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Ethnic 
dinner 
for 100 
atGISS 

It's not every day that a 
Middle Eastern buffet is laid 
out on Salt Spring, bu t 
Le banese soup, Balkan 
cucumber salad, dolmas and 
authentic Afghan firni were a 
few of the delicacies at the 
Our Island, Our World festi
val dinner Friday night. 

The 105 people giving their 
palates a taste of the exotic 
fare also contributed to net 
proceeds of $1,500 being sent 
to a non-profi t group in 
Afghanistan which helps wid
ows and children. 

"It's nice to know all those 
dollars we raised go directly 
to the women - there ' s no 
expenses (such as administra
tion costs) ," · said Jul ie tte 
Laing, who spearheaded the 
sold-out dinner on behalf of 
Salt Spring Voice of Women 
(VOW). 

Attendee Alora Griffin said 
that between the music and 
decor, she found the high 
school cafeteria "transformed 
into an Afghan res taurant," 
where the food was "tasty and 
plentiful." 

"It was a worthy cause and 
a chance to eat at an ethnic 
restaurant," she added. 

It was the second 
Afghanistan theme dinner put 

_........._.__ ............. ___ -""'----

Grapes of math 
Above, students in the Gulf Islands Secondary School cooking 
class are just about ready t o serve an Afghanistan-theme din
ner to 100 guests at the high school Friday night. At right, one 
of the organ izers - Marlene Smith - feeds some of that fare 
to guest Gordon Keel. 

on by VOW; the fir st was in 
November 1998. 

One big difference in th is 
effort was the help VOW received 
from Gulf Is lands Secondary 
School cafeteria program students 
and their teacher and chef AI 
Irving, who collectively prepared 
and served the food. 

Photos by Derrick Lundy 

Laing can't say enough about 
their contributions - pleasant
ness, consideration, efficiency, 
skill and the youthful presence 
they brought to the event. 

"Everyone came away from 
there feeling really great about 

DINNER 82 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2000 

Truck-stop preachers, nostalgia, joy in 'world-class' CD 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
Driftwood Staff 

When they firs t strapped on 
their acoustic and bass guitars at 
Talon's Saturday night and looked 
out at the expectant standing-room 
only crowd, John and Michele 
Law looked like · a couple of tall, 
excited kids. 

But their brand new debut CD, 
called Estimated Time of Revival, 
which has already received radio 
airplay in Ottawa, is definitely 
grown-up stuff. 

And it shouldn ' t be long before 
John and Michele Law are heard 
on more radio stations across 
North America and maybe even as 
far away as Germany. 

At Saturday night' s jam-packed 
CD release party at Talon's restau
rant, it was easy to flash-forward 
to hearing their smooth harmonies 
in a song like Hobo Trail, flowing 
out of a pick-up truck radio some
where in Tennessee or the B.C. 
Interior. 

John and Mic hele, who are 
actually in their early '30s, seem . 
to sing and play with ease as one, 
like they are plugged in at some 
level no one else can invade. It's 

.. ' 1 ~ • ~ t of 

John and Michelle Law at Talon 's 

quite a phenomenon to witness in 
a live performance, and it natural
ly comes through the same way on 
the CD. 

John suggests their fres h and 
youthful stage presence is proba
bly due to the fact that "We' re a 

Photo by Derrick. Lundy 

very happy couple" - and it 
might also help explain how they 
blend so well musically. 

They've been writing songs 
together for about five years, and 
the time investment comes 
through in the depth of material on 

Estimated Time of Revival. 
At Talon's they played most of 

the ir 1 0- cut CD, with content 
ranging from dreamy waltzes to 
mandolin-and-banjo-driven blue
grass to new-country songs pro
pelled by a hint of Texas swing or 
even gentle pop. 

There's even a gorgeous gospel 
piece called Willow and the Dove, 
and all were co-written by the 
couple except one. Eugene Smith, 

. their friend and Vancouver Island 
musician, penned Dust Off Our 
Dreams. Michele explained how 
the title cut grew from their 
encountering a "truck-stop preach
er" in a trailer as they drove 
through Saskatchewan. As depict
ed in a picture on the CD liner 
notes , the fifth-wheel location 
advertised itself with signs that 
read Welcome to the Hy-Way 
Truckstop Chapell Open , 
Highway Chaplain on Duty. 

"We thought there had to be a 
song in there somewhere," she 
said. 

They've also found songs in the 
joys of staying up late or taking 
shelter in a storm, riding the rails, 
the nostalgia of lost homesteads 

and, of course, the bliss of love. 
The CD was recorded at Randy 

Bachman's studio, and mastered 
by Bachman's sound engineer 
Andy Bowmer, who they credit 
with doing a fantastic job. The 
result is a "world class" produc
tion, said John. 

But the Laws aren't just writing, 
performing and recording their 
music - they've taken on the -
marketing end of things, too, and 
that has meant sending it around 
the world and using technology to 
refine the process. 

"We're going crazy here on the 
Internet," said John on Monday. 

While handling their own CD 
distribution and promotion means 
they get a bigger slice of the sales 
pie, the, Laws also get a thrill out 
of that part of the business, and 
have done management work for 
other musicians in the past. 

They lived in North Cowichan 
for three to four years before mov
ing to Salt Spring last year and 
becoming active in the local music 
scene. 

On Satu rday nigh t they also 
invited their friends Jordy Sharp, 

CD RELEASE 82 



B:Z • WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2000 ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

Fiery Oscar Lopez headlines 
Folk Club show this Monday 

The Salt Spring Folk Club has 
snagged a real treasure with its 
Oscar Lopez show at Fulford Hall 
on Monday night. 

Lopez is a Chilean-born 
Canadian guitarist who seems to 
leave a scorched trail of amazed 
witnesses as he tours North 
America performing fiery, Latin
flavoured guitar music. 

In the past five years he has also 
been nominated for three Juno 
awards in the best instrumentalist, 
global recording, and roots and tra
ditional categories. His latest CD 
is called Seduction. 

Lopez' press kit contains two 
pages of dazzling reviews which 
herald the passion, dynamism and 
virtuosity of his playing. 

Musician Martin Simpson wrote 
that "Oscar Lopez is the only gui
tarist I know who can actually 
make an acoustic nylon string gui
tar scream. 

With the same instrument he 

produces tears and laughter in his 
audiences. 

So few musicians combine the 
elements of musicality and chops 
with humour and passion, but 
Oscar does." 

Lopez has collaborated with 
artists such as Ali Farka Toure, 
David Lindley and Hani Nassir, 
James Keelaghan and Leahy. 

He says that playing with such a 
diverse range of groups after com
ing to Canada in 1979 allowed him 
to incorporate the different styles 
into his music. 

"I returned to playing the nylon 
string guitar, and I brought all 
these styles back to it. I would 
bend a note and think, 'Hey! that 
works here, too.' This was the start 
of my fusion, if you want to call it 
that, to establish my music on the 
nylon-string guitar. 

"It's not flamenco, but it is in a 
way. It's not rock or blues, except 
in certain ways. There is always a 

strong Latin beat, a Spanish beat, 
Latin, definitely because that's me, 
but there is so much other music 
that has touched me. Latin fusion, 
maybe? World beat? Soul beat? It 
cannot be named." 

Monday's performance is also a 
true bargain at $15 . In Campbell 
River the night before, Lopez' per
formance at the Tidemark Theatre 
commanded $21. 

The cozy and upbeat atmos
phere of the Salt Spring Folk Club 
rendition comes for free. 

Opening act is the energetic 
Colleen Eccleston, a favourite 
Moby' s visiting musician from 
Victoria. 

Tickets for the show are on sale 
at Music Emporium, Stuff 'n' 
Nonsense, Salt Spring Roasting 
Co. and Acoustic Planet. 

Folk club shows are perennial 
sell-outs so people are advised to 
not leave ticket purchases until the 
last minute. 

DINNER: 'Successful' VOWfundraiser 
From Page 81 

them. They really made the evening," she said. 
Two students deserve special mention, said 

Laing. 
Adam Tamboline, whose name was inadvertently 

left off menu acknowledgments, "showed great 
leadership" in his overseer's role, and Steffany 
Coulter put in extra help as well. 

John Dolman and Tim O'Connor of Island Star 
Video came to the rescue with their sound system 
when Laing needed help to project her voice in the 
crowded high school cafeteria. 

Griffin observed that noise generated from the 
open kitchen sometimes made it difficult to hear 
speakers. 

John and Kay Mowbray gave the crowd an 

update on the grassroots work of P ARSA - the 
Physiotherapy and Rehabilitation Support for 
Afghanistan group which is run by their energetic 
friend Mary MacMakin. 

Laing said Diana Knox's expert set design, along 
with the Mowbrays' collection of objects from 
Afghanistan, items from Maggie Schubart and 
Laing, and rugs loaned to the group by Sid Filkow, 
made the room look like an Afghanistan bazaar. 

Marlene Smith was Laing's "right-hand woman" 
in organizing the dinner. 

Laing said that with two successful fundraisers 
under their belt, and the island's seemingly insa
tiable appetite for more, VOW will likely do it all 
again sometime next winter. 

CD RELEASE: 'Estimated Time of Revival' 
From Page 81 

of Acoustic Planet Music, and 
Longevity John Falkner from the 
Cowichan Valley to join them for 
a couple of songs. 

Their friend Bill Davies, a.k.a. 
Bill Levity (to match Longevity), 
took on MC duties and played two 
songs to open the night. 

He had people laughing with his 
contribution to the quintessential 
Canadian song list: ''I'm a beef 
wheatin' dairy prairie boy .... " 

Falkner provided flirtatious per
cussion on the pizza box -
("Give pizza a chance," he 
quipped) - and the crowd went 
mock-wild over his solo. 

At the time they were playing a 
Fred Eaglesmith song called Once 
Burned. 

The Laws credit the major 
Canadian country-rock musician 
with giving them encouragement 
and direction in their own 
career. 

(As a side note, Eaglesmith is 
reportedly coming to Salt Spring 
for another show in March.) 

John and Michele also returned 
to the Cowichan Valley Sunday 
for another CD release party. 

On Saturday night at Talon's I 
was struck by John's unusual 
accent, which suits the music he 
plays, but didn't sound like a typi
cal southern U.S. drawl. 

It's not from gluing his ears to 
music by the likes of Bob Wills or 
Merle Haggard. Michele, who's 
from Kingston but you can't pick 
that out either, confirms that her 
husband has a bona-fide south
western Ontario accent. 

John grew up in Chatham where 
kids were more influenced by 
n ca. trA;t a nrl th: ......... .... A ....... ..,.. ... ~ ....... .... ..... "1 

had to move to Toronto to discov
er Canada," he said. 

The Laws have a relatively new 
relationship with Salt Spring, but 
it sounds like a solid one. 
"We love it here," said John. 
"We're here for good. This is 
home base." 

On Saturday you could tell their 

friends in and out of the island's 
music community have also 
warmly embraced them. 

When Davies introduced them 
as "wonderful people," the loud 
and spontaneous applause sig
nalled affirmation. 

Estimated Time of Revival is 
for sale at Acoustic Planet Music. 

Alternative 
rock hits 

Fulford Inn 
A group billed Nanaimo's 

top alternative rock band 
performs at the Fulford Inn 
this weekend. 

Faded Muse, whose four 
members attend Malaspina 
College, is a youthful, high
energy group, says Paul 
Brosseau of Nomad Music. 

They play at the Fulford 
Inn on Friday and Saturday 
nights beginning at 9 p.m. 

The band has built an 
enthusiastic following on 
the college and university 
circuit, and at nightclubs on 
Vancouver Island. 

Faded Muse musicians 
are of Afrikaner heritage 
from South Africa, and 
have been doing some 
recording with Nomad 
Music on Salt Spring. 

The Fulford Inn, in col
laboration with Nomad, 
promises top bands perform
ing every other weekend 
until the summer season. 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

S A L T S PR IN G 

MINI STORAGE 

347 Upper Ganges Road 
"Safer than Someone's 

Old bam" 

RESERVE TODAY CALL 
. 537-5888 

FOR SIZES & RATES 

~AlJ'NTED 
BOOKSHOP 

Buys, Sells and 
Appraises 

quality used books 
in all subjects 

• 
(250) 656-8805 

email: hbs@inetex.com 

9807 Third Street, Sidney 
Mon .-Sat. 10-5 I Sun. 12-5 
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WOMB-EMPOWERED: 
Ahava Shira, left, reads from 
her book called Womb: 
Weaving of My Being, while 
partner Mahaka Shira accom
panies her on Mount 
Maxwell . They're presenting 
listening to the Womb, a 
poetry and music event, at 
Salt Spring Centre on 
Saturday night at 8 p.m. 

Photo by Derrick. Lundy 
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Have we got 
YOUR number? 

The next issue of the 
SSI Directory 

is now being produced. 

TO GET LISTED 
CALLUSAT 

• 537-2000 • 

Shira's myth celebrates women SUNDAY DINNER cindy fairbank 
11U® 

By GAIL SJUBERG 
Driftwood Staff 

As Ahava Shira sought to 
express her self as woman, she 
fo und that existing images and 
words defining women's experi
ence simply didn't ring true or 
complete. 

So she delved into herself and 
women's wisdom to create a 
fresh, invented myth and "body 
vocabulary" to celebrate her 
beauty, sensuality and earth-relat
edness. 

The images and ideas are 
expressed in her poetry book 
called Womb: Weaving of My 
Being, which Ahava will bring 
alive with her partner and musi
cian Mahaka Shira on Saturday 
night at Salt Spring Centre. 

The poetry and music event, 
called Listening to the Womb, 
begins at 8 p.m. 

Ahava describes the perfor
mance as depicting a cycle from 
darkness to light, although images 
of both are woven throughout. It 
begins from a place of wounded
ness or lack of understanding to a 
place of empowerment and libera
tion. 

Her words "surf on top of' the 
lyrical music performed on 
acoustic guitar and African drum 
by Mahaka, and Ahava uses her 
whole body in the cycle. 

The -Shiras recently moved to 
Salt Spring, after spending time 
here last summer and visiting 
Ahava's cousin Michael Aronoff. 

They are now offering writing 
and theatre courses through the 
Parks, Arts and Recreatio n 
Commission. 

Ahava started writing after she 
left university, when she found 
herself able to shed the societal 
and parental rules she had grown 
up with and navigate her own way 
in the world. 

"I had a desire to give to people 
and a desire to be creative and 
they clashed, in a way," she 
recalls. 

But through spending time in 
healing centres, she was able to 
absorb "all the permission to be 
an artist and a healer at the same 
time." 

Ahava has been pleased by the 
impact both her book and the 
Listening to the Womb perfor
mance have had on people. 

In Kelowna, one man , also a 
writer, stated in her comment 
book, "Thank you for that little 

inspiration I needed - and you 
made me love my wife even 
more." 

Ahava was selling her poetry 
book in the Saturday market on 
Salt Spring last August and began 
talking to a woman from Ottawa 
who decided to buy the book. But 
she refused Ahava's offer to sign 
it, saying she would wait until 
Ahava and Mahaka performed in 
Ottawa that fall - and she did 
attend the show. 

One poem which tends to be an 
audience favourite is called 
Imperfect. It celebrates the things 
about us one doesn't see featured 
on a typical glossy magazine 
cover. 

Sometimes Ahava encourages 
people to go home after the per
formance and write their own 
Imperfect poem. 

"We are so bombarded by how 

we're supposed to be, so it's really 
freeing to blast through that kind 
of thing," she says. 

American bookstore chain 
Chapters was also sold on 
Ahava's poetry, and hosted the 
couple on a Montreal to 
Vancouver book tour. 

"We believe in the work and 
believe in the message and so 
want to get out to share it with as 
many people as possible," says 
Ahava. "Chapters was a way to 
get across the country." 

The Shiras were also invited to 
perform at the Chan Centre for 
the Performing Arts in Clam 
Chowder for the Soul, a confer
ence of west coast community and 
business leaders, and Ahava has 
performed an original play at the 
University of British Columbia. 

Saturday night's performance 
costs $10. 

az 
,t; 7PM 
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If you Love beautifuL mtMic played by beautifuL people ... 
WHAT THE CRITICS SAY ABOUT THE GRYPHON TRIO

The Globe and Mail: 
- The trio already has the distinctive style and immaculate ensemble of a group that has 

been together longer. A symbol of the marriage between cosmic force and psychic energy, 
the gryphon is known as "the vigilant guardian of something precious". As guardians 
of classical music, these Gryphons leave nothing to chance. 

National Post: 
- Superb balance of 

instruments, excitement 
without bombast, and 
committed perfor-

- Any trio that plays as 
well as this deserves to 

y around for awhile. 

~ 

In concert 
at 

Art Spring 

TueJday 
February 15 

8:00pm 

Ticket: $16 
lZeJervedSeating 

Box office: 
537-2102 

j/ 
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Toole shines as letter-crazed 
character in sold-out show 
By SUSAN LUNDY 
Driftwood Staff 

You can't help chuckling at 
Irene Ruddock's , words, yet she 
saddens your heart. 

"It really isn't funny," said 
audience member Susan 
Biddlecombe, sitting next to me at 
the opening night of A Lady of 
Letters. 

No, it's not. Irene Ruddock's 
monologue is amusing, but she is a 
tragic character. She is desperately 
lonely, suspicious of everything 
that exists outside her home, intol
erant of minorities and able to hurt 
lives with the tip of her ball-point 
pen. 

But you can't help liking her. 
A Lady of Letters opened 

Thursday night before an intimate 
audience at The Studio on Langs 
Road in Vesuvius. Only 30 people 
fit into the space, transformed from 
studio to theatre with a snug-fitting 
set (built by LeRoy Jensen) and a 
back stage so small it offers stand
ing-room-only for one person. 

That one person was Salt Spring 
actor Deb Toole, who stars as Irene 
Ruddock in the approximately 50-
minute monologue. 

By opening night, the show was 
sold out for the first weekend and 
as of Monday there were only a 
few tickets for the Thursday and 
Friday night performances, and 
Saturday night was sold out. 
Luckily for those islanders who 
have not yet snapped up tickets, 
two additional shows are running 
February 11 and 12. 

Toole is stunning in the role. It is 
easy to see how a light went off for 
director Margaret Jardine when she 

AT THE STUDIO: Deb Toole 
plays the part of Irene 
Ruddock in A Lady of Letters. 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 

read A Lady of Letters in Alan 
Bennett's collection of mono" 
logues called Talking Heads. She 
immediately saw Toole as Irene 
Ruddock. 

The challenge for Toole, Jardine 
said after Thursday's show, was to 
deliver her humorous lines without 
succumbing to the pull of her 
comic side. She had to play it 
straight, leaving Deb-the-comedian 
at the doorstep. 

She succeeded, and the small
ness of the space helped me see 
why and how. Because I know 
Toole personally, I was aware 
she'd be a mish-mash of nerves 
prior to the show. So I looked 
closely at her face from my not-

too-far-away seat, searching for 
any trace of stage fright. 

But every part of Toole's being 
- her eyes, her curious cheek
stroking motion, her movement, 
her speech patterns - had become 
Irene Ruddock. The woman on 
stage was no longer funny, rowdy 
Deb Toole; she had embodied 
Bennett's character. 

Even her husband noted the 
transformation. Following the 
Wednesday dress rehearsal, Toole 
told me, her husband expressed 
relief that she was "back" and he 
wouldn't be taking Ruddock home. 

Toole's smoothness on stage is 
also a credit to Jardine, notes pro
ducer Lynda Jensen. The director 
is known for having her actors in a 
tip-top state of preparedness, and 
the two worked hard to bring it all 
together. 

The chatty style of the mono
logue also lends itself to the inti
macy of the setting. Yes, Toole 
actually looks audience members 
in the eyes as she performs. 

Absent from the show but a 
strong presence during the perfor
mance is writer Alan Bennett, 
whose witty, moving and poetic 
words energize the air. 

And the plot is good too, built 
around the isolated Ruddock 
whose obsessive letter-writing is 
the symptom of deep-rooted fears 
and loneliness. 

Ultimately, she is released from 
her "bondage" in a lovely plot
twister ending. 

The show left me and others pin
ing to see more of Bennett's mono
logues - as well as more shows in 
such an intimate setting. 

Bring back the light celebration 
shine through Variety Affair bill 

Wl)en Cherie Geauvreau, Oscar Riley and Jenny 
Rensby put on their poetry and music "variety affair" 
on Sunday, they will be geared up for levity and cele
bration. 

"The whole point to me is 'fun'," explained 
Geauvreau last week. "Poetry is fun ." 

Singer-songwriters Riley and Rensby are perform
ing original pieces at the Lion's Hall event and there 
will be some collaboration of their music and 
Geauvreau's poetry. 

Geauvreau is a well-known, published poet who has 
participated in a number of reading events in her liter
ary career. 

Riley is well-known in Salt Spring music circles, 
having played on and off the island for a number of 
years. While he has most recently been heard as the 
bass player for the Amazing Rhythm Method, Riley 
said it has been a while since he's done a concert 
appearance. 

Rensby, who has made a name for herself at Salt 
Spring open stages in the past seven months, has "a 
fabulous voice," said Geauvreau. 

Sunday night will see Rensby perform her own 
material publicly for the first time. 

A life-long musician, she said "the old joke was that 
I was going to win a Grarnmy by the time I was 30." 

Having taken time to raise a family and pursue other 
things, she had to push that deadline forward by a 
decade. 

Rensby has been pleased by people's response to 
her music. "I get excellent reception from everyone on 
the island." 

The February variety hour could become a "bring 
back the light" kind of annual event, said Geauvreau. 

"Let's be grateful for what we have on Salt Spring 
and shine some light on the world," she said. 

Tickets for the Variety Affair celebration are $10 or 
$16 for two, and available at etcetera. 

enny BVron tf 
TRAGICALLY HICK 

5" CONTINUOUS GUTTERS 
DOWNSPOUTS 

SOFFITS 
FASCIA COVERS 

GUTTER GUARDS 

PHONE 

VALENTINE'S DANCE 
SATURDAY, FEB. 12 

HARBOUR HOUSE HOTEL 
8:30- 12:30 

$10/person 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT 

HARBOUR HOUSE 

William Matthews, Bookseller 
Old & Rare Books 

Books Located 
Libraries and Collections Purchased 

Qualified Appraisals 

(250) 537-8719 ~ email: bill@bookbill.com 
379 Woodland Drive- Salt Spring Island, BC 

Canada V8K 1J6 

Est. 1976 - Member: Antiquarian Booksellers Association_ofCanada 

alan jones construction ltd. 
Custom Homes 
Commercial 
Licenced Builder 

Pager 480-8251 
Office: 656-2164 

Fax: 656-8792 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY FEB. 4 & 5 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Prime Rib 
Special ............................. .... . INCL. 

TAX 

WITH YORKSHIRE PUDDING AND ALL THE TRIMMINGS 

HlNESE 
NtWVtAR 
»t c scua c:c:c:: c 

1'- !:~~~~~~~~~ 
~
~ DINNER ....... .. Tues.- Thurs. 5-10 

Fn.-Sat. 5-11; Sun. 5-9 

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS 
~ $5.75 
Upper Ganges Centre, Ganges 537-""urur •. nr 
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We had to go half way around the world to find 
Susie, come in and meet her. 

~ ~ ;~~0~~ We never lower our standards. 
Just our prices.™ 537-1522 

"-1A-.. ~·~ 
~ . 

FEBRUARY 2, 2000 

~):::> 
Bell 

ExpressVu 

• Prices starting at 
$349 Complete 

• $1 00 worth of 
Programming Credit 

• 37 Channels@ $8.95/mo 
• I 00% financing avail

able at $12.49/mo 
• The Most Sports 
• PBS, Bravo,A&E, 

BBC, Showcase, TSN, 
Sportnet, Knowledge 

• Free Exchange for 
Starchoice and Grey 
Market Dish Owners 

• Over 400 installed 
• Call for Information 

Free site surveys! 

True North 
Satellites 
653-9190 
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We've got the right 
satellite system for you! 

In store demonstration of both systems at Radio 
Shack. You compare picture quality, sound, program
ming etc. and decide what suits you. 

Ask us for details on 
pricing specials, 

program credits, etc. 

QSI ELECTRONICS 
RADIO SHACK ASC 1 162 Fulford Ganges Rd., 537-4522 

ON TV GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

STAY TUNED ..• 
Complete Automotive Repair 

ALL MAKES & MODELS 
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REMEMBERING THE BARD: 
The poet Robbie Burns was 
celebrated at two island 
venues Saturday night as the 
Legion hosted the annual 
(sold out) Robbie Burns Night 
Supper and Fulford Hall came 
to life with the Scottish 
Country Dancers (at right). At 
top, father and son Jim and 
Richard Ballantyne get a kick 
out of donning similar attire 
at the Legion event, while 
above, AI Robertson and 
Janette Grey sing a Robbie 
Burns duet at Fulford Hall. 

Photos by Derrick Lundy. 

Have we got 
YOUR number? 

The next issue of the 
SSI Directory 

is now being produced. 
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Driftnet is the 
online version of 
the Driftwood! 

Check it out at 
http://www.gulfislands.net 
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Och. • 

those 
Scots 

five locations 

five great k d 
wee en 

getaways 
Victoria ••••.••.•••••••••• $62* 

Burnaby .................... $79* 

Kelowna .................... $62* 

Kamloops ............... $62* 

Vancouver Airport..... $ 79* 
call to ll free for reservations 

1-Soo-663-0298 
*Includes one night accommodation. single 

or double occupancy and 
continental breakfast for two. 

Subject to availability and taxes. 
Valid Oct15/99 to March 26/00, Fri . Sat & Sun only. 

~ 
Stay~n 
Save. 

-INNS 
Vie take pride 

.·· 

• 

Art, nature and ethics 
at Friday Bateman talk 

Renowned artist Robert 
Bateman leads discu ssion in 
Friday' s Ethics, Spirituality and 
the Arts series at Salt Spring 
United Church. 

Wi th a topic titled Art and 
Nature: Ethics and Spirituality, 
Bateman will talk about ethics in 
the art world, and the relationship 
between the art world and nature 

J:;ll ~~1J~ 

through the ages. 
He will also offer opinions on 

various cultures ' connections to 
nature, with respect to their spiritu
ality and ethics. 

Audience participation will be 
encouraged. 

The talk, set for the Unite d 
Church's lower hall, begins at 
7:30p.m. 

fH;ll Rw~ Avt 

~e:WLimired Edition "Open Hearts" , part of the new 
Millennium Series called "Comm.unity Blues" 

~ .. ~, •. Y·~""~ ·~,"·' .1''' 
.

1;·:· t~· .,,+ 
i~ ·_:_ .. 'Y 
.$' ' ~:; }' 

I t• ) '.•. # ~: 

). ,-~L 
~~~ 

At 
~' 

(Sunday 11 to 3) 
on the boardwalk .. Ganges 

for information call537 .. 1589 

~ 

lALONS RANT CINEMAL CER 

THE #1 EVENT OF FEBRUARY! 
Two THUMBS UP!!! 

BUY ANY ENTREE~ ENJOY A FILM! 
Receive a : Receive a 

LOONIE COUPON ~ LOONIE COUPON 
($1 OFF a movie ticket at ~ ($!OFF off any meal at 

a Central, Tues. exclj.Jqed) : talons Restaurant) 

·~~ 
·~-- - .. ~ - , . ~ 

. .. ....... , ............ ii.I4W:Jiii311i:W• ' I . 
• 0 -. . 

Open for lunch 11 :30am Mon. -Sat. • 
Open for dinner 5-9 I 7 nights a week 

Sunday brunch 11 am 
Licensed on the waterfront next to 

Centennial park. 537-8585 

Central Hall • 537-4656 (24 hr.) 
See our ad in Arts and Entertainment for 

dates and times of current movies. 

A LOON IE TOONIE EVENT 
THIS EVENT ENDS FEB. 29, 2000 
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stage 
• A Lady of Letters, a one-woman show written 

by Alan Bennett, performed by Deb Toole and 
presented by Active PASS at The Studio i·n 
Vesuvius, Thursday-Saturday, February 3-5, 
8 p.m. Tickets are $10 at et cetera , but 
Saturday night is already sold out and, as of 
Monday, only a few tickets remained for 
Thursday and Friday nights. The show is held 
over again on February 11-12. 

music. 
• Music and Munch at All Saints By-the-Sea 

features mezzo-soprano Janette Grey and 
accompanist Chris Kodaly on Wednesday, 
February 2, 12:1 0 p.m. Free recital followed 
by lunch for $4.75. 

• Karaoke at. the Harbour House. Friday, 
February~. 8 p.m. 

• Faded . Muse;,~ alternative . rock, plays - ~.t;,lhe 
Fulford lnn ;- ~Eriday-Saturday, February .4-o5, 
9 p.m. · ... · 

• Family Country Dance - and dinner and 
silent auction - at Fulford Elementary 
School, cirgles and squares and more, 
Saturday, l;ebruary 5, 5 p.m. Adults ''$4, 
children $1! · 

~ ~;~: ·.<1f(f'':\ . _:: ' '.'}'·_ > :· 

• Ust~~iog.:t~1he ... Womb "-- ·poetcy and':(T{us·ip 
pe.rto.rmar1ee.·:by ,Ahav~ and Mahak"a Shira. 
Salt Spring Centre, Saturday, February 5, 8 
p.m. $10. 

• A Variety Affair, Celebrations in Poetry and : 
Song - 'original works by poet Ch·erie 
Geauvreau ang musicians Jenny Rensby and 
Oscar Riley. lion's Hafl, Sunday, February 6, 
7 p.m. Ti~kets · $JO each o.r 2 for $16 at et 
cetera; Limited seating. 

• Cindy Fairbanks Trio ·performs at Sunday 
Dinner Jazz at Moby's, February 6, 7 p.m. 

• Phil Fischer and friends entertain at OAPO 
Branch 32 s9cial afternoon. Central Hall, 
Wednesday, February 9, 2 p.m. 

• Wednesday Night LIVE! at Moby's, hosted by 
, Charles Wilton, February 9, 9 p.m. 

EVERY WEEK: 
• Argentinian . Tango Practice at 104 Langs 

Road, every ~hursday, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. $3 
drop-in. Info: Margie, 537-2707. 

• Alfresco Restaurant - Ba~rington Perry 
plays piano every Saturday evening starting 
at 6 p.m. 

• Harbour House Bistro - Pianist Murray 
Anderson performs every Saturday and 
Sunday at lunch or dinner. 

• Fulford Inn - Buck and Dave Roland play 
every Sunday from 4 to 7 p.m. 

• Midnight Mondays Cafe - at Rose's in 
Fulford. The cafe is open until midnight every 
Monday for an after-hours acoustic jam 
session with all musicians (and audience 
members) welcome. 

meetings 
• Community meeting on Texada lands issue, 

GISS, Thursday, February 3, 7 p.m. 

SEEN IT ALL? 
THINK AGAIN THI ___ _ 

DEO 
ISL+IND H+I-R VID~O Island Star: 
* large selection of new releases The Sequel 

537-8334 
atGVM 

* vcr rentals * video games & machines * open 7 days a week 
156C lulford Ganges Ad., 

~r:,~~~~n~~~:~,_c_ 537 ·44 77 

!C~o~ «1/u cfeaJt 
IN lHE LOUNGE 

FRIDAY NIGHT 
AT 

8:00PM 
•••••••••• 

PRIME RIB 
DINNER 
SPECIAL 

with all the trimmings 
in the Bistro 

~=~:m:::~;m:mm~w:.:~:>vw::.~=~:>!~1 

·wed FE 

• • Phil Fischer an 
· • Wednesday Ni! 
• • Sufi Heart dan1 

SUN:~~3~!GHT ; ;;= sun FEBRUARY13 

Seniors $1 0.95 

• Salt Spring youth baseball association 
meeting, Seabreeze Inn, Thursday, 
February 3, 7:15 p:m. 

• Direct Action Committee meeting. Corelnn, 
Friday, February 4, 2 p.m. 

• Coastal Metis annual general meeting, 170 
Mobrae Avenue. Sunday, February 6. Info: 
537-1923. 

• Important slowpitch league meeting at 
Harbour House lounge, Monday, February 7, 
6:30p.m. 

• Salt Spring Historical Society presents a 

(Just bring in your 35mm colour 
negative for these machine 

enlargements) 

HUNDREDS OF FRAMES IN STOCK 
· 105 Hereford Ave., 537·9917 

FOR MORE DETAILS ON THE EVENTS ABO 

VICTORIA to REID 
HI lfJI..STOP IIIIBI' FUSIIIS! 

panel discussion of Salt Spring oldtimers 
discussing logging on the island in the past. 
Central Hall, Tuesday, February 8, 2 p.m. 
Free. 

• Genetically Engineered Foods/Bulk 
Water Exports Action meeting. Gulf 
Islands Secondary, Room 206. Tuesday, 
February 8, 7:30 p.m. 

H a r b o u r R a :a d . 
February 9, 8 p.m. 

actiV=i 
• Sufi Heart Dance, 38•, 

studio. Wednesd~y, FE 
Info: 537-2598. 

• Gulf Islands School Board meets • Bingo at Meaden 
at Fernwood Elementary School, February 3, 6:30 P. 

Wednesday, February 9, 1 p.m. • Community 

• Salt Spring Rod and Gun Club, Topic is the 
annual general meeting , 221 Long Rohana Lain:g's 

Ganges Auto Marine 
#3 - 290 Park Dr. :lrrrzr•ll'rT ' 
Below Dagwoods, ::::!H'C&Uf, ~-
behind car wash 
Mon.-Fri. Sam- 5pm 

537·9221 

·-~ 11}} 
~~ ' ~ 

'- .1 
f!!-~o:::J-e._ 

~-it~'-~ ,. 
'l~h' E) 

~ .(~ ~~ 
L.. r--·/ Sal 

· n - l' Sri .. . .. --· ---~ 5 



FEBRUARY 5 

• Family Country Dance 
• Listen ing to the Womb 
• Faded Muse 

t• FEBRUARY 9 

her and friends 
j ay Night Live ! 
rt dance 

1iVities 

• Lady of 
Letters 

, 380 Stark Road, in the 
!Y, February 9, 7:15p.m. 

iden HaJI, Thursday, 
ao p.m. 

Meditation 

f r i FEBRUARY 11 

Guatemala. United Church, 
upper haiL Thursday, February 
3, 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• Robert Bateman speaks on Art 
and Nature: Ethics and Spirituality 
as part of the _ Spir-ituality, Ethics 
and the Arts series, Uriited Church, 
Friday, February 4, 7:30p.m. 

for· families 
e s p i r i t u a I i ty o t ., EVERY WEEK: 
.y ' s recent trip t_o • Story Time at the Library - with Jean 

;~\)~~·, 
" HAIR DRESSER 

EXTRAORDINAIRE" 
127 Langley Road 

V e s u v i u .s 
Salt S pring Island 
Brit i s h Columbia 

537-5002 

Robert &lteman 
on Art & Nature: 

ETHICS AND SPIRITUALITY 
FRIDAY, FEB. 4TH 

United Church, 7:30pm 

"Proudly supporting our community" 

~ T.··DII .. ·.· .. ·· .. ·· .· ... ·· .1' .. Y.·· ~. ·.· .. · ··.·.· ... ·.··.·· .. ·.··• .. ·. · • . 1>-~ 'i:fd . . . . . . . •· . . ~1\l l(l]:pA ;~~ . . W .c never lo-er o~r s tandards. . • . ·• , 

Just our priccs. 1"M 537-1522 

ROB & GUN CLUB . 
ANNUAL GAME DINNER 

Saturday, Feb. 19 
Dinner at 7pm 

Tickets 653-4495 or 537-2409 

"Proudly supporting our community" 

~ TDZITY FOODS~ b.~ 'i:fd l(l]:pA 
J:"OoO~ We never luwer our standar ds. -'ll. 

. lust our prices.TM 537-1522 

Voaden, every Tuesday from f0-10:30 a.m., 
for kids aged 3-.5 and their parents. 

• West of the Moon - Story time with Susan . __ ,_. ' .. 

every Monday morning from 1Q~11 ,:a.m. Note , 
the new day! 

• Fairy tales and myths with Shauna Gryl!s, 
at Mary Hawkins Library every Thursday 
from 3-4 p.m. 

· • Family Place - Rug Huggers group for 
moms, babies and preschoolers, or moms-to
b~. at Family Place every. Friday, 11 a.m. to .1 
p.m. Potluck lunch. 

BEST BREAD ON THE ISLAND 
Monday - Saturday 7:30am - 5:30pm 

Sunday 7:30am - 4:00pm 
378 LOWER GANGES RD., GVM CENTRE 

537-4205 

i• Family ,.Riace drop-in hours are Monday 
thr9ugh Thursday, 9:30 a.m. to. noon. Info: 

1· Family Place, 537-9176. · 

• Roller-blading to music for the whole family 
at Fulford Hall, every Friday, 7:30 to 10 p.m., 
$2 for kids, $4 for adults. 

cable tv 
• Monday, February 7, from 7. to 9 p.m. In the 

first hour, see excerpts from Christmas With 
Scrooge. 

lri the second hour is Riparian Discovery, a 
short .educational program produced with 
support from the Waterbird Watch Collective. 

Then, cqmes Bean Discovery, which .. follows : 
• . . ·:·>· ·,· '#/i. ~;,' 

Phoenix Ele~entary ~tudent& 9n an organic 
farm adventure at D.an) asof1's Salt Spr·lng 
S~¢gs . 

• hpages of Tuscany,· acry l i~, pa i ntfng;'~by 
Maureen .Garbarjpo, can be _see'n" ~~Luig,f's ~ 

• pizzeria. 

1•"c:$ysan KaJgh's ·paintings are on. display ati 
· ·Mobys. · · 

· ·Photography by Joe Benge is now at Sweet 
Arts Cafe. 

• Quilts by Donna Johnstone are hanging at 
Island Savings Credit Union. 

• Margaret McKenzie's paintings are ·at Salt 
Spring Roasting Co. in Ganges. 

galleries 
· • Jill Louise Campbell Fine Art is exhibiting a 

new original ,'·called Open Hearts, in Jill's 
Community Blues series. 

• Pegasus Gallery is featuring a new collection 
of antique basketry . 

--< 



810 • WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2000 ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

Gumboots and 
bows 

Film festival goers 
were treated to more 
th an just movies at 
th is weekend 's two
d ay event - they 
w ere also greeted by 
lots of live entertain
ment . At top, Jane 
Squier plays the violin 
with friends in the 
Gulf Islands Secondary 
School cafeteria. At 
right, Salt Spring's 
famed gumboot per
formers give a rousing, 
boot-slapping show, 
also at the high 
school. 

Photos by Derrick Lundy 

Historical group explores past logging 
A panel of Salt ~pring "old

timers" will lead a discussion on 
the island's logging history 
when the Salt Spring Historical 
Society (SSHS) meets on 
Tuesday, February 8 at Central 
Hall. 

As SSHS vice-president 
Charles Kahn explains, the 
group will examine questions 
such as: "How did people get 
into logging? Was it profitable? 
Did people specialize in one part 
or other of the business or did 
everyone do a little of every
thing? Was the work more dan
gerous in the old days? Did log
gers need expensive equipment 
back then? Where was the wood 
sold? Was Jogging good or bad 
for the island? Was any thought 
given to sustainable forestry in 
the past?" 

tROSSWORD ANSWERS 
FROM PAGE 815 

Discussion will concentrate on 
stories of the people and events in 
Salt Spring's past. 

Kahn says panelists Bob 
Akerman, John Bennett, Vic 
Sampson and Ray Simard were 
probably involved in every aspect 
of logging and collectively have 
more than 150 years of experience 

in the business. 
Another panelist, retired forest 

ranger Hank Doerksen, came to 
the island in the 1950s and will 
provide the perspective of the 
provincial government. 

The meeting, which begins at 2 
p.m., will be chaired by Ivan 
Mouat. 

~@'\@ '- ~@'\@ 
8®1tsPring 
f@LKCLVB 

presents 

OPENING ACT: COLLEEN ECCLESTON 
. • --.: . .- •. U ·-·: ·:-.-··.-., .... ·.:-·-:-.-:·::r=~::=:~O=~\::::>::::=:~:=::"}~:-:•:::•::·:=~:''/- ~-----, 

Oscar Lopez 
FULFORD 

HALL 
TICKETS $15.00 

Monday 
Feb. 7,2000 

FULFORD HARBOUR.-SWARTZ BAY 

Effective January 31, 2000, the Skeena Queen will be 
removed from service so that engine and hull repairs can be 
carried out. It is expected to be back with in about four' months. 

In the interim, the Bowen Queen will provide service on the 
Fulford Harbour-Swartz Bay route. Because this is a smaller ves
sel than the Skeena Queen, customers may experience some 
overloads at peak traffic periods. 

Also note that, with this vessel change, the final sailing of 
the day from Salt Spring Island on Wednesdays only 
will leave Fulford Harbour at 7:15p.m. The rest of the 
schedule, including eight round trips a day Monday th rough 
Saturday (seven on Sundays) is unchanged. 

During the period of reduced capacity, lower parking rates 
will be available at Swartz Bay for customers wishing to 
board as foot passengers. 

Before you travel, please check www.bcferries.com or phone 
1-888-BC FERRY (386-3431 in Victoria) to confirm sailing times. 

We regret any inconvenience, and thank you for your patience. 

0 BCFERRIES 
www.bcferries.com 

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT? 
Call Driftwood reporter Gail Sjuberg 

OFFICE: 537-9933 (ext.) 210 

• Surf the internet up to 90 hours per 
month 

• E-mail address included 
• Personal website page (up to 2 

megabytes) 
• Toll free support line 

$18.95 
PER MONTH 

[aU~I$~RVE; 

CALL TODAY! 

I 
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LAURIE"S Recyclit1g & Waste Service~ 
DROP-OFF: 

PICK-UP: 

Waste & Recycling Tuesday through Saturday 
Sam • Spm Next to Ganges Village Market 
Commercial & Residential CALL & 3 92 9 Large clean-ups & recycling 5 • 7 
An island family serving Islanders since 1861 
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'NOT EXACTLY AS ILLUSTRATED 

WEDNESDAY, FEB 2 
O:OOPM 
0There's Something About Mary (1998,Comedy) 
A private eye falls for the good-looking woman he has 
been hired to find. Ben Stiller, Cameron Diaz (2h) 
8:00PM 
ffi *** 14 Going on 30 (1988,Comedy) Due to 
guwth accelerator, 14 year old Danny transforms himself 
into an adit. St!M3 Ed<nldt. Dap'Y>eAslboal<(1h40) 
9:00PM 
0 Shadow Warriors 2: Hunt for the Death 
Merchants (1998,Action) The Shadow Warriors go 
after an old nemesis who is threatening Seattle. Hulk 
Hogan. Martin Kove (2h) 
0 m m CIII In the Name of the People 
(2000,Drama) A man finds a bond between himself 
and the murderer of his daughter. Scott Bakula. 
Richard Thomas (2h) 
9:40PM 
ffi Zenon, Girl of the 21st Century (1999,Sci-Fi) 
Zenon, a 13 year old grown up on a space station. 
finds herself "grounded". Kirsten Storms, Raven
Symone(1h25) 
10:00 PM 
ffi Danton (1982,Drama) Former allies, Danton and 
Robespierre. are now divided by a rule. Gerard 
Despardieu, Wojciech Pszoniak (2h20) 
11:00PM 
0 Hush (1998,Suspense) A mother weaves a 
vicious web of deceit to destroy her son's marriage. 
Jessica l.Enge, Jonathan Schaech (1 h45) 
11:55PM 
~ ***To Uve (1994,Drarna) Follows a mar
ried couple as their fortunes rise and fall through sev
eral decades. Ge You. Gong U (2h30) 

TllURSDAV, FEB 3 
O:lXJPM 
D The Pass (1998,Suspense) A comic-strip syndi
cator picks up a hitchhiker who wants more than a free 
ride. James LeGros. Elizabeth Pena (1h30) 
ffi Myra Breckinridge (1970) Raquel Welch under
goes a sex change to beoome Rex Reed. Mae West. 
John Huston (1h40) 
8:00PM 
0 Hurricane Streets (1998,Drama) A boy must 
decide whether to move to a new city or continue his life 
of crime. Brendan Sexton Ill. Antoine McLean (1 h30) 
ffi ***Freaky Friday (1977,Family) A mother 
and daughter switch bodies and learn a lot about each 
other. Barbara Harris, Jodie Foster(1h40) 
ff}<M) ***Dumb & Dumber (1994,Comedy) 
Two idiot pals travel to Aspen to return a beautiful 
woman's briefcase. Jim Carrey, Jeff Daniels (2h) 
9:30PM 
D The Size of Watermelons (1995,Comedy) The 
life and times of a group of art students in Venice, 
(;al~_mia. Paul Rudd. lone Skye (1 h30) 

WHAT 

(1972,Adventure) An eleven year old runs away 
rather than risk having his pet lion taken away. Michael 
Douglas, Wi11Geer(1h30) 
10:00 PM 
ffi ***The Killing Fields (1984,Drama) The 
atrocities of the Khmer Rouge regime after the American 
evacuation. Sam Waterston, Haing S. f\9?t'(2h) 
11 :00PM 
0 54 (1998,Drarna) A naive man is caught up in the 
glamour of Manhattan's Studio 54. Ryan Phillippe, 
Mike Myers (2h) 

FRIDAY, FEB 4 
O:lXJPM 
D Operation Condor 2: The Armour of God 
(1998,Action) A man and his siclekick are sent to find 
a mysterious treasure held by monks. Ken Boyle, 
Jad<ie Chan (1 h30) 
6:30 PM 
ffi Mondo (1996) J.M.G. Le Clezio's tale of a myste
rious boy, homeless in Nice, France. Ovidiu Balan, 
Philippe Petft(1h30) 
8:00PM 
0 A Simple Plan (1998,Suspense) A group of men 
find four million dollars and try to hide loot until compli
cations arise. Bill Paxton. Billy Bob Thorton (2h) 
o:!J Rubber (1997,Comedy) An absent-minded 
professor invents a gravity-defying substance called 
flubber. Robin Williams, Marcia Gay Harden (2h) 
ffi ** Tu~ & Hooch (1989,Comedy) A compul
sively neat investigator is forced to team up with a 
~~dog. Tom Hanks, Mare Winningham (1 h35) 
IDl1J **Striking Distance (1993,Thriller) Cop is 
at odds with his new partner while tracking a serial 
killer. Bruce Willis. Sarah Jessica Parker(2h) 
m (12) * * * Pr.,dator II (1990,Action) The 
Predator. a powerful alien. returns to invade the city of 
Los Angeles. Danny Glover, Gary Busey (2h) 
8:30PM 
ffi Go Tell it on the Mountain (1985,Drama) A 
young boy struggles to gain the approval of his stem. 
unrelenting stepfather. Paul Winfield. Rosalind Cash (1 h) 
9:35PM 
ffi Ronnie and Julie (1997,Rornance) A charming 
and inspiring look at the power and innocence of 
young love. Teri Gan; Joshua Jackson (1 h40) 
9:45PM 
ffi Kama Sutra: A Tale of Love (1996,Drarna) An 
Indian princess' friend becomes her husbands courte
san. Sarita Chaudry. Indira Varma (2h) 
10:00 PM 
O (]J ****Blackboard Jungle (1955,Drarna) 
An ex-G.I. takes on a teaching job and finds a jungle ol 
hostile teenagers. Glenn Ford, Anne Frands (1 h40) 
0 Homegrown (1998,Drarna) A marijuana farmer 
and his helpers attempt to sell goods on their own. 
Billy Bob Thornton, Hank Azaria (1 h45) 
11:15PM - .. .. - .... - . ·~- ·-·· . 

TOYOTA 
DUNCAN 

WIDE OPEN 
ALL WEEKEND LONG! 

TV MOVIES 
a web of murder. Robert Mitchum. Jane Greer(1 h40) 
11:55PM 
~***To Have and Have Not (1944,Drarna) 
A charter boat operator helps the French resistance 
fighters during WW2. Humphrey Bogart, Lauren 
8acall(2h) 

SJmJRDAY; FEB 5 
6:00PM 
IDJI) Murder in a Small Town (1999,Mystery) A 
director may be next on a hit list after his wife and 
friend are murdered. Gene Wilder, Mike Staff (2h) 
8:00PM 
D Holy Man (1998,Comedy) A sleazy salesman 
makes an inspirational guru famous on a home shop
ping network. Eddie Murphy. Jeff Goldblum (2h) 
0 @ ****The Rock (1996,Action) Two men 
attempt to stop a chemically armed general who has 
taken over Alcatraz. Sean Connery. Nicolas Cage (3h) 
ffi ***Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory 
(1971 ,Fantasy) A chocolate maker gives five golden 
passes for a trip through his lactory. Gene Wilder, Jack 
Albertson ( 1 h45) 
m (j1) * * The Hand That Rocks the Cradle 
(1992,Thriller) A nanny charms her way into a family's 
employ while planning revenge. Rebecca DeMornay, 
Annabella Sciarra (2h) m (12) * * * Splendor in the Grass 
(1961,Romance) A young, working-class high schoo 
girl has a romance with a rich boy. Natalie Wood, 
Waffen Beatty (2h30) 
9:15PM 
ffi * * * Beyond the Valley of the Dolls 
(1970,Drarna) A trio of female musicians try to make it 
in the music business. Dolly Read, Cynthia Myers (2h) 
9:45PM 
ill** The Adllentu'es of Huck Fm (1!l!I3,A<M!nlu'e) 
A boy and a runaway slave journey up and down the 
MsslssW- ..ason RdJards. ~ 1-\00:1(1 h45) 
10:00PM 
(ik]J ****Hiroshima, Mon Amour (1959,War) 
The b.e aJiai' between an a:tress and an ardltect is ha!.rt
ed by rremories. Emmruele f'i>va. Ej O<adl (1 h35) 
fl!)~ Murder In a Small Town (1999,Mystery) 
Gene Wilder, Mike Staff(2h) 
0 Rushmore (1998,Drama) An eccentric tenth
grade student falls helplessly in love with a first grade 
teacher. Jason Schwartzman, Bill Murray ( 1 h45) 
11:30PM 
ffi **Flesh Gordon (1974,Comedy) A superhero 
tries to save Earth from the evil Emperor Wang's sex 
~and more. Suzanne Fields, Johh Hoyt (1 h35) 
ill **Thunder in the City (1937,Ciassic) An 
American promoter meets the owners of a Rhodesian 
minec 13_~rd G. Robinson. Mige/Bruce ( 1 h20) 

save a peaceful community from destruction. Kurt 
Russell, Jason Scott Lee (1 h45) 

SUIIIOAY, FEB 6 
O:OOPM 
0 October Sky (1999,True) A coal miner's son 
learns about rockets against his father's wishes. Jake 
Gyl/enhaal, Chris Cooper (2h) 
ffi * * It's a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World 
(1963,Comedy) A group of people scramble desper
ately to unearth a buried treasure. Spencer Tracy, 
Miffon Berle (2h45) 
IDTI) *** Mr. Destiny (1990,Comedy) A man's 
life is altered after he is given a chance to redo a 
moment in his past James Belushi, Uncia Hamiffon (2h) 
8:00PM 
0 Payback (1999,Action) A small time criminal 
seeks revenge after being double-crossed by his part
ner-in-crime. Mel Gibson, Gregg Henry (2h30) 
liJ(liD ***Face Off (1997,Actlon) A member of 
an FBI antiterrorist team 'boiTCM'S" the face of his enemy 
~undercover. John Tm\.Oita, Nicolas Cage (3h) 
ffi Up, Up and Away (1999,Comedy/Drama) 
Seemingly ordinary family are actually superheroes, 
each with a secret iclentity. ( 1 h35) 
IDTI) **** Dirty Dancing (1987,Dance) While 
on vacation. a girl ciscowrs love and romance with the 
local dance instructor. Patiick SWayze. Jenn00t-Grey(3h) 
9:00PM 
0 CD 0 m m CIII Missing Pieces 
(2000,Drama) A father dedicates his life to learning 
the truth abou1 the death. or murder. or his son. James 
Coburn, Uza Zane (2h) 
ffi **The Hot Rock (1972,Comedy) Four misfits 
blunder every step of a carefully planned jewel heist. 
Robert Redford, George Segal(1h50) 
9:35PM 
ffi *Iron Will (1994,Drarna) A young man enters a 
dog sled marathon in order to money for college. 
Mackenzie Astin. Kevin Spacey (1 h55) 
10:00 PM 
~ Whools (1978,Drarna) Boardroom intrigue at 
a giant automobile company struggling under the high 
competition. Rock Hudson, Lee Remick (2h} 
10:30 PM 
0 Lethal Weapon 4 (1998,Actlon) Three Los 
Angeles detectives try to unravel a Chinese slave
smuggling ring. Mel Gibson. Danny Glover(2h) 
11 :00PM 
ffi 11 Harrowhouse (1974) A motley crew of misfits 
attempt to relieve a clearing house of its diamonds. 
Charles Grodin. Candice Bergen (1 h45) 
11 :30PM 
ffi **The Apple Dumpling Gang (1975,Comedy) 
Russell falls heir to three orphaned youngsters who 
get rich in gold-rush. Bill Bixby, Tim Conway (1 h40) 

MONDAY, FEB 7 
6:00PM 

Patrick Bergin. Annie Dufresne (2h} 
ffi **Staying Alive (1983,Rornance) Tony juggles 
two women while trying to be a Broadway dancer. 
John Tra\.Oita, Cynthia Rhodes(1h45) 
8:00PM 
0 The Price of Kissing (1997,Rornance) Pauley 
Perrette. Nicole Eggbert (2h) 
0 @) 0 @ Mary and Rhoda (2000,Drama) 
Mary and Rhoda return to New York City to make a 
fresh start after loosing their husbands. Mary Tyler 
Moore, Valerie Harper (2h) 
ffi **The Rescue (1988,Adventure) Courageous 
children plan their own daring mission to rescue Navy 
officers. James Cromwell, Edward Albert ( 1 h40) 
m@ ** Only the lonely (1991,Romance) A 
man may have a chance at happiness d he can confront 
his dominating mother. John Can<o/, Ally She<l<ly (2h) 
9:40 PM 
ffi * * The Ghost and Mr. Chicken 
(1966,Comedy) A typesetter yearning to be a reporter 
covers a murder story in a haunted house. Skip 
Homeier, DonKnotts(1h30) 
I O:OOPM 
ffi ***Beat Street (1984,Muslcal) Story of a D.J. 
in showbiz focusing on break-dancing in the mid '80's. 
Rae Dawn Chong, Guy Davis ( 1 h50) 
D There's Something About Mary 
(1998,Comedy) A private eye falls for the good-look
ing woman he has been hired to find. Ben Stiller, 
Cameron Diaz (2h) 

TUESDAY, FEB 8 
6:00PM 
0 Seeds of Doubt (1996,Drarna) A reporter starts 
a crusade to free a convicted murderer who she 
claims is innocent. Peter Coyote. Sten Eirik (2h) 
8:00PM 
0 *** Hard Eight (1996,Suspense) A gambler 
befriends an unlucky man and becomes involved in 
his Ide. John C. Reilly, G-..yneth Paffrow (2h) 
ffi Beyond Witch Mountain (1982,Adventure) 
Tony and T1a leave community on Witch Mountain in 
pursuit of their Uncle Bene. Eddie Albert. Efrem 
Zimbalist Jr. (55m) 
8:55PM 
ffi *** International Velvet (1978,Drama) 
Orphaned American girl comes to England to live with 
her aunt. Tatum O'Neal, Christopher Plummer (2h5) 
10:00 PM 
ffi ***The Blues Brothers (1980,Comedy) Two 
bumt)ing brothers reassemble their band to raise money 
tor an orphanage. John Belushi. OanAykfoj.l1(2h15) 
0 Clay Pigeons (1998,Drarna) A young man's Ide 
unravels as his involvement in some deaths is sus
pected. Joaquin Phoenix, Gregory Sporleder (1 h45) 
11 :45PM 
D Fear and Loathing In Las Vegas 
(1998,Advenb.n) A journalist experiences a ~ 
_ __. ~ 1--\'--... ·--'-· --:....a.-- ,.,s ...__ ~-
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Nutrition and mind 
symposium subject 

A former Salt Spring naturopathic physician is 
teaming up with Thrifty Foods to spread the word on 
feeding the mind. 

Dr. Peter Bennett and the grocery store chain are 
presenting a day-long symposium called Nutrition 
and the Mind on February 12 at the Victoria 
Conservancy of Music at 907 Pandora Avenue. 

The symposium will feature three of North 
America's top researchers and clinicians, presenting 
scientific, medical findings in easy-to-understand 
language. 

Dr. Abram Hoffer will speak on Nutritional 
Disease: The Modern Epidemic; Dr. Michael 
Murray is presenting Natural Alternatives for 
Anxiety and Depression; and Dr. Michael Schmidt's 
speech is entitled Nutrition and Optimum Brain 
Function. 

The symposium runs from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
tickets - available at all Greater Victoria Thrifty 
Foods stores- cost $25. 

This is the second in a series of symposiums orga
nized by Bennett, who recently moved his office 
from Salt Spring to Saanichton but has maintained 
many island clients. He is the author of the book 7-
Day Detox Miracle, which hi t the LA. Times best
seller list. 

Pied pianist Parker draws 
affectionate Saturna crowd 

Jon Kimura Parker 
brought a remarkable 
bundle of surprises to 
the Community Hall 
on Tuesday evening 
last week. 

SA1URNA 
NOTES 

events at the Community Hall. 
Thanks to Jon, Piano Six and the 
Satuma Arts and Concerts Society 
for making this wonderful evening 
possible. 

I had been disap
pointed to hear that 

WITH GAIL TRAFFORD Super Bowl Sunday 

he would perform on an electronic 
keyboard but I still did not want to 
miss a world-class pianist when the 
performance was so close at hand. 

When I walked into the hall I 
was astounded to see what 
appeared to be a baby grand piano 
on the stage. Where had it come 
from? How, I wondered, had he 
managed to get it up onto the 
stage? Were there 10 local men 
with sore backs? 

In his opening remarks, Parker 
identified the piano as a disklavier 
GranTouch Yamaha Digital Grand 
piano. A piano that never needs to 
be tuned. It also weighs much less 
than a grand piano. 

When -he started to play my 
reservations dissolved in the enjoy
ment of an authentic piano sound 
rendered with remarkable skill. 

In an earlier performance for the 
children of Saturna, Parker must 
have become the pied pianist. 
Several of the elementary children 
followed him to the concert in the 
evening for another taste of his 

Fitness 

Fun! 

4-week series of 
Nia Fitness Classes 
Nia mind/body/spirit fitness 
classes will be held Mon. , 
Thurs., & Sat. 10:15 to 11:30 

am from Feb. 14 to March 11 
at All Saints Angl ican 
Church, upstairs hall. Nia is 
a fun aerobic workout set to 
music, suitable for all 
fitness levels, using yoga, 
martial arts and dance. 
Drop in $8. Bring your 
playful spirit and join us! 
Call Leslie DeAthe, Certified 
Nia Teacher, at 537-0884. 

brilliant playing. The young chil
dren were caught up in the perfor
mance and sat quietly longer than 
many of the adults imagined could 
be possible. 

Parker had a friendly presence 
and he seemed to feel right at home 
with the audience. He played lo:1g 
and with gusto. A glassy black 
piano and a black suit spoke of for
mality but a surprising hint of red 
suspenders peeking out of the vest 
armholes added a note of playful
ness. A brilliant red handkerchief 
flew out like a startlingly brilliant 
butterfly fo llowing each number 
and touched Parker's face before he 
carried on with the next piece. 

But the magic was in Parker's 
fingertips as he carried the listeners 
away to another time and another 
place. Mozart, Gershwin, Ravel, 
Corea and Chopin were a few of 
the composers he chose: for this 
night. He was rewarded with the 
most spontaneous standing ovation 
I can remember in many years of 

This Sunday Sonny and Jennifer 
threw open the doors to their 
Winter Cove home for the whole 
island to · watch the Super Bowl. 
Non-sports fans were welcomed 
with equal gusto. 

The game was viewed on two 
screens, one on each level of the 
house. 

Two pinatas delighted the chil
dren and kept the adults laughing 
as the youngsters swung blindfold
ed at the football-shaped prize and 
then scrambled for the goodies. 

Guests were offered oysters raw 
on the half shell or steamed on the 
barbecue. A sandwich bar in the 
dining room provided a variety of 
food for others. Following the 
game a cake decorated like the 
Super Bowl playing field was lit 
with ca ndl es to mark Clifford 
Crooks' birthday. 

Both the arts and sports provide 
opportunities for the islanders to 
get together and enjoy the cama
raderie of a small co mmunity. 
These are the sorts of things that 
makeSatuma a great place to live. 

Salt Spring IsJand Conumm.ity Services 
268 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 

537-9971 
ALL OF OUR SERVICES ARE FREE 

* 24 HR. CRISIS LINE: Dial 0 and ask for ZENITH 2262 (no charge). 
Caller is connected with the Need Crisis Centre in Victoria. 

* EMERGENCY FOOD BANK: Open Tuesday 11-3. 
* COUNSELLING SERVICES: Crisis and short-term counselling 

provided 'by Community Workers. 
* SUPPORT GROUP: For parents of special needs children - behaviour, 

school issues, etc. 2nd Wed. each month 537-1232. 
* ALCOHOL & DRUG PROGRAM: Prevention & treatment service is free & 

confidential. 
* FAMILY PLACE: DROP IN- for parents & children under 6 yrs. 

Mon. -Thurs. 9:30-12 noon. CLOTHING EXCHANGE- open daily. 
537-9176 

* RECYCLE DEPOT: Open Tuesday - Saturday from 1 O:OOam-5pm, 
349 Rainbow Rd. , 537-1200. 

* COMMUNITY WELLNESS PROGRAMS COORDINATOR: Call 
Sharon Glover at 537-4607. 

* Emergency Mental Health Services available: 4pm to midnight. 
Access is available through the Emergency Room at Lady Minto 
Hospital call: 538-4840 

N I TY 

The best 
GOOD NEWS 

Inside up 
Heather Afford jumps over 
obstacle 5 with a little help 
from her friend Daulton at 
the Salt Spring Equestrian 
Club's Winter Woolies Series, 
wh ich took place on Sunday. 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 

CbMMUN'IT 
MIDWIFERY 
CARE 
NEW CLIENTS ALWAYS WELCOME 

tip is worth $25 each 
week. 

Maggie Ramsey 
Registered Midwife 

Jules Atkins 
Registered Midwife 

Drop off, telephone, email, fax 
your submissions to the 

Driftwood by 10 a.m. Monday. 

130 McPhillips Ave.' 

53 7 ~2243 office 
(M.S.P. Coverage for home & hospita l) 

or 
1-888-987-2351 

. . 
£-)~-:fJ 

Kindred Spirits Tour 
· a oersonal ioumev for women · . - - - -· ---------.. I COMMUNITY WELLNESS PROGRAMS I 

I fEBRUARY 2000 Sharon5~~:~~~~dinator I 
I Wellness Speaker on I 

ARTHRITIS MANAGEMENT: 
I MEDICATION AND NUTRITION FOR ARTHRITIS I 
I 

Elaine Kilpatrick, R.N. from The Arthritis Centre, Victoria I 
-important Foods to consider in your diet 

; 
I 
I 
I 
I 

and understanding recent medications 
2:00 p.m. Wednesday 16 February. Free for all at Salt Spring Seniors. I 

ARTHRITIS SELF-MANAGEMENT COURSE I 
Do you have arthritis? Is your health worth 12 hours of your time? " 

Join our 6 week class of information and support ~o 
in a friendly group to help you: - understand your arthritis 

- learn to cope with pain - take an active role in your own care. ~ 

This course will run from 15 February- sign up NOW! I 
Leave a message at 537-4607 to register. 

HERBAL HEALTH FOR ELDERS I 
- clinical herbalist Kisae Petersen 

I will conduct a free 6 session series to teach seniors about using herbs to improve their health. I 
1 ·will run March-April with sufficient interest. Call Sharon (537-4607) to register! 1 
I BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC I 

Monday 28 February 
I 10:00-12:00 · at Salt Spring Seniors I 
I Free to all! Drop in- no appointment necessary I 

I ~~ ~£~'{0i$ l I 
~7'-1 ~ E~."lS~~I SOCIID 

.. - - - .... - - - - - L._-----"""'""-"-""' ..... _ .I 
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Distributed Learning Centre 
'just right' for island school 

Enrollment is 
growing at Galiano's 
Distributed Learning 
Centre, one of three 
distance education 
programs operating 
in the Gulf Islands 
School District. 

GALIANO 
NOTES 

WITH ALISTAIR ROSS 

The centre, opened 
las t September, now boasts 
upwards of a dozen students, male 
and female, ranging in age from 14 
years to the mid-40s. A mom-to-be 
is enrolled, taking advantage of her 
waiting period to pursue the sub
jects she requires. 

Students meet three time s a 
week, from 1 to 6 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday. 

Many students are there to com
plete Grade 12 subjects. They will 
be given their examinations when 
ready, either in February or June. 
Some of the younger ones attend
ing have been home-schooled, and 
are enrolled at the centre to get 
needed help in subjects unfamiliar 
to their parents and friends. These 
students appreciate the extra time 
available for study when long bus 
rides or sea voyages are not a part 
of their daily routine. 

Jean Way is the teacher in 
charge at the Distributed Learning 
Centre. Way taught in Richmond 
for many years. During that period 
she also worked at Simon Fraser 
University on student-teacher 
development. 

On Galiano, together with Way's 
understanding and expertise, the 
students have access to Open 
Learning Agency programs; on
line OSCAR courses (at home or 
school) and correspondence cours
es from the South Island Distant 
School program based in Saanich. 
School computers are available to 
the students, making progress easi
er for those who have none at 
home. 

The centre provides other tangi
bles - socialization and peer sup
port. "New ideas develop through 
contact," states Way. "Peer support 
and the helping of one another are 
constants too." The program takes 

BRIDGE 
TRICKS 

~~~OlL 
COMMUNITY 

Call MarJie Kelsey 
who will bring gifts & greetings 
along with helpful information 

about your new community. 

537-5261 .u. 
WWCOME.,.. 

AGON 
. ---

advantage of volunteer tutors, with 
mentors for French language and 
mathematics subjects available and 
ready to respond with help when 
needed. The whole program seems 
to be just right for a community 
school. 

Woody and Ellen 
Woodrow and Ellen Coward 

bought property on Galiano in the 
early '60s. On this land they built a 
weekend cottage, enlarging it into 
a very comfortable home on 
Woody's retirement. 

Galiano was right for the couple 
- they loved the rural life and an 
occasional game of golf as well. 
Ellen liked to help the less fortu
nate and she found her niche at 
Saint Margaret's Thrift Shop. 

Woody became a devoted mem
ber of the North Galiano Fire 
Department - a planner, an orga
nizer and a builder for the commu
nity facility. He was also a leading 
member of the original (1972) 
Galiano pl~nning group, whose 
official community plan was readi
ly adopted. 

The couple sold their home on 
Galiano about five years ago and 
now dwell in a high-rise apartment 
near the UBC Endowment Lands. 
Both have health problems, but 
they are able to rise above them -
the health of other family members 
is more important to them than 
their own. 

Coward is never idle and his lat
est project has been the writing of 
two volumes dealing with the cou
ple's family histories. Ellen's fami
ly came to North America in 1722, 
Woody's in 1800. 

The couple's family encouraged 
Woody to write his history. 
"Grandpa, we love your stories. 
Why don't you write them down 
so they will not be forgotten," 

The game played at the Gulf 
Islands Bridge Club on January 17 
saw Conhor Vane-Hunt and Ian 
Thomas in first place, followed by 
Irene Hawksworth and Yvonne 
Sollitt. 

asked the grandchildren. 
So the research began, and the 

"family trees" took shape. "No 
Grandpa, that's not what we want," 
said the children. "We were hoping 
for all those stories you have given 
us over the years." 

So structured, the history now 
includes both graphs and stories 
and fills two volumes. A third is on 
the way. 

Titled Connections, A Story of 
the Family, the two paperbacks 
were published by Coward himself 
and with his own funds . 

Ellenwood, the name chosen for 
his publication company, is also 
the name the couple gave their 
Galiano home. A number of photos 
from the couple's Galiano days are 
included in one of the books. 

Aries Libra 
!14arch 21-April 20 
OK, so It's almost Valentine's 
Day. and you don't have any plans. 
Lighten up. It's time you took your 
destiny In your own hands. Don't 
wait for someone else to make 
plans for you. Be open to a family 
member's suggestions this week. 

Taurus 

September 23-0ctober 23 
You may be able to set aside some 
time for yourself this week. Your 
family's schedule has been really 
hectic lately. but lllooks like plans 
and activities are starting to slow 
down. So take It upon yourself to 
make some plans just for you. 

The cover designs are from the 
family album. The front cover 
shows Woody and Ellen and their 
four youngsters looking into the 
future (as touched up by a family 
member). The back cover features 
a photo of the two taken at 
Vancouver's Wreck Beach on 
Ellen's 80th birthday. Behind them 
in the distance are the hills of 
Galiano and the location of their 
first "real home" - army families 
being always on the move. 

April 21-May 21 
Scorpio 
October 24-November 22 
Your confidence Is building; recent 
events have helped. Maybe this Is 
the week for you to stick out your 
neck and ask for something you 
thought was next to Impossible. 
Before you do, prepare yourself 
mentally and physically. 

Printed for the couple's immedi
ate family, the books are limited in 
number. One has, however, been 
promised to the Galiano Museum 
Society and will be available for 
loan. 

Coming events 
Saturday, February 6, 6:30 p.m. 

North Galiano's 18th Bums Supper 
at the North Community Hall. 

• Wednesday, February 9, 2:30 
p.m., the Galiano Garden Club's 
first meeting of the new season. It's 
at the North Hall. 

• On the same day, but at 7:30 
p.m. in the South Hall, the "extra 
concert" of our winter concert 
series takes place. Featured artists 
are a woodwind quintet from the 
University of Victoria. Ticket reser
vations can be made through 
Elizabeth Bosher, 539-2060. 

On January 24, Hawksworth 
and Sollitt led the way, with 
Blanche Poborsa and Margaret 
Morris in second, and third place 
going to Jim Burford and Ron 
Dickson. 

This longhaired beautiful tortoise
shell lady has just been spayed 
and is ready for a new home. 

CALL SPCA 537·2123 

Gulf Islands 
Veterinary Clinic 

Dr. DerrickS. Milton 
Dr. Noreen Jeremiah 

Mon., Wed., & Fri. 8:30am - 7pm 
Tues., Thurs., & Sat. 8:30am - Spm 

540 Lower Ganges Rd. 
Office 537-5334 

Emergency 537-5334 
I;'~v 0:'1'"7 _11 '1.'7 

Lightening your approach to a 
problem may just be the answer. 
You'll feel more open to share your 
Ideas. and that In turn, will end 
up helping others. A close relative 
Is feeling a little neglected. Plan 
some time with him/her. 

Gemini 
May 22-June 21 
Be prepared to face trying times 
at work at the end of the week. 
Although you've made some great 
plans for Valentine's Day, don't 
be upset If they fall through. Who 
knows. the day may just work out 
better for you and your partner. 

Cancer 
June 22-July 22 
As the week starts, your creative 
Imagination will be energized. Take 
advantage of It, and you'll come up 
with Ideas that are astounding and 
Impressive. Spend time with your 
partner. who really needs to talk. 

Leo 
July 23-August 23 
Once you work out some 
personal dilemma s. you may 
find your professional goals start 
falling Into place. Be patient, and 
don't let up on your work goals. 
Have you been neglecting your 
cultural side? It's time to do 
something about that. 

Virgo 
August 24-September 22 
If Valentine's Day Is not very high 
ori your list of priorities this year. 
maybe It's time to rethink your 
stance. You could be busier than 
nomal at work because of tough 
deadlines, unbalanced work loads 
or coworkers' vacations, so be 
ready. 

A very sweet young girl with an 
interesting coat, black fur with 

white underneath. 

Sagittarius 
November 23-December 21 
This Is finally the year when you 
will be able to sit back and enjoy 
a wonderful Valentine's Day. You 
made your plans early. and nothing 
can stand In your way. Don't be too 
stubborn when It comes to some 
new ideas at work. 

Capricorn 
December 22-January 20 
Your goal this week? Remove some 
of the excess stress In your life. 
That may mean telling a " friend
this Isn't the best time to help 
him/her through another problem. 
especially when everything he/she 
faces is a m ajor disaster. 

Aquarius 
January 21-February 18 
Put up your feet and relax. Your 
tough schedule at work Is finally 
slowing down. and some of the 
problems you've been facing at 
h ome are starting to work out. 
You deserve a break. Don't 
get discouraged by events 
this weekend. · 

Pisces 
February 19-March 20 
Have you thought about changing 
your old routine? ' lt may just be 
the way to find a new solution to 
a problem that seems to have been 
dragging on forever. Don't forget 
to visit a dear friend who Is In 
town for just a short time. 

This is just one of two beautifully 
marked black and white ladies waiting 

patiently for you to take her home. 

CALL SPCA 537·2123 

PET ST, A 'NS ~ GULF ISLANDS 
111 -SEPTIC LTD. 

On clotheS, linenS Of "Islat1ders servi11g Islat1ders" 

bedding? • Septic tank pump-outs 

We can make it fresh • Electronic tank-locating 

and clean again! 
"Friendly service from people you know" 

SALT SPRING 
Linen & Dry Cleaners Ltd. 

116 Hereford Ave .. Ganl!es 537-2241 

• Inspections, repairs 
• Emergency service 

WE WELCOME VISA • MASTERCARD 
• AMERICAN EXPRESS 

PH: 653·4013 



GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD PEOPLE & COMMUNITY WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2000 • 815 

Rocking chair conversations 
in coffee-growing Ometepe 

By GAIL MEYER 
Special to the Driftwood 

Howler monkeys cry out and a 
cacophony of tropical birds 
announces the dawn. Our win
dows overlook the volcano 
Madera, shrouded in a canopy of 
tropical rainforest mist. 

We watch two howlers and 
their babies cavorting in a giant 
mango tree. And then we walk 
downstairs to savour a cup of 
coffee that is grown, processed, 
roasted and ground here at the 
Hacienda Magdalena on the 
island of Ometepe. 

Breakfast is gallo pinto (rice 
and beans), eggs scrambled with 
onion and tomato, a tortilla, and 
flavourful, tart star-fruit juice. 
Our quest is to understand and 
photograph the many steps 
required to produce this steaming 
cup of Ometepe coffee, the beans 
of which we import and sell in 
the Gulf Islands and Victoria. 

Betty and Andy Gibson and I 
are members of the Ometepe
Gulf-Islands Friendship 
Association (OGIFA), which for 
11 years has funded potable 
water and school projects in vari
ous communities on this island. 

The rustic Hacienda 
Magdalena was built in 1888, 
and is a co-operative of 29 fami
lies and associates who were 
given this land in 1985 by 
Nicaragua's Sandanista 
Government. The people work 
the land in common or in indi
vidual parcels, growing organic 
coffee, plantains, corn, frijoles, 
rice and wheat, while tending 
cattle. 

The main source of income is 
coffee, with OGIFA and a U.S. 
equivalent on Bainbridge Island 

(BOSIA) purchasing the entire 
crop . The coffee is picked by 
hand in October and November, 
put through an ancient de-pulp
ing machine, and then dried in 
the sun on cement patios for 
about seven days. 

Then it goes through an equal
ly ancient de-husking machine; is 
shaken through screens that 
grade it into three sizes; is dried 
again in the sun; and finally each 
bean is examined individually. 
Only the perfect ones are sent to 
market in hundred-pound sacks 
that go down the volcano on 
mules and horses . 

Hosted by two families, we 
stay in the indigenous village of 
Las Pilas for three days, where a 
preschool we funded has just 
been completed. 

We make a presentation of 
school supplies that were collect
ed by the school where Betty and 
Andy's daughter teaches. We also 
have money for chairs and a CD
tape player for folkloric music 
and dances. 

My host family is Don Felipe 
Aleman, his wife Dona Mary 
Hernandez,and their children 
Jeffri Alfredo, Eliesner Daniel, 
Felipe Antonio, and Arelis. This 
is a small family in a country 
where 11 children are not unusu
al. 

Without success, the pueblo 
has been trying for 25 years to 
get government help for an ade
quate water supply. A horse 
comes by each morning with 
water buckets, and my family 
buys enough potable water to last 
24 hours. When it rains, water is 
collected for washing people and 
clothing. 

Our kitchen has an earthen 

floor and a wood fire for cook
ing; the outhouse is in a small 
backyard . My family is quite 
prosperous because they run a 
small tienda selling food and 
clothing, but their income is sea
sonal and depends on harvesting 
of local crops. 

In Nicaragua, there is always 
time for conversation, which tra
ditionally takes place in rocking 
chairs on the front porch . Our 
porch overlooks the ballpark that 
serves as the main plaza of Las 
Pilas. 

Baseball is played every night; 
small boys practise from the age 
of four with a stick and a soft 
plastic ball. We discuss every
thing in detail on the porch, and 
as people walk by they stop to 
join in. We talk about the school, 
with its varnished, carved doors, 
artis tic wrought-iron, zinc roof 
and red-brick construction. 

We discuss the huge, black ball 
of smoke that belched out of 
Volcan Concepcion three weeks 
ago. Everyone smiles often and 
loves to laugh at life. 

The project meetings include a 
formal welcome, and then Don 
Eziquiel Aguirrez Pena dramati
cally recites an emotional poem 
by the famous Nicaraguan poet 
Ruben Dario. 

Next morning, when it's time 
to leave, the preschool teacher 
Lydia, our hostesses Mary and 
Dora, and the children Jeffri and 
Eliesner walk us the two kilome
tres to the bus stop. 

We receive the traditional hugs 
and smiles and waves, and then 
rattle off in the public transport. 
The sign above the driver says "si 
no hoy, manana, si!"- "If not 
today, tomorrow, yes!" 

Pick your parade in the debate: 
vasectomy versus tubal ligation 

The military has an odd knack of 
referring to any nerve-racking 
medical procedure as a "parade," 
as though the thought of a march
ing band, twirling batons and jug
gling politicians in clown sui ts, 
lessens the inevitable discomfort. 

"Needle Parade," 

I hope to solve this debate in this 
column and my final recommenda
tions will be based purely on the 
medical facts with a slight bias 
towards those from whom I get 
tickets to the NHL All-star game. 

The vas deferens are the tubes 

for example, is the 
lining up of the 
troops for inocula
tions. My personal 
favourite was "Vas 
Parade" when, 

DR. DAVE 
WITH DAVE HEPBURN 

every Friday morn-
ing, all those "wishing" vasec
tomies would present themselves 
to the clinic. 

"The colonel is here about hi s 
privates," the medical assistant 
would announce gleefull y as he 
marched the shaking officer into 
the O.R. Upon completion of the 
procedure the assistant would tum 
to the vulnerable vibrating vasec
tomized victim and hand him a 
glass of orange juice. 

"Welcome to the club, sir." 
"What club?" 
"The Sunkist orange club, all 

juice and no seeds." 
Predictable debates between 

husband and wives include: who 
should change the diapers, who 
gets up at night with the baby, who 
goes to Billy's first violin lesson, 
who meets Billy's angry principal , 
who tells Billy about the facts of 
li fe and fina ll y, when no more 
Billys are desired, who gets fixed. 

Vasectomy or tubal ligation. The 
male or the female. The wimp or 
the woman. 

men possess that transport Billy's 
future sibs. They must be cut and 
tied off if this is to no longer occur. 
(The old medical school joke was 
that there is a vas deferens between 
a man and a woman.) 

More than 600,000 vasectomies 
are performed annually in North 
America with the newest improve
ment on the procedure being the 
"no scalpel vasectomy" (NSV). 
While this may conjure up images 
of a surgeon using assorted dental 
instruments or really sharp finger
nails, in fact, it is through a very 
small puncture in the scrotum that 
the procedure is done. 

NSV is done under local anaes
thetic with what the surgeon will 
describe as just a "small mosquito 
bite." Small or not, to most men, a 
needle in that part of the anatomy 
may as well be the jaws of life. 
Routine mosquito bites become 
vicious sabre-tooth attacks . 

No scalpel vasectomy involves 
no stitches, no shaving, no scalpel 
and no snivelling. Advantages of 

this procedure include less bleed
ing, less infection and less time in 
which someone is fiddling with the 
nether regions. The vas is severed 
and the tubes are tied off. There is 
no decrease in libido and the fail
ure rate (failure meaning Billy gets 
a sister) is less than one per cent. 
Sometimes a little lump can devel
op at the site but except for some 
occasional post-op swelling, there 
are few complications. 

It must be considered a perma
nent sterili zation. Reversal is not 
terribly successful , is expensive 
and is like tryin g to take two 
strands of thread and aligning the 
ends precisely head to head, then 
sewing them together. 

Tubal li gat ions, on the other 
hand, require penetration into the 
abdominal cavity. The fallopian 
tubes leading from the ovaries to 
the uterus are either clipped, cau
terized or cut. Again it is a rela
tively simple procedure with few 
complications . Done right after 
childbirth this is easy and effective 
(and the patient is usually highly 
motivated). Though this too must 
be considered permanent, reversal 
is somewhat more successful than 
with vasectomies. 

The advantages of the vasecto
my therefore are that it is safer, 
easier and quicker. The disadvan
tages are that it is not as easily 
reversible and it has to be per
formed on men. 

Speaking of the disadvantaged 
reminds me, it's "spine insertion 
parade" today and the clinic is full 
of jugglers in clown suits. 

Don Irwin Collision Ltd. 

ACROSS 
1. Actress Scala 
4. French naturalist 
8. Presidential 

nickname 
11. Curvature 
13. Hopeless case 
14. Partial: prefix 
15. Traditional 

knowledge 
16. Bay horses 
17. Cigar-hawking 

Adams 
18. Impudence 
20. Looked after 
22. Tool's mate 
23. Egg drink 
24. Map parts 
27. Colliers 
30. Frost, as a cake 
31. Part of SST 
33. Appear to be 
35. Downturn 
36. Rockefeller riches 

source 
37. Farm male 
38. Med. subj. 
40. Heavens supporter 
42. Land measure 
43. Shining 
45. Hosiery 
48. College yell 
49. Capone's group, 

informally 

50. Out of the country 
53. Harbor markers 
56. Cambodian's 

neighbor 
57. Slogan 
60. Actress Thompson of 

Carrington 
62. Cleave 
63. He played Robin in 

1938 
64. Kilt wearer 
65. Printers' measures 
66. Cannon of Ally 

McBea/ 
67. Moslem commander 

DOWN 
1. Woman from 

Kalamazoo 
2. _ Man (Ayres film) 
3. Measure for Old 

MacDonald 
4. San Diego attraction 
5. Stop _ dime 

(2 wds.) 
6. Gave temporarily 
7. Poison popular with 

mystery writers 
8. Yield by treaty 
9. Included with 

1 0. Alter the truth 
12. Groups of livestock 
13. Hails 
14. Bushy fences 

19. Compete 
21. Pieree's refusal 
24. Cake feature 
25. King Birendra's land 
26. Like a chimney, 

come spring 
27. La Scala's city 
28. Showed again 
29. Where to buy a 

Kenmore 
30. Crete peak 
32. Goose egg 
34. Mrs. , in Metz 
39. Very hot 
40. Mortified 
41. Periodic table feature 
44. Saint, in Recife 
46. Singer Rawls 
47. Wind instruments 
50. Cough fraught with 

meaning 
51. Forbids 
52. Boat with flaring 

sides 
54. Workout spot 
55. Polluted air 
56. It's past "due" 
58. Refrain bit 
59. Like a of bricks 
61. _ loss for words 

(2 wds.) 

Q We have recently moved into a ten year 
• old home on Salt Spring and find 

that several floor tiles in the A 
bathroom are damaged 

and should be replaced. What is/ • 
the best way to take up single 

The easiest way to take up 
the tile is to hit it hard right in the 

middle (make sure you wear eye protec
tion) and chip it away from the middle out. 

tiles to replace them? 

Then clean up the old thinset and re-do the tile. 

Sharon's Country Home (250) 537-4014 
IGtchens'"' Baths'"' Furniture'"' Fine Architectural Products at Grace Point Square 
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Doing time 
Arrow Ovenda Petit, at left, and Sugi Henson, above, spend 
time at the daycare centre at this weekend's film festival held 
at Gulf Islands Secondary School. Arrow enjoys a bundle of bal
loons, while Sugi plays with his dinosaur. 

Thirty-five years ago 
• According to a newly 

released ferry schedule, the 
Pender Queen would make a 
daily call at Ganges from the 
Outer Islands, beginning June 14 
and running until September 12. 
The Long Harbour ferry was 
slated to drop its daily call at 
Village Bay on Mayne Island, 
and make only one call per day 
to Galiano Island. 

Ferry would stop daily at Ganges advisory committee for ferry 
service. 

• More than 60 people 
crowded into the school 
board office to attend a spe
cial meeting to discuss a 
potential $800,000 budget 
shortfall. 

• The local branch of the 
Royal Canadian Legion was 
staging Klondike Night which 
would include a show in three 
short acts. The event was for 
adults only and admission cost 
25 cents. 

Thirty years ago 
• Gulf Islands school trustees 

looked at a proposed budget 
which called for an expenditure 
of about $70,000 beyond the 
guidelines set out by the depart-

. ment of education. If more than 
100 people challenged the bud
get , a referendum requesting 
public support would occur. 

• The oldest house on Ganges 
Hill - reputedly haunted -
was destroyed in a fire-fighting 
practice. The house, located 
above Dean Road, was built by 
Reid Bittancourt at the start of 
the century. It was currently 
unoccupied and in poor condi
tion . A former tenant said the 

house was haunted by Florence 
Bittancourt, however, no one could 
find any trace of such a person. 

Twenty-five years ago 
• A new and "keenly-supported" 

4-H Club was formed for Salt 
Spring Island on January 27 at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. J. Harkema. 

• The chamber of commerce 
was concerned about telephone 
difficulties. While local calls were 
usually satisfactory, reported past 
president Tom Toynbee, direct
dialling off-island caused numer
ous difficulties. A Driftwood edi
torial lamented the "very weari
some shortcoming," but did not 
describe the problem. 

Twenty years ago 
• Four members of the Gulf 

Islands Secondary School ski team 
walked away with medals in a 
Mol star competition. Chris 
Fairweather won a gold medal, 
while Kathy Ramsey, Shauneen 
Spence and Andy Fisher each 
brought home a bronze medal. 

• Regional director Yvette 
Valcourt denied that her motion 
calling for a halt to building, occu
pancy and health permits in 
Ganges was not designed to block 
the credit union move from 

DOWN THE 
YEARS 

Valcourt Centre to McPhillips 
Avenue. The motion was part of an 
ongoing issue surrounding instal
lation of a sewer system in 
Ganges. 

Fifteen years ago 
• One hundred people inquired 

about five potential jobs available 
on Salt Spring through a Canada 
Works project. To qualify for a 
job, the applicants had to be on 
unemployment insurance. Pay was 
$316 per week for 40 hours of 
work. The project was to map and 
create nature trails on Crown land 
at the south end of Salt Spring. 

Ten years ago 
• A study to consider the possi

bility of establishing a community 
council on Salt Spring was expect
ed to start in the near future . The 
study would also consider the role 
a community council would play 
on Salt Spring and the potential 
relationship between it and the 
Islands Trust. 

• The Parks and Recreation 
Commission was considering 

Jan Macpherson 

LISTINGS 
WANTED 

I PROMISE YOU ... 
);> ABSOLUTELY THE BEST LISTING/ < 

MARKETING PACKAGE AVAILABLE 

);> Outstanding technical, computer, Internet/website resources < 

,,tet ?He ~ ~(UUt 'P~ 
In the USA at the R6'Mil(" 

International Convention in February. 

CALL JAN FIRST & MAKE YOUR MOVE! 

(250) 53 7-9894 

installation of condom machines 
in washrooms at Centennial Park 
after learning that AIDS had 
spread into the teenage heterosex
ual communi
ty in the .---------o-:=-...,..-----..,..------. 
Captial 

~i~~;t.o n a I IEf£9i ... ,Q§j ~ 
SPECIAL FAMILY DINNER · 

Five 
years ago 

• Elimination 
of the Long 
Harbour and 
Fulford ferry 
terminals, a 
hub terminal 
at Mayne 
Island with 
vessels radiat
ing out to 
serve the 
other islands, 
and a new ter

3-COURSE 

Fri.& sa·t. 
JAN.31 & FEB. 1 

Children l:J &. under- 1/2price · 
Children 5 (;, under - fr ee 

Roast Pork &Apple Sauce $3.00 
Baked Ham & Pineapple $4.00 
Seafoods & Steak a I so on specia I 

IU:SERVL 537-5338 
l\0\\' Ship ~s 
Anchor~ 

minal at the ~~ .... Inn southeast cor
ner of Salt 
Spring were 
among sug
gestions put 
forward by r·--·- .. -- ·---- --··---- w.. . ·n 
the new 
strategic plan This ad ran ]an. 29, 1975 

COTTONWOOD CLOSE $229,000 
* Luxury living at an affordable price 

* 3 br's, 2 full bathrooms 
* Wood trims, quality finishing throughout 

EXCEPTIONAL PRICE BROCHURE 

....... _, _," ~-,~ - w w w . s a I t s p r i n g g u i d e . c o m , .. ~'",_.,. ~ _ 
' 1 e-mail: jan@saltspringguide.com TOLL FREE 1-BOG-731-7131 I x -- ffll 

* Light, bright, elegant-vaulted ceilings 
* 3 br's + den + office + exercise room 

* Beautiful fir floors/trims, custom cabintry 

PRICED BELOW REPLACEMENT $349,900 I 


