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CIDER SPACE: Hot apple cider prepared and served by 
David Cowell was a warm treat at the Beaver Point Craft Fair 
held this weekend at the south end hall. Salt Spring is abuzz with 

lots of Christmas activities leading up to the big day in two and a 
half weeks. For a list of what's on this season, turn to Page 22. 

Fulford-Swartz run gets later sailing 
Salt Spring will get an early 

Christmas present from B.C. Fe'rries 
Friday when the corporation lengthens 
the schedule on its Fulford Harbour
Swartz Bay route. 

While the run will continue to offer 
only eight round-trip sailings, the last 
sailing leaves Swartz at 9 p.m. and 
Fulford at 8 p.m. 

The change extends by 45 minutes 
the current times. 

First sailings have also been 
changed, leaving 'Fulford at 6:20 a.m. 
and Swartz at 7:10a.m. 

" It is part of trying to offer better 
overall service to Salt Spring," said 

spokeswoman Nancy Cameron, 
adding th at the route 's vessel, the 
Skeena Queen, still has no date for 
repairs. 

Sailings were cut from 10 to eight 
during the summer to accommodate 
the Skeena's engine problems. 

The corporation announced it had 
determined the cause of the problems 
in October but was still waiting to 
find a replacement before starting 
repairs. 

The matter will likely-be front and 
centre when ferries minister Gordon 
Wilson and president Bob Lingwood 
speak at a Chamber of Commerce lun-

cheon today (Wednesday) at noon. 
Other schedule changes have also 

been announced. 
Christmas Day and New Year's Day 

will see fewer sailings on both the 
Fulford and Vesuvius-Crofton routes. 

First sailings on both days will be 
cancelled from Fulford and from 
Swartz due to decreased demand. 

Vesuvius and Crofton will have their 
first three and last three round-trip sail
ings cancelled for the same reason. 

The new schedule, starting Friday, 
December 10, until further notice is 
printed on Page B16 of this issue of 
the Driftwood. 

Grantville light show wins again 
By SUSAN LUNDY 
Driftwood Staff 

To find Hal and Donna Keown 's house, 
just look for the glow. 

With 6,500 coloured Christmas lights 
edging along the Salt Spring couple's house, 
circumnavigating several trees, and glim
mering from outbuildings and winter 
scenes, the ocean side of Grantville Street is 
easily spotted from the main road. 

"just big kids," go all out for Christmas, 
adding each year to their amazing display of 
lights and handmade Christmas scenes and, 

. for the past four years, taking a top spot in 
the Driftwood's Christmas decorating con
test. 

In addition, the light show has become a 
"food-raiser" for the Salt Spring food bank. 
Last year the couple contributed half a pick
up truck full of goods donated by people 

Photo by Dernck Lundy 

Flu bug 
bites 
schools 
By SUSAN LUNDY 
and GAIL SJUBERG 
Driftwood Staff 

A virulent flu bug is 
the latest in a series of 
illnesses that have 
robbed schools of stu
dents and teachers, and 
sent a stream of patients 
into local doctors' 
offices. 

FLU BUG 2 

The Keowns, who describe themselves as LIGHT-UP WINNERS 3 Part of the sight at Grantville home 
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FLU· BUG: Students and teachers succumb 
From Page 1 

"It's really bad," said Dr. Holly 
Slakov, chief of staff among med
ical doctors on Salt Spring. "I've 
seen way more sick people this 
year." 

Symptoms of the flu bug circu
lating the island right now include 
an extremely high fever (up to 40 
C or 104 F), headache, muscle 
aches and a persistent cough. 

" It hits fast and puts people to 
bed for four to five days," Slakov 
said. 

Salt Spring Middle School prin
cipal Bob Brownsword reported 
that 67 students of a total 350 
were absent from school las t 
Wednesday. 

"And the sickness is still carry
ing on," he said. " We probably 
send home three to four kids a 
day. No classes are full." 

One Grade 7 class had only 10 
out of 25 students in attendance, 
he added. 

"The kids are feeling really 
lousy . ... Some are away for a 
day or two, come back and then 
they'll be away for a further 
time," said Brownsword. 

Teachers are also succumbing. 
The school board office recorded 
190 sick days among teaching and 
CUPE staff in November and 47 
for the first week of December, 
although the exact causes of their 
ailments are not documented. 

The flu bug is only the latest of 
several illnesses plaguing schools 
this autumn. Strep throat and scar
Jet fever downed students at 
Fernwood Elementary School and 
chicken pox raged through Salt 
Spring Centre School. New chick
en pox cases are still occurring on 
the island. 

:'These are all wrapped up in 
this (bout of sickness)," said 
Capital Regional District (CRD) 
health nurse Pam MacKenzie, 
noting it is unusual for chicken 
pox to make the rounds in fall 
rather than spring. 

"We ' re also seeing the garden 
variety common cold with the 
runny nose and cough," Slakov 
added. 

But it is the flu bug that is of 
the most concern to the elderly 
and the very young. The biggest 
threat posed by influenza is that it 
lowers one 's ability to fight other 

e· '-OWRANCE 
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infections such as bacterial and 
viral pneumonia. Various other 
diseases of the nervous system 
can also occur - sometimes even 
leading to death. 

"The elderly just can ' t handle it 
on top of everything else," Slakov 
said, noting that last year at least 
seven elderly people died on Salt 
Spring due to influenza. 

Flu shots given at the beginning 
of November appear to have done 
their job at Greenwoods , where 
staff report residents have not fall
en victim to the prevalent bug. 

The story is the same at Lady 
Minto Hospital. 

''The problem is 
that they try to 

keep going when 
they're iII - then 

they spread it 
around." 

"At this point there hasn ' t been 
any major problems at the hospi
tal with patients or staff," said 
administrative assistant Diana 
Hayes. 

Again , the early flu shot pro
gram was used. 

The school board, however, 
decided at its November 10 meet
ing to not make available the esti
mated $3,000 it would cost to pay 
for its employees to get flu shots. 

Larry Field , Gulf Islands 
Teachers Association president, 
said Tuesday his group had 
argued that the savings in substi
tute costs would more than cover 
the initial outlay. 

CRD health files state that flu 
shots give up to 70 per cent pro
tection against whatever types of 
influenza are "going around" and 
are usually offered in earlier 
November because the body 
needs time to develop its protec
tion before the flu season starts. 

However, flu shots are still 
available on Salt Spring until mid
December. 

Seniors, as well as others with 
certain conditions, are also 
encouraged to be vaccinated 
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against pneumococcal disease -
an ailment wherein the pnemo
cocci germ causes serious infec
tion of the blood, lungs (resulting 
in pneumonia), or the lining of the 
brain (meningitis). 

These germs are often found in 
the noses and throats of healthy 
people who do not get sick from 
them. However, the germs can be 
spread to vulnerable people 
.through coughing or sneezing. 

According to CRD health files, 
pneumococcal infections cause 
hundreds of deaths and thousands 
of hospitalizations every year in 
British Columbia. 

The vaccine reduces the risk of 
infection by 50 to 70 per cent in 
most elderly people. It also pro
tects against 90 per cent of the 
pneumococci germs tha t cause 
serious disease in other vulnera
ble people. 

Slakov advises people who 
have the flu to stay home. 

"The problem is that they try to 
keep going when they ' re ill -
then they spread it around," 
Slakov said. 

People are particularly conta
gious during the feverish period, 
she said. Although _t he high 
fevers may concern some, it is 
not necessary to visit the doctor 
unless other symptoms develop, 
such as a stiff neck, vomitting, 
earache or breathing difficulties. 

Colds and other viruses may 
cause similar symptoms, howev
er, true influenza weakens a per
son to a much greater degree. 

Influenza is spread through the 
air from person to person or by 
direct contact with mucous from 
the person's nose or throat. 

Regional district statistics indi
cate 1,000 Canadians die each 
year from influenza. 

Slakov and MacKenzie can't 
say whether or not this year's flu 
shot will protect against the bug 
currently circulating the island. 
The vaccination administered this 
year protects against three differ
ent influenza strains. 

"They predicted it would be a 
bad flu year," Slakov said. "It 
seems to come in cycles and we 
were due for it." 
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DriftWood 

Pilgrim 's Notes columnist Jack 
McLean may be a prolific wri ter, 
but he did not produce two columns 
in last week's Driftwood. Rather, 
the article headed " Grieving duck 
finds comfort in friend from the 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

FOR THE 
RECORD 

sky" was actually written by the Driftwood 's excellent writer of Fulford 
Harbour Chronicles - Roger Brunt. 

Also, in last week's issue a crossword puzzle on Salt Spring Centre 
School's kids ' page managed to slip through without numbers on it. 
Although we considered printing it again, word on the street indicated it 
was even more fun to complete the crossword while guessing the num
bers. 

BEVELLED MIRRORS ••• 

(!l~!{Yll 
CALL ROY 

You are this week's winner of a return flight on 

HARBOUR AIR'S 
VANCOUVER SERVICES* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
SCHEDULE CHANGE 

'from Nov. 29 '99 to Jan. 9, 2000, flights 407/408 will depart at 1400 and 1430 respectively 
'from Nov. 29'99 to Jan. 9, 2000, flights 805/806 will depart at 1500 & 1530 respectively 

GANGES to VANC AIRPOIUiMONTAGUE to VAN C. AIRPORT 
$58.00 +CST one way I $63.00 +GST one way 

GANGES to DOWNTOWN VAN C. setvice * 

''jJf)tt::l'-\~~A~~·· 
537-5525 1•800•665•0212 

*If you are this week 's winner. you must contact Driftwood 
within 2 weeks from publication date to enter to win! 
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B.C. Ferries moving on capital program TRINCOMALI 
TRANSPORT CO. 

A document leaked to CTV from a B.C. While the ferries' communications 
department would not substantiate details of 
the report that indicated a capital construc
tion project for new vessels and a large 
increase in overall debt, it did say that 

changes were coming. (250) 360·7426 
Ferries source has revealed that the corporation 
has finally submitted a draft of its capital 
spending program to the B.C. Treasury for 
approval. 

From Page 1 

dropping by to take in the 
Christmas lights sight. 

-~ And it all started years ago with 
a few strings of lights on the bal
cony of a Vancouver apartment. 

"There was a balcony light-up 
contest," Hal Keown recalls. "And 
we didn't win:" 

Although the Keowns moved to 
Salt Spring 14 years ago, they 
didn't get really fixed on 
Christmas decorations until four 
years ago. 

Hal attributes some of their 
adventurousness to the eight years 
he spent in the film industry work
ing on, among other things, dis
plays at conventions. 

Now the Keowns run an auto 
and marine upholstery business 
called STS Marine, as well as 
Rope'n Reel ' n fishing charters 
from their home, making them eli
gible for the annual business light
up contest on Salt Spring. 

Additions to this year's light 
extravaganza include a shooting 
star streaking down a cedar tree, 
and some hand-built camels and 

Leaves Vane. Airport 
7:30am 
11:30 am 
3:30pm 

Leaves Ganges and 
the Gulf Islands 

8:00am 
12:00 pm 
4:00pm 

wise men added to the annual 
nativity scene. 

Other features include lights in 
at least five different trees, a toy 
shop, a scene with Santa and his 
reindeer, a snowman scene and 
various elves scattered throughout 
the property. 

On Saturday night the Keowns 
held their annual kick-off to the 
season with relatives and neigh
bours, a bonfire, and some hot 
chocolate and mulled wine in the 
midst of the Christmassy glow. 

Hal Keown says neighbours are 
always positive about the light 
show, some saying it "helps make 
their Christmas." · 

For other~, it helps with the 
post-Christmas period as the 
Keown's 'food and cash donations 
are usually used to replenish the 
food bank after its Christmas rush. 

And the Keowns are getting a 
little help this year as well. 

Is lands Savings Credit Union 
has offered to help them pay their 
Christmas hydro bill which often 
amounts to upwards of $375. 

"We have been working on our five-year 
capital plan and it is now before the treasury," 
said corporate spokeswoman Joanne Whittier 
Tuesday. 

gee 
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Decorating 
Contest ·winners 

Best all-round 
'!. STS Marine, 125 

Grantville 

Reader's choice 
• Lad/ Minto Hospital 

Thrift Shop 

Most creative 
• first - Pegasus Gallery 
• second - The Tangled 

Web 

' 
Best use of materials 
• first- Sharon's Country 

Home 
• second - A Class Act 

Best use of light 
• first - Vesuvius Inn 
• second - Ruphi Art 

Factory 

Displayed 
Jamie Twaites checks out the 
Christmas window display at 
A Tangled Web in Ganges. 
The business took second 
place in the "creative" cate
gory of the Driftwood's annu
al Light-up contest. 

Photo by DerrKk Lundy 
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Protests, carnival atmosphere, recalls WTO eyewitness 
By TANYA LESTER 
Driftwood Staff 

Puppets that were 80 feet high, 
350 people dressed as turtles, a 
farmer handing out cheese, 25,000 
people in a human chain, jugglers, 
and marching bands were just a 
few of the spectacles in the carni
val atmosphere Esther Muirhead 
witnessed in Seattle during the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) 
conference last week. 

"It was about the possibility of a 
world where people can create 
beauty, joy and a culture of grass
roots resistance," said Muirhead, 
who talked of her experiences at a 
Playback Theatre event last Friday. 
"We can trade among ourselves. 
We have the intelligence to figure 
out things on our own. It was a cel
ebration of life and diversity 
among people and species." 

The psychotherapist with Salt 
Spring connections decided to go 
to Seattle, she told the Driftwood 
later, to be part of the demonstra
tions against the WTO because she 
is concerned about how the "liber
alization of world trade" will 
impact on her two teenagers as 
they grow older. 

Involved in social issues for the 
last 25 years, Muirhead gave an 
example of why she is against the 
WTO: bananas might be sold for 
59 cents a pound, she said; but are 
sprayed with pesticides by a work
er in a developing country who is 
paid only 17 cents an hour because 
trade liberalization allows the fruit 

to be imported into our country. 
The alternative might be to pay 

$1.50 a pound for the bananas, but 
know that a worker is paid a decent 
wage and pesticides are not used. 

Muirhead said in some cases, 
workers, such as Tibetans in 
China, are forced to harvest fruit 
without being paid at all. 

In Seattle, Muirhead was one of 
13 Buddhists who formed a human 
blockade to keep WTO delegates 
out of the Paramount Theatre 
where opening ceremonies were 
held. 

They prevented about 50 dele
gates from passing through tp the 
theatre, said Muirhead, who noted 
many of them were aggressive and 
tried several times to break through 
the human chain. 

Organizers of the demonstra
tions had divided the city into 13 
quadrants with 60 intersections 
leading to the conference area, said 
Muirhead, with about 500 protest
ers at each intersection. 

There were only 13 people at the 
intersection where she was sta
tioned because two city buses had 
been parked across most of the 
street. The union drivers left them 
there in solidarity with the protest. 

The Buddhists stood there from 
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., leaving only to 
use washrooms. They were turned 
away from restaurant facilities and 
from the hospital , which was 
closed. Muirhead said they finally 
found a church that was open. 7 

Muirhead said the irony con-

cerning the hospital was that offi
cials there said no injuries had 
taken place when they had actually 
locked their doors to receiving 
patients. 

A 19-year-old dressed in a boy 
scout uniform and accompanied by 
his elderly father kept coming by 
to encourage them, Muirhead said. 

"We're all one, we are the power 
for change," he sang and kept 
telling them how wonderful they 
were. 
· Muirhead said he also thanked 

the police from the county sheriff's 
office who were "kind and calm" 
while on duty. 

These officers contrasted starkly 
to National Guard members 
Muirhead saw. 

They had Plexiglas shields, huge 
helmets, machine guns (Muirhead 
only found out later they were 
filled with rubber bullets) and huge 
batons, said Muirhead. Their tech
nique was to "barrel" through the 
crowds. 

The demonstration events were 
so numerous that Muirhead was 
only able to participate in about 
one-fifth of them. 

She was part of a 25,000-person 
human chain organized by Jubilee 
2000, a coalition of church groups 
which believes wealthy countries 
should forgive emerging countries 
their debts as a way to help them 
overcome poverty. 

Muirhead also spent much time 
at the Direct Action Network 
(DAN), which was a warehouse 

New Trust council will face several 
tough que~tions at quarterly meeting 

The council of the Islands Trust 
will face two major decisions when 
it meets for quarterly meetings 
Thursday to Saturday in Victoria. 

Much of the time will be given 
over to orientation for new trustees 
elected in the November 20 elec
tions, and the first thing on their 
plate will be to select an execqtive. 

A chairperson and three vice
chairs will be selected from the 26 
sitting trustees. 

Local trustee David Borrowman 
has already indicated that he will 
seek one of the vice-chair seats. 
David Essig from Thetis Island is 
likely to be returned to the chair
man's job, as is vice-chairman John 
Money from Saturna Island. 

Once new trustees are shown the 
ropes, they will have to deal with 
an upcoming budget that has sever-

al big question marks attached to it. 
"First off we have to deal with a 

two-per cent staff pay . increase," 
said Borrowman, adding that it is 
likely that the B.C government will 
cut another 10 per cent from its 
annual grant. 

The province has cut that 10 per 
cent from each of the past three 
years, forcing the Trust's financial 
committee to find alternatives to a 
tax increase. 

"I still don't see much of a stom
ach for a (tax) rise so council is 
going to have some real work on its 
hands," said Salt Spring's other 
trustee Bev Byron. 

Budget decisions will also play a 
major part in one of Borrowman's 
campaign promises - to bring the 
Trust's headquarters to the islands, 
most likely Salt Spring. 

GET ALL DRESSED UP ... 
without last seasons wrinkles and stains. We 
take the utmost care in cleaning & finishing 
your clothes so you'll look your best! 

Dry cleaning 
& 

more! 

Professional Drapery 
Cleaning available too! 

Don't forget the carpets! Rent our steam 
cleaner. You don't have to deal with the 

after dinner or after party stains. 
We rent tableclothes & napkins too! 

Any decision will have to made 
as soon as possible with the lease 
on the Trust's Victoria office up for 
renewal in 2001. 

"It depends a great deal on the 
staff's willingness to move," 
Borrowman said. "With the Trust 
over the hump Of OCPs and LUBs, 
we can take a deep breath and look 
at the future direction of 
resources." 

The possible incorporation of 
Salt Spring is a wild card that has 
not yet been factored into future 
plans. 

The Trust is still getting used to 
the changes on Bowen Island fol
lowing its recent decision to go 
independent. 

Bylaw enforcement and Trust 
policy will also get a return visit 
during council's business meetings. 

SALT SPRING--
Linen & Drycleaners Ltd. 116 Hereford Ave., 

Ganges, 537-2241 

turned over to activists where free 
meals were served. 

There was also a medical clinic 
where one could obtain herbal and 
homeopathic treatments. 

People heard educational speak
ers at the DAN building, created 
banners and took civil disobedi
_ence and jail solidarity training. 

Muirhead remembers the 350 
people who were dressed as turtles 
in protest of the WTO overturning 
of the United States' endangered 
species act. 

The act directed shrimp trollers 
to use equipment that would not 
inadvertently catch and kill sea tur
tles. Muirhead said that since the 
law is no longer in effect, 150,000 
sea turtles have died. 

A French farmer handing out 
Camembert cheese is another 
image Muirhead took away with 
her from Seattle . This was in 
protest of French cheese no longer 
being imported into the United 

• Need Retirement Income? 
• Want It Tax Efficient? 
• High Dividend Yield? 

I have 
the Mutual Fund 
for You ••• 

States because the European Union 
refuses to import "hormone laden" 
American beef, said Muirhead. 

As a follow-up to her experience 
in Seattle, Muirhead intends to get 
involved with opposition to NATO 
which will be meeting in Victoria 
in 2001. 

"This is the military arm of cor
porate globalization," she said. 

She also has joined the Great 
Boycott. It is an international con
sumer organization opposed to 
genetically engineered food and 
pesticides. 

Muirhead will be part of the 
Playback Theatre event at the 
conservation groups' meeting con
cerning the Texada Land 
Corporation on Thursday, 
December 16. 

Playback Theatre is also per
forming as part of the Spirituality 
and Ethics in the Arts series at Salt 
Spring United Church on Friday, 
December 17. 
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INVESTMENT GROUP INC. 
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• AROMATHERAPY 
We have the highest quality & best selection. 
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116 Lower Ganges Road 

537-2325 
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Not in the teacup 
Driftwood reporter Tanya Lester's car gave a 
new meaning to the term "window dressing" 
last Wednesday when it rolled down the hill 
and smashed into The Thrift Shop w indow. 
Lester's friends at the island's metaphysical 
shop, treasured Spirit, where she reads 
teacups, saw the accident in a different light. 

Many people are " crashing" as 1999 draws to 
a close before their lives shift into the New 
(Age) Millennium. Despite The Thrift Shop 
window's plywood replacement, the store still 
picked up the Readers' Choice award in the 
Driftwood's annual Light-up decorating con-
test. Photo by Tony Richards 

Police roadblock checks drivers 
during latest CounterAttack blitz 

Over 800 vehicles were 
checked by police on Salt Spring 
Saturday night as local RCMP 
joined other provincial police 
forces in launching the Christmas 
CounterAttack program. 

Three Salt Spring RCMP mem
bers checked 829 drivers 
between 5 and 11 p .m. in three 
different island locations. 

Roadside screening devices 
were used on five drivers, result
ing in two 24-hour driving prohi
bitions. · 

Police also seized liquor from 
two vehicles where minors were 
dis~overed in possession of alco
hol. 

Road checks, which took place 
all over the province this week
end, will continue throughout the 
Christmas season. 

Now in its 22nd year, the 
CounterAttack program com
bine s highly visible police 
enforcement with comm unity
based education and public 
awareness . 

This year, ICBC has been 
sponsoring CounterAttack road
blocks on Salt Spring throughout 
the year. 

According to ICBC statistics, 
30 per cent of all B.C. road fatal
ities are alcohol-related. This 
added up to 123 deaths in 1998. 

Statistics also show that 60 per 
cent of alcohol-related crashes 
occur on weekends, and account 
for more than $270 million in 
ICBC claims each year. 

Between April and November 
of this year, police in more than 
50 jurisdictions in B.C. have 

JUST FO 

checked over 4.8 million vehi
cles in CounterAttack road
blocks. 

More than 800 drivers have 
been charged with impaired dri
ving under the Criminal Code, 
and clos~ to 11,000 have been 
h_anded 24-hour roadside suspen
siOns. 
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School trustees urge 
Transport Canada 
to fix 'critical' docks 

Outer Islands parents of children who ride the water taxis to school 
are among those holding their breath over long-promised dock repairs. 

May McKenzie, chairwoman of the Gulf Islands School District and 
a Mayne Island resident, said Monday Transport Canada told her a 
crew was scheduled to begin work on Miner's Bay facilities Tuesday. 

But that wasn ' t the fi rst tims: she and other school district officials 
had been told the work would be done imminently. 

The Miner's Bay dock and Sturdies Bay ramp have needed the work 
for quite some time, McKenzie explained. 

At Miner's Bay, the main "T" float is sinking, some guard rails are 
broken, as is linkage, the lights don't always work and the surfaces are 
slippery, she said. 

Floating devices will reportedly be used to buoy up the Miner's Bay 
float, she said. 

Sturdies dock's main problem is with the ramp. 
With the heavy storm season approaching, the repairs have become 

critical. 
"(The docks) just get more and more pummelled with each bad 

storm," said McKenzie. 
She said she was told the last delay resulted when Transport Canada 

was dissatisfied with the bids it received and so the job was put out to 
tender again. 

At the December 8 school board meeting, trustees agreed to send 
another nudging letter to Transport Canada, which still has responsibil~ 
ity for the docks. 

Outer Islands parents had also been pressuring the federal depart
ment, said McKenzie. 

ANDERSON 
APPLIANCE REPAIR 

Prompt, reliable service on all 
makes and models, large or small. 

Hot water tank, 
appliance & pump 

installation. 

Sam Anderson 
537·5268 

pager: 538-9000 

SPECIAL OFFER 
Dryer Clean & Check Over ... s 25 
IS YOUR DRYER SAFE? 
Unt build up close to the element in 

your dryer can cause a fire. 
Be on the safe side. 

Take advantage of our winter special. 

Sam Anderson 
537·5268 

pager: 538-9000 

THIS THURSDAY 
MENS 

SHOPPING NIGHT AllisMerr 
andBrigh 

THURSDAY, 
DEC.9 

ONE NIGHT ONLY 
5-Spm 

Bring in the sizes 
and Heather & Linda 

will help you 
find the perfect gift 

for her! 

133 McPHILLIPS AVE. 
537-2745 
(Just passed the library) 
Mon. · Sat. 10·5 

This year our new store has a beautiful sight, filled 
with Christmas gift ideas and loads of stocking 
stuffers just right. Soaps and lotions of greatest 

fame can now be found on Santa Claus lane. 

SALTS PRING 

S9APWO 
Downtown Ganges Tel: 537-2701 

• 

I 
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Islanders organizing site maps 
of sensitive Texada land areas 

With the sound of Texada Land 
Corporation 's meter ticking loudly 
on Mount Tuam's logging sites, 
conservation groups are scram
bling to identify ecologically sensi
tive sites on company land. 

Texada indicated that it would 
try to incorporate these sites into 
its overall development plan, espe
cially the Garry Oak-populated 
north shore of Burgoyne Bay, but 
only after they have been properly 
identified. 

Many residents feel the compa
ny is speeding up its logging activ
ities and locals must get a plan 
together quickly. 

" Our es timate, based on an 
increase in workers and site obser
vatiort'SJ~ fl~at they are C\Jtting four 
tb five acres a day. At this pace 
we' re going to lose any chance we 
have of conserving the trees on 
Mount Tuam," said Gary Holman, 
director of the South and West 
Conservation partners, one of the 
lead negotiators in conservation 
talks with Texada. 

If Holman's figures are accurate, 
it would indicate a near-doubling 
of the one hectare-per-day harvest 
that Texada started with. 

"I really don 't know how much 
is being cut," said company opera
tions manager Brent Kapler. "We 
are waiting for the community ·to 
tell us what they want (to see pro-

tected)." 
Volunteer groups with mapping, 

forestry and ecology expertise are 
compiling a data base of sensitive 
areas within Texada 's holdings. 

"We 've already delivered a letter 
of intent to them and will be look
ing at various alternatives which 
are important to (residents), such 
as ecologically sensitive . areas , 
viewscapes · and co ntiguous 
forests ," said biologist Jackie 
Booth. 

Many of the sites local groups 
would like to see protected have 
been mapped ·from the air by 
B.C.'s Conservation Data Centre. 
But for inclusion in any corporate 
plan , they would have to be 
"ground-truthed," plotted accurate
ly from the ground. 

Boot h said that Texada has 
offered funds to complete the 
truthing. 

There are also plans to use gov
ernment agencies to buy some of 
the south-island land, although this 
process has a thick air of mystery 
about it. · 

While Kapler would say Texada 
has "ongoing negotiations with 
several government agencies , I 
can 't tell you who those agencies 
are. 

"Deals (for government purchas
es) are possible , for the right 
price." 

Local conservation groups are 
also curious about what kind of 
negotiations are going on. 

"We 've asked them and been 
told that it's too early to release 
any information, " said Holman . 
"It's a bit surprising because you'd 
figure support for this from the 
community could be helpful." 

The Pacific Marine Heritage 
Legacy has already indicated that 
the land in question is not high on 
its priority list. 

Any deal would have to be with 
other agencies, such as the Georgia 
Basin Initiative, an inter-govern
mental group set up to protect 
ecosystems under intense develop
ment pressure in the Georgia 
Basin. Salt Spring falls into that 
area. 

Meanwhile Johnathan Ledrew 
has established an Island Tree 
Watch camp at the corner of 
Isabella Point and Fulford-Ganges 
roads.· 

Its purpose is to act as a staging · 
site for monitoring of Texada 's 
logging,_ including filming and site 
visits. 

Members would also like to 
establish a camp on the grounds of 
Mount Tuam's monastery. 

The next public meeting will be 
held at Fulford Hall on December 
16 at 7 p.m. 

CAC meetings continue on two islands 
Two meetings of Gulf Islands 

Community Arts Council (CAC) 
m._embers and interested .people 
went ahead on two islands last 
Tuesday night. 

One held on Salt Spring by the 
Concerned Members of the CAC 
ended with the group deciding to 
again ask the CAC board of 
directors for an extraordinary 
general meeting where its con
cerns could be addressed. Anum
ber of people have been upset 
since learning CAC society bylaw 
changes were made and two new 
arts councils - one for the Outer 
Islands and another for Salt 
Spring - created without their 
knowledge by the CAC board. 

Illtyd Perkins summarized the 
frustration of those attending, 
who found three questiQns pop
ping up for every answer given 
about the issues at hand. 

"(Splitting of the CAC into two 
entities) would be so simple if it 
would just happen in an ordinary 
way," he said. Now the groue was 

wrestling with "how to superim
pose some discussion on a fait 
accompli." 

According to CAC vice-presi
dent Keith Holmes, who lives on 
Galiano, the Galiano gathering 
brought Outer Islanders " up to 
speed" on what has been happen
ing and the creation of two arts 
councils. 

Holmes said, "There's enthusi
asm for an Outer Islands council 
and a lot of positive feeling for 
the Salt Spring con1,1ection." 

He acknowledged that some 
tension over the split of tile 
CAC's fairly significant assets 
was inevitable. 

"The assets have to be dealt 
with and it ' s a really touchy 
thing." 

Holmes also confirmed that the 
Registrar of Societies, John 
Powell, has sent the CAC board a 
letter directing that all proceed
ings stop until the membership 
concerns have been dealt with. 

That didn't help ,some people 

at the Salt Spring meeting quell 
suspicions about the intentions of 
CAC president Lawrie Neish in 
calling a "special general" infor
mation meeting for December 
16. In a November 26 mediation 
session, a December 14-15 infor
mation-only meeting was agreed 
to. 

Although the term "special 
general" in the Societies Act 
refers to a voting meeting, 
Holmes said his understanding 
was that the December 16 meet
ing would not be for voting. 

As per mediation, an "extraor
dinary general" meeting has also 
been organized by Neish for 
January, where terms of the asset 
split between the two new coun
cils and related issues would be 
voted on. 

However, as people at last 
Tuesday's Salt Spring meeting 
pointed out, that was not the pur
pose of the extraordinary general 
meeting they originally requested 
and still want to hold. 

ring·some Beauty & Colour 
___ "SYrcd this Holiday Season 

~ DHJvmo fmH ... 
Our Holiday Best! 

SALT SPRING 

MINI STORAGE 

347 Upper Ganges Road 
"Safer than Someone's 

Old bam" 

RESERVE TODAY CALL 
537-5888 

FOR SIZES & RATES 

GULF ISLANDS DRIF1WOOD 

Driftnet is the 
online version of 
the Driftwood! 

Check it out at 
http://www.gulfislands.net 

Spring . 
Boating Course· 
Register now for the Spring Canadian Power 

& Sail Boating Course!.~.Why? ••• 
Because, provided you pass the course you will not only obtain your 
PCO card, but you will also have passed the Power & Sail Squadron 
course which covers: Rudiments of Navigation .. . Rules of the Road .. . 

Aids to Navigation ... Seamanship .. . Safety ... & more. 
Aside from receiving all course material including a set of 

navigational instruments, you'll also meet some friendly people. 

,..,.~~il 

13 weekly, 
3-hour classes· 

at G.I.S.S. 
starting Jan. 12, 2000 @ 7pm 

(Every Wednesday) 

Cost $160.00 per person 

REGISTRATION QEADLINE 
DECEMBER 18, 1999 

!!;;;;;;=;;;;;;;;;;+For further information call: 
Brian Tolman 537-1737 

Note: Early registration recommended due to class size limits 

~~~h~ oF 
)-.1~-~~L. ~ottt'h. ~.e-~~i~, 
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Island amateur radio operator 
participates in provincial test 
By TANYA LESTER 
Driftwood Staff 

In the event of an emergency 
dis.aster, if the telephone lines are 
down, look for the amateur radio 
antenna around you, advises Drew 
Watson, B.C. Public Service 
Network manager. 

Watson, who lives on Salt 
Spring, believes the antennae will 
not be difficult to find as there are 
about 90 amateur radio operators 
on the island. 

Last Saturday, at the request of 
-provincial emergency planners in 
the Attorney General's office, 
Watson did a provincial path check 
to establish that amateur radio 
operators have a clear efficient 
means of communicating through 
the network in the event of an 
emergency such as Y2K. 

"It was a no-nonsense business," 
Watson said. "No chitchat, no 
interrupting. No one talking unless 
that person was asked something." 

Watson said that in an emer
gency situation, amateur radio 
operators would be expected to 
conduct themselves in this manner. 
They could be sending messages 
for the RCMP and hospital person
nel if the telephone lines, including 
911 service, go down. 

Individuals who cannot contact 
their out-of-province call-in num
bers through the telephone system 
to establish with other family 
members that they are safe will 
also call on the services of amateur 
radio operators. 

Watson, who has lived on Salt 
Spring for 19 months , was in 
Lindsay, Ontario , which is 90 
miles northeast of Toronto, dur
ing the ice storms in eastern 
Ontario and Quebec two years 
ago. 

He remembers an amateur radio 
operator calling him from 
Cornwall Hospital, 100 miles west 
of Montreal, trying to locate a 

Galiano election won't go away 
Despite a court case and a recount, the Galiano Coalition is not yet 

willing to accept the final results of November 's municipal elections. 
Last week's recount did not change much. Incumbent trustees 

Debbie Holmes and Margaret Griffiths maintained their winning mar
gins, although contenders Mervyn Olson lost one vote and Irene Frith 
lost four. 

"However, there were still many irregularities. This issue is not fin
ished," said resident Barbara Geary, one of the many opponents to 
changes to the island's official community plan and land use bylaw. 
"(Holmes and Griffiths) won by less than one per cent of the vote. 
That is not a mandate." 

Griffiths said she has heard of no plans to oppose the election's 
decision as she and Holmes prepare for the Trust Council's quarterly 
meetings this week in Victoria. 

woman concerning a medical 
emergency. 

Watson passed the information 
on to a Montreal radio operator. 

Within 15 minutes, the radio 
operator had found her in a 
Montreal shelter. 

"It just blew me away," Watson 
said, marvelling at how quickly 
someone who was so inaccessible 
from a communications network 
was found by an amateur radio 
operator. 

Watson said he hopes Y2K is 
"much ado about nothing" but 
amateur radio operators across the 
province are now more prepared 
for emergency possibilities. 

He does a network control check 
every night between 6:30 and 7:30 
p .m., when amateur radio opera
tors call in. 

Watson's call sign is VE3AAU. 
(The "VE" stands for Canada. The 
number "3" indicates Ontario. The 
"AAU" is Watson 's number.) 

Are YOU in the book? 
To advertise in the next 

•

SSI Directory, cal./ . 
537-2000 D -

Leave your business name, 
mailing address and phone 

number, and ask us 
to mail you an 

Advertiser Information Package. 
Package will be mailed in January 2000. 

BREAD & CHEESE SALE 
ORGANIC BREAD from Heather Campbell 

ORGANIC CHEESES from Moonstruck Cheese 

SHEEP & GOAT CHEESES from Saltspring Cheese 

Weston Creek Farm 

285 Rey~olds Road, SSI 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1999 

1 O:OOam - 4:00pm 
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EMERGENCY MESSAGES: Drew Watson, B.C. Public Service 
Network manager, conducted an amateur radio path check last 
Saturday at the request of Attorney General emergency pre
paredness plan personnel. Watson has been an amateur radio 
Operator for 13 yearS. PhotobyDerrickLundy 

BC FERRIES Schedule 

CROSSING TIME: 20 MINUTES 
YEAR-ROUND SCHEDULE 

LEAVE VESUVIUS BAY 
• 7:00am 
x 8:00am 

9:00am 
10:00 am 
11 :30 am 

•12:30 pm 
1:30pm 
3:00pm 

+4:00pm 
5:00pm 
6:00pm 
7:00pm 
8:30pm 
9:30pm 

+10:30 pm 

LEAVE CROFTON 
*7:30am 
8:30am 

#9:30am 
11:00 am 

12:00 noon 
1:00pm 
2:15pm 
3:30pm 

4:30pm 
5:30pm 
6:30pm 
8:00pm 
9:00pm 

10:00 pm 
+11 :00 pm 

, + Wed. sailings wil l be replaced by dangerous cargo sailing. No passengers. 
• The Mon. & Thurs. sainngs will be replaced by dangerous cargo sailings.· No passengers. 

# Mon .. Wed. & Thurs. sailings will be replaced by dangerous cargo sailings. No passengers. 
~ Daily except Saturdays. 'Daily except Saturdays & Sundays. +Saturdays only. x Daily except Sundays. 

I CD U U CCI E EELLS CCL &I 

Call 
STEVE OR CAROLINE 

for service appointment 

HONDA HOMECOMING WINTERIZATION 
18 POINT INSPECTION INCLUDES 
OIL CHANGE & TIRE ROTATION 

osss~!!: 
Don't open your hood to 

TOLL FREE 
1·800·673·9276 

Duncan, B.C. 
*Applicable to all 

Honda vehicles only. 
Offer ends December 31 , 1999. 

Big, LiHie or Something 
in the Middle .... 

When it comes to Christmas 
trees ... We have them all! 

Choose from over 7 varieties of live spruces and pines, 

or select a beautiful sheared cultured tree. 
We also have semi-cultured SSI trees 

starting from $6.95 and up. 

P.S.: We also have hollies, cut holly, wreaths 
wreath,,making supplies, and small indoor trees 

FOXGLOVE 
Farm & Garden Supply 

CORNER OF ATKINS 6 LOWER GANGES RDS. 
Mon.-Sat. 9 - 5:30 537-5531 
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OPINION 
GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

Two options to 
protect Texada 's 

forest lands 
C ommon sense has prevailed in the simmering controversy 

over the sale of several thousand acres of Salt Spring real 
estate. 

When Texada Land Corporation's 4,000 acres changed hands 
last month, there was widespread fear that clear-cut logging 
would devastate much of the island's scenic landscape. Equally 
strong was the fear by others that hot-headed activists would 
resort to civil disobedience to prevent a private landowner from 
doing what was within his rights. 

The foes of large-scale clear-cut logging (among.whose num
be\S all of us should be included) have succeeded in establishing 
a dialogue with the land's new owners. And the latter appear to 
have gon~ put of their way to make sure the dialogue happens. 

The next step is surely to find a means of protecting some of 
the large areas of south-end forest. Ours is a tourist-based econ
omy, not resource-based. And many tourists (and locals) cur
rently find pleasure in admiring the spectacular view from the 
park at the peak of Mount Maxwell . 

They will no longer wish to do so if logging proceeds willy
nilly in the vista below. 

There are two options to be explored, and both merit support 
from Salt Spring Islanders and consideration by the owners of 
Texada Land Corporation. 

First, the Texada lands should be assessed for protection under 
a scheme such as the Georgia Basin Initiative. If setting aside 
some of those lands fits in with th~ initiative 's goals, then nego
tiations should be conducted with Texada to determine whether 
the company wishes to sell. 

The second option is one that requires only local governmen
tal approval, and support from Texada. It would entail the trans
fer of development rights from highly-visible and low-density 
forest lands to areas identified in the community plan for higher 
density. 

' Both options should be pursued with vigour. 
In the end it will be Texada Land Corporation that decides if 

either option should proceed. But exploring the alternatives in a 
constructive fashion with the aim of obtaining a solution that 
benefits everyone is the preferred course of action. 

It sure beats putting sand in a skidder's fuel tank. 

Recognizing Trudeau 
Ma~y Canadians probably groaned with disapproval when 

tfiey heard the news that former prime minister Pierre 
Trudeau had been named newsmaker of the century. But second 
thoughts ought to lead to the realization - grudgingly, perhaps 
-that the choice is not a poor one. -

A Canadian Press poll asked news editors and broadcasters to 
name someone who had had a lasting influence on his or her 
field or on the life of the country. And Trudeau won by a land
slide.. 

His influence was enormous, indeed. 
He will be remembered chiefly for his constitutional efforts: 

patriation of the constitution and the creation of a charter of 
rights can be regarded as among his most significant accom
plishments. 

He will also be remembered for a legacy of crippling debt, 
created by successive operating deficits. The deficits are gone 
(though only recently) but the debt remains to be paid. 

However, the memory that should stand out above all others is 
the statesmanship that Trudeau demonstrated throughout his two 
decades in federal politics. This is not to say that Trudeau's was 
a special brand of statesmanship. It is to say that there are 
depressingly few statesmen among our political leaders. 

We live in an age of political opportunism, a time in which 
opinion polls dictate the course of government. Either there is 
no room for statesmen or we're simply not making them any-
more. / -

Trudeau was the last of a rare breed in this country. In recog
nizing him as the top newsmaker we can both celebrate the stan
dard of leadership he brought to Canadian politics and lament 
the absence of that standard from political life today. 
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I'M PLEASED TO ANJJOUNCE 
THE END OF LONG fERRY LINEUPS 

AT THE fOLLOWJNG LOCATJONS ..... 

~ 

Dan M111er -tries to Se11 the 
ea of termina1 closures ... 

~~ 
Gulf Islands 

Driftwood-

Ferries bookstores no better 
than supermarket racks · 

By MONA FERTIG poetry, juvenile and non-fiction 
When the B.C. Ferry 

Corporation announced in 1993 
that bookstores on the ferries 
would showcase B.C. writers and 
publishers and that the majority 
of books in the stores would be 

VIEW 
POINT 

writing in Canada, and there is an 
astonishing absence of these titles 
on the ferries. Instead, you can 
find an increased amount of 
American Oprah fiction and 

B.C. written and/or published, the book community 
rejoiced. 

Culture is our best ambassador. B.C. books sold 
in record numbers, visitors and citizens were intro
duced to the best of B.C. writing, many publishers 
bFoke sales records and writers of all genres saw 
their sales increase dramatically. 

In 1998, Duthie Books Ltd. lost its contract for 
renewal to The News Group, (TNG) a magazine 
distributor with little professional book selling 
experience. TNG, headed by the Jim Pattison 
Group, promised to improve the book stand and 
greatly increase revenues. This 
has not happened. TNG says sales 

American pop bestsellers, such as 
18 variations on Chicken Soup for the Soul and 
many out-of-date guide books. , 

To quote a letter from a recent ferry passenger, 
"Unless Canada has become while no one was · 
looking an extension of America, why does a tax- 
based ferry system .carry so much literature from a 
foreign country?" -

TNG is contracted to stock 80 per cent of its titles 
from B.C. publishers by B.C. writers, with a maxi
mum of 250 titles. We believe this quota is not 
being met. 

Under_ "performance requirements" the contract 
states that non-compliance may 
result in termination. TNG has 

have increased but figures won't 
be released. 

The quality of the bookstores 
on the ferries are presently no bet
ter than the corner drugstore O( 

supermarket. 

''Why does a tax
based ferry system 

carry so mu~h 

failed in almost every way that 
"premium retailing" can be mea
sured. 

TNG lacks basiC competence as 
indicated by one of the specific 
terms in the contract. In The 
News Group 's contract it must 
abide by publishers' terms of 
trade,. Payment to publishers is 

Many .B.C. writers are con
cerned with TNG's lack of profes
sionalism. Their service people do 
not seem to know B.C. books or 

I iterature from a 
foreign country?'' 

B.C. writers. TNG seems completely unaware of 
our award-winning, new and culturally diverse 
authors. 

The paltry number of B.C. novels, poetry and 
short stories are often scattered in non-fiction or the 
children's books section, or poetry is shelved with 
cookbooks. 

Not only are the bookshelves on the ferries con
stantly in a state of disarray, sections are badly 
organized and poorly labelled, books are often 
wrongly shelved. (There is no labelling for the B.C. 
Book Prize winners!) 

The children's books are not up-to-date and hard
covers are often shrink-wrapped so they can't be 
browsed. (On October 23 on the Tsawwassen to 
Swartz Bay run, over 25 titles were found shrink
wrapped.) , 

B.C: writers produce some of the best fiction, 

Frank Richards 
Tony Richards 
Susan Lundy 

_ inconsistent. 
B.C. Ferries can terminate the contract with TNG 

if it defaults in the performance of the terms of the 
contract. Why has this not been done? 

TNG's contract to supply the ferries is good for 
another two years. We wish to see dramatic and 
knowledgeable changes in its approach to selling 
B.C. books by B.C. writers, or the termination of its 
contract. TNG promised to do a better job and so 
far has failed. · 

We have been trying to convince the B.C. Ferry 
Corporation to become intelligently informed about 
writers and publishing in this province, with little 
success. We need your help. B.C. writers and pub
lishers deserve better. Book lovers deserve better. 

The writer, a Salt Spring resident, chairs the B.C. 
Books on the Ferries Committee of the Writers' 
Union of Canada, B.C./Yukon Branch. 
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We asked: How will the World Trade Organization affect Canada's economy? 

Leticia Canales 
I don 't feel I know enough 
about the situation to comment. 

David K. Hensel 
Ultimately, all economic choic
es lie with the individual. If you 
don't like politics then don't buy 
them. 

Letters to the Editor 

p~~~ o~~~~~!~ will want 
to know the, status of community 
park properties following the 
November 20 referendum. . 

The next draft of the land use 
bylaw will change the zoning on 
the 10 parcels which appeared in 
the referendum question to park. 

Six additional properties were 
changed to park in the draft some 
weeks ago: the heronry, Duck 
Creek Park, Quarry Drive Park, 
Beddis Beach, Deep Ridge Reserve 
and the new Mount Sullivan prop
erty. 

As the new LUB makes its way . 
through a second draft, and eventu
ally to public hearing, islanders will 
thus be asked to approve 16 new 
park parcels. 
DAVID BORROWMAN, 
Local trustee 

Sour grapes 
I have read a flurry of recent 

comments . condemning the 
Driftwood for its election coverage. 

Mr. Marcano has issued the coup
de-grace in his letter to the editor 
published in the Barnacle. 

Few in the community would 
deny Dietrich Luth's intelligence 
and commitment to his principles. 

Few would deny his abrasive 
character and unwillingness to 
entertain alternate viewpoints. In a 
politician, those .qualities often 
breed enemies, . and one of those 
enemies returned to haunt Mr. Luth 
with an expensive back-page back
hand. 

It is possible that the Driftwood 
made an error in judgment in print
ing the ad without a suitable byline 
such as "Paid for by the Committee 
to Defame Dietrich Luth." The 
Driftwood managing editor 
acknowledged as much in her col
umn last week. 

I taste sour grapes in Mr. 
Marcano's cheap whine, coming as 
it does from one who virtually 
monopolizes political information 
distributed via Salt Spring Cable 
and the local Internet, ·and who only 

Claire Taylor 
The WTO will continue to affect 
our whole culture: our values, 
our farming, food imports and · 
exports, our water, our health 
care, etc . . 

weeks earlier published several 
slanted and unattributed "Isle of 
Views" interviews with candidates 
in the Barnacle. 

Let's not be sore losers in the 
political game! 
MARK CLASSEN, 
Mount Belcher Heights 

Community 
served 

Thank you Salt Spring voters! 
Those of us who actually depend 

upon Fernwood dock wish to 
express our deep gratitude to all 
who voted to save the dock. 

In the case of the ·dock vote, it 
was a little like the trick question 
on an exam where you say to your
self when you read it, "Nobody said 
this was going to be on the test." 

Each person who voted must 
have asked themselves, "What are 
'small craft harbour facilities'?" 

All the papers did a wonderful job 
of exposing the public to the reasons 
why the dock is important to our 
community. But even so, it took spe-

Michel Jutras 
Better for the most part; we 
depend on trading. We must 
also safeguard our water and 
our health care. 

cia! vigilance to be able to translate 
that information to a vote on a bylaw 
that made no mention of the 
Fernwood dock. Congratulations are 
in order to each person who made 
that intellectual leap, regardless of 
whether they voted "yes" or "no." 

We can hope that in the future the 
language associated with each 
bylaw will be explicit, plain lan
guage about the actual issue being 
voted upon. 
. Thank you Salt Spring newspa

pers! 
It was a pleasure working with 

the editors and staff at the Barnacle 
and the Driftwood during pre-elec-
tion weeks. , 

They made every effort to 
include as many "letters to the edi
tor" as possible. 

On one occasion, Shelagh 
Plunkett at the Barnacle went so far 
as to give feedback in a timely 
manner so that there might be the 
possibility of getting a certain letter 
into the Driftwood before its edito
rial deadline. 

Per Svendsen 
Given the fact that Canada is a 
leader in world trade, the WTO 
needs to listen to countries that 
are resource rich and to limit 
non-renewable resources. 

Gail Sjuberg at the Driftwood 
was ready and willing to try to fit it 
into the paper. 

The Driftwood and the Barnacle 
were very helpful showcasing the 
facts about Fernwood dock, recog
nizing that many people had little, 
if any, information about this 
bylaw. 

In the final analysis, without our · 
very professional media, it is 
unlikely that the voters would have 
ever voted to save the dock. 

What a rare and privileged expe
rience, in today's competitive 
world, to live in a community 
served by media that puts the inter
ests of the community first. 

A special thanks goes to the edi
tors, Susan Lundy, of the 
Driftwood, and Shelagh Plunkett, 
editor of the Barnacle, and all their 
staff. 
ROBIN STAADECKER, 
Wallace Island 
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Children losing heritages due to custody and access laws 
By LYNN BENTZ 

Picture .if you will, a whirling 
vortex pulling a child, arms out
stretched backwards into a for
eign sphere, away from one-half 
of their supportive genetic her
itage. 

This is not the beginning of a 
science fiction movie, this is the 
result of present Canadian cus
tody and access laws. It is hap
pening hourly to Canadian chil
dren of separation and divorce. 

Divorce is now occurring in 
over 50 per cent of Canadian 
marriages. Why are children los
ing one-half of their heritage? 
Because they are being discon
nected from the lives of their 
non-custodial parent and extend
ed famil y. 

On December 10, 1998, a doc: 
ument named For the Sake of the 
Children containing 48 recom
mendations for needed change to 
the custody and access laws was 
tabled by our Canadian Justice 
Minister Anne McLellan. Today, 
one year later, not one of those 
recommendations has been 
implemented and children contin
ue to lose access to their non-cus
todial parent and extended fami
ly. This is criminal. Every one of 
those 48 recommendations was 
well deliberated and thought out. 
Every one of those 48 recommen
dations would be a victory for 

IN 
DEPTH 

children of separat ion and 
divorce. 

In late 1997, a special joint 
committee was appointed by the 
Ju stice Ministry to look into 
problems voiced by many 
Canadian citizens, including par
ents, social workers and child 
advocates. This committee was 
made up of members of the 
Senate of Canada, the House of 
Commons, and research staff to 
examine the present disastrous 
issues relating to custody and 
access and parenting arrange
ments after separation and 
divorce. This committee spent 
much of 1998 organizing and 
travelling the provinces to hear 
from people directly affected by 
these present laws and to exam
ine the need for a more child-cen-

.tred approach to family law poli
cies that would emphasize joint 
parenting responsibilities. 

This committee discovered 
quickly that the scope of the 
problem was far greater than they 
had ever imagined. The commit
tee heard first-hand of the horrors 
of the Canadian family law sys-

tern. They heard of the divisive 
nature of judicial procedures . 
They heard of unethical dealings 
and shameful ploys of some fam
ily lawyers, custodial parents and 
others who stand to gain from the 
present adversarial nature of the 
system in place, where non-cus
todial parents (usually fathers) 
become available to their children 
only as maintenance cheques. 

The pain was expressed by 
many who were invited to 
respond but can be capsulated 
best by Ed Kruk, professor of 
social work for the University of 
British Columbia. 

He said, "Those who work in 
the area of grief and loss say that 
there is nothing worse than losing 
a child, no matter how that loss 
came about, but there is some
thing far worse for a child, and 
that is the loss of a parent who's 
been a constant loving presence 
in one's life, the loss of a parent, 
one who is an integral part of 
one's identity." 

Children define themselves by 
their parents : They form their 
identities through their parents. 
"Denying the right of the child to 
a dependable schedule of parent
ing contact with the non-custodial 
parent is nothing less than child 
abuse," stated Heidi Nabert, who 
spoke on behalf of The National 
Shared Parenting Association. 

The present family justice sys
tem, which has not been updated 
in about 30 years, does not often 
acknowledge joint/shared/equal 
parenting . It only knows an 
adversarial system creating one 
winne.r (the custodial parent) and 
one loser (the non-custodial par-
ent). ~ 

Countless Canadian children 
are growing up in single parent 
homes due to this system. Ye.t it is 
a proven fact that children do bet
ter throughout their lives when 
they keep both parents equally in 
their lives post separation. Every 
major study over the past 20 
years tells us they do better in 
school, have fewer health prob
lems, have less involvement with 
drugs, commit fewer crimes, hold 
better jobs longer and have an 
improved chance of maintaining 
a relationship of their own when 
they grow up than children raised 
by a single parent. 

There isn't a bottom line on the 
social, educational, health or 
unemployment side of the federal 
or provincial budget that couldn't 
save hundreds of millions of dol
lars as a direct and long-term 
result of government policy that 
keeps both parents equally in the 
lives of children post separation. 
Current government policy has 
the exact reverse effect. By omis
sion the Family Relations Act 

perpetuates and reinforces the old 
and inadequate practice of giving 
one parent sole custody and 
returning the other parent into an 
occasional visitor in the life of 
their child. 

On December 10, 1998, Justice 
Minister Anne McLellan received 
and tabled the For the Sake of the 
Children document. In May 1999 
she said she wanted to study the 
document and its 48 ·, recommen
dations and to confer with the 
individual provinces for the next 
three years, at which time she 
would make a decision. 

Well Anne, when you're lost to · 
a parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle 
and cousins, three years will 
seem like forever. Canadian chil
dren cannot wait three years . 
They've already waited one year 
since the recommendations were 
presented to you, and that's too 
long. 

If anyone would like to read 
the 48 recommendations made by 
the Special Joint Committee you 
may phone Ottawa, i -800-993c 
0426 or 1-800-267-7362 and ask 
for the document For the Sake of 
the Children. 

They are excellent recommen
dations and deserve recognition 
now. 

The writer lives in Kamloops, 
B.C. 



10 • WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1999 

Reason for Seattle 
protest lost in chaos 

VICTORIA- With all due respect to the forces of law and 
order, it was the police, not the protesters whose images on my 
TV screen scared the hell out of me as I watched the proceed
ings of the World Trade Organization meeting in Seattle 
unfold. , 

As with all mass protests, there were some hooligans. They 
smashed shop win-

. dows. Actually, I 
only watched one 
window -smashed, 
over and over 
again, in endless 
reruns. "But I'm sure 
there were more. 

CAPITAL 
COMMENT 

HUBERT BEYER 

In contrast to the violent interludes there were tens of thou
sands of protesters who went about voicing and showing their 
grievances and fears in an orderly and peaceful manner. But 
judgLng from the television coverage, violence was the order of 
the day. 

To me, however, and I'm sure many others around the world, 
the hundreds of police in riot gear, charging the crowd like an 
army of robo cops, looked far more menacing and sinister than 
the minority of protesters who got out of hand. 

There was an eerie Tiananmen Square quality to the im·ages, 
minus, of course, the live ammo. 

Completely lost in all the mayhem was the reason why some 
50,000 protesters had converged on Seattle. 

They represented millions around the world who are befud
dled and frightened by the breathless pace at which globaliza
tion is unfolding around them. 

Is globalization the demon its opponents claim it is? I don't 
know; neither do many of the critics. And the reason for that is 
simple: nobody with any credibility has ever been able to sat
isfactorily explain its supposed benefits. 

The politicians chanting the mantra of free trade and a glob
alized economy have lied to us too often to be believed. The 
tycoons of big business are too partisan to be taken at their 
word of a brave new world with riches or at least comfort for 
everyone. 

And the few unbiased people with the necessary credentials 
of understanding the possible ramifications of this huge eco
nomic engineering project called globalization are relegated to 
the sidelines, mere voices in the wilderness. 

' One of these voices is that of Paul Hellyer, leader of the 
Canadian Action Party, former Liberal cabinet minister, busi
nessman and, to a lesser degree, economist. 

In an "open letter" to the world leaders , Hellyer urges 
removal of all references to "national treatment" as a funda
mental tenet of international trade and investment. 

The "national treatment" clause, he says, is the lever by 
which the transnational corporations and international banks of 
the five big powers are colonizing the world to an extent pre
viously considered impossible. 

"As soon as your country 'has a company with good prospects 
to expand globally, it will be bought by one of the transnation
als which will shut the company down, make it part of the 
transnational's empire or move production to another country, 
Hellyer says. 

"In the event that the choice is either to shut down the com
pany or move production elsewhere, trade agreements require 
countries to allow products previously made within their bor
ders to be imported from abroad without penalty. 

"My country, Canada, has already suffered in this way when 
foreign investors bought our companies and curtailed or ended 
production with the inevitable loss of jobs." 

And that's just one aspect of the implications of freer and 
freer trade. The lack of any reference to environmental · or 
labour standards are two more. 

Workers of the industrialized nations are seeing their jobs 
exported to third-world countries where labour is cheap and 
industrial activity isn't hampered by bothersome environmen
tal legislation. 

In Germany, one of the world's biggest corporations, 
Mannesmann, is about to be swallowed by a British company 
for $240 billion, the highest price ever offered in a takeover. 

Power and money are being concentrated in fewer and fewer 
hands. The rich get richer, soup kitchens proliferate and robo 
cops keep law and order .in Seattle. 

Small wonder I'm scared. 

/lufiDDtlor~r 
. 7fk,"!9Ma<i~vv.r~L~;~~ 

COMPANY'S COMING CARPET CLEANING SPECIAL . 
Second Day Free* 

*Mid-week Special -Tuesday-Wednesday-Thursday 
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More letters 
Bloated 
fruitcake 

For better ferry service on Salt 
Spring Island, read this. 

The B.C. Ferry Corporation 
(BCFC) is not reformable from 
the inside: there is too much 
"insider trading" going on. 

The southern Gulf Islands 
(SGI) concept is an invention of 
(former corporation CEO) Tom 
Ward, a policy of creating compa
nies within companies .. 

This was never needed before 
and the management is complete
ly redundant. 

The management of SGI has 
focussed on tving to rebase ships 
out of Swartz Bay to Saturna and 
Galiano islands. 

It has spent time politicizing 
the people of these islands into 
thinking they will receive the 
crews of these ships and they 
have seen work done on docks at 
Lyall Harbour and Sturdies Bay. 

This is all to the detriment of 
Salt Spring. The policies of com
panies inside companies is a fail
ure. 

Are YOU in the book? 
To advertise in the next 

4 551 Directory, ca/.1 
• 537-2000 

Leave your business name, 
mailing address and phone 

number, and ask us· 
to mail you an 

Advertiser Information Package. 
Package will be mailed in January 2000. 

Get rid of the SGI manage
ment and put the money saved 
into the docks and ships on Salt 
Spring. 

The big picture is that B.C. is in 
debt and BCFC's credit is maxed 
out; remember 1981. 

SGI is expensive, redundant 
and making very bad decisions. 

Docks at Vesuvius and Long 
Harbour need repairs . 

The corporation bought 12 
engines for the Bowen Queen, 
Mayne Queen and Powell River 
Queen which were unsuitable and 
had to be scrapped. 

Twelve new engines were 
obtained and reduction gears had 
to be fitted. 

Also, the Skeena Queen needs 
all four main engines rebuilt and 
rebedded. 

The people of Salt Spring must 
go to the minister and demand an 
end to SGI and the removal of its 
management from BCFC; a 
forensic audit of SGI to find out 

where all the money has gone and 
what has been behind all these 
major failures; and attention to 
the docks and ships on Salt 
Spring. 

The "bloated fruitcake" man
agement of BCFC is strangling 
the economy on Salt Spring but it 
is also doing this up and down the 
coast of B.C. 

The problem is management! 
The Pacificats have caused 

major problems at the top of the 
corporation but the day-to-day 
engineering of the 25-year-old 
fleet is also in deep trouble. 

We absolutely cannot fail to try 
and find ways to fix the older 
ships and docks. 

Remember that the BCFC's 
attitude is: "We make mistakes 
and stick to them." 

These are the observations of a 
28-year marine engineer. 
MIKE MORAN, 
Victoria 
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Let us take care of your project 
needs, big or small 

REVELSTOCK HOME CENTRE 
NANAIMO 

Toll Free: 1-800-31 0-REVV (7389) 

TONY JOHN INTEREST FREE 
MAKEQEOUAL PAYMENTS TOWARDS ANY OF YOUR PROJECT OVER $500 

AND ... 

TAKE A BREAK ON INTEREST PAYMENTS. 

TOTAL 
PURCHASE 

$500.00 
$750.00 

$1000.00 
$1500.00 
$2000.00 

(Projects between $500 to $30,000 OAC.) 

Call 250·758·9146 Fax: 250·345·4371 
DateofPurclllse 

1" Cheque 2"' Cheque 3"' Cheque .4" Cheque 

$100.00 $100.00 $100.00 $100.00 
$150.00 $150.00 $150.00 $150.00 
$200.00 $200.00 $200.00 $200.00 
$300.00 $300.00 $300.00 $300.00 
$400.00 $400.00 $400.00 $400.00 

Planning your project up to $30,000.00 

5" Cheque 

$100.00 
$150.00 
$200.00 
$300.00 
$400.00 

BC HYDRO'S 
PROPOSED GAS PIPELINE 

BC Hydro is proposing to build a new gas 
pipeline from Sumas, Washington 
through the Southern Gulf Islands to 
Vancouver Island. BC Hydro has defended 
the announcement by stating that 
Vancouver Island will face an energy 
crisis if this pipeline is n_ot built. 

Is this , proposal for a natural gas 
pipeline through sensitive marine areas 
the best way to choose options for 
future Vancouver Island energy needs? I 
think not. 

Since the "War in the Woods" in the late 
1980's and early 1990's, British 
Columbians have strongly rejected back 
room deals and top-down decision 

making in favour of more consultative 
processes that take into account more 
than the corporate (or government) 
bottom I in e. Despite the government's 
assurances that this pipeline will go 
through environmental and regulatory 
reviews, the fact is Vancouver Islanders 
and Gulf Islanders have been left out of 
the discussion regarding the future energy 
needs for the region. 

Vancouver Island needs secure and 
sustainable energy resources, but is this 
natural gas pipeline the best way to 
secure energy when we look at all the 
environmental, socia l, and economic 
values involved? 

If you are concerned about this issue, please attend the open house 
that BC Hydro is holding tomorrow, December 9th, 

from 6pm to 9pm at Harbour House, 121 Upper Ganges Road. 

Murray Coell, MLA 
.Saanich North and The Islands 
Phone: (250) 656-0013 
FAx: (250) 656-7059 
murraycoell@pacificcoast.net 
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More letters 
Gratuitous 

Joseph Goebbels?! A bit of a 
stretch even for the hyperbole of Salt 
Spring's gumboot moralists. 

The Driftwood has its failings, but 
a proto-fascist tendency is hardly 
among them. 

H. Warner 's November 24 letter 
simultaneously inflates the 
Driftwood's influence over the vot
ers as it trivializes the Nazis. 

For the record, character assassi
nation was a trademark fascist tech
nique. 

If any "misbehaviour" damages 
the community, it is just such gratu
itous slander. 
CHARLES BRETH, 
Harbourside 

Pressure 
retailers 

News stories in the daily press are 
making Canadians aware of "sweat 
shops" and their appalling condi
tions of employment. Some are in 
large Canadian cities but most are in 
the poorer countries of the world. 
Without necessarily knowing it, we 
all wear apparel and footwear made 
in sweat shops. 

In May 1999, the federal govern
ment responded to petitions of thou
sands of Canadians, calling for a 
federal task force on sweat shop 
abuses in Canada. They convened a 
meeting of retailers, apparel and 
shoe manufacturers, and labour, reli
gious and other non-government 
organizations. The meeting mandat
ed a joint civil society/iHdustry 
working group to negotiate a 
Canadian base code of labour prac
tice for the apparel, footwear and 
related consumer products indus
tries. 

This code will be voluntary (that 
is, without legal sanctions), defining 
normative worker rights and labour 
standards. 

But it will involve impartial 
inspection teams keeping watch on 
sweat shop conditions so as to bring 
public pressure to bear for conformi
ty. 

The key to success lies in public 
pressure on major retailers. If the 
Hudson Bay Company and Sears 
Canada (which control 60 per cent 
of Canada's retail market) believe 
Canadians will only buy apparel and 
footwear which has been made by 
workers paid fairly and treated 
decently, those firms will require 
their suppliers to comply. 

If your readers support fair wages 
and decent working conditions for 
these workers, then they should 
write to: Paul Walters, CEO, Sears 
Canada, 222 Jarvis St. , Toronto, 
M5B 2B8, and George J. Heller, 

--CEO, Hudson Bay Co, 410 Bay St., 
Toronto, M5H 2Y 4. Urge them to 
support a Canadian base code of 

labour practice for apparel and 
footwear workers. 

For further info, write: Ethical 
Trading Action Group, 606 Shaw 
St., Toronto, M6G 3L6. 
BOB WILD, 
Salt Spring 

Seeds of 
mistrust 

The results of the November 20 
election on Galiano Island, as they 
now stand, are Debbie Holmes and 
Margaret Griffiths at 583 and 570 
respectively, and Merv Olson and 
Irene Frith at 565 each. 

There was a remarkable turnout 
for the election, which shows a 
tremendous interest in the island and 
its future. A total of 2,283 votes were 
cast this year compared to three 
years ago when the votes totalled 
approximately 1,600. 

The incumbents have won by less 
than one per cent. This election is a 
virtual stalemate; nobody has a clear 
mandate. However, the trustees have 
a duty to serve and represent the 
whole of the community of Galiano 
Island in a fair and equitable manner. 

The "alleged vote issue" means · 
the seeds of mistrust have been 
sown. The forest lot owners did not, 
as alleged, compromise the integrity 
of the vote. Each legal lot is entitled 
to one vote and these amount to a 
limited specified number. 

It was felt that the integrity of the 
vote was compromised by the "para
c~ute votes" (transient residents of 
31 days) who only took residence to 
vote. 

We all could have taken advan
tage of this loophole and invited 
countless friends -and family to 
reside for 31 days but this is an hon
our system. Are these the voters who 
should determine the fate of the 
island or should it be genuine resi
depts and property owners who have 
an invested interest in the island's 
future? 

The real issue here is the removal 
of residential rights from private for
est lands. Property owners have 
been prevented, some for 10 years, 
from building on and enjoying their 
properties. They have been offered 
no compensation and now even their 
right to vote is challenged. 

Three years ago the trustees 
promised reconciliation for the 
whole community. 

They have failed; indeed the situ
ation is worse than ever. The econo
my, essential services and communi
ty relations on the island have dete
riorated drastically since 1995. 

When will justice be served? 
When will there be peace on the 
island? 
THE GALIANO COALITION, 
Galiano Island 
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NEW LISTING 

This 3 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath home with living/dining room, kitchen with 
nook, laundry room, and an open den area, opening out to a large 
sundeck over carport has a solarium with a hot tub and attached 
workshop. Landscaped easy care garden with fruit trees, beautiful 
arbutus and fir. Woodshed and small shed at back of property which 
also backs onto large acreage. 

$207,000 
llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

ROYAL LEPAGE 
llllllllllllllllllllll 

SALT SPRING REALTY 

To view • please call 

MARION MARKS 
537-2453 hm. 

537-5515 
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tROSSWORD ANSWERS 
FROM PAGE 816 

~~~qTL 
COMMUNI'I¥1 

Call MarJie Kelsey 
who will bring gifts & greetings 
along with helpful information 

about your new community. 

537-5261 .-. 

Wg~COME.,.. 
. ·w.~c?i~~ 

Lighten up 
Leon Aptekmann unravels Christmas lights as he and a helper 
dress up the Creekside complex in preparation for a colourful 
Christmas. Photo by oerdck.Lundy 

DRIFTWOOD CLASSIFIEDS 
537-9933 

FRASER!$ THIMBLE 
FARMS 

·Brighten 
your house 

with·a lovely 
poinsettia 

........................... 
~' B & B H~DGING 

(~DAR~ 

~31.95 eat~ 

175 Arbutus Rd. 
537·5788 

HOURS: 
1()..4:30 
CLOSED MONDAYS, 

CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEAS 
7' - 8' Pink or White Dogwoods 

Magnolias, Japanese Snowdrop Trees, 
Japanese Maples 

BULBS 
40. o/o 

OFF 
Huge selection to 

choose from 
I 2 2211:: IilLI i2 51 i22!2 FRESHLY CUT I 

CHRISTMAS 
TREES 

AVAILABLE 
••••••••••••••••••• 

Fruit, Nut 
and Flowering 
Trees are in! 
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More letters 
Trouble ahead 

Here's the trap we've stepped 
into by voting the library bnto the 
tax bill: if Salt Spring incorporates 
as a municipality, the library board 
won't need another referendum to 
acquire additional funding - it 
will apply directly to the town 
council. 

Look for two or three current 
library board members to run for 
mayor. 

A sympathetic town council 
will vote for additional funding 
until the library has the several 
hundred thousand dollar budget it 
needs for its full agenda. 

Municipal incorporation is the 
deeper issue highlighted by this 
election. 

If you want to keep rising resi
dential taxes under control on this 
island, think twice about munici
pal incorporation. 

Or, if you see Whistler as our 
model - and the theme of 
"Whistler" was invoked many 
times during the past election -
be prepared to allow widespread 
residential development, a con
vention centre and high-rise 
hotels, because there's no way that 
the current residential tax base can 
support more than the amenity 
levels now provided in this semi
rural community. · 

We certainly can't afford a 
municipal bureaucracy and the 
cost of municipal services. Road 
maintenance alone - currently 
paid for mostly by the province
would ruin us. 

We have to look at rising ameni
ty expectations and rising residen
tial taxes against a background of 
diminishing economic prospects 
for, this island. The B.C. Ferry 
Corporation seems oblivious to 
the harm it is doing to our tourism
based economy. The ferry corpo
ration is making Salt Spring 
increasingly less accessible. 

As a result, incomes on Salt 
Spring will fall while demand for 
amenities continues to grow. 

Municipal authorities will be 
forced to levy higher and higher 
residential taxes from home own
ers whose resources continue to 
wane. 

Folks, we've got trouble on Salt 
Spring Island. 
MICHAEL FRIEDMAN, 
Salt Spring 

Clarify 
'direct action' 

Rega-rding the December 1 · 
"Texada reveals little" artiCle. 

Mike Levin describes the Direct 
Action Committee using the 

-words "extreme action." 
Let me offer clarity and assur

ance. 
The mandate formulated at the 

Scrap Car Removal 
New & Used Parts 
Auto Repair 
Auto Transport 
Tire Sales & Repairs 
Welding & 
Fabrication 

direct action meeting on 
November 26 is based on non-vio
lence, non-reactive and nothing 
illegal. 

Our objective is to develop an 
information campaign to raise 
awareness through creative 
means. 

We see this situation as an 
opportunity to unify and express 
community values and concerns. 
MELANI DAVISON, 
Direct Action Committee 

Exquisite 
beauty 

The community of Salt Spring is 
stitched firmly together into a 
patchwork of artists and artisans, 
dreamers and schemers, hikers and 
bikers, loggers and joggers, heal
ers and dealers, biologists and 
ecologists, scholars and fallers, 
naturalists and activists, teachers 
and preachers, contractors and chi
ropractors, bookkeepers and bee
keepers, shopkeepers and sheep 
breeders, fishers and . farmers, 
organic growers and lawnmowers, 
musicians and physicians, librari- · 
ans and agrarians, monks and 
punks, writers and fighters and the 
winners of dinners. 

The common thread linking all 
of us together as a community is 
the exquisite beauty of this place, 
a beauty that sustains us, each in 
our own special way. 

A large chunk of this island, 
4,800 pristine acres, has just been 
purchased and is being logged at 
the rate of two to four acres of tim
ber per day, displacing about 800 
creatures per tree. 

The purchaser · is the well 
respected and first rate land devel-
oper Rob MacDonald of 
MacDonald Development 
Corporation in Vancouver. 

We are requesting your help in 
purchasing these lands from the 
developer at fair market value. 
The Gulf Islands are part of a trust 
belonging to the whole province, 
and the mandate of this trust is to 
ensure that the natural beauty of 
these islands is protected and pre
served in perpetuity. 

Please write to provincial envi
ronment minister Joan Sawicki 
and to federal heritage minister 
Sheila Copps requesting them to 
preserve these lands as a living 
legacy for our future and for the 
future of all living beings who 
have no voice. 

For more information the web
site address is <saltspring.com/ 
annraoi/loveouris land. h tml > . 
These are the last remaining 
untouched lands on Salt Spring. 
Your help in protecting these 
sacred lands is truly appreciated. 
NINA RAGINSKY, 
Coordinator, 
Waterbird Watch Collective 

Eleventh hour nearly 
over for Helen Point 
logging protest 

Time may have run out for 
Mayne Island residents concerned 
about logging on the island's Helen 
Point reserve. 

A December 2 press release from 
the Tsartlip people, owners of the 
land, indicated that current cutting 
would proceed regardless of public 
protest. 

The approximately $1.6 million 
to $2 million realized from the har
vest will be used to make vital 
housing improvements on the 
Tsartlip's Brentwood Bay reserve. 

Mayne residents are now left 
with only one ,lobby - federal 
Environment Minister David 
Anderson 's office. Yet the minis-· 
ter 's special assistant Howard 
Markson said there is little the min
ister can do at this late date. 

"How can we step in with yet 
another paternalistic approach to 
the Tsartlip and ask them to stop 
(logging) because a bunch of resi
dents don't like it?" Markson said. 
"!-don't see a resolution to this prior 
to the conclusion of the logging 
plan already in place." 

The Department of Indian Affairs 
and Northern Development permit 
runs until April, although the 
21,695 cubic metres of wood will 
be collected long before the expiry 
date. 

The one lingering hope for oppo
nents lies in the environmental 

assessment done prior to the permit 
application. 

Mayne activist Ron Pither said 
parts of the assessment and timber 
regulations are still in question, 
especially a potential environmental 
hazard stemming from a road 
cleared through a cormorant nesting 
site in Active Pass. 

Pither said that B.C. senator Pat 
Carney is currently lobbying 
Anderson and members of parlia
ment to fmd alternatives. 

"All we want is to get Anderson 
to the table and get a concrete pro
posal hammered out," Pither said. 

He feels that the Tsartlip would 
agree to stop logging if the federal 
ministry offered to come up with 
compensation. 

But Markson noted that time was 
passed. 

"We are studying their point-by
point concerns about the assess
ment but haven't heard of anything 
that merits a cease-and desist 
order," he said. "The case isn ' t 
absolutely closed but I really can't 
see grounds for any changes at all. 

-Perhaps if these people had come 
to us earlier .... " 

Opponents have environmental 
concerns and believe the highly vis
ible cut is destined to become an 
eyesore and will damage tourism 
despite setbacks established on 
waterfront areas. · 

Housing starts still hot here 
Residential growth on Salt Spring continues to pace the island's economy. 
Capital Regional District statistics show that residential building per

mits spurted again in 1999's third quarter, rising almost a third to $2.97 
million over the same period in 1998. The figures were similar for the 
first nine months qf both years, 1999 showing a 44 per cent jump over 
1998. Overall building permits grew 36 per cent in the third quarter and 
over 50 per cent for the first nine months. 

starting at 
only 

c~l25f0 
inside cabin, 

2 january departure 
per person two sharing, port fees, 

airfare, taxes not included. 

For after-hours emergency travel 
assistance (24 hours every day) call: 

1'800-787-0695 and quote 'code SAP14 

Pacific Travel Ltd. 
537-5523 

Driftnet is the 
online version of 
the Driftwood! 

Check it out at 
http://www.gulfislands.net 

1720 STORE STREET, VICTORIA (250) 381-2404 MoN- SAT 9:30-5:30 / SUN 11:00-5:00 
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Cultural 
tourism 
could be 
a natural 

Salt Spring has what it takes to 
benefit from the,growth of cultural 
tourism, a meeting in Ganges was 
told last week. 

Steven Thorne, manager of the 
Greater Victoria Arts Development 
Office, told an audience of arts 

' groups representatives and cham
ber of commerce directors that 
cultural tourism has a profound 
economic impact on Canadian 
communities. And it's growing 
every year. 

Thorne cited a number of statis
tics that pointed to the importance 
of cultural tourism in both Canada 
and the United States. Its value to 
Toronto, for example, is estimated 
at $1 billion annually. In New 
York, the city's museums draw 
larger crowds than do all the pro
fessional sports teams combined. 

The speaker defined cultural 
tourism as tourism motivated by 
an interest in arts and entertain
ment events, cultural festivals, art 
galleries, museums, historic sites 
and other similar features. 

Internationally it's nothing new. 
But in British Columbia, where 
the tourist industry has been built 
on the province's natural environ
ment and activities that go with it, , 
it is. 

To illustrate that point Thorne 
referred to the Interior city of 
Kelowna, where he helped spear
head a major shift in focus toward 
the arts. The new focus reflects 
demographic change:•the aging of 
the baby-boomers me.ans that 
fewer people are taking family-ori
ented vacations and there is 
declining interest in athletic activi
ties. 

There is, however, a greater 
interest in attractions that fall 
under the cultural tourism banner. 
Kelowna has invested a lot of 
money in a community arts centre 
and other related initiatives with 
the result that Thorne believes the 
city will become a leading cultural 
tourism destination in the Pacific 
Northwest. 

Thorne said Kelowna's next step 
is to develop a strategic plan that 
will lead to coordinated cultural 
programming and the necessary 
marketing to promote it. 

Many islanders left last 
Wednesday's meeting, which was 
co-sponsored by the Community 
Arts Council and the Chamber of 
Commerce, wondering if it is time 
for Salt Spring to do the same. · 

NEWS BEAT 

Service with a smile 
Norma Eves brings on dessert as the Salt Spring Lions Club 
serves over 130 island seniors a pre-Christmas feast. The 
Sunday evening event was highlighted by music from Tuned 
Air and a special visitor from the North Pole. Photo by Derrd Lundy 

0 sponsoring ,-, ~~ :-\!. 
SALT SPRING ISLAND LIONS CLUB 0 
S~at cta.u& . ·. ·. 

• • u (,()~ to toum 
He will be arriving on the Santa Ship 

/ 

Saturday Dec. 11th at 6:30pm 

down at the Coast Guard Dock and will carry on 

to the Middle school, Greenwoods 

and Lady Minto before heading off 

to the North Pole. 

Ho! Ho! Ho! 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 

Sponsored by the Salt Spring Lions Club and 
Lions Clubs of Bellingham 
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Fireplaces, Furnaces, Dryers, 
Ranges, BBQ's 

BY PEOPLE YOU CAN COUNT ON 
TO DO IT RIGHT 

25 years experienced fully licensed, bonded & insured 

lA tl'eJ. _L '4t 
H~~, ,.._~GAs -

SERVICES PLUS 
(2so) 652·1 GAS (1427) 

YARD SALE 
Got some sod to sell? Advertise it in the classifieds! 

537-9933 I i " 

~~~~~~~~~-~~ r ·.,-r·· ~-,.r~.,-r .~.,-r~~~~~.,....w~~ ~ 

~· ANOTHER · ··~ i SOIJND DECISIONS~ 
t CHRISTMAS 14 
\l $ ··~ t 297 SONYMINIHI-FI J 
l ::;:s:~D player and l 

l
. ·-·.·.·. ·.·.-·.·._ double cassette deck. 120 i1 I watts total power ·~ 

_________ &_t1 _M_Hc_Rx_o_3_ •lJ. 

l. $136 ~ 

l et~· ~~;:~~~, I 
t $196 SONY J t . IN-DASH CD ~ 
t.·· -. :: w·,··· ""'~. ;,:~';,"';:.. •. _.,_ .. _:::,:_.;.::.:i.W" ... •:~. ~~~~:al power ~ 

. - -- - - · . me- ~.('..,._yx-::r:,«~i''-r-:J: ... <--r"'= ·." . . 
. t . %0 >.'" 101 : ·: sd~ cox 2250 11''.: 

l 1i 
~ $23 5 SONY HI-FI :\1 
~ STEREO VCR ~ t with 19 micron heads for ~ t ·: - __ ~,~~~~- ~ ~-- (;; ::::;;~:rding ~ . t ~~~,-, ~~="·~-} •'"\, ~ 

~. $279 ~~~~E'g/~6ME ; 
i§i. THEATRE ij. 
fj· . RECEIVER ·:.U 

~~ .• 400 watts total power • m~ .. ·.· .•. 
•· STR-DE335 • • . 

l ~ 
it ,$86 1 
~ SONY 6X9 X-PLOD J 
& <.&·? ~~~~~::r~~!:s ·~ l . . .. · XS·F6920 • ~ · ·~ 

~··. JJ 
t WWWUWJt:l ·~ 
~·· 531 Canada Avenue, Duncan · ~ 
~·· ·· . Tel: 748-4144- I Fax: 748-6400 ·.··. ~· 
~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Pen(n) mightier than gun(n), author says 
Are YOU in the book? 

To advertise in the next 
. &551 Directory, cal./ 

By TANYA LESTER 
Driftwood Staff 

An evening to celebrate Briony 
Penn's book, A Year on the Wild 
Side, got off to a foot-stomping 
start with the Wr angelli a 
Gumboot Dancers and then 
segued into a cartoon slide pre
sentation last Tuesday evening. 

The environmental activist and 
columnist for the Drift_wood and 
Monday Magazine explained that 
South African miners began gum
boot dancing as a way to have fun 
and unite. 

"This is our green unite," said 
Penn, at the Salt Spring Island 
Conservancy (SSIC)-sponsored 
event. 

She went on to shove her nice 
black dress shoes into her gum
boots while explaining her 
demonstration was a uniting of 
the north of the island with the 
south end. 

"We tend to take it (environ
mental issues) all so seriously but 
Briony shows us it can be fun," 
said Nora Layard of the SSIC. 
education committee. 

Penn opted to turn her focus 
away from her recently published 
book and presented an illustrated 
cartoon history of how she got 
started writing. • 

"Once upon a time, there was a 
pregnant lady and an alligator 
lizard," began Penn while a cari
cature of herself in a blue dress, 
and an extremely bulging 
abdomen flashed onto the white 
Lion's-Club wall. 

Penn explained she decided to 
sabotage a rezoning sign after 
returning to Canada from eight 
years in Scotland where she had 
realized such a small part of the 
natural world was left. 

Being pregnant, Penn felt she 
had to camouflage herself by 
sneaking up to the sign in the 
dark of night. 

When she got th ere , she 
scrawled "Rezone for oaks and 
lizards" on the sign in support of 
a heritage grove of oaks that was 
growing there and a lizard com
panion she met that night. 

Her non-violent direct action 
did not have an impact, she said, 
flipping to the next slide on which 
a church and parking lot are illus
trated where the grove of oaks 
had been. 

From this escapade, Penn 
decided "maybe the pen (pun 
intended?) would be mightier 
than tl,le. gun" and started to type 
out long diatribes. 

(Complicating the pun is the 
fact that her husband's name is 
Donald Gunn) 

According to another cartoon, 
Penn ventured out, with baby 
strapped on her back, to Monday 
Magazine with her first column. 

That cartoon showed a harried 
edi tor at his desk with manu
scripts stacked up around him. 

" Yah, yah, leave it right 
there!!" the balloon caption reads 
referring to an editor's typical 
attitude towards unsolicited mate
rial. 

It was this editor who explained 
to Penn the concept of getting the 
readers' attentio n by using 

- humour instead of writing in a 
boring, earnest fashion which he 
felt was often the downfall of nat
uralist writers. · 

Penn said it appeals- to her to 
write for Monday Magazine as 
her potential readership is anyone 
from the man on the street to the 
sex ad purusers. 

Many of the remaining slides in 
Penn 's presentation referred to 
aspects of her humourous projec
tion of motherhood onto other 
spe'cies. 

"God, the buggers drink a lot," 
complained a sea otter with a 

baby nuzzling 
to her chest. 

In another, 
the female 
seahorse rush
es off whi le 
the adult male 
seahorse looks 
after th e 
young. p 

This moth- enn 
erhood theme underlined how 
Penn's cartoons brought to mind 
the work of Lynn Johnson of "Fot 

Better or For Worse" fame. (More 
than one person in the audience 
mentioned this after the presenta
tion.) 

Maybe Penn 's next book will be 
filled with cartoons. 

Penn ended her presentation 
with saying that she wants to 
make an impact so educators and 
others on the West" Coast will 
associate local plants and wildlife 
with holiday festivities. 

She suggested "Deck the Halls 
with Oreg~m Grape and Arbutus 

746-6413 
Your Full Line 

Panasonic'" Shockwave 
Portable CD player 
40 sec Anti Shock 

Berries" and " Rudolph the Red 
Nosed Caribou." 

"My writing has been a way for 
us to get through th e despai.r 
because we (environrnental 
activists) win so seldom," Penn 
said, coining the phrase "humour 
of despair" in reference to her 
writing. 

A portion of Penn 's book sale 
proceeds from last Tuesday 
evening was donated to the 
SSIC's campaign to preserve Ford 
Lake as a natural habitat. 

RQV75 

"' 537 -2ooo D 
Leave your business name, 
mailing address and phone 

number, and ask us 
to mail you an 

Advertiser Information Package. 
Package will be mailed in January 2000. 

Panasonic. Cassette 
XBS Bass 

with headphones 

Panasonic Clock Radios- Several to Choose Fron1 

PV9453 

Panasonic® 61"

1 Proiection TV . 
Dual Tuner PIP 
Digital Comb. Filter 

$329999 
I Reg. $3499.99 

Panasonic'" 27" 
Front AV Jacks 

Digital comb. filter 

600 lines res. 

Panasonic'" VCR 
Panasonic'" * 4 head Hi Fi Auto Clock Set 

$24999 
140 watt Mini System 
5 Disc CD player 
·Double Cassette 

Our Prices, Selection and Service will make 
you want to shop at Duncan Electronics *Some conditions apply 

Our O""n Service Shop 
201-107 Evans St. 748-3255 



HAVE FUN & GAMES THIS CHRISTMAS 

Personalized 
CHRISTMAS CARDS 

Use your colour 35mm negatives 
to create 4x8 Christmas cards. 

Your choice of greetings. 
• Min . of 1 0 .. . 85¢ each 
• Comes with envelopes 

Stock up on film, 
batteries and accessories 

now for Christmas · . 
~ APPLE PHOT 

fch~~·k·yq~~· ;i~r·1 
~tWICe....... ~ 

HARRY POTTER 
BOXED SET 

$59.95 

SUPER SOFTWARE 
FOR CHRISTMAS! 

Age of 

Empires II $65.00 

Command and 
Conquer $

79
_
00 

Diplomacy $59.00 

Monopoly 
$5 US rebate 
Reg. $33 

Your price less than 

$28.00 
Trivial Pursuit 

$5 US rebate 
Reg. $41 
Your price 
less than 

- $35.00 
8-IMAGING DDUE&CZ:i&U 

105 Hereford Ave., 

537-9917 

A Holiday Tradition 
Smoked 
Salmon Pate 

100g $3.99 

Crab Pate 
100g $4.99 

,,. .. ' Lobster Pate 

100g $5.99 
/ 

Smoked Salmon Pate 
213g $6.99 227g $23.99 113g $16.99 

Sea Change Seafoods AVAILABLE AT .. ~ ... 

454g 

$24.99 $14.99 
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5.5.1. GOLF CLUB 

Pre-Christmas 
Sa[e 

IN THE PRO-SHOP All sales cash/final-no returns 

• 
AU SUMMER CLOTHES 0 

shirts, skirts, shorts ••••••••• 20• 60% OFF 
SUMMER SHOES (in stock) •••••••• 40% OFF 
WINTER WEAR/ ACCESSORIES •••• 20% OFF 
UTIUTY CLUBS (selected) ••••••••• 30% OFF 

AU OTHER STOCK ON SALE AS MARKED 

Hours: 9am- 4pm, 7 days a week / 537-2121 
Season's Greetings 

ENDS DEC. 24/99 from staff & members of SS Golf & Country Club 

. A gift -that 
lasts all year 

DELIVERED WEEKLY s4 5 
TO YOUR MAILBOX, ONLY.............. + GST 

GULF ISLAN 

~~Salt Spring Gems & Art Gallery 
~....,1.1 GRACE POINT SQUARE 537-4222 

Unique .Christmas Gifts 
· FROM 

Energy Options Ltd 
• fducatfonal Kits, • Solar Vents, 
• Handcrank Solar Kadios, • Batteries, 
• Flashlight; • Battery chargers, 
• Ke~~tote solar lighting, • S~~ta/1/nverters, 
• Car battery lftaintainers, • Toys 

164 Lower Ganges Kd., GVM Mall 
517~8171 

10~5' fUfSPAY fHKOUG/1 SA fUKPAY 

All 
MEN'S 

FF SWEATERS 
until December 12th 

MOUATS 
. CLOTHING Co. 

in the Harbour Bldg., 
. Mon.- Sat. 9:30-5:30pm I Sunday 11-4pm • 537-5551 
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~" LOWRANCE 
GlobaiNav 12 GPS 
• 12 parallel channel receiver 
• Dependable navigation on the water, 

in the woods, mountains or cities . 
• Fast satellite lock-on as fast as 15 seconds 
• Internal, 10 year bac~-yp,J ithium battery 
• Clearvision R display screen •• 
• Waterproof, one year warrantyf 
• Carrying pouch & 12v adapter 

VVl:.LJI'U,,;,.)LJMI 1 L.IL\..LIVIDL.n U 1 133::1 - aoiiill' 

Great Gifts for the Hand~mah 

FINISHING ... ~wl 
BUILDING SUPPUES! 

Prices in effect until Christmas or while stock lasts. 

__, 

,.....-

"' 

{re-s 
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Get Connected! 
Tribal Drum is now 

hosting and servicing 
What'·s 

' . . 
On TblS Week 

What's On is a reader service designed to highlight arts and cultural events. To have your event listed here please 
caD (537-9933), fax (537-2613) or email <news@gulfislands.net> the Driftwood by noon Monday preceding publication. 

• Fulford Elementary School 
Christmas concert, Fulford Hall , 
Thurs., Dec. 9, 6:30 p.m. 

GU LF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

at Fulford Hall, Mon., Dec. 13, 7:30 7:30p.m. 
p.m., with opening act Suzanne • Alfresco Restaurant-
Little and Tom Hooper. A Salt Spring Barrington Perry plays piano every 
Folk Club show. Tickets $15 and at , Saturday evening starting at 6 p.m. 
Acoustic Planet, Music Emporium, • Harbour House Bistro- Murray 
Roasting Co. and Stuff 'n' Anderson on the piano every 
Nonsense. Saturday and Sunday for your din-
• Gulf Islands Secondary ing pleasure at lunch or dinner. 
Christmas concert - junior and • Fulford Inn - Galley Jam (Randy 
senior concert bands, jazz band, Miller and Brian "Buck" McDonald), 
choir and ensembles. At ArtSpring , every Sunday from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Tues.-Wed., Dec. 14-15, 7:30p.m. 
Tickets $10 for adults, $6 for stu-
dents and seniors at ArtSpring and 
Acoustic Planet. 
• Salt Spring Elementary School 
Christmas concert, Activity Centre, 
Wed., Dec. 15, 6 p.m. 
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• Salt Spring Singers -
Hallelujah! - the 25th annual 
Christmas Choral Concert, with 
gt~est singers Don Fisher and Betty 
Rothwell , accompanist Paul Verville 
and an 11-piece Baroque orchestra 
ensemble, at ArtSpring. Fri.-Sat., 
Dec. 10-11 , 7:30p.m.; Sun., Dec. 
12, 2 p.m. 

• Salt Spring Middle School Band 
Christmas concert, middle school 
gym, Wed., Dec. 15, 7:30p.m. 
Free, with a bake sale, too! 

Reischman and Miller perform Saturday night 

• John Reischman and John 
Miller from Seattle and Vancouver 
perform Latin-jazz and more on 
guitar and mandolin, All Saints By
the-Sea, Sat., Dec. 11 , 8 p.m. 
Tickets $12 for adults, $8 students 
and seniors at Acoustic Planet or 
the door. 
• Choral Evensong -All Saints 
By-the Sea, Sun., Dec. 12, 4 p.m. 
• Sunday Dinner Jazz at Moby's 
- Pat Coleman Trio, Dec. 12, 7 
p.m. 
• John Mann and Geoffrey Kelly 
- from Spirit of the West, perform 

• Wednesday Night Live! open 
stage at Moby's. Hosted by Charles 
Wilton . Dec. 15, 9 p.m. 

Ongoing 
• Harbour Nights open stage, 
every Thursday night, hosted by 
Jack and Lefty, in the bistro, trans
formed especially for the occasion. 
Kids welcome! Music begins at 7, 
with open stage from 8--11 p.m. 
• Rose's Seaside Cafe - Friday 
Night Live! Open stage with hosts 
Jack and Lefty. Music starts around 

·] ··. __ 1 . ' 

• Bill Rhodes sculpture - local 
crows, flying fish and roosters - at 
Moby's through December. 
• Portraiture by Stefanie Denz runs 
from November 14 to December 12 
at Barb's Buns. 
·Landscapes of Desire - paint
ings by Stefanie Denz - are on 
display at Bristol Cutter on Lower 
Ganges Road. 
• Paintings by Judith Borbas are 
hanging at Roasting Co. in down
town Ganges. 
• Margaret Briggs' paintings are at 
Sweet Arts Cafe. 

• T.he World is not Enough -
Pierce Brosnan returns to the role of 
James Bond in this 19th Bond 
adventure helmed by art-film direc
tor Michael Apted. It's a more cere
bral outing than most for 007, who 
shows a bit more humanity and 
humility than ir1 previous films as he 
does battle with a psychotic power 
monger seeking world domination. 

Spirit of the West founders at folk dub Monday 

• The Divine Ryans- A nine-year
old Newfoundland boy lives with his 
loopy relatives and receives periodic 
visits from his dead father. It's a 
charming comedic drama that 
makes the 1950s come alive. 
Starring Pete Postlethwaite, Jordan 
Harvey and Mary Walsh. 

Join us in the Wheelhouse Room 
for 

TURKEY & ALL THE TRIMMINGS 

:~~..,"' .. 'YEARS EV£ 
··~t.Y'f 2000 

IN THE WHEELHOUSE 

Join the Murray Anderson Trio with special 
guest Bonnie Sprinkle, for an evening of 
excellent music & a fabulous seafood/prime 
rib buffet. Tickets $50.00 per person. 

IN THE HMS GANGES LOUNGE 

• Winter Festival - Salt Spring 
Centre School presents craft sta
tions, live music, food and drink, a 
book fair and a chance to win a heli
copter tour of Salt Spring. At Salt 
Spring Centre, Sat., Dec. 12, 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 
• Christmas Ship - It's the 49th 
voyage of the Bellingham Jaycees 
Christmas Ship on Sat., Dec. 12, 
with Santa and crew scheduled to ' 
arrive in Ganges Harbour at 6:30 
p.m. He will then meet with children 
in the Activity Centre. 

Ongoing 
• Story Time at the Library - with 
Jean Voaden, every Monday from 
10-10:30 a.m., for kids aged 2-4 and 
their parents. 
• West of the Moon - Story time 
with Susan every Thursday morning 
10-1 1 a.m. Join us! 
• Fairy tales and myths with 
Shauna Grylls, at Mary Hawkins 
Library every Thursday from 3-4 
p.m. 
• Family Place - Monday through 
Thursday drop-in hours are 9:30-
noon. 
• Rug Huggers group for moms, 
babies and preschoolers, or moms
to-be at Family Place every Friday, 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Potluck lunch. Info: 
Family Place, 537-9176. 

Served from 5pm - Last seating 7:30pm 

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED 
537-4700 

Join Julie Bedford & sing in the New Year 
with karaoke. A sandwich buffet will be 
served at 9pm. 

NDL'fLTLTLT§h ' 
.·· 7)07_1?"' ~ --· Tickets $15.00 per person 

• Sufi and Sacred Circle Heart 
Dance, 380 Stark Road in the stu
dio, Wed., Dec. 8, 7:15-9 p.m. lr}fo: 
Birgit, 538-0097 or Willo, 537-2598. 
• Cookies for Christmas - ,_, 
Christmas goodies are sold by the 
pound as a fundraiser for the high 
school parents ' group. Mahon Hall , 
Sat., Dec. 11 , 2-4 p.m. 
• Community Meditation series -
Body Prayer with Keri Wehlander. 
United Church, upper hall. Thurs., 
Dec. 9, 11:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
By donation. $6 suggested dona
tion. 
• Dancing the Christmas Carols 
- part of the Spirituality, Ethics 
and the Arts Program at Salt Spri ng 
United Church . Keri Wehlander will 
lead a festive evening of learning 
simple steps to the fam iliar carols 
of Chrismas. Thurs., Dec. 9, 7:30 
p.m. Refreshments included. $7 
suggested donation. 
• Launch of Bird Songs of the 
West Coast, John Nevil le's new 
CD. Presented by the Salt Spring 
Island Conservancy, Lions Club 
Hall , Sat., Dec. 11 , 2-4 p.m. $5 
admission. 
• Salt Spring Seniors Services 
Society Christmas Party at 
Meaden Hall , Wed., Dec. 15, 2 
p.m. Food bank donations and 
home baking welcomed. 

HARBOUR HOUSE HOTEL I Fri. & Sat. 6:45p~ I Sun. & M~n. i';Jop~ I Tu;~: gp~l Fri. & Sat. 9:15pm I Tuesday 6:45pm 

121 Upper Ganges Rd. • . Reservations 537-4700 Tues. only $5 all seats· Adults $7 I Students $6 I Seniors $5 I Kids under 14 $41Sun. & Mon. cinemaniac rewards 
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•RENEWALS 
• RE-FINANCE 
•PURCHASE 
• PRE-QUALIFY 

Mediocre light shoW, glorious new Bandemonium music 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
Driftwood Staff 

I have to confess some disap
pointment in Saturday night's 
Bandemonium concert. 

Not in the glorious and inspiring 
music, but in the fact that I didn't 
get to see what would happen if all 
the lights went out like they did on 
Friday night. 

Some people have all the luck. 
MC Richard Moses, also a 

French )lorn player~ had explained 
at the outset that some strange and 
unintended things might happen 
with the lights in the high school 
multi-purpose room as they had 
the night before. We were to be 
prepared for a complete, if 
momentary, black-out. As usual, a 
computer was blamed. 

The lights did flash and churn 
on occasion, providing slight dis
traction, but it would have taken 
the full blackout to draw my atten
tion away from the music. 

Dawn Rage and Bandemonium 
had chosen some illustrious, out
of-the-ordinary pieces which won
derfully showcased the different 
sections and performers . 

. Each work was quite vitally dif
ferent from the other, and while it 
was nice to hear familiar music 
such as Peer Gynt Suite #1, Danny 
Boy, Country Gardens or 
Christmas carols, it was the

1 
new 

works I most appreciated. 
It was easy to see why the band 

liked to play the dramatic Rites of 
Tamburo, while the last two pieces 
of the night - Variations on a 
Korean Folk Song by John Barnes 
Chance, and the finale from The 
Pines of Rome - were ·simply 
stunners. 

The overlapping passages 
played by different instruments in 
the Chance piece, which was 
described to me with a bit of trepi
dation last week by one band 
member, came off sounding beau
tifully. 

I loved the Suite Francaise by 
20th-century composer Darius 
Milhaud, written for French youth 
to hear the folk music of regions of 
France where their fathers had 
fought in the world wars. 

Moses observed that the Suite 
Fran~aise was "a handful" for all 
the musicians, which sounded like 

. a vague warning to us, but it didn't 
come to fruition. 

Moses made a terrific master of 
ceremonies, if you could excuse a 
couple of his so-so puns. (This guy 
will try anything under the guise of 
cleverness.) 

His presentation of the history 
and funny facts about the pieces 
was charming and informative. (I 
actually feel a bit cheated when 
those kinds of tidbits are not fed to 
me during concerts.) 

Maybe band members were ner
vous about what those mind-of
their-own lights were going to do, 
or eager to get the obligatory 
Christmas carol medley behind 
them, but the opening piece felt 
like their weakest. Generally the 
group seemed to gain strength as 
the evening went on. 

One sign of the band's maturity 
(or Hage 's iron-clad control?) 
appeared in a few slower-tempo 
sections, where it would have been 
easy for the musicians to try to run 
away with some passages . But 
they didn ' t, and it made for a 
strong sense of control and compo
sure. 

It was also quite amazing that 
the band was able to get 11 pieces 

TOP BRASS: Bandemonium's brass players were in their finest 
form at weekend concerts at the high school, where they 

up to performance standard in only 
three months. 

The thick-with-talent Swing 
Shift big band jump-started the 
urges to jive, as usual, and gave a 
few soloists the chance to shine. As 
le.ader Murray Hunter noted, a 
great arrangement can make a 
world of difference, so that Scott 
Joplin's The Entertainer, over
played since the movie of the same 
name was released, could shed its 
slightly-tacky image after arranger 
Tom Davis got through with it. 

Hearing three Swing Shift num
bers reminded me that I've got to 
attend their next major public 
event! 

My sense of Saturday night's 

audience was that it contained a 
large number of serious concert 
band music lovers who thoroughly 
appreciated what they heard and 
will be the first to buy tickets for 
Bandemonium 's next concert in 
May. 

And then there was the middle
school-aged boy whose father 
mentioned that Bandemonium was 
a group he aspired to play in, point
ing out another important raison 
d'etre for this community band. 

In that same vein, .Bandemonium 
will later this year sponsor a con
test for a young musician to earn a 
guest soloist spot with the band, 
and offer master classes and work
shops open to the community. 

played everything from traditional Christmas carols to rarely
heard new COnCert band pieCeS. PhotobyDerr;cklundy 
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'Last minute' , fairs chance to 
save Christmas craft shoppers 

People who are worried they 
inight not get their Christmas 

. shopping done in time can sit back 
and relax. 

This year on Salt Spring there 
are two, not just one, all-weekend 
craft sales just one week before 
Christmas. 

For the lOth year in a row the 
Last Minute Christmas Craft Fair 
will open its doors to shoppers. But 
this year the doors are different -
they're at ArtSpring instead of 
Mahon Hall. 

' Something for everyone will be 
inside, from tasty edible gifts to 
wearable ones to others that look 

or smell luscious. 
·Hours on Decembecl7-18 are 

from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., and from 
11 to 4 on Sunday the 19th. 

Admission is free. 
Sid Filkow is organizing the Salt 

Spring Centre Craft Fair, which 
will be open from 10 to 5 on 
Saturday the 18th, and from 11 to 4 
on Sunday. 

Filkow says there will be a full 
complement of tables carrying 
everything from "flying carpets to 
home-made preserves." 

There will be handmade wares, 
international bazaar-type items and 
goods from off-island vendors. 

Helping shoppers with their 
decisions, or just to add some 
entertainment to the day, will be 
the gumbooted Geezers (improv 
duo Filkow and Arvid Chalmers) 
doing a table-by-table tour. They 
should arrive at about 1 p.m. on 
Saturday. 

"The usual great Salt Spring 
Centre food" will also be for sale. 

Filkow characterizes the annual 
centre ·fair as laid-back, intimate 
and cozy. 

Vendors might want to check 
with Filkow to see if any table 
space is still available. Call him at 
537-9596. 

Newman's Scrooge is Christmas classic 
Only those who landed on Salt Spring yesterday can 

be excused if they are still in the dark about Christmas 
With Scrooge. 

The Newman family's adaptation of the traditional 
Dickens tale is a Salt Spring Christmas classic which 
heralds the imminent arrival of Christmas. 

It features a varied cast of all ages, including the 
coveted "spotty dog" role, waltzing couples and gypsy 

. dancers, chilling spirits and the formidable character 
of Ebenezer Scrooge, played this year by Patrick 
Cassidy. 

Unfortunately, it only runs for four days: F~iday, 
Saturday and Monday, December 17, 18 and 20, at 
7:3() p.m. and on Sunday, December 19 at 2 p.m. 

This year marks its first staging at ArtSpring. 
Virginia Newman, who is producing/directing the 
show with daughter Sue Newman, says the new venue 
has spurred the creativity of stage manager Jill 
Tarswell, and artist Wendi Gilson is painting mood· 
setting screens for the Fezziwig ball and the Cratchit 
family fireside. 

"We actors, musicians and technicians who have 
performed Christmas With Scrooge over the years 
have always rejoiced in the story's message that love 
is the strongest force in this world and the month of 
December is the ideal time to celebrate this message." 

Tickets are $12 for adults and $6 for children and 
on sale at ArtSpring and et cetera. 

A Christmas Sing-a-long 
with the "Wug Washer' 

HERE'S WISHING YOU A HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON 
WITH A FEW FAVOURITE 

CARPET CLEANING XMAS SONGS: 

• joy to your floors, the wug washer's here)) -&s 
• jingle Bells your carpet smttf!s, get (em cleaned 

today ~~ 

• And our version of the Robbie Burns 
New Year's classic ('Should Ald 't)te ~er' 
Berber Rugs Be Forgot And Left t~~~.._.. 

~~To Gather Dust" -tr r · 

CALL STEVE COOPMAN 

Gulf Islands Carpet & Upholstery Care • 537·4944 
for an odour, dirt, stain & dust mite free new Millennium 

All in the family 
Margaret Thomas of 
Vancouver visits the annual 
Stoneridge Pottery and 
Flowers by Arrangement sale 
held at the Long Harbour 
home of· her son-in-law Gary 
Cherneff (seen here) and 
Beth Cherneff. Here, Cherneff 
holds a silver nitrate glazed 
vase . The sale took place 
Saturday and Sunday. 

SPECIALIZING IN 
CUBAN CIGARS 

Check us out on-line : 
www.westcoastcigar.cpm Photo by Dernck Lundy 

CALL TOLL FREE 
1-888-828-2848 
121 Station Street, Duncan 

(across from CIBC) 

Golden Island 
CHINESE RESTAURANT•LICENSED 

LUNCH .. .. ..... Tues.- Fri. 11 :30-2 

DINNER .... .... Tues.-Thurs. 5-10 
Fri.-Sat. 5-11 ; Sun . 5-9 

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS 
. $5.75 

Closed Mondays 
Upper Ganges Centre, Ganges 537-2535 

TICKETS $15.00 

Monday 
Dec. 13, '99 

The Cowichan Symphony Society 
presents 

THE 

Vic~oria Symphony Orchestra's 

I 

:;: Annual 

/"'!HRISTMAS 
POPS 

Ken Lavigne, Tenor Soloist 
and 

Rosemary Thomson, Conductor 

Saturday matinee Dec. 18TH, 2:00pm 

(Also Thursday evening Dec. 16TH, 8:00pm) 
at tfie 

COWICHAN THEATRE 
Concert sponsored 6y the 

Coleman Medical C linic & 

Bow*Mel Chrysler 
Tickets $17.50, $9 for students, 

reduced for front rows. 

On sale at the Community Centre Box Office 

748--7529 
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Choir cherub 
One-year-old Masja Nordine gives Tuned Air 
director Bruce Ruddell the okay as members of 
the choir perform at the coast guard dock, 

awaiting the arrival of Santa. Jolly old St. Nick 
arrived via float plane Saturday afternoon. 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Creative crafts, helicopter ride 
set for annual Winter. Festival 

Celebrating the season and relaxing with friends is 
the aim of the third annual Winter Festival presented 
by Salt Spring Centre School on Saturday. 

It takes place from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
While children work on small projects at supervised 

craft tables, or head outside to the create-a-wooden
boat station, parents can relax in the living-room 
atmosphere of Salt Spring Centre. There will be live 
music, a Storyline Books table, and delicious vegetari
an food plus beverages for sale. 

Kids ' craft activities include candle-making, cookie 
decorating, stringing popcorn and rosehips, toothpick 
constructions, creative decorations and "an amazing, 
ali-day collage," says school parent Alicia Herbert. 

There will also be a "pocket lady" (or gentleman) 
laden with tiny toys. 

Music includes classical guitar and piano, a guitar 
and violin duo, folk guitar and bluegrass. 

As well, school parents Don and Karen Arney have 
donated a half-hour helicopter ride to be raffled off on 
Saturday as a fundraiser for the school. Weather per
mitting, the winner can board the helicopter right at 
2:30 on Saturday. • 

Since the Winter Festival is not itself a school 
fundraiser, admission is free and ticket costs for the 
craft activities are nominal , intended only to cover 
craft supplies. 

The centre is located at 355 Blackburn Road. 

High school musicians plan big show 
With the Gulf Islands 

Secondary music program well 
into its second year, its students 
are eager and ready to put on their 
first big show of the season. 

Junior and senior concert bands, 
the jazz band, choir and small 
ensembles will a ll perform on 
Tuesday and Wednesday at 
ArtSpring, beginning at 7:30 p.m. 

begins at 6 p.m., making it possi
ble to see both on the same night). 
That's when the Tuesday night 
performance was added. 

"We're looking forward to hav
ing lots of people there," said 
music teacher Bruce Smith. 

Festival in May 2000, and both 
the concert band and choir will 
attend a mu sic festival in 
Vancouver. 

Tickets for the December 14-15 
concerts • are available at 
ArtSpring or Acoustic Planet, and 
cost $10 for adults and $6 for stu
dents and children. 

*•*•*•*•*•*•*•*•*•*•*•* 
; Star lights • Chili lights • Cat in the Hat Lanterns ; 

Exotic Beads • Fine Hats • 
* • 
* - .. 

* 
1c .. 

• 
* 

Trinkets & Treasures • 
for * 

stuffing stockings • 

* lOam- Spm everyday 1' 

1c~t-ic•i'C*ic 
FULFORD VILLAGE 653-9998 • 

•-f(•--f!C ....... * ic ,... * • ... 

Monday- Saturday 10am -Spm 
1102 Grace Pt. Square 

Jfa{fe[uiaft! 
Sa[t Spring Singers' 

25m ANNIVERSARY 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

at Y'LrtS pring 
airected 6y WENDY MILTON 

Modern and traditional carols 
and selections from Handel's Messiah 

Witfi guest singers 
Don Fisher and Betty Rothwell 

Baroque orchestral ensemble 
Paul Verville on ·piano 

3 performances onfy 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 10, 7:30PM 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 11,7:30 PM 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 12, 2:00PM 

Tickets: Adults $12.00 • Students $6.00 
Available at Acoustic Planet Music, Love My Kitchen 

Sharon's Country Kitchen, Stuff 'n Nonsense 
· ArtSpring Box Office 

Only one show was originally 
scheduled, but it turned out to be 
for the same night - the 15th -
as the middle school and Salt 
Spring Elementary concerts 
(although th e elementary one 

For many of the students, the 
ArtSpring stage is nothing new -
they've been there before with 
other community shows - and a 
number are thoroughly seasoned 
performers. Celebrate the Millennium early with our 

Last spring the high school jazz 
band earned the right to partici
pate in the National Music 

' ~ 
\\asfttl\lS \loust 
RELp. \ S &. ct\ATEP.\J"X 

_b,uturnn cfine 029ining 
l&- five S\l\endid Courses for on\-v $70 

~ hl•nd R<>;d'"" $55 Oo<· l , 1)«· 16 

~"""" .u""""" b"""""' '"'"' '"" ., ....... . 
N ignt\Y at 7:00, Cocktails at 6:00 V·tl\· 

~ 

':.8. qraci""" and casucrllp efe§IXIfl CtJUUtrp retr¢' 
p.nctrew r~arper's 1-\ideawa'l p.eport p.pnl 1999 

~ S<''"'"" \uxu<'l ••"" on l5 oo~n!<OO< '""' ~ G<o•P \unoh<'• b•n•"'"' w<dd\ng> & "'"'"• 
lA- 3-Da'V Mi\\enniutn Part)' 

Resel'lations ~ 250·537 .zg62 ~ j-SQ0-66' .gz55 
\f{'I'I'N·nastingsnouse.corn 

YEAR 2_000 
SALE ON 

NOW! · 

2oo/o 
OFF 

ENTIRE STOCK 

30•406~F 
SELECTED 

END OF LINE ITEMS 

STONE WALRUS 

GALLERY 
122 LOWER GANGES RD. 

537-9896 
Open Monday • Saturday 

10 am· Spm (·-- -
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What's on for 
Christmas 

Thursday, Dec. 9 

Geminis 
for three 
islanders 

Three Salt Spring men involved 

Belting out the 
sound 

Salt Spring band The 
Tragically Hick kicks out some 
great country and western 
tunes at an upbeat perfor
mance Friday night on the 
great stage of the newly
renovated Leg ion Meaden 
H a II. Photo by Dernck Lundy 

Are YOU in the book? 
To advertise in the next 

ASS/ Directory, ca~ 
• 537-2000 * 

Leave your business name, 
mailing address and phone 

number, and ask us 
to mail you an 

Advertiser Information Package. 
Package will be mailed in January 2000. 

Come see 
Salt Spring's 

largest Christmas 
light display at 

125 Grantville Street. 

• Fulford Elementary School Christmas concert at Fulford Hall, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

Friday, Dec.10 · 

in a Yaletown Entertainment Corp. -
TV show have just learned it was a 
1999 Gemini Award winner. 

Dedicated once again 
to the Food Bank. 

Non-perishable items and 
cash donations greatfully accepted. • Salt Spring Singers at ArtSpring, 7:30 p.~. (and on Saturday, 

D~. 11, same time, and with a 2 p.m. matinee on Sunday). 

Saturday, Dec. 11 
• Salt Spring Centre School's Winter Festival at Salt Spring 

Centre, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Tuesday, Dec.14 
• School choirs perform all day at Islands Savings Credit Union. 
• Fernwood Elementary School Christmas concert, beginning at 

7p.m: 
• GISS Christmas concert, (and on Wednesday, Dec. 15) 

ArtSpring 7:30p.m. 

Wednesday, Dec. 15 . 
• Salt Spring Elementary School Christmas concert, beginning 

at 6 p.m. 
• SIMS Christmas concert, 7:30p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 16 
• Fulford Elementary School Choir caroUing at the Fulford ferry 

terminal 
• Salt Spring Centre School Christmas concert, at Salt Spring 

Centre, beginning at 7 p.m. 

, Friday, Dec. 17 
• Christmas With Scrooge, at ArtSpring, 7:30p.m. (and Dec. 18 

and 20 at the same time, and Dec. 19 at 2 p.m.) 
• Last Minute Christmas Craft Fair, at ArtSpring, 11 a.m. to 7 

p.m. (on Dec. 18 for the same hours and Dec. 19 from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m.) 

Saturday, Dec. 18 
. • Moby's third ·annual Musical CHristmas Craft Fair, 3 to 11 
p.m. 

• Salt Spring Centre Christmas Craft Fair, at Salt Spring Centre, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (and from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Dec. 19). 

Sunday, Dec.19 
• Breakfast with Santa at Fulford Hall, beginning at 9 a.m. 

. Monday, Dec. 20 
• Merry Monday Sing-a-long in Fulford Village. 

" 

Wednesday, Dec. 22 
• Christmas in the Village outside the post office in Fulford. 

Arthur Black, Paul Brosseau and 
Bruce Ruddell contributed their tal
ents to Weird Homes, which won 
the Gemini for Best Lifestyle Series. 

premiering on the Life Network, 
Weird Homes was a 13-part series 
of half-hour shows featuring ultra
unusual houses and their inhabitants 
in North America. 

Programs were narrated by Black, 
who also wrote some of the script, 
while Ruddell was composer and 
Brosseau ~s music producer. (He 
also helped with some of the music 
writing.) 

All three are eligible to receive a 
Gemini. 

"It feels good to win a national 
award like that ," sa id Brosseau 
Monday. "Bruce and I really strug
gled for months on this." 

Ruddell said they had to come up 
with three completely different 
themes for each episode, and two 
each week, while working on a 
Stuart Margolin film at the same 
time. He also wrote all the theme 
and credit music. 

Weird Homes also received a 
"Gold Worldmedal" for best docu
mentary series in the biography/pro
files category of New York Festivals 
earlier this year. The show faced a 
huge number of international 
entries in that competition. 

It runs in several English-speak
ing countries and on the Life 
Network. 

Black's voice is one of Canada's 
most familiar, projecting as it does 
every Saturday morning on his 
Basic Black radio show. 

Brosseau runs- Nomad Music 
Studio - and is now working on an 
Anne Wheeler movie. 

Ruddell is one of Canada's busiest 
composers. He is now writing the 
score for a CTV/National Film 
Board production on the history of 
Coast Salish knitters. 

ec·lec·tic (ek-lek'tik,ik-) adj. & 
~ noun 1. deriving ideas, tastes, style 

etc., from various sources. 2. stuff 
& nonsense at christmas time. 

open 9-5 seven days in fulford by the ferry 
653-4620 

VISA, M/C & DIRECT DEBIT 

Christmas 
MerrJ' from 

STS LTD. 
For all your automotive & 

marine upholstery requirements 

HAL & DONNA KEOWN 
537-9509 

joy. 

The North End Fitness 

Qllyristnms ~p.ecial 
/ Two Months Full Membership 

Unlimited Aerobics 
I SO Minutes of Suntanning 

Computerized Body Composition Assesment 
Two Personal Training Sessions to get you 

Started on the Right Track! 
Special Discount Coupons! 

,,,,,,(Reg $190.001) 
The North End Fitness Special Gift Package 

537-52 '17 
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Musical gifts sent from the universe CJz rlsi11tas 
witli. 

By TANYA LESTER 
Driftwood Staff 

Barry Livingston's sacred musi
cal journey last Saturday may well 
be remembered as "the" event of 
the holiday season on Salt Spring. 

Beginning with a Chanukah 
candle lighting ceremony led by 
Sid and Sharada Filkow, 
Livingston presented eight musi
cal pieces. Seven were composed 
for piano by him in the last month 
and another by percussionist 
Laurent Boucher, who accompa
nied Livingston for the evening. 

Some of the 50 peop le who 
gathered at Salt Spring Centre 
(SSC) to be part of the sacred 
healing journey were a bit hesitant 
at first to respond to Livingston's 
invitation to dance and sing while 
he play~d. 

Th'e taboo of'"'' rrot interacting 
with a concert pianist" had to be 
broken. 

Livingston explained he chose 
sse as his venue, instead of 
ArtSpring, so those attending 
would feel free to move around. 

He is a classically trained jazz 
musician whose primary interest 
is now the healing aspects of 
sound and music. 

His transition into honouring 
the sacred aspect of music 
evolved after a personal crisis he 
experienced in 1994 during which 
time he did not play music for a 
year. 

This was a major fork in life's 
road for Livingston, who started 
taking classical piano lessons at 
eight years old. 

" I was sensitive to sound ar a 
very early age," he said during an 
interview last week. 

One of Livingston's 'earliest 
memories is of being lifted up so 
he coul<! press_down 9n _the ei_ano 
keys in hi s fami ly' s home in 
Hamilton, Ontario. 

He was quick to point out that 
this does not mean he was a child 
prodigy. "I've had to work very 
hard at music," Livingston said. 

Neither of Livingston's parents, 
who were in the retail business, 
are musically inclined but 
Livingston grew up listening to 
the music his two older brothers 
liked to put on the turntable. 

One brother in particular 
encouraged Livingston in his 
music but still, by the time he was 
14, he wanted to quit. It was an 
enthusiastic music teacher who 
made him decide to continue. 

Livingston went on to attend a 
national music camp where he 
found himself with peers for the 
first time . " Up to that point I 
thought jazz was the domain of 
old black men," he said. 

At 17, Livingston attended the 
summer program at the Eastman 
School Music in Rochester, New 
York . "There was community 
feeling ... great chemistry," he 
said. "There was no one person 
who was a star so we were in a 

Barry Livingston at the piano PhotobyDen;ckLundy 

position to help each other out." 
By the time he was in Grade 13, 

he was taking lessons from a man 
who had studied at Berkley 
College in Boston. Livingston was 
playing in a jazz band that played 
Top-40 tunes, including Michael 
Jac:Kson hits. · 

Livingston took first year in 
music at Mohawk College where 
he found himself in third-year 
level courses. 

It was here that Livingston 
encountered a teacher who asked 
him, "What's your dream? What 
does your heart feel?" 

Livingston did not continue at 
Mohawk because many who took 
the program were motivated to do 
so in order to join bands and he 
was already doing that. 

He got a general arts degree 
instead at the University of 
Toronto. In 1984, he landed right 
iri the middle of a creative renais
sance in Toronto where the best 
from all over the country were 
congregated. 

Livingston played in a jazz 
band conducted by Phil Nimmons. 

"He was the one who got us to 
push all our edges," Livingston 
said. 

Nimmons knew Livingston was 
terrified about playing solo piano 
so he got him to go ahead and do 
it. ' 

Livingston started to work with 

all kinds of renowned musicians 
whose music he had listened to for 
years. 

In 1989, he took a jazz intensive 
at the Banff Centre of the Arts 
(BCA) and started to get the "big
ger picture" of what music can be 
when a master drummer named 
Abraham Adzenyah worked with 
Livingston and his colleagues at 
BCA. 

Livingston became familia( 
with how music is used by healers 
in other cultures and how musi
cians in those places are integrat
ed into the community, with none 
having star status. 

"There is no musician-audience 
separation." 

There is also integration with 
the natural world, according to 
Livingston, who used as an exam
ple some Indian music in which 
different keys are associated with 
different times of day to be in har
mony with the day's natural pro
gression. 

Livingston said he is now 
focussing on sacred healing music 
because. this is where his personal 
growth and training has taken 
him. 

He is interested in putting a 
communal form of ritual back into 
music. 

Not surprisingly, one of his 
most recent mentors is Ann 
Mortifee, whom he collaborated 

J:i. .. " 
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COME TO SEE THE GALLERY BEARS 

AND CORRECTLY ANSWER THE 

!winner receives 
. an 

original piece 
of Canadian Art 

. Draw Dec. 22nd 

BEAR FACTS: 
., , , .Jhe Kermodes Bear of the coast ) 
>.a .....:.. · · of BC is a pure white 

American Black Bear. 
What colour is the Kermodes Bear? , 

Ca~ful scrutiny ( 
of our Bears will yield 

all answers. 
Enter yours at the Gallery 

' 
Seaside, Mouafs Mall 

537-2421 
~ ___ .......... 

with recently at Hollyhock retreat 
centre on Cortez Island. 

Last Saturday marked 

c5c1'"'o~,~ 
Livingston's first local perfor
mance of original music in over 
two years. 

He moved to Salt Spring five 
years ago after living in 
Vancouver. 

The West Coast seduced him 
with its beauty while he was tour
ing with a Jewish jazz band. 

On Saturday he joked about a 
band he was in back east where all 
of its members dressed in bur
gundy and played a lot of Polish 
weddings. 

The audience loosened up as he 
went from a piece called Walking 
in a Garden, inspired by the one at 
Hollyhock, to Joy to Hymn to 
Abundance which he said is one 
of a millennia! hymn series he is 
composing. 

Livingston asked June Bender 
to lead the singing and Anna 
Haltrecht to lead the spiral dance 
which everyone participated in at 
the end of the evenin,g. 

He asked participants to sing 
lyrics and to be open to receiving 
"the most beautiful gifts from the, 
universe" and "the most beautiful 
gifts from earth." 

He told everyone to think abo}lt 
two things we need in our lives. 

The gifts given that night were 
to ourselves. 

This is Livingston 's desire. To 
use music as a way to explore the 
sacred fn us. 

Livingston has gone many 
places with his music and now his 
musical path is leading him with
in. 

Plentiful Pottery· 

Jewelry Galore 

Beautiful Beeswax Candles 

Bountiful Bargains 

Delightful Xmas Decorations 

SJirprising Stocking Stuffers 

Dainty Dried Flowers & ' 
Seasonal Wreaths 

Joyful Jams & Jellies 

Vigorous Vinegars & 
Tasty Food Mixes 

Gorgeous Garlic Braids 
\ 

Select Art Cards 

Snappy Seed Saving Kits 

I -po."" ' \ 
}\U.~P::J. 

A musical play, 
with original music 
and story adaptation 

by 
VIRGINIA& 

RAY NEWMAN 

• 
DEC. 17 & 18 7:30PM 

DEC.19 2PM 
DEC. 20 7:30PM 
Special closing night 
(all tickets half price) 

• 
Tickets available at ArtSpring 

& etcetera . · 

Adults $12 
Children $6 

Tempting Twig Baskets 

Luxury Soaps & Lotions 

Herbal Oils & Potions 

fril\'!rant Aromatherapy 

C_omfy Cotton Bedding & Duvets 

Original Art 

Fine Felt Hats 

Tantalizing Tie Dye T-Shirts & Tights 

Silverware Wind Chimes 

Smoked Salmon Treats 

Fishery Wish Packs 

Wrought Iron 

Fabulous Forest Boxes Candlesticks 

Wondrous Woodwork Moments of Music 

· Very Special Dolls Hot Festive Food 

FREE ADMISSION 

Enjoy the sights & sounds of an Island style Christmas 

I 

~· ~r_ . 

,. 

:T 
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Spirit,
Hooper, 
Little at 
Fulford 

It's been a long time, 10 albums 
and a cavalcade of fame si nce 
Spirit of the West did its first pay
ing gig at the Vesuvius Inn in 1983. 

They returned a few more times 
after that before they rea II y hit the 
big-time, including what co
founder Geoffrey Kelly remembers 
as "one hell of a good New Year's 
Eve in the same pub." 

Kelly and John Mann, the other 
co-founder, will no doubt rouse all 
kinds of memories when they put 
on an upbeat, contemporary Celtic 
Salt Spring Folk Club show at 
Fulford Hall on Monday night. 

They should come armed with 
Spirit of the West's compilation CD 
called Hit Parade, released in 
September, which includes cuts 
from albums such as Faithlift, Save 
This House, Go Figure, Weights 
and Measures, plus a few previous
ly unheard works. 

Kelly is the band's flute, tin 
whistle and bodhran player, while 
guitar player Mann is lead vocalist. 

The band has toured extensively 
in Europe, and played such well
known United Kingdom events as 
the Glastonbury, Reading and 
Edinburgh Folk Festival. In March 
they will be in Germany at the 
Magnetic Music St. Patrick's Day 
Festjval. 

One particularly notable Spirit of 
..the West project was a 1995 collab
oration with the Vancouver 
Symphony Orchestra to produce 
Open Heart Symphony, and an 
ensuing documentary for the Bravo 
network. Mann and Kelly wrote 
the original material for the event. 

Next year Kelly and Mann plan 
to release an album of their own, 
and hopefully a new one with the 
whole band. 

Judging from their official web
site, these guys also have a wicked 
sense of humour, and Mann even . 
likes to share the titles of good 
books and albums he has come 
across. 

Opening for Kelly and Mann on 
Monday night is Salt Spring's own 
fa mous musician couple Tom 
Hooper and Suzanne Little. 
Hooper is best known as a Grapes 
of Wrath founder and re-uniter, 
while Little was a founding mem
ber _ of the pop band Lava Hay 
before releasing her 1995 hit solo 
CD Be Here Now. 

Salt Spring audiences have raved 
about previous local performances · 
by Little and Hooper. 

They are also well known on the 
island parent circuit as Owen and 
Shane's mom and dad. 

Doors open at 7 p,. m ., music 
begins at 7:30. 

Tickets are $15 and on sale at 
Acoustic Planet, Music Emporium, 
Stuff ' n' Nonsense and Roasting 
Co. 

Are YOU in the book? 
To advertise in the next 

551 Directory, call 
537·2000 

Leave your business name, 
mailing address and phone 

number, and ask us 
to mail you an 

Advertiser Information Package. 
Package will be mailed in January 2000. 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

Tinsel wrap 
Bonnie Stein gets into the 
Christmas decorating spirit by 
dressing up Slegg Lumber on 
Fulford-Ganges Road. 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 

~AUNnn 
BOOKSHOP 

Buys, Sells and 
Appraises 

quality used books 
in all subjects 

• 
(250) 656-8805 

9807 Third Street, Sidney 
Mon.-Sat. 10-5 I Sun. 12-5 

A 'gearle' after your own heart 
By MIKE LEVIN 
Driftwood Staff 

How can you not love Stacey 
Earle, a late-blossoming rose with a 
self-stamped debut album, a voice 
with j ust enough twang to defy 
pigeon-holing and a partner so intox
icated with love he swoons over sim
ply being on the same stage? 

It takes a pretty special woman 
to inspire that type of reaction. Yet 
Earle, 39, would simply brush the 
thought away with the same 
acceptance that got her through a 
volatile childhood and single 
motherhood. 

Raised in the American south, 
Earle's Simple Gearle, released 
last year, is attracting stunning 
reviews from an industry that isn't 
really sure where she fits in: coun
try, folk, roots, even Americana -
whatever that is. 

The album on Earle's own 
Gearle Records label is an autobi
ographical trek through teenage 
pregnancy, a family which pro
duced country-rock rebel Steve 
Earle and, according to the Journal 
of Country Music, "a pure accep
tance that the disappointments and 
failures of life are as inevitable as 
occasional snatches of happiness, 
something to be experienced but 
not destroyed by." 

Pretty heady stuff, and maybe a 
warning sign of the failed roman
tic. 

But Earle's story is nothing so 
simple, and Salt Springers will get 
a chance to taste it first hand 
December 17 when Earle and hus
band/partner Mark Stuart take to 
the stage at Lion's Hall at 

TSUNAMI's Country Christmas 
Jamboree. 

Here is a mature woman who 
stumbled onto the concert stage as 
a favour to her brother and then 
found her own voice as a way of 
confronting an often-unwelcoming 
world. 

Unique fingering can pull a 
mariachi sound out of her guitars, 
and a Louisiana-Texas-Tennessee 
drawl can wring the emotion out of 
even her most rock-oriented songs. 

Earle calls Simple Girl her sec
ond chance in life. Its content · 
reflects a background that could 
crush most people. 

She attended 13 different 
schools as a youth and then punc
tuat(!d that period at 15 by giving 
up her first-born son for adoption. 
~ut the strength of her family was 

the lifeline. 
"We've seen some pretty tough 

times. Steve was pretty much a 
handful through his teenage years, 
but I never saw my parents let go," 
Earle told an industry reporter in 
Nashville. 

Earle's sound and sincerity 
appear tailor-made for Salt Spring 
in the same way antique buffs open 
dusty drawers to see if anything 
has been left behind. 

Tickets for the show are $15 and 
are available at Acoustic Planet, et 
cetera, Foxglove, Creekside's 
Island S·tar Video; Music 
Emporium and Phlying Phish. A 
reception starts at 7 p.m. with 

· mu·sic at 8:30p.m. 
Further information can be 

obtained from Adrian du Plessis at 
537-1286. 

DECEMBER • 
PERFORMANCES 
• 10, 11, 12 . .. . . ...... . .. . Salt Spring Singers, 

present a concert of seasonal music 
• 14 & 15 (7:30pm) . . .... . . GISS Band Concert 
• 17-18 (7:30pm) ......... . Christmas with Scrooge 
• 17-18, 19 . .... . .... . ... . Last Minute Craft Fair 

• 19 (2pm) ...... . . . ..... . Christmas with Scrooge 
• 20 (7:30pm) . . ... . . . .... . Christmas with Scrooge 
• 22 (7:00pm) .... . ..... .. . Sing-Along Christmas at ArtSpring ................................................................... 

Catch Scrooge at 
ArtSpring! 

Dec. 17, 18, 19 & 20th 

We've decked our halls with wreaths, 
trees, banners and bells. 

Come join the whole community 
for an evening of music, 

reading and 
Christmas treats . 

. at ArtSpring ~j> 
DECE1\t1:BER 22, 

7pm 
Sing a Song of Christmas Joys 

Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la 
Mother, fathers, girls and boys 

Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la 
Come to ArtSpring this December 

Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la 
Music, fun, a night to remember 

Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la 

ADMISSION FREE WITH A CONTRIBUTION TO THE FOOD BANK 

Everyone Welcome! · ~ 
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The tone's the thing 
for the two Johns 

For mandolin player John 
Reischman and guitarist John 
Miller, a concert isn't just a matter 
of sitting down and playing. 

The sound has to be absolutely 
perfect - as people will hear 
when the duo performs at All 
Saints By-the Sea on Saturday 
night. 

Island musician Lisa Erck says 
it will be their third show on Salt 
Spring, and one reason they want
ed to return was because of the 
great sounds they can make in 
that venue. 

"They love playing in the 
church because the acoustics are 
so crystallized," said Erck. 

Quality acoustics are especially 
important for Miller and 
Reischman, she explained, 
because when they play "they are 
very involved in the tone of their 
instruments." 

Since joining forces, 
Reischman and Miller have ven
tured deep into the realm of origi
nal jazz and Latin music, where 
their performance and composi
tion abilities have shone. 

Reischman first made his name 
as a mandolin player with the 
Tony Rice Unit and the Good 01' 

Persons in San Francisco. He now 
lives in Vancouver, continuing to 
tour and record widely, and was a 
participant on the Grammy-win
ning recording of True Life Blues: 
The Music of Bill Monroe. 

Reischman has played on Salt 
Spring with other groups as well. 

Miller is known for his unique, 
propulsive fingerstyle guitar-play
ing, which has brought him 
acclaim in genres ranging from 
bluegrass to Tin Pan Alley blues. 

In recent years he has focussed 
on writing in the Latin-jazz vein. 

Besides numerous recordings 
with other groups or solo, Miller 
and Reischman have recorded a 
CD called The Singing Moon. 

Talking about the CD, the 
Victory Review stated " . . . lush 
flowing and intricate beauty. 
Truly superb lyrical musician
ship." 

"Throughout the playing is 
masterful · and in complete sync," 
said The Province. 

Saturday night's show begins at 
8. 

Tickets are $12 for adults, $8 
for students and seniors, and for 
sale at Acoustic Planet and at the 
door. 

........... 
DANCE THE NIGHT AWAY 

~~~ 

at the end of Gasoline Alley 

ENTERTAINMENT WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1999 ,;. 27 

First Scrooge at ArtSpring 
s·crooge's crew for 1999 is busy adapting the traditional 
Newman adaptation of the traditional Dickens tale for their 
first-ever ArtSpring appearance. Costumed, from left, are 
Virginia Newman, Jill Tarswell and Sue Newman. "Probably the 
greatest challenge is concerting a warm, outgoing man like 
Patrick Cassidy into the thoroughly embittered old miser 
Ebenezer Scrooge," says Virginia . See next week's' paper for 
more on this great Salt Spring tradition. Photo by Derncklundy 

•Millennium Souvenir Champagne Flute •Late Buffet Dinner 
•Party Favours •Champagne at Midnight • o 

Music by: TRIPLE SHOT 

PURE 9999 , A UNIQUE LINE OF JEWELLERY CREA TED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE HIGHEST INDUSTRY 

STANDARDS. UP TO 99 .99 % (22 OR 24 CARATS) PURE GOLD , 99.95 % PURE PLATINUM AND 92.5 % SILVER 

(S TERLING SILVER). ALL SETTINGS ARE IN 18 CARAT GOLD, STERLING SILVER OR PLATINUM . 

ON SALE EXCLUSIVELY AT AUTHORIZED JEWELLERS. 1 877 801-PURE + WWW.rcmint.ca 

PEGASUS GALLERY 

1-104 FULFORD-GAUGES RD ., SALT SPRING ISLAND 

250-537-2421 

t 
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Sports & Recreation Reporter, 
Mike Levin , s p 0 537-9933, ext. 208 

Scorpions find energy 
reserve in unbeaten 
weekend games 
By MIKE LEVIN 
Driftwood Staff 

Fatigue. 
Often an excuse, it seemed to 

have little effect cin the senior boys 
basketball Scorpions as they post
ed a 6-1 record during five days 
last week, including a tough win 
over AAA Ballenas, in pre-league 
~a~ . 

"No, I can ' t say I'm surprised at 
these result s. These guys have 
given everything since the fi rst 
practice, " said co-coach Myles 
Wilson, uncharacteristically quiet 
on the bench due to his squad's 8-2 
early-season record. 

Wilson and John Callas pushed 
their charges through five games 
Friday and Saturday and were 
rewarded with a perfect 5-0 result. 

In Parksville Friday Gulf Islands 
Secondary School (GISS) ripped 
league opponent Chemainus 73-44 
and Ballenas 77-71 before decon
structing a short Ahousat team -
from a private school in 
Brentwood Bay - by an 80-52 
score. 

Saturday the Scorpions hosted 
two other leagu_e opponents, easily 
beating Brentwood 84-55 before 

, dispatching Frances Kelsey 84-66. 
Earlier in the week GISS took a 

lopsided 91-40 win over 
Cowichan 's junior varsity team 
Tuesday at home but was smacked 
80-59 by the AAA Cowichan var
sity squad in Cowichan Thursday. 

There are many keys to this 
year's quick start: a deeper bench 
that offers important breaks to the 
starters, players in excellent condi
tion and the breakaway scoring of 
rookie sensation Brian Crowe. 

But the real foundation has been 
the experience and leadership of 
guards Chris Langdon, Jesse 
McEachern and Mike Chen. 

While Crowe has been scoring 
in waves - averaging 29 points 
per g·ame- it is mostly Langdon's 
control that has made the differ
ence. 

With the captain on the court, 
GISS is never out of sync, a factor 
made evident during the week
end's heav y schedule and the 
team's skittishness while Langdon. 
took breathers. 

"He sees everything and doesn't 
get freaked out by anything that 
happens," Callas said. "Jesse and 
Mike have the same sort of effect 
but I think everyone looks at Chris 
for leadership." 

In his second year as captain, 
Langdon is most excited about this 
version of the Scorpions. 

"This year the team doesn ' t give 
up at all. I think we still have a 

ways to go offensively and defen
sively but it's a lot of fun right 
now," he said. "We'll have to wait 
to see what happens when they 
start double- and triple-teaming 
(Crowe)." 

The Grade 10 Crowe has been a 
revelation. 

He has been deadly from three
point range and a strong rebounder 
at both ends. But mostly he has 
been unstoppable within six feet. 

Against Ballenas he potted 37, 
with 13 in a tight fourth quarter, 
including three buckets from three
point range. The outburst turned a 
one-point game into a well
deserved Salt Spring victory 
Saturday against Brentwood. GISS 
held only a six-point lead- at 17-
11 - heading into the second 
quarter before Crowe went to 
work. He went inside for five
straight hoops en route to a 14-
point quarter and a 41-26 
Scorpions lead at the break. 

His 41 points Saturday against 
Brentwood was the highest total 
this year. 

While Crowe is accounting for 
nearly 37 per cent of his team's 
points, the scoring concentration is 
not a major concern for Wilson. 

"Not in high school ball, it's not 
a problem. Teams have tried dou
ble-teaming him but they can't 
stop him," the coach said. "Often 
other players step up and score." 

Wilson pointed to the return 
Friday of Rhys Beasley, a potent 
centre-key presence who is the 
team's top rebounder. 

Beasley is averaging double fig
ures in the games he's played and 
,is refining his scoring touch. 

He broke out with 17 points to 
lead GISS against Frances Kelsey 
and potted 16 in the Chemainus 
game. 

Beasley and Ale x Lemay 
(changed from Alex Vine), who 
had 14 against Ahousat, offer alter
native scoring hands to Crowe. 

While GISS is not likely to have 
many problems against league 
opponents, it will have to step up 
its defence in bigger games. 

"When we played Cowichan 
their full-court pressure took our 
big guys right out of the game . 
That 's something we have "to work 
on," Wilson said. 

The Scorpions get right back 
into the grind this week. 

Tuesday they played a rematch 
with Cowichan's junior varsity 
team in Cowichan and will open 
their regular season Thursday at 
Shawnigan before heading to a 
two-day tournament at North 
Vancouver's Seycove school 
Friday. 

ESTATE JEWELLERY Not Just Beautiful , but Experienced 
THE OLDE GOLD SHOPPE "from Unique to Antique" 

CHEMAINUS, BC 246-4733 

alan jones construction ltd. 

Custom Homes 
Commercial 
Licenced Bu ilder 

Pager 480-8251 
Office: 656-2163 

Fax: 656-8792 

T I 0 N 

A SURE THING: Once senior Scorpion Brian Crowe gets a quick 
first step on his defender deep in the key, there is virtually no 
chance of keeping him from the hole. At top right, GISS cap
tain Chris Langdon may look like his arms and legs are going in 
different directions, but the Scorpions' swingman has been the ' 
definitive factor in the team's race to an 8-2 record so far this 
season. Photo by Mike Lev1n 

Custom window ali 
treatments and 
upholstery. 

FROM OUR HOME TO YOUR HOME. 

144 GRAHAM DR - 537-5837 

Are YOU in the book? 
To advertise in the next 

•

551 Directory, cal.1 
537-2000 II 

Leave your business name, 
mailing address and phone 

number, and ask us 
to mail you an 

Advertiser Information Package. 
Package will be mailed in January 2000. 

FITNESS~ 
HRISTMAS! 

PHYSIO 
BALLS 

200f0 
OFF 

Mats, dumbells, benches, 
belts, gloves, boxing gear. 

ALL AT CANADA'S 
LOWEST PRICES ••• 

GUARANTEED 

Ill ~:.:'::111 
FITNESS 

EQUIPMENT 
1·800·920·1221 

www.aloyd.com 
Unit #7 -415 Dunedin St. , Victoria 
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Slashers control unbeaten Bays United for 3-0 victory 
By MIKE LEVIN 
Driftwood Staff 

Voorique St. Pierre unveiled a 
little going-away present for her 
Salt Spring Slashers teammates 
Sunday. 

In her last game before returning 
home to France, the exchange stu
dent connected· on two timely· 
goals to push her under-19 squad 
to a 3-0 victory over previously 
undefeated Bays United at Gulf 
Islands Secondary School. 

The diminutive striker used a 
perfect sense of positioning to 
pounce on a pair of loose balls in 
United's crease, rounding out the 
Slashers' best effort of the season 
and keeping them in the hunt for 
first place. 

It would have been easy for Salt 
Spring to hide behind a wall of 
anxiety. 

After all, Bays was not atop the 
le ague table by accident. Their 
back line was a wall of players 
pushi'ng six feet and their speedy 
wingers had twice scored in dou
ble digits. 

But it was a supremely poised 
Slashers team that showed up at 
the high school field. 

After a tight few minutes fo l
lowing the opening whistle, Launi 
Legg so dominated the midfield 
that Bays could only sprint back 
on defence. The visitors never 
really got an offensive rally going 
during the first half. 

Legg just missed finding the 
back of the net in the 15th minute 
when her long, arcing shot from 
25 metres was only tipped away at 
the last second by a diving United 
keeper: 

Slashers continued to send balls 
up the wing for thrusts into the 
box, keyed by the potent duo of 
Joelle, MorriS<).!}, a~d Stephanie 
Collette who covered the entire 
pitch and were as vital a cog on 
defence as going the other way. 

The pair teamed up for a text
book passing play that sent 
Collette in alone during the 34th 

minute for what turned out to be 
the winning marker, Morrison 
plotting the open wing and push
ing the ball beautifully onto 
Collette's sprinting feet. 

As the second half got under 
way, Collette launched a corner 
into United's crease. The goalie 
got one hand on the ball before St. 
Pierre tapped it from her left to 
right foot and punched it into the 
right corner. 

Ba¥s seemed to come alive fol
lowing the 2-0 lead and was able 
to find creases in Salt Spring's 
defence that allowed long balls to 
filter through. 

Through the half's middle 
stages it seemed only a matter of 

Tipoff tourney starts season 
The senior girls basketball 

Scorpions opened their season 
with a convincing win over 
Chemainus Thursday and a 
strong performance at Nanaimo's 
Tipoff Tournament over the 
weekend. 

nent Chemainus and then travelled 
to John Barsby Secondary School 
for a two-day tourney. 

GISS opened the event with a 
55-50 win over Reynolds, paced 
by Annette Wright's 19 points . 

The locals also beat Chemainus 
before dropping a 64-31 decision 
to tournament champion 
Claremont. 

The Gul f Isl ands Secondary 
SchooL (GISS) team started with a 
68-35 victory over league oppo-

Petro-Canada is looking for a Retailer to manager 
our facility located in Ganges . The operation consists 
of a full-serve gas bar and commercial store. 

The successful candidate will be required to invest 
approximately $40,000 to acquire inventory and 
equipment. 

To quality, you must combine a proven track record 
of building strong customer · focused teams with 
appropriate small business appearance, including 
accounting knowledge and retail merchandising 
skills . The successful individual will participate in all 
aspects of operating the business including the 
staffing and training 

Petro-Canada Sales & Distribution 
6238 McRobb Avenue, 
Nanaimo, B.C. 
V9L 1L2 11"11 Attention: Ron Gertzen 
Fax: (250) 756-4173 

PETRO CANADA' 
Please note: Only those candidates selected for an 
interview will be contacted. 

Closing date Jan. 7, 2000 

time before the visitors would get 
at least one back. But the few 
shots that came were usually wide, 
a problem United seemed to have 
all game. 

With time running out and Salt 
Spring in full control, the Slashers 
added St. Pierre's final goal of the 
season. 

A long run by Kyla Dares 
earned another excellent save from 
the Bays keeper, but she was 
unable to control the rebound, 
which St. Pierre tapped home for 
the final margin. 

The team has a bye this week
end before heading into the 
Christmas break. Its next contest is 
January 9 in Juan de Fuca. 

Starchoice 
Satellite TV 
Promotions 

NEW LOW PRICE 

from $299°0 

" Free equipment ex.change of 
Expressview & Grey Market systems" 

- HDTV -DOLBY DIGITAL 
- $100.00 FREE PROGRAMMING 

- INTERNET- S. VIDEO 

0 Satellite TV 
0 Home Theatre 
0 Multi-Room Audio 
0 Automated Lighting 
0 Surveillance Systems 
0 Cable I Tel I Security 
TV~ / VCR~ / DVD~ / HDTV 

Projectors I Plasma Screens 

(@uantum 
Systems Design Ltd. 

Custom Audio & Video 

537-9844 

A LEGG UP: Salt Spring Slashers' Laun i Legg (right) doesn't 
find her way too often onto the scoresheet but the midfielder 
is a dominating force in youth soccer's under-1 9 girls play. Legg 
helped orchestrate a solid 3-0 Slashers' win Sunday over previ
ously unbeaten Gorge. Photo byM,keleV>n 

This Gift G!ving Season 

For Your Gifts 
on Salt Spring! 

Your Gifts for Wrapping 
at 

Participating Locations ... 
(It's free with proof of on-island purchase) 

and they will 

Your gifts in exchange 
for a donation of a 

non perishable food item 
to be donated to 

. community services* 
• GANGES 

GARMENT CO. 
• ROYAL LEPAGE 

SALT SPRING REALTY 

• SHARON'S . 
COUNTRY HOME 

Your name will be entered to win: 
• Helly HensenJacket • Canucks Tickets,....''---11 

AND MORE! I . I 

• 

'PLEASE All.OW 1 DAY FOR WRAPPING 
'ONE GIFT WRAPPED PER FOOD BANK DONATION PLEASE. 

'DRAW IS DECEMBER 24TH 
'LAST DAY FOR GIFT WRAPPING DEC. 22 

--

J~ 

.,...., 

~:... 
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Lohman.n's twin 
medals pace local 
judo team in Burnaby 

Soccer Saturday 
Fulford and Ganges face-off 
on the soccer field as seven 
and eight-year-olds from 
Fulford Elementary School 
area and Salt Spring 
Elementary School area play 
during their Saturday morn
·ing time slot at Portlock Park. 
The Fulford tea m won the 
match, 1-0. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Salt Spring's elite judoist Marius 
Lohmann surprised no one but his 
opponents with a pair of medals 
Sat urday (\ t the Canadian West 
Championships in Burnaby. 

The 18-ye ar-old easily main
tained his number-one ranking in 
the junior-men 's open category 
with a gold medal performance. 
He added a silver medal with a 
strong result in the senior-men's 
open. 

Lohmann was one of 10 island 
fighters taking part in the tourna
ment and brought back one of 
seven medals. 

Nineteen-year-old Matt King 
also earned the top B.C. rank after 
taking the silver medal in his 
junior men's weight category. King 
attends UBC and trains with the 
university team. 

The junior novice section was an 
all-Salt Spring affair when Jano 
Demandre and Danny Chamblin, 
both 11, faced off for the top two 
spots. 

In the final, Demandre emerged 
with the gold medal. 

Adrian Elliott, 20, had one of the 
best performances of his career 
with a silver-medal result in the 
men's senior expert section. 

In a three-way battle for the 
gold, Elliott knocked out a visiting 
Japanese black belt before losing · 
on points to finish in second place. 

Another member of the Salt 
Spring Judo ·Club is making a 
name for herse~! in juvenile 
women. 

Megan Leitch, 13, secured the 
province's number-two ranking 
following a silver-medal perfor
mance. 

Yoni Marmorstein, 11, also 
grabbed a silver medal with a sec
ond-place finish in intermediate 
novice. 

Other fighters included Nico 
Lohmann, Rob McMahon and 
Shawn Venne, who all finished 
fifth in their sections, and seven
year-old Megan Henry, who just 
missed the medal round. 

The local club now heads to 
Nanaimo to compete in the B.C. 
Winter Games team selection 
process and returns to the city 
January 15 for the junior and 
senior sections of the provincial 
team tournament. 

Members have also been invited 
to train with the B.C. team in 
Vancouver over the Christmas hol
idays. 

SIMS boys win 
. championship 

After an undefeated regular sea
son, Salt Spring Island Middle 
School 's Grade 8 boys volleyball 
team roared to the Central 
Vancouver Island championship 
on the last weekend in November. 

The locals posted an 11-1 record 
to walk away with the· title. Their 
only loss came from Chemainus, 
by a tight 25-21 score. 

Driftnet is the 
online version of 
the Driftwood! 

Check it o_ut ~t 
http://www.gulfislands.net 

High-speed Internet Service Provider 
to the Gulf Islands since 1995. 

Late marker gives Old Boys big win 

Locally owned & operated 

~-(:f~> for Annual customers: 

~- () No sign-up fee 
V One FREE month 

Salt Spring Old Boys needed a 
little help from their older broth
ers but in the end it was Chad 

'Little who controlled an exciting 
_ 3-2 victory for the islanders over 

Gorge Saturday night in 
Victoria. 

The shortstaffed over-30 
men's team recruited Gord 
Speed, Jon Oldroyd and Graham 
Tweddle from the over-40 
Geezers. 

All three fit seamlessly into 
the lineup and contributed a goal 
and an assist. 

"Chad was the difference. He 
was the one who settled us down 
when Gorge started coming 
back," said coach Chris Cottrell. 

The hosts exploded out of the 
gate with solid ball control in 
the game under night-time 
lights. 

But it was Salt Spring's 
of{ence which was the first to hit 
the scoreboard. 

John Foley found Speed at the 
edge of the 10-metre mark, who 
then shuffled off a short pass to 
Cottrell in the box. 

The captain was hauled down 
from behind, and the penalty 
was taken by Little, who made 
no mistake for a 1-0 lead. 

Foley and Cottrell figured in 
the next goal which put Salt 
Spring up by two. 

This time Allan Webb started 
the three-way play that ended 

No-show 
for FC 

opponent 
Salt Spring got an easy 

win Sunday when Division 
3 opponent KDS, of 
Victori a, was either · 
hijacked on its way to the 
island or just didn't bother 
showing up. 

The premier men's team 
travels to Victoria to meet 
Cordova Bay Orange in its 
final game before the 
Christmas break. 

with Cottrell's blast from near 
the 18-m point. 

.Gorge then picked up its game 
and found the range to cut the 
margin to .one befor,e the bre.ak. 

But in the 80th minute 
Oldroyd launched a long shot 
that flicked off a defender and 
settled into the top right corner 
for what turned out to be the 

FREE 12:00 am-7:00am 
(standard plan) 

They scored again early in the 
second and were pressing for the 
go-ahead marker throughout 
most of the half. 

winner. 
J '\jl: 

Old Boys host Saanich Braves 
Sunday, their last game before 
the Christmas break. 

New Location 120b Hereford Ave. 
537-1950 

........................................................... ! _ 

R&D Tax Credit -
Key in BC' s Strategy 

for High-Tech Growth 
BC's high-tech sector 

- creating new jobs, 

greater investment 

and a more 

diversified economy. 

• ".-"'="' ••• 

C
BRITISH 
OLUMBIA 

Honourable Andrew Petter, 
Minister for Advanced Education, 

Training and Technology 

High tech is taking off in BC- 61% growth in 5 years- and to 
ensure small business can get ~rom idea to reality, we are 

providing BC's technology innovators with the support they need. 

Through British Columbia's Scientific Research and 
Experimental Tax Credit. all companies with a permanent 
establishment in BC can receive a Tax Credit of 10% on the cost 

of eligible research and development carried out in BC. 

BC's High-tech strategy also includes; 
• a $100-million Knowledge Development Fund 
• a $3-million regional High-Tech Development Program 
• a 35% reduction in the small business income tax rate 
• expansion in high-tech post-secondary student spaces 

and co-op placements. 

For more information on these initiatives, 
go to www.ista.gou.bc.ca 

or email: hightechBC@gems9.gou.bc.ca 

Information, Science and Technolo$Y Agency 
PO Box 9411 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, BC VBW 9VI 
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Salt Spring artist partial to 'happy accidents' 
By TANYA LESTER 
Driftwood Staff 

Lome Shantz knows his place. 
Since 1991, the place he has 

chosen to document with his 
brush and watercolours is Salt 
Spring Island, working anywhere 
from 10 minutes to 10 hours a 
day in his studio at his condo
minium on Lower Ganges Road. 

The result is more than 100 
paintings in which his strong def
inition makes the watercolour 
look a little like oil painting. 

The scenes - a wooden bridge 
in Duck Creek Park, Fulford- · 
Ganges Valley as viewed from 
Mount Maxwell, boats around 
the island, horses in Ruckle Park 
- are familiar with a realistic 
depiction marked with obvious 
talent. , 1.w 

"I've always dabbled in paint
ing since high school," Shantz 
said recently about his.work over 
tea at Sweet Arts Cafe where 
some of his work is on display. 
" Usually I see different things 
that appeal to me. It might be the 
colours or the light; a. play of 
light and dark that intrigues me. 
Each one of them, I think, is part 
of me." 

When Shaptz sees something 
that catches his eye, he often has 
his photographer wife, Colleen, 
take a picture. l'hen, he goes 
back to his studio with the photo 
and sometimes a quick sketch of 
the scene or subject. 

Boating is Shantz' other pas
sion and Ganges Harbour was 
one of the family's regular ports 
of call for years before they took 
up residency here. 

Aptly enough, watercolours of 
boats have become one of his 
specialties. 

Other boat enthusiasts began to 
see Shantz' artistic talent and 
many have commissioned him to 
do paintings of their sailboats. 

This fall, Shantz donated a 
painting as the first-place raffle 
prize at the local sailing club to 
support the Terry Fox Run for 
cancer research. 

It generated three painting 
sales for him, proving that giving 
is connected with receiving. 

Shantz' work is also a bargain. 
"I don't ask a fortune for them 
(the watercolours) because I like 
them to keep moving," he said. "I 
price them within people 's 
reach." 

His paintings have "moved" 
into homes right across Canada, 
the United States and even as far 
away as Ireland and Venezuela, 
but his first sale was a beach 
scene bought by Salt Springers 
Jim and Carol Helset. 

Shantz began selling his paint
ings to support the costly "habit" 
of painting: purchasing paints, 
canvases and other art supplies. 

One time, he sold a painting of 
a man 's boat to the owner who 
lives in Washington state. A 
while later, Shantz got a letter 
from the man. When he opened 
it, money fell out with a note say
ing that he was paying Shantz 
more for the painting because it 

was giving the boat owner such 
pleasure to look at it. 

"It's easy to say follow your 
heart," said Shantz when asked 
about doing what one wants in 
life. "Lots of times that's not eco
nomically possible. I'm so happy 
to be doing the things I want to 
do now." 

The "denouement" in Shantz' 
story is one that provides hope 
for many of us. 

Despite his interest in art as a 
young man, Shantz went to work 
in the automobile service indus
try after high school. It was one 
of those things. He got married, 
started a family and bought a 
house in Port Moody where he 
had grown up after moving there 
from Winnipeg at the age of 11. 

Thirty-eight years in the ser
vice industry where he worked as 
foreman for a Cadillac dealership 
was not easy. He was responsible 
for 28 employees and had to "sat
isfy everyone," including the 
staff and manufacturer, while 
keeping the warranty account 
down. 

"It was a very stressful job, 
especially the last 20 years," said 
Shantz. "I wasn ' t sorry to see it 
behind me. " 

Not that retirement has been 
perfect. Of the seven children in 
his blended family, two died as 
young men. 

It was in retirement, though, 

STAY TUNED •• 
Complete Automotive Repair 

ALL MAKES & MODELS 
• Tune Ups • Brakes • Shocks • Batteries 
• Tires • Cooling Systems • Lube & Oil 
• Safety Inspections • Exhaust Systems 
• Computer Component Analysis 
• Engine Overhauls 

that Shantz met someone who 
recognized his talent, got him 
some paper and paints; and 
encouraged him. 

He usually paints early in the 
morning and enjoys visitors, who 
are interested in his work, drop
ping in for coffee. 

Shantz said one Oregon couple 
bought five of his paintings from 
two different Salt Spring gal
leries. They phoned him because 
they wanted to meet the man 
whose work had intrigued them. 

"I love the feel of water-

colours," Shantz said. "I like the 
way they flow together and I like 
the happy accidents." 

If you would like to take a 
close look at Shantz' water
colours, you can view them until 
Friday, December 3 at Sweet Arts 
Cafe. Others are on display at 
Salt Spring's Naikai Gallery and 
Coastal Currents. In Port McNeil, 
on the north end of Vancouver 
Island, they can be found at Just 
Art. 

For a viewing of Shantz' work 
at his studio, call 537-2483. 

SHANTZ ON SALT SPRING: 
Lorne Shantz takes a break in 
his studio. Shantz works any
where from 10 minutes to 10 
hours a day on his water
colour paintings, usually 
beginning early in the morn
ing. Below, two examples of 
Shantz's fine. work. 

Photo by Tanya Lester 

537-5552 

PIZZA 
SPECIAL 

MEDIUM 
HAWAIIAN 
SUPREME 

Pineapple, ham, 
green peppers, bacon, 

mozzarella, edam 

MEDIUM 
OPPING PizZA 

With mozzarella & 
edam cheeses 

$17.45 BOTH 
FOR PLUS G.S.T. 

""E l>ELIVEI~ 
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HOLIDAY HOURS 1999 
TO OUR CUSTOMERS: 
All Thrifty Foods ' stores will be closed on Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Years Day in order to allow staff to be 
with their families. 

SALTSPRING STORE HOURS THROUGH THE HOUDAY SEASON: 

• Through to Dec. 23---regular hours Sam - 8pm 
- . Friday Dec. 24 .. . clos.e at 6pm • Saturday Dec. 25 ... CLOSED • Sunday Dec. 26 ... CLOSED 

• Friday Dec. 31...close at 6pm • Saturday, j an. l...CLOSED 


