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Residents express concerns about subdivision

Pbolos by Barb Woodley

School
Who are they? Pioneers in an
early photo of Salt Spring Island?
No, the photo was taken in 1985,
Saturday to be precise, at the official
opening of Fulford School.

opening

Saturday

Members of the school staff (who
dont always dress this way) are,
standing, from left, principal Bob
Brownsword,
Liane
Huntley,
Jacqueline T a y l o r , Susan

Underwood and Tim Stafford.
Seated are Arlene Sadler, Wendy
Wickland, Barb Aust and Bev
Byron. More photos, Page 15.

Trust attempts to deal with
duplexes in Burgoyne Valley
A duplex which sits on farmland
in Salt Spring's Burgoyne Valley is
proving to be a vexing problem for
the Islands Trust.
Texada Logging, which owns the
property, had brought several
houses to the island several years
ago. The company said the houses
were to be located on farmland
which in turn would become hobby
farms for the tenants.
But when the houses were put in
place, the structures
became
duplexes.
Under terms of the island's zoning
bylaws, a farm may have a singlefamily dwelling for the farmer plus
additional dwelling units "where
necessary for farm use."
The duplexes, however, were
rented and no efforts to farm were
made.
The Islands Trust Committee of
Salt Spring decided to have the
agricultural land commission deal
with the problem.
The land commission recently
wrote back to the Trust to say it was
not concerned, which brought the
problem back to the committee.
Islands Trust planner Dave
Morris last week outlined the

situation in a report on the matter.
"...the zoning bylaw requires that
the additional dwelling be used for
farm purposes. Therefore the
duplex conforms to the zoning
bylaw when it is occupied by farm
workers or when it is vacant.
"Renting to non-farm occupants
would be contrary to the provisions
of the bylaw."
He suggested that to police
occupancy would prove difficult if

not impossible. A way around the
matter would be to change the
zoning bylaw for agricultural land
to allow for additional dwellings.
A motion was made at the
meeting calling for one additional
unit for each 20 acres of land. The
motion lost and the duplexes remain
non-conforming.
The committee decided to send
the problem back to staff for further
study.

Music festival planned
A Celtic music festival will be held
at Salt Spring Island A p r i l 27 and
28.
The festival is the second to be
held. The first took place last year at
Hornby Island and drew about 200
people, according to spokesman
Bruce Pearson.
Events for the first day will
include workshops in traditional
instruments and dance, an open
stage for registered performers and
demonstrations by pipers and
Scottish Country, Highland and
Morris dancers.

A suppertime concert will be
followed by an evening concert and
dance featuring guest artists.
On the following day, Sunday, a
brunch will be accompanied by a
costume and combat display by the
Society of Creative Anachronisms.
Stage performances will follow
through the afternoon.
A l l the events are scheduled to be
held in halls in the Ganges area.
The festival is being organized by
the Salt Spring Folk Society, whose
next meeting will take place next
Monday at 8 pm in the Mahon Hall
boardroom.

A public information meeting to
e x p l a i n C h a n n e l R i d g e , the
proposed subdivision at the north
end of Salt Spring, will be held
February 12 at Central Hall.
Hank Schubart, project manager,
will explain the concept and answer
questions about various aspects of
the proposal to develop the 1,400acre site. The subdivision covers an
area north from Vesuvius Bay
Road, west from St. Mary Lake and
east of Sunset Drive.
When the date of the meeting was
set at last week's meeting of the Salt
Spring Island Trust Committee,
several initial concerns about the
proposal were expressed.
The concerns centre on access to
the site as well as sewage disposal for
the development. None of the
speakers at the meeting expressed
strong opposition to the plan.
William Bacon of Broadwell
Road suggested that additional
access roads to the subdivision from
Sunset Drive would ease traffic on
Broadwell which would be one of
three proposed accesses to the site.
He also expressed concern about
the potential pollution to Duck
Creek which runs along the bottom
of a bluff at the south end of the
area. The run-off from septic fields
could harm the creek, he said.
J. W. Hoadley of Lakefair Drive
also expressed concerns about the
potential p r o b l e m of sewage
disposal. Lakefair Drive runs from
Tripp Road to the bluff at the south
end of the property to be developed.
Hoadley said his concern was that
his well might be affected by the
discharge from septic fields at the
top of the bluff. There is insufficient
geological information about the
area, he suggested.
Schubart responded briefly to the
concerns. He said that access roads
to the south of the subdivision from
Sunset Drive had been considered.
But the area has a steep grade from
Sunset to the subdivision land and
any attempts to run a road through

would "scar the area".
He went on to say that there were
no designs or decisions on the
method of sewage disposal at this
point. There would have to be a
more comprehensive study of
ground conditions before such a
decision could be made, he said.
A preliminary engineer's report
on sewage disposal for the area had
isolated several sites which might be
suitable for septic fields. The
engineers had reported that the
methods for sewage disposal with
greatest potential seemed to be
"drainfields and e x f i l t r a t i o n
ponds".
Turn to Page 32

Fulford
plan laid
to rest
The Fulford community plan was
laid to rest for the time being by the
Salt Spring Island Trust Committee
last week.
Islands Trust planner David
Morris reported to the meeting on
the negative response the proposed
plan received at a meeting in
Fulford. That meeting had been
called as a means of determining the
feeling of the community toward the
proposed plan.
Up to 90% of the people attending
the Fulford meeting expressed
opposition to the community plan.
When the matter came before the
A d v i s o r y P l a n n i n g Commission
several weeks ago, a decision to
recommend that the plan be put on
hold was reached.
F o l l o w i n g the report from
Morris, Luke Harrison moved that
the plan not be proceeded with at
this time. The motion was accepted
unanimously.

Public opinion wanted
on sports complex idea
A proposal to create a sports
complex at Gasoline Alley in
Ganges has been put forward but
the organizers are seeking public
opinion on the matter.
Dave W i l k i n s o n researched
indoor sports as well as fitness
facilities on the island and found
some gaps in what's offered.
The proposal for the complex in
Gasoline Alley is to put in either
racquetball or squash courts, a
fitness and weightlifting room, a
steam bath and sunroom as well as a
play area for children.
Other aspects of indoor sports
could include a tennis court and a
illlil i l

111

Bill

tennis practice wall and an indoor
driving range for golfers.
W i l k i n s o n is seeking public
opinion on the matter with a
questionnaire in this issue.
The complex would have an area
for aerobic exercise as well as an
area for use of nautilus or hydro
weight equipment.
"Perhaps we can answer the
questions about indoor recreation
but we need help to do so,"
Wilkinson said.
In addition to answers to the
questionnaire, he wants thoughts,
ideas and opinions on the proposal
for a sports complex in Gasoline
Alley.
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Draft of noise bylaw ready
A draft of &n "objectional noise
bylaw" to cover Salt Spring has
been prepared and will shortly go to
the Capital Regional board for
consideration.
Regional director Hugh Borsman
held a public meeting last fall to
obtain opinions about what should
and what shouldn't be covered by
the bylaw.
The proposed bylaw defines
objectionable noise to "include any
sound which disturbs or tends to
disturb the quiet, peace, rest,
enjoyment, comfort and convenience of the neighbourhood or of
persons in the vicinity."
The p r o h i b i t i o n against
objectionable noise covers the
whole island and surrounding
waters.
The proposed bylaw sets out
particular instances of potential
noise such as using a megaphone,
shouting, playing a radio,
Maxine Marchenski
p h o n o g r a p h , t e l e v i s i o n , tape
recorder, musical instrument or
sound amplification device, whether
on public or private property "with
such a volume as to create an
The new public health inspector
and a certificate in public health objectionable noise."
for Salt Spring Island is Maxine
inspection which she obtained
That includes keeping animals
Marchenski and she operates out
following a two-year course at the B. w h i c h m a k e " f r e q u e n t
or
of the Capital Region health service
C. Institute of Technology i n objectionable noise".
office in Sidney.
Burnaby. That school is one of two
A vehicle which is in disrepair,
Marchenski has been with the
in Canada offering such a diploma. lacks a muffler or creates noises by
C R D health service since 1978 but The other school is Ryerson
other causes is part of the bylaw
worked in Victoria
before
Polytechnical in Toronto.
prohibition. The stress is upon the
transferring to the Sidney office in
Before j o i n i n g the C R D , relative fitness of the vehicle which
January. She covers Sidney, North
M a r c h e n s k i w o r k e d with the could be an automobile, truck,
Saanich as well as Salt Spring.
ministry of health at Prince George motorcycle, trail bike, bus or any
other vehicle.
She visits the island on Tuesdays
for three years.
and T h u r s d a y s to c a r r y out
She said she picked up an interest
In addition, machines are looked
inspections of food dispensing
in environmental concerns while in at from the same angle of fitness.
premises, sewage disposal systems,
high school at her hometown of
C o m p r e s s o r s , steam e n g i n e s ,
subdivision proposals and
Birch River, Manitoba.
internal combustion engines in
swimming pools.
disrepair or lacking a muffler can be
She left the community located
Marchenski holds a diploma in
350 miles north of Winnipeg to against provisions of the bylaw.
environmental health technology
attend B C I T to pursue that interest.
Noisy work such as loading
trucks or construction is limited to
the hours between 7 am and sunset
or 9 pm, whichever is latest.

New health inspector

Community has no say

The status of crown land could be
changed by the ministry of lands,
parks a n d h o u s i n g but the
community wouldn't know of the
change until after the fact.
Nick Gilbert of the Salt Spring
Island Trust Committee brought
that fact to the attention of last
week's Trust meeting. He suggested
that the Islands Trust staff contact
the ministry to encourage officials
there to involve the community i n
the process of changing the status of
crown lands.
As the matter stands, Gilbert said,

the community has no say i n the
change of status.
At the same time, he suggested
that the Trust Committee approve
the proposed work on nature trails
on crown land at the south end of
Salt Spring by the group involved in
the Canada Works program.
The Trust staff should be in
contact with the co-ordinators of
the works project to act as liaison as
to where the trails should go, he
suggested.
The committee approved each
suggestion.

PUBLIC NOTICE

160 Cliff St, Nanaimo. B.C. 754-1931

PUBLIC NOTICE
Ajac's Equipment ( 1 9 8 2 ) Inc.

Sales, Service, W a r r a n t y .
160 Cliff St.. Nanaimo. B.C. 754-1931

TRI-K DRILLING LTD.
Serving t h e Islands since 1 9 6 6

MOST MODERN HYDRAULIC EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE!
Call collect any t i m e - 4 7 8 - 5 0 6 4

Terra Tepper
PUBLIC A C C O U N T A N T
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P.O. Box 810,
Ganges, B.C. VOS 1E0

537-5557

Butler Brother
ButlerFence
Products
February Property

Ajac's Equipment (1982) Inc.
The only dealer on the island
for

Sales, Service, Warranty

on its activities any time between 8
am and sunset or 9 pm, whichever is
latest.
Infringement of the bylaw can
bring, upon conviction, a fine of not
more than $100. A separate offence
is deemed to take place on each day
that the contravention occurs or
continues.
Borsman said that he is willing to
listen to suggestions for changes to
the draft bylaw before it goes to the
C R D board for action.

The draft of the bylaw also sets
out things to which it does not apply
such as police, fire department,
ambulance or other public service
vehicles. Sounding a horn or other
signalling device as a signal or
warning falls in the exempt category
of the proposed bylaw.
Churches, schools or other public
bodies can use bells and chimes
without infringing the bylaw.
Other areas of life which are
exempt are uses of farm or forestry
machines, " i n a reasonable
manner".
A n d if work can only be done at
times which are limited by such
things as tide changes, ferry
schedules, forestry or fire
regulations, the bylaw does not
apply.
The Rod and G u n Club can carry

improvement

Specials
• F A R M FENCE S P E C I A L S *
726-6. 3 3 0 ft. roil
79.95
1047-6 (Heavy) 3 3 0 ft. roll .. 1 1 9 . 9 5
2060-6 1 6 6 « . roii
84.95
Barb Wire 12V . __,
2 GA

double strand. 1 3 2 0 ft. roll 3 7 . 9 5

Artists and Artisans
of the Gulf Islands
(Salt Spring, Galiano, Mayne, Pender and Saturna)

Have you picked up your entry form for the major exhibition
to be held at the Salt Spring Art Gallery in the
Ganges Centre (over Post Office) from March 30-April 6,1985?

PAINTED
• T-POSTS •
6 ft

3.05ea.

8 ft

3.95ea.

* ELECTRIC FENCING *
Electric fence posts
1 . 4 9 ea.
Super Hornet Deluxe 1 1 0 v fence . . . . 6 9 . 9 5
* Round Pressure Treated Posts*
2 / " X 6 ft
2 . 0 9 ea.
3 - 4 " X 7 ft
2 . 8 5 ea.
1

2

Entry forms are available at et cetera, Pegasus Gallery and
the Waterfront Gallery and at locations on
Pender, Galiano, Mayne and Saturna Islands.

PLUS many in-store specials!

Categories for entry are: Sculpture, Ceramics and Pottery,
Fibre Arts, Painting, Art Glass, Jewellery and Creative Woodwork.
For further information call 537-5048 or 537-5796.

Butler Brothers
Butler 2046 Keating X Rd.

VANCOUVER ISLAND'S LARGEST
ONE-STOP FENCE SHOP

Mon.-Sat. 8-5:30

652-2412
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Trading Specials

T o be Frank

Open Monday-Saturday 9:30-6:00; Sundays 10-5

...by Richards

Jan.

30

- Feb.

5 " W H I L E STOCKS LAST"

ARDMONA
the pot, adds the tea and then drops in a touch of
sugar. Eileen and the tea-maker who disclosed the
recipe to her many years ago are convinced that the
sugar helps the brew to brew.
Sounds like the little bit of sugar that helps the
medicine go down.

It's gone at last!
From then until now. The last vestige of snow
disappeared from my driveway over the weekend. It
stayed around longer than most, yet without any
bitter cold. A n d we don't often get even a bit o'cold
around here!

Rest in peace!

Now is the time

The bumper sticker I like is the one on Peter Pentz's
car: "Nuclear Weapons: M a y they rest in peace!"

Watch that chimney! This is the time of year to keep
your chimney in mind. Particularly important is the
metal chimney serving an airtight heater.
I listened in on a brief lecture on chimneys the other
evening. The critic was tapping the chimney pipe fron
an airtight heater. He explained the dull thud when he
tapped it indicated that it was filled with soot,
probably creosote soot.
Where there is a crank in the pipe from a heater the
soot tends to form heavily because it is beyond the
reach of a conventional brush, he added.
This is the season when chimneys take the annual
beating and when the owner's mind should be turning
sto having the chimney and pipe cleaned.

They both drank tea
Incidentally, like a lot of other people, I once had a
grandmother. In fact, I once had two.
M y maternal grandmother was tall and very erect
and had a head of white hair long before she had
earned it. M y brother and I called her "Pretty Nana".
M y paternal grandmother was very short and she
was identified by size as "Little Nana". Both drank
tea. Pretty Nana took it with milk and sugar and
enjoyed it.
Little Nana had a trick of screwing up her face when
she drank her tea, neat. We always figured that the
gesture was distaste for tea with neither milk nor
sugar. I still have that aversion.

Wild sheep? Never!
I was given a clipping from the Canadian
Geographic Magazine, recently. The excerpt was a
story by T o m Koppel on Gulf Islands sheep and the
debate that was waged in Driftwood several years ago
regarding the fencing of Garry oaks on Mount
Maxwell.
Simon Henson observed defoliation of the Garry
oaks on the mountain and suggested a fence to guard
them from the sheep running on the mountain. It was
also stated that the sheep were wild, when the story
appeared i n Driftwood, and the Canadian
Geographic Magazine story reports on John Bennett's
derisive response to the suggestion that the sheep on
the mountains were wild. Bob Akerman is quoted in
his reminiscences. He averred that the sheep keep the
grass down. In its turn this trimming keeps the fires
down.
The Gulf Islands sheep are now part of the national
history.

Frightening dogs

Painting and people
There were more people than paint when the
Federation of Canadian Artists paid tribute to two
notable members last week. The Salt Spring Island
members entertained Allan Edwards and Jack Avison
at the Kanaka Place. The two painters have devoted
many hours to classes in oils and water colours. This
time they devoted a couple of hours to dinner. For a
man who scarcely knows the difference between a
Rembrandt and a Rolls Royce, I seem to get to a lot of
art functions.

I have two neighbours who watch me fearfully.
They are about 30 centimetres high. A n d that's
something better than a foot, for R o b Weston's
benefit.
When I show up they bark furiously to prove that
they are ready to guard any premises in the
neighbourhood. Sometimes I bark back and we go on
indefinitely. I have to admit that they bark better than
I do.
But from time totime one of them will venture on to
my yard and wait outside. The moment I put my head
out of the door, he barks. N o way does he want people
crossing his yard! It's a good thing I like barking!
But the end came into sight when 1 was visiting an
old friend in a Saanich hospital. Another visitor to the
extended care wing brought her two lap dogs to visit
her mother. The two dogs were delighted to see her
and they finally lay on the floor by her chair. Until
they saw me.
As soon as one of them set eyes on me, it started to
bark. I couldn't retaliate in kind. In a crowded place
like that I might get picked up by the dog catcher. So,
finally, we both kept quiet.
What is this strange power over dogs? O r over me?

All sweetness and Whyte
Ken Whyte favours Swift. He is, he tells me, the
"sweetest guy on Salt Spring". Life is all sweetness and
honey. It was Swift who had the bees fill their hives
with honey and wax when they favoured sweetness
and light. O r was it sweetness and Whyte?

A little bit of sugar
I listened to Eileen King last week. She and R o n left
Salt Spring Island with their family about 50 years
ago, but she still has friends here. What I listened to
had nothing to do with Salt Spring. She told me how
to make tea.
According to the procedure she outlined I missed
out on one detail in my earlier directions. She warms

Peach Halves

NOW

14 oz. tins — Reg. 1.19 ea.

MONEY'S " S L I C E D "

790

EA.

NOW 790EA.

Mushrooms

10 oz. tins — Reg. 1.25 ea.

SYLVANIA

^

NOW 1.39»

Light Bulbs

40w, 60w, lOOw. Pkg. of 2 — Reg. 2.29 ea.
HUSKY

Dog Food

NOW590EA.

Big 26 oz. tins — Reg. 85<t ea.

GLAD PLASTIC

Garbage Bags

NOW

3 • 1 9EA

20's — Reg. 4.25 ea.
FORTUNE BROKEN

Shrimp

NOW 1 .29EA

4 oz. tins — Reg. 2.49 ea.
MJB

Coffee

NOW

3 • 1 9EA.

369 g tins — Reg. 3.95 ea.
GOLDEN HARVEST SEEDLESS

Raisins

NOW 1 B79EA

750 g pkgs. — Reg. 2.45 ea.
PAMPERS TODDLERS

Diapers

NOW 5>29EA.

24 s — Reg. 6.49 ea.
T

CARNATION

Hot Chocolate

NOW 2.39EA

500 g btls. — Reg. 3.59 ea.

PRODUCE SPECIALS

JAN. 31

Bananas

FEB. 2

3 990
LBS

That's a switch!

ALBERTA

This honey business is changing my whole life. F o r
years Women's L i b would ask, "Sugar, Honey?" N o w
she's switched to "Honey, Sugar?"

Potatoes *;« jln

1 .89EA

L

10 lb. cello bag
PUBLIC NOTICE

Honda Power Products
BOAT S H O W SPECIALS
2 hp
$499
7.5 hp
$955
9.9 hp
$1,199

D r a p e r i e s !

C e r a m i c

Tile!

V e n e t i a n

Room-sized roll-ends all at
gas tank
extra

MEAT SPECIALS

Carpet! Linoleum!
Hardwood!
CALL

CHUCK

Blinds!

50% O F F !

2.84.
1.29*

BONELESS SMOKED READY TO EAT

Picnic Hams

COLLECT

746-4851 - 750 Jubilee St., Duncan, B.C.

United

^

Blade g g g to.
Steak
LOIN OR R I B

Conveniently located at
A j a c ' s E q u i p m e n t ( 1 9 8 2 ) Inc.
160 Cliff St., Nanaimo, B.C. 754-1931

- JAN. 31 - FEB. 2

®

4.38KG

Pork Chops M

%

1.99*
1 .89LB.

IEP4.16K0

CAMPFIRE

Side Bacon

500 g pkg. 1 .79EA

FLETCHER'S PURE PORK

Have you renewed your subscription?
Sausage
If not, it's overdue. A l l Driftwood subscriptions were due & payable in January.
If in doubt, come in today—or call 537-9933. Visa & MasterCard accepted.

500 g pkg. 1 >79EA.

Gulf Island Trading Co.
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School at Fulford
In the days of the horse and buggy every community needed its
own small school. As transportation accelerated the movement of
students was readily undertaken and the one-room school stepped
out of the island educational picture.
For many years education on Salt Spring Island was centralized
in Ganges and students spent tedious hours on the school bus. The
larger staff of a single school provided for a more varied program
for students. The larger student body allowed for improved
facilities and equipment in that school.
When it was introduced, centralization was a step forward in
island education.
But times have changed. The outlying areas, where students
were few and school needs small, have filled out. The
transportation of students to and from school had reached the
proportions of a challenge to the school district staff.
First school to mark the reversion to local schools was at
Fernwood. After its first five years, Fernwood school has a
growing enrolment and an enthusiastic staff. Students and
parents warmly identify with the north-end school.
Second stage of the localization program came on Saturday
with the formal opening of the new Fulford School.
Meeting the enthusiastic support of the Fulford community,
the new school represents a return to old times rather than a new
phase of education. The spokesmen for the school see it as the
continuation of Beaver Point School, the oldest of the schools
once located at Burgoyne and at Isabella Point Road. To the
parents and the teachers and the staff of Fulford school, there was
no hiatus. School always was there and it always will be.
The large attendance on Saturday and the enthusiastic support
of the community promise a lively and active support for the new
school. Its establishment has been long sought by the people of the
community. It is a community school.

Regulating land use
Salt Spring Island Trust Committee has taken a close look at a
number of duplex residences constructed a few years ago in the
Burgoyne Valley.
The committee's agricultural zone 1 provides for the
construction of residences to be used in connection with farming
the land. There is no reference in that section of the zoning bylaw
to multiple family dwellings.
There was some concern among local trustees in past years that
the duplex residences contravened the bylaw.
Last week Islands Trust planner Dave Morris explained that
the buildings were constructed in accordance with a permit issued
by the building inspector. He told trustees that the buildings are
fully conforming with the bylaw when they are used in connection
with the farming of the land.
It is not, however, within the jurisdiction of the Islands Trust to
decide the employment of the occupant of a dwelling.
The structures in question were placed there in accordance with
prevailing laws. No regulation was broken and every requirement
was met.
It is as important an aspect of planning and land use regulation
to ensure that every property owner is afforded the privilege of the
full use of his property within the prevailing regulations as it is to
impose controls on that use.

Oil for energy
It's oil that makes the wheels go round. And it's oil that takes a
substantial bite out of every Canadian's pay cheque.
The proposal to sell Canadian oil to foreign countries for less
than the price paid by Canadians is not likely to prove popular.
Despite protestations that the procedure is fair and just and
meritorious, the majority of consumers will undoubtedly feel that
Canadians should enjoy the breaks first and that the sale price of
Canadian oil should be the same, or less, to Canadians as to any
other consumer.

Tony Richards

T H E L A D Y in the next booth over in the
Vancouver restaurant said to her companions at
11:30 last Saturday night: "It was a greaser's
show." A n d she was right, to a point, but it was a
kids' show too. And there was plenty of evidence of
that in the shining eyes of several thousand
youngsters, my own included, at the Grand
National Motor Spectacular at B . C . Place
Stadium Saturday.
It was a 3'/4 -hour display of power by a wide
array of vehicles—modified tractors, modified
p i c k u p s and o d d - l o o k i n g four-wheel-drive
contraptions designed either for crawling through
five feet of mud or pulling weights of up to 40 tons.
And the noise was deafening.
I should note that this trip to Vancouver, like the
last, began at Vesuvius where I suspect that my
popularity with the ferry crew is exceedingly low.
But I think they ought to know that as far as
transportation efficiency on that particular day
was concerned, the Vesuvius ferry was tops.
It wasn't until we were approaching the Lions'
Gate Bridge, where traffic was moving at a slow,
intermittent crawl, that it occurred to me we were
heading for the site of Expo 86, an exhibition
whose theme was transportation. (The thought
stayed with me as we turned on to a Granville St.
devoid of traffic, apart from a few buses. A taxi
driver told me later that it's an automatic S50 fine
for a car found on Granville, but at the time 1 was
just plain happy to get away from the bumper-tobumper traffic on the rest of the city's streets.)
A b o u t an hour later 1 decided that
transportation as the theme for Expo was
ludicrous. It cost almost $ 10 in taxi fare to get from
the Holiday Inn on Broadway to B.C. Place.
Every street in the vicinity of the stadium, up to
several blocks away, was jam packed solid with
vehicles, all of which were heading for B . C . Place.
The taxi driver explained it was always like that
when an event was on at the stadium. A n d it was
the same thing all over again returning to the hotel.
M y two companions, however, were not
interested in my thoughts on the accessibility of
B.C. Place: they wanted to see some hot wheels.
And they did.
Multi-engined, modified tractors made an earsplitting racket as they went all out trying to pull a
sled weighing several tons. Single-engined but
modified pickups and a vast array of other fourwheel-drive vehicles were driven into a sea of very
wet mud, in an attempt to see which would go the
farthest. (None made it all the way but a Ford
Bronco came close.)
A demolition derby involving a dozen or so
older pickup trucks was a big hit as was the Led

Butterfly, a vehicle that moved on tires weighing
1.600 lbs. apiece and measuring six feet in diameter
and four feet across. It drove over a mound of
neatly piled cars, crushing them in the process. A
thrilling spectacle indeed.
The Human Bomb (I thought) was a bit of a
letdown. Some idiot set himself down over top of
what was supposed to be a few sticks of dynamite.
When it went off he was supposedly thrown several
feet by the force of the blast, which was very loud
and very bright. He was unhurt (it was only a big
firecracker) but I don't imagine his hearing is very
good any more.
Boredom began to set in about half-way through
the show, a feeling I managed to ward off to some
extent by considering the different ways in which
the light bulbs could be replaced in the top of the
dome.
It turns out that none of the bulbs in the twoyear-old stadium have burned out yet but when
they do, access ports in the roof will allow the use
of a swing stage for replacement of a few bulbs. If a
large number have to be replaced at one time, a
crane with a bucket on the end will be employed to
do the job.
B A C K O N S A L T S P R I N G I S L A N D , tennis
buffs (or is it tennis nuts?) were reported to be
skating around the courts at Portlock Park.
I haven't heard a full report yet but they must
have been hard-up for players: Harvard Budgeon
called me Friday to ask if I was going to play.
A n d was it just coincidence that his call came
just a few days after I received a greeting card in the
mail from an anonymous admirer?
The big red envelope was addressed to M r .
Tennis Richards and contained a card bearing the
"Tennis Commandments." Penned at the bottom
of the card was: "Get ready for the season? From
an unknown player?"
The first person to come to mind was Barb
"Billie Jean" Fallot but when I called to accuse her
of being the sender, she was quite vigorous in her
denial. (If it had been, I had an 11th commandment
all ready for her: Thou shalt not lob thy ball into
orbit.)
Barb did say that a local jogging enthusiast has
been lamenting the day Barb stopped playing the
game. Apparently there was never a dull moment
jogging on the Portlock track while Barb was on
the tennis court.
M y second guess as to the sender's identity was
my former instructor Loes Holland, but as I've
been unable to reach her that's as far as my
investigations have gone.
Perhaps the sender would care for a game
sometime. H o w about this afternoon (Wednesday)
around four o'clock?
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Entitled
to respect
Sir,
A n open letter to D r . Borsman re
his Director's Report.
I write to remind you D r .
Borsman that about 49.9% of
people on Salt Spring did not vote
for you and the monstrous sewer.
Therefore it is not only this "self
appointed minority" who believe
this monstrous sewer you are so
a n x i o u s to complete is t o o
expensive and too polluting, and 1
would point out to you this rather
large minority is entitled to your
respect and consideration because
they are after all your constituents,
like it or not.
Y o u argue that the hospital and
school are the main polluters and
should pay with an "up front"grant.
Please tell me if any other
community in B . C . has had their
hospital and school sewered by way
of a public grant "up front". The
Health and Education Ministries
are deep in a restraint program, how
can they afford this unprecedented
expense? Hospitals and schools
don't pay "up front" for sewers
because their users and workers are

Letters to the Editor
in the main B. C . residents and are
already paying their share of taxes.
No other community in B. C . has
had all the taxpayers of B. C. foot
their sewer bill, no other community
in B. C . has been denied a vote. How
is it that we are so special?
(MRS.) B. E . ARRISS,
Ganges.

Their share
already paid
Sir,
Allow me to clarify the School
Board position concerning the
Ganges sewer. First, we are anxious
to resolve our sewage problem in a
constructive and affordable way.
Hitherto, this has not happened
because successive boards have
anticipated the community sewer
and have thus bowed to pressure not
to solve the problem.

Bill Webster

The C R D proposal to seek grants
through the school and hospital
boards to pay debt retirement costs
of the Ganges Sewer was seriously
flawed and based on a false premise.
The reality is that three-quarters of
debt retirement costs are already
paid through Sewer Facilities
Assistance A c t grants by the
provincial government and this
represents the institutions' fair
share.
We have a legal opinion which
makes it clear that a grant such as
that requested from us would be
beyond our power to seek, and clear
statements from the Minister of
Education that our ministry will not
support such a request. This was
reported at public board meetings at
which the press was present. Finally,
the Minister of Health turned down
the request for grants from the
hospital and Greenwoods.
In conclusion, then, it is simply
beyond our power to assist in debt
servicing for a public facility beyond
that already represented by S F A
grants. In a time of massive
education cutbacks when our
resources are stretched to the limit
no one should expect more.
D A V I D WILLIAMS,
Ganges.

Who does he
represent?
Scots, wha hae w i ' haggis
bled...
Once again we've passed the
birthday of the immortal Robbie
Burns. The day when Scots, and
those who would like to be,
repair to the clachan w i ' quaich
in hand to partake of a bit o'
hooch and haggis.
Burns was born about 225
years ago and during his 37 years
of life, penned many memorable
poems. The beginning and
ending of his life were wrapped in
poverty but in between he wrote
words which touched many,
many people.
But unfortunately, he took
umbrage with social conditions
of the mid-1700's and his acerbic
comments about the establishment and the church guaranteed
he would remain a poor man.
His birth came but four years
after the Scottish rebellion at a
time when all things Scottish
were frowned upon by the
English overlords. Bagpipes, the
wearing of kilts or even clan
plaids could get a person into
serious trouble with the rulers of
the land.
Imagine then the consternation of the establishment when
he penned Scots, Wha Hae or
Robert
Bruce's
March
to
Banrtockburn. Part of that poem
reads:
Now's the day, and now's
the hour;
See the front o' battle lour!
See a p p r o a c h
proud
Edward's powerChains and slaverie!
Imagine as well the effect those
words would have on the people
who were ground in poverty by
the kind and benevolent rule of
the English crown.
But such circumstances go a
long way to explain the appetite
Scots have developed for haggis.
That delicacy is a concoction
composed of the ground heart,
lungs and liver of a sheep. One
merely adds onions, suet and
oatmeal and encases the whole in

Ludicrous
suggestion

the stomach of the sheep and
boils till cooked.
A recent newsletter Simon
Fraser Week from the Burnaby
university offered a recipe for
haggis.
Catch one sheep.
Take the outside off.
Take the inside out.
Evert the stomach.
Chop the rest into small bits,
add onions, oatmeal, salt and
pepper and stuff into the
stomach. Tie gently. Boil for a
very long time.
A n historical footnote is
added to the recipe to explain
why a sheep's stomach is used for
this delectable dish.
A sheep stomach haggis is
sufficient for a large family to
enjoy. F o r an adequate dinner
for two, a mouse stomach should
be used. If the haggis is to serve a
c o n v e n t i o n , c o n f e r e n c e or
coronation, a moose stomach
fills the bill.
I m a g i n e the h o r d e s a n .
elephant haggis would feed.
Actually, to be a Scot is to bear
a burden through life with which
few other people are afflicted.
A Scot stands, tear in eye and
lump in throat, while the music
of bagpipes wafts across hill and
dale evoking memories of mistshrouded highlands.
O t h e r s can't s t a n d the
cacophony of the damn things.
A n d at the Robbie Burns
celebration itself, the true Scot
relishes the haggis while others .
pick at it in disgust.
But haggis and pipes and
drafty kilts are small discomforts
when one honours the memory
of the man who penned An Ode
to a Mouse:
Wee, sleekit, cow'rin' tim'rous
beastie,
0 what panic's in thy breastie,
Thou need na start awa sae
hasty,
W i ' bickering brattle!
1 was be laith to rin an' chase
thee,
W i ' murd'ring prattle!

Sir,
I feel deeply concerned when our
Regional Director speaks against
the right of the Ganges property
owners to vote on the sewer issue, as
reported in last week's Driftwoodby
Frank Richards. I wonder who he
jhinks he is representing. He was
presumably elected to represent
Island interests at the C . R . D . 1 don't
think he is representing the Ganges
property owners—they can surely
represent themselves quite well by
voting on the issue personally. Or
does he feel, as he felt when he
decided to appoint the Recreation
Commission rather than allow it to
be democratically voted for, that
"I was elected to make such
decisions".
No, 1 think he is only supportinga
sewage treatment system that is
obviously larger than the problem.
I also believe he wishes the
taxpayers of Canada to pay 100% of
the capital costs of this system, while
only 17% of the system's capacity
would be for public use. How and
why he could support any such
position is beyond my comprehension.
Another incorrect and misleading
statement attributed by Frank
Richards to our Regional Director
at last week's C . R . D . meeting was
about Centennial Park. Hugh
Borsman is reported to have said
that the new Centennial Park Lease
states "no vending at any other
time." It makes no such statement.
It is the same lease as before with
specific permission for the Saturday
Market.
Congratulations Driftwood for
keeping us informed about the way
in which we are being represented at
the C . R . D . Keep up the good work.
SUSAN B R A D F O R D ,
Ganges.

Lignite
more effective
Sir,
Reading D r . Borsman's annual
report, I was reminded of an article
that appeared in the NovemberDecember Equinox magazine about
coal as a cleanser, written by M a r k

Fryer.
The article referred to the work of
Dr. Samia Fadl, assistant professor
in the Occupational/ Environmental
p r o g r a m at S i m o n
Fraser
University. It says in part: "Using
crushed lignite—a cheap soft brown
coal that burns poorly—Fadl has
designed practical low-cost filters
that can trap a remarkably wide
range of pollutants. Dissolved
organic materials i n domestic
sewage, for example, are first
trapped on the surface of the coal,
then destroyed through biological
oxydation, with bacteria feeding on
the sewage, and on nutrients in the
coal.

Sir,
In last week's Driftwood, David
Williams wrote a letter to the Editor
concerning community planning on
Salt Spring Island. He included the
following statement: " N o one likes
red tape less than I do, nor do I
believe in ramming something down
the throats of an unwilling public.
That way lies dissension and
animosity as we have seen from the
sewer controversy".
Suggesting that the sewer
proposal has been rammed down
the throats of an unwilling public is
particularly ludicrous. I can only
assume that David has fallen into
the trap of using a cliche dear to the
hearts of the sewer opponents. It is
repeated presumably with the idea
that, no matter how ridiculous, if
repeated often enough someone
may be induced to believe it.

"Sewage already i s ' commonly
treated by pumping it through
Consider how absurd it is! The
gravel or other substance where a
Ganges sewer plan which includes
similar biological reaction takes
an ocean outfall is at least 20 years
place, says Fadl, but lignite is more
old, and still there is no sewer. A 20effective. Minute cracks and pores
year time frame hardly qualifies for
in the coal provide a far greater
the "ramming" process referred to.
surface area on which to trap
There has been that many years
pollutants, "and the diverse nutrients
available for people to propose
in the coal offer a better growing
suitable alternatives, and none have
medium for the bacteria. A n d as an
been forthcoming. The sewer was
added virtue, when the sewage filter
further held up while the Sewer
loses its effectiveness, it can be
Alternatives Committee had access
burned, and the absorbed organic
to $82,000 of our tax money to hire
matter will as much as double the
an engineer of their choice to find
lignite's heating value."
alternatives. A g a i n , none were
"Again more recently lignite has -found. In fact the use of the outfall
was recommended.
been used for sewage treatment in
Japan. The technology has been
If a proven, affordable, practical
seldom used or applied in North
and superior plan had ever been
A m e r i c a , however, despite the
presented, and some level of
occasional successful application,
government had insisted on the use
such as that of Edward Chow, a
of the ocean outfall, then there
Vancouver consulting engineer,
might have been some grounds for
who designed a sewage treatment
such an outlandish statement.
plant for a slaughter house near the
Finally, I have yet to hear that the
city 10 years ago, and found the
owner
electors, w h o w i l l be
filter simple, long lasting, and about
assuming the major financial
half the cost of conventional
burden have been complaining of
systems."
anything being rammed down their
I might add that the Japanese
throats.
T h e y have s h o w n
would not use the coal filter system
remarkable
patience and
unless it were both efficient and
objectivity. The ones who are
economical.
having the sewer "rammed down
C . W. F A R R E L L .
Ganges.
Turn to Page 6

C U S T O M CABINETS
S. M I L L W O R K
Imported Hardwoods

Quality Joinery

DAVID R. FEWINGS
Free quotations — 5 3 7 - 9 8 4 5

Windsor Plywood
Woody's
\uys Of The Week
SOLID DOOR
CORES
VA"

x 100" x 36"

Great for
tables
or work
benches.

8°»

45-gal. 7ftn

DRUMS / e l

TREADED BROWN
SUNWOOD DECKING
2x4

Reg. 46$

2x6
Reg. 68$

QQ(J;

OOft.

MQt

TO.

PRE-FINISHED

SHELVING
400

3/4" x
12" x
8'

• ea.

WE PRIDE OURSELVES ON SERVICE.
8 am
to 5 p m

Valcourt Centre, Ganges
537-5579
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From Page 5
their throats" live safely far afield;
Beaver Point, Walker H o o k , and
Old Scott Road, for example.
Far from an insensitive
"ramming" of the sewer down the
throats of an unwilling public, there
has been unforgivable hesitation
and vacillation in implementing the
plan by the past Boards of the
Capital Regional District.
HUGH BORSMAN, M.D.,
Ganges.

Restore
rights
Sir,
At the last C R D meeting, the
Board considered restoring some of
Salt Spring's rights to vote on sewer
construction. Several directors
spoke in favour of giving Salt
Spring taxpayers these voting
rights. Unfortunately, Hugh
Borsman spoke against our right to
vote on sewer expenditures.
The choice of land or ocean
disposal will significantly affect Salt
Spring residents. The expenditure
of millions of tax dollars will
significantly impact Salt Spring
residents.
S S A C continues to urge our
Regional Director, the C R D and
the Provincial Cabinet to restore the

More Letters to the Editor
basic rights of Salt Spring Island to
vote on sewer questions and money
bylaws.
In a democracy, the traditional
way to resolve issues and to get on
with solving things is by voting. We
hope D r . Borsman will reverse his
stand and support a referenda for
Salt Spring.
SHARON McCULLOUGH,
Salt Spring Sewer Alternatives
Committee.

No vote?
Sir,
I am concerned about an issue
raised in a small article on Page 16
of last week's edition of your paper.
It would appear that during debate
at the C R D on a motion to give
Western Region and Salt Spring
property owners the right to vote
before sewer systems are installed in
their communities, our Director,
Dr. Borsman, spoke against such a
provision for our Island. In fact, it
suggests in the article that the
Director would like to see a senior
level of government move in and

force a solution on our community.
Can this be so? I know that I was
s h o c k e d w h e n the D i r e c t o r
cancelled elections to fill vacancies
on the Rec Commission, but surely
he is not advocating doing away
with municipal democracy a l l
together. It is pretty frightening to
think that an elected official would
propose any such thing.
Perhaps you can give space in
your paper for the Director to
explain his position on the matter.
Until then I hope to see an editorial
in your paper which strongly
supports the position so clearly
expressed by Director M i k a : "It is a
good and fundamental principle of
democracy that before you spend
the people's money you get their
consent."
MICHAEL HAYES,
Ganges.

Knee-jerk
reaction
Sir,
The lead editorial in your edition

of January 23 describes the new fare
increases of the Ferry Corporation
as "not unreasonable". I hope the
public's response will not be taken
as 'apathetic', and that they are not
"becoming accustomed to the
inflationary increases in the prices
of goods and services".
S u r e l y a n y cost effective
approach would suggest raising
revenues by trying to increase the
numbers of those who do not have
to use the ferries rather than the
knee-jerk reaction of continuing to
increase the costs to those who have
to use them. It disregards the point
at which the law of diminishing
returns sets in. This is one of the
most attractive areas of the
Province but tourists do not have to
come here, and even residents who
have to use the ferries can decide
how often they do so. Since the last
whacking fare increase went into
effect a year ago I have noticed a
reduction in the traffic to and from
the islands. People are doubling up
in their cars, making fewer trips.
Foot passengers seem to be on the
increase. Is this a trend the
provincial government wishes to

OTTAWA REPORT

Commons proper place to make statements
By JIM M A N L Y , M . P .
1 am pleased to see the Mulroney
government has restored the
parliamentary practice of making
ministerial statements in the House
of Commons. When the government has an important statement to
make, the proper place to present it
is in the House of Commons before
elected representatives of the entire
nation. This ensures M P ' s from all
parties an opportunity to make brief
comments or ask questions.
During the Trudeau years, this
practice fell into disuse in favour of
making announcements of new
programs or policies at some large
and friendly gathering where the
news c o u l d be m o r e e a s i l y
manipulated.
O n the first day the House of
Commons was back in session after
Christmas break, two ministers
made ministerial statements. While
I commend them for their method, I
c a n n o t c o m m e n d what they
announced.
First, Joe Clark, secretary of state
for external affairs, made a brief
statement on the arms negotiation
talks between Andre Gromyko and
R o b e r t S c h u l t z , the f o r e i g n
ministers of the U S S R and the U S .
In the course of the announcement,
M r . Clark said that Canada would
not oppose American plans for a

$25 b i l l i o n research
project—
Ronald Reagan's Star Wars project.
This project has aroused a great
deal of concern because it leads
inevitably to the militarization of
space and represents a dangerous
escalation of international tension.
Yet M r . Clark maintained the
incredible position that for Canada
to oppose it now would upset the
entire arms control negotiations. He
also expressed his reassurance,
based on the fact the Americans had
told him they were only doing
research on the project, that they
would consult Canada before
proceeding with actual development
of the system.
Pauline Jewett, external affairs
critic for the New Democrats,
pointed to the naivete of this
position. She claimed: "We are
deceiving people everywhere by
allowing them to think some socalled defence system can work".
She claimed M r . Clark had been
taken in if he thought only research
was in progress.
M r . Clark's support for Star

Wars was not only a reversal of
earlier Canadian policy, but also of
his own stated position before the
U N last fall when he made a clear
case for the prevention of any form
of militarization of outer space.
The second minister to make a
statement was Andree Champagne,
minister of state for youth, who
spoke of great plans for 1985 as
international year of youth. Both
New Democrats and Liberals
reacted strongly to the fact her
statement made no mention of a
summer jobs program.
Last November the government
cancelled the Summer Canada
program and has yet to announce a
replacement.
In this connection, I was able to
ask her about the situation in B. C .
where today there are 25,000 fewer
jobs than in September when the
government was elected.
"What opportunities," I asked,
"will the government be providing
for our young people as they come
out of schools and colleges in the
summer." T o this query the minister

A. R. HARDIE & ASSOCIATES
BRITISH C O L U M B I A L A N D S U R V E Y O R S
P.O. Box 3, Ganges, Salt Spring Island
A. R Hardie, B.C.L.S.

537-5502

it

could only reply, "Efforts are being
made everywhere, and I know that
we will see the results very shortly."
This vague and evasive answer does
not justify the hope many young
people held that the Conservative
government w o u l d take their
problems seriously and do
something about them.
The M u l r o n e y government
should be commended for its return
to the practice of making ministerial
statements. How much better if it
could also be commended for the
substances of those statements!

increase? If so they are going about
it in the right way.
The ferry routes are the market
roads of this island and anything
which deters rather than encourages
their use can only have a negative
effect upon those who live here.
I am not sure that the public
ought to accept without question
r e g u l a r i n c r e a s e s as " n o t
unreasonable" even when they are
equated to the annual rate of
inflation (which is not 5%) unless
services have been enhanced or at
least maintained. Restraint really
ought to mean holding the line.
S.C.H. NUTTING,
Ganges.

Greenwoods has
many friends
Sir,
On behalf of the residents, the
Board and the staff of Greenwoods,
I would like to thank the many
friends of Greenwoods who made
1984 yet again a good year.
A n d I would like to mention some
people in particular:
First of all, the residents and staff
deeply appreciate the B o a r d
members' dedication, and the
residents
and Board really
appreciate all the extras the staff of
Greenwoods have contributed.
A n d there are the volunteers—
where, oh where would we be
without them!
And then the good " o l d " Ladies'
Auxiliary!
And the taxi crew—they are Very
Special.
And the staff of the Lady Minto!
And the...well, I can go onand on
and on.
Instead, "we" thank all the Gulf
Islanders who added "spice" to our
lives.
JONNA MATTIESING,
Administrator. Greenwoods.

Terrific
Sir,
I think that your Editorial in your
January 16 issue of Driftwood on
School Ski Trips was Terrific!
RON McQUIGGAN,
School Trustee.

Recreation Survey
Please indicate which of these facilities you would
like to see on Salt Spring. Clip & mail.
Free weights, hydro & Nautilus equipment . . O
Two professional squash courts

•

Two racquetball courts

d

Indoor tennis court

•

Tennis practice wall

tZl

Steam baths

•

Sun tanning room

Every Thursday is
Islanders' Day—

10% O F F

CU

Children's playcare area

•

Indoor golf - driving range

•

Aerobics classes

•

COMMENTS:

all regular priced merchandise
or free delivery — with this ad.
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Two funds commemorate Don Kertland
Two funds have been set up to
commemorate D o n Kertland and
both will benefit the Salt Spring
library.
Kertland died January 10 at age
82. He had been a guiding force
behind the library for about 12
years. He and his wife K had moved
to Salt Spring when he retired from
Alcan.
Donations in his memory are
being accepted by the Salt Spring

Island Public Library Association
building fund. The library board is
planning an expansion of the facility
within a few years. T o date, mainly
through efforts of Kertland, the
building fund stands at about
$40,000. Plans call for spending
approximately $50,000 on the
expansion.
A second memorial fund has been
set up by some of his friends. The
Don Kertland Memorial Fund is

designed to provide money for use
by the library in perpetuity.
The fund has already been
subscribed to $6,000. The money
will be invested and each year half of
the interest collected goes back into
the fund to provide an ever-growing
source of revenue. The other half of
the interest generated each year goes
to the library board to use as it sees
fit.

AND BARREL
LOOK WHAT YOU CAN GET FORI
J

CATELLI BULK

LBS. Macaroni
OR

3

LBS

Driftwood photo by Bill Webster

Sale raises $1,900 2

The garage sale brought in about
$1,900 for the new Salt Spring Art
Gallery. Ruth Barker, left, and
Evelyn Napper await customers at

the sale held in the Ganges Centre
Building Saturday. The money will
help purchase a carpet for the
gallery.

Island man author of
anti-nuclear booklet
Nuclear weapons are not only
suicidally silly but they are also
obscene.
With that premise, Peter Pentz of
Salt Spring has written a booklet,
Nuclear Myths, A Manual for
Practical
Peacemakers,
as a
persuasive argument for an end not
only to the nuclear arms race but to
the weapons themselves.
In the i n t r o d u c t i o n , Pentz
explains that military and political
figures are approaching a consensus
that "nuclear devices have no
practical use either for waging or
preventing war, and their possession
in quantity imperils their possessor
equally with the rest of humanity."
Pentz notes that the consensus
reinforces the arguments set out in
an early pamphlet but raises other
issues not e x a m i n e d in that
publication.
Nuclear Myths sets out a series of
22 questions on the situation and
supplies answers to each question by
"providing a new assessment of the
relevant data...."
Pentz looks at such myths as the
nuclear umbrella being a deterrent
to nuclear war.
If one side attacks the other, the
response would surely end the
world. Deterrence of the umbrella
ended when the Soviet Union

created the ability to respond to an
attack.
And nuclear weapons have not
prevented war. Since World W a r II,
millions of people have died in wars
fought by conventional weapons.
The superpowers, the United States,
the Soviet Union and Great Britain,
have themselves been involved in
the fighting.
Pentz explains the concept of
n u c l e a r w i n t e r . If s u f f i c i e n t
explosions occur, the world would
be wrapped in a cloud of ash and
dust which would cut off sunlight
and reduce temperatures to freezing
with the result that millions more
people would die.
Included in the booklet is a
glossary of terms in the jargon of the
nuclear race as well as a list of
recommended reading on the
subject.
The booklet was published by the
Salt Spring Nuclear Disarmament
Group.

OFF OIL?

• the price of oil continues to climb
• the $800 federal grant to switch ends March 31/85
• Now Is the time to convert your heating system to W O O D
or E L E C T R I C fired with or without your oil system as a
back-up.
• C A L L T O D A Y to arrange Installation before the
deadline.

IAN R O W E - Masonry a n d
Phone 539-2013/539-5421

Heating

Box 22, Saturna Island

OR

CATELLI L O N G

Spaghetti
CALIFORNIA S U L T A N A

Raisins

OR 6 LBS*
GRANULATED

OR

1 LB*
INSTANT

0

R1

LB.

NATURAL

4 varieties

White
Hot
Peanut
Sugar Chocolate Butter
t BULK FOODS STORE
57C/100 g

Open
Mon.-Sat.
10-5:30
Upper
Ganges
Mall

Prices
effective
Jan. 30
through
Feb. 5
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Chamber meeting gives
SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
nod to constitution
General meeting of the Salt
Spring Chamber of Commerce last
week gave its approval to a revised
constitution and bylaws, a project
that had involved much of the
chamber's time last year.
Debate on the constitution took
about VA hours at last Thursday's
meeting. A few amendments were
made to the bylaws before receiving
a p p r o v a l f r o m the
general
membership present.
In addition to hearing committee
reports, members expressed their
views on a number of issues,
including this week's increase in
ferry fares and C4 zoning changes
by the Islands Trust.
Blair Nelson, owner of Gulf
Island Trucking and Aggregates,
voiced concern about the 10%
increase in commercial rates on the
ferries. He pointed out that the fare
for a dumptruck to the mainland,

$55, is "much more" than that for a
camper, which is almost the same
size.
The meeting agreed that a letter
should be sent to the B. C . Ferry
Corporation to express concern
about the increase. It was also
proposed that the corporation be
urged to contract out "a minimal
catering service" on the FulfordSwartz Bay ferry.
In other business, the chamber
learned that past president Dale
Codd has agreed to act as liaison
between the chamber and the
Islands 86 Society.
A fund-raising project being
staged by the chamber in February
is a Valentine's Dance slated for
Friday, Feb. 8 at Fulford Hall. Club
Mqngo will play for the affair.
Tickets are available at Ganges
Pharmasave for $5.

By C H A R L E S HINGSTON,
Chairman, Gulf Islands
School Board
Let's Talk About Schools, a
d i s c u s s i o n paper on B r i t i s h
Columbia schools, is an attempt to
hold a review of education in B . C . In
the minister of education's words
this "represents an invitation to all
British Columbians to make their
views on schooling known and, in
doing so to help shape schools of the
future in the province."
Budget concerns and the effects of
restraint are headlining educational
matters at present. In spite of this, I
believe we must not miss what may
be the best opportunity in a long
time to address what we feel is
important in our public school
system. T o this end, copies of the
discussion paper will soon be
available.
Following that, I, along with
other school board members and
M i k e Marshall, superintendent of
schools, will be holding public
meetings. These meetings will be
held on all the islands before the end
of February if possible.
D r . Borsman, Salt Spring's
C . R . D . director, was incorrect in his
annual report when he stated that
the school board is still debating the
requesting of an "upfront" grant for
debt retirement on the Ganges
sewer. Both education ministry
officials and the minister of
education have made it quite clear
that
this would
not
be
countenanced. T h i s has been
reported at school board meetings
and is on the public record.
1 would have been happy to
answer any questions Dr. Borsman
had in this regard if he had checked.
Dr. Borsman says "the school board
is finding it difficult to face its
responsibilities in this regard." He
also points out that the hospital and
Greenwoods reacted favourably,
but fails to add that this request was
turned down.
The school board has been
involved in, and will continue to
take part in, any attempts to solve
the sewer issue. We have had strong
and involved representation on both
the citizens committee and the task
force both sitting at the C . R . D . ' s

Psychic numbing topic
of workshop at Galiano
When man is faced with an
offensive or abhorrent condition of
reality, he can resort to a process
known to psychologists as "psychic
numbing".
The concept was the subject of a
workshop held last weekend and
attended by up to 40 residents of
Galiano and Mayne Islands.
Jennifer and Michael Turner, of
Bristol, England, conducted the
three-part workshop to teach
participants the importance of and
ways of dealing with human
behaviour in order to bring about
major social changes.

The T u r n e r s have
been
conducting similar workshops with
community groups on the west coaSt
of both Canada and the United
States for the past four months.
The couple have combined the
workshops with a visit to Mrs.
Turner's parents, Lorna and Peter
Pentz of Salt Spring Island.
The workshop was sponsored by
the Galiano Peace Group.
Psychic numbing has enabled
man, theorize psychologists, to live
with such realities as slavery, the
Jewish holocaust of World War II
and the contemporary terror of
nuclear war.

Washrooms closed
Users of Mahon Hall in Ganges
are requested to make alternative
arrangements for use of washrooms
because the facilities in the hall don't
work.
The toilets are plugged and
workers can't find out where the
drains go in order to fix the system.
Mahon Hall is joined either with
the septic field disposal for the
school district office or into the pipe
from the schools which comes out
on the beach across the road.

But no one is sure which system
the hall joins.
The lawn in front of the school
board office has had holes dug in it
in an effort to find the line.
If the pipe from the hall joins the
school system, more extensive
digging might be needed.
The hall, although part of the
school district property in Ganges,
is maintained and operated by the
island's parks and recreation
commission.

TES1JVIUS

I M i

Playing this Thurs., Fri. & S a t , J a n . 31 -Feb. 2:

APRIL FULLADOSA

In D r . Borsman's comments in
Driftwood regarding the upcoming
year he is quoted as saying that he
sees an end to the controversies
which have torn island harmony
and also that a solution to the sewer
problem should be found this year. 1
applaud such goals and would add
that accuracy and openmindedness
will be in strong demand if we are to
achieve these goals.
Student safety is an area that
concerns us all. The school board
has requested and will continue to

"

MSP

now sens C O F F E E !
Gourmet blend
Large or small cup

D A T E , CHIPIT O R A P P L E / R A I S I N

S Q U A R E S Reg. 35<t ea. . . .
CHOCOLATE-DIPPED
PEANUT BUTTER

COOKIES

Reg. 25C ea

537-5611
QUALITY BAKING, FRESH DAILY!
Closed Mondays Jan. & Feb. O N L Y .

New Family Menu

OR

Prices to fit every
islander's budget!

Curried Seafood
SALAD - DESSERT
TEA or COFFEE

Look for our

ac

FRI., SAT. & SUN.
SPECIAL!

95

*• ?

* ...

. . . . . . .

Open Tues.-Sat. 9:30-5:30

LIVE
BAND
Friday &
Saturday
night
Feb. 1-2
9-12. $2 cover charge.

GREEN SALAD
with HOUSE DRESSING
& c h o i c e of
C H I C K E N C O Q A U VIN
CURRIED S E A F O O D
V E A L CUTLETS
BUTTERFLY P R A W N S
NEW YORK STEAK
and D E S S E R T S ,
T E A or C O F F E E
M .f\rjr

25*
2/49*
2/39*

Introductory price only

with our

8 oz. N.Y. Steak

i

COVERAGE

EMBE BAKERY

WELCOME 1985

895

' 4 mi

Tues. & Thurs. 9 5, Wed. 2 8
6534216 (537 5480)

PUB

Friday & Saturday night

Have you renewed your subscription ?

The next board meetings will be
held at Fernwood School on
January 31, and at Fulford on
February 13. The public board
meeting starts at I pm.

NATUROPATHIC PHYSICIAN

Dinner Special

Sunday Nite 6

"Education 85"emphasizing both
the good things happening in
education and the importance of
good professional development for
teachers will be highlighted in
March by a district committee.
"Education Plus" will continue to
stress at the provincial level the
i m p o r t a n c e of s t r i v i n g for
excellence.

Salt Spring Island Health Clinic
2551 Fulford Ganges Rd.

Good Food & Good Service

All your old favourites—plus MEXICAN F O O D
available every night—plus a different gpurmet
burger every week—and try our Bratwurst on a bun!

request that the department of
highways do all in its power to make
our roads as safe as possible for
children and buses. But this
responsibility also lies with all us
road users. Please watch out for
children and those flashing lights.

Charles Alsberg, B.A., N.D.
a

RESTAURANT

a Che Inn Kitchen
637-2312

pleasure. If Dr. Borsman feels that
the school board has been lax in
facing its responsibilities in this
area, maybe he should remember
firstly where the responsibility lies
for getting a community sewer in
place and'secondly, who should be
enforcing any health violations.

SPECIAL ROOM RATE
during the winter season.
Have your friends
stay with us.
For further information
call
537-5571
.

SATURDAY
AFTERNOON
JAM
1 -3 pm. No cover charge.
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Agriculture Canada prepares soil maps

Surveyfinds41 different soil types at Salt Spring
Soil maps of Salt Spring Island
prepared by the rersearch branch of
Agriculture Canada confirm that
the island is built on rock.
The maps had been prepared
during field work carried out over
nine months in 1980 and 1981. The
pedologist, or soil specialists, used
aerial maps of the island as well as
field work to determine what kind of
soils are present and where those
soils are.
The resulting map, on a scale of
1:20,000, represents a large-scale,
high-intensity survey map of the
island.
The crews found 41 types of soils
spread over Salt Spring's 18,860
hectares (46,605 acres) with six
predominant types covering close to
48% of the island. Those soils.

however, were of a depth of less than
100 centimetres (40 inches) on
average.
When the identifiable rocky
areas, 16% of the island, are added
to the predominant shallow soils,
the base of the island becomes clear.
Laurens van Vliet, Elizabeth
Kenney and Alex Green came to
Salt Spring last week to explain the
results of the survey. They spent the
morning explaining methods, how
the results were obtained as well as
how to read the soil maps which
reflect the results of the work.
The afternoon was spent visiting
six sites on the island to show the
different soil types.
The i n f o r m a t i o n had been
requested by the Islands Trust and
van Vliet said it could be used to

determine limiting soil characteristics in relationship to agricultural
land use as well as septic tank
effluent absorbtion ratings.
The work began with a close
study of aerial maps which aided the
teams in mapping a broad outline of
the limits of the various types of
soils on Salt Spring.
The field work involved 2,541
observations, he explained, which
on average works out to an
observation for each seven hectares
of the island.
The on-site observations enabled
the crew to determine the extent of
the areas of the various soil types
and allowed them to gauge the soil
characteristics using certain factors.
They looked at the texture of the
soil to see if it contained clay, loam

or sand. The soil was inspected to
determine stoniness. A stone, to
them, is any particle more than two
millimetres wide. The volume of
coarse material in the soil was
estimated.
At the same time, they looked at
drainage of the various areas to
determine if water drained away
well or poorly.
When looking at depth of soil, the
crew measured the depth to
bedrock, to till or to compact
material.
The results are quantified to
determine agricultural suitability
and the soil is grouped into one of
seven classes for that purpose. The
rating is affected by such things as
climate, stoniness ajid presence of
moisture. The rating applies only to
crop agriculture.
Kenney said that coarse, stony
soil could be used for fruit growing
and gave an example of an orchard
near Nanaimo which grows on land
which "could be a good gravel pit."
Van Vliet said that the soil maps
give a general indication of soil
characteristics of the island. He
suggested that to determine the
s p e c i f i c c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of a
particular site would require a closer

look and the provincial soil survey
units would carry out such an
inspection.
For instance, while the soil survey
carried out indicates poor suitability
for septic disposal over most of Salt
Spring, a site specific inspection
could reveal areas within the soil
limits which would be suitable.
The pedologists are in the process
of producing a detailed report on
their work and expect it to be ready
for publication in a year or two.
The Trust seeks the information
available through the soil survey
and map to aid it in judging the
suitability of proposed subdivisions
as well as to make recommendations
on applications for changes to status
of land which falls within the
agricultural land reserve.
•
Another consideration would be
to measure the suitability for
basements in various areas of the
island.

A REMINDER:
All Driftwood subscriptions
were due and payable
in January.

ISLAND CINEMA
Fri., Sat. & Sun., Feb. 1, 2 & 3 8 pm
A realistic British
coming-of-age comedy
about young workers
at a holiday hotel
in Wales.

Some swearing & coarse
language—B.C. Director

[MATUfttJ

EXPERIENCE
PREFERRED
BUT

NOT

ESSENTIAL

NEXT WEEK: ALL OF ME

with STEVE m a r t i n , l i l y t o m l i n
Central hall, salt spring island

Info & Reservations—et celera. 537-5115. 10-5 Mon.-Sat.

j LIKE TO DANCE? & PARTY? j
The soil specialists who mapped
the distribution of soil on Salt

Spring came to the island to explain
their work. In the field to see what

YOUR AD
IN 690,000
HOMES FOR
$109

the various soils looked like, school
trustee David Willisma, left, and
Islands Trust planner Dave Morris
listen while soil expert Elizabeth
Kenney tells how the soils are
classified for agricultural use.

c

The S T R A T H C O N A H O T E L of Victoria, B.C. Is offering
an OVERNIGHT PACKAGE DEAL to Guff Island residents:

c
|

• double room with bath $19.95 PER NIGHT • dinner in Barney's
Hideaway 20% off (food only) • free 24-hour parking • free cover
charge in our 4 nightclubs-the Old Forge Cabaret, Cuckoo's Nest,
Sting & Ivy's Disco • New bands every two weeks • Reservations
necessary & you must cut out this ad & present to hotel desk at time of
check-in for special rates • Offer expires June 30, 1985.

z

(
919 Douglas St., Victoria
l_

(604) 383-7137

i
?
|
I
~
i

J

For just $109. your classified ad will appear in our
newspaper and more than 70 other papers belonging to the B C &
Yukon Community Newspapers Association

FULFORD INN
Enjoy Lunch or Dinner in the Pub!

QH6 csll 4

t bSl

25 WORDS $109

537-9933

(Suit Manfe 3Brifttnoob RCY.CN. A.

• Delicious food • Moderately priced • Served in a relaxed atmosphere
• Try our daily & weekend specials!

Weekend Dinner Special in the Pub:

JSSrSS SALMON FILET
Topped with Bernaise or Hollandaise sauce. Sewed with scalloped potato,
vegetable & salad. Just $8.95.
Winter room rates at the Fulford Inn: modern, comfortable accommodation with
full bathroom facilities & satellite colour TV—only $25 a night! Telephone 653-4432.
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Grants committee budget
down from last year
For the past three years, the Salt
Spring Parks and Recreation
C o m m i s s i o n has funded the
activities of 22 groups on the island
but the outlook for large grants this
year is bleak.
The commission has $5,870
slotted for grants this year
compared to $7,250 given out last
year.
The total for the past three years
stands at $19,846.
Dan
E v a n i s h e n o f the
commission told last week's meeting
of the group that only two
organizations on the island have
applied to date. The commission
had set a deadline of February 1 for
grant applications.
E v a n i s h e n n o t e d that the
Achievement Centre and the library
association had applied.
The Achievement Centre received
$1,500 last year to fund a recreation
program for handicapped adults.
The centre is located in the
Community Centre on Ganges Hill.
The library seeks funds from the
c o m m i s s i o n o c c a s i o n a l l y to
purchase books for young people.
Last year the library group received
$150 and had received a similar
amount a couple of years ago.
The largest grant each year goes
to the soccer association on the
island. That group encompasses up
to 400 boys and girls participating in
the various leagues and the money is
used to help defray travel expenses

Christmas baby is first of 1985
First new year's baby at Salt
Spring Island was a Christmas baby
too. Julie Tessman, left, president of
Ladies' Auxiliary to Lady Minto
Hospital, presents layette to Debbie

Christmas and husband Derek
Sowden following birth of Tobyn
James Sowden on Tuesday of last
week. Also on hand for a
presentation Saturday was Dr. Jim

Buchan, right, who gave the couple
a child's car seat on behalf of the B.
C. Medical Association. Below,
young Tobyn enjoys a stretch.

for off-island games.
The soccer group received $ 1,400
last year. Strick Aust, who is
involved in the soccer association as
well as the parks and recreation
commission, told the meeting that
the group would be willing to settle
for less this year.
The grant covers about 10% of the
soccer budget, the meeting learned.
Former commissioner Linda
Hoover ran the grants program last
year and reported on the activities of
the grants committee.
She listed the qualifications for
groups to be supplied with grant
money.
"In an attempt to equalize the
distribution
t h r o u g h the
community, our committee has
attempted to consider need, age
group to benefit, number of people
to benefit, access to as many people
as possible, geography and any
other factors that would help in
decision making."
But the grants committee, headed
by Evanishen, will have $1,380 less
to hand out this year despite the
qualifications of the applicants.

W. E. SMITH
Denturist
537-9611

210 Upper Salt Spring Way
Mall to Box 1209, Ganges, B.C.

Driftwood photos by Alice Richards

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION BR. 92

Volleyball
tournament
planned

General Meeting
Monday, Feb. 4 - 8 pm

Ladies' Auxiliary
Meet Monday, Feb. 11-8 pm

A n invitational volleyball
tournament will be played Sunday
at Fulford School. The competitiverecreational tournament will be
limited to six teams. A s of Monday
they included two teams from the
Beaver Pt.-Reynolds R d . club, one
from Fulford, one from the
Fernwood volleyball club and a
combo team.
Play will begin at 12.30 and finish
at about 4 pm. Players will be
expected to help set up the
equipment, clean up afterwards,
keep score and referee.
There may be an entry fee to help
cover the tournament costs.
Co-ordinators are Wayne Taylor
and Doug Rhodes.

MARINER ELECTRONICS
SALES & SERVICE

• VHF
• LORAN-C
• SATNAV

+,

•

RADAR

Mark Osborne

at the foot of Beacon in the Landmark Building
110-2506 Beacon Ave., Sidney, B.C.

•

M A R I N E SUPPLIES

656-6621

746-4191
24-hour
phone service

Parts • Sales • Service

The Affordable Ford People
in Downtown
Duncan
231 Kenneth Street,
Duncan, B . C . V9L 1N6

with

^—i

CLUB MONGO

Friday, Feb. 8-9 pm
Sponsored by the
Salt Spring Island
Chamber of Commerce

y —

FULFORD
HALL

THE SEA CHEST
• boating hardware • marine books/charts
• yachting apparel • marine furnishings

E V A N S

FOROMEBCUHV BALES LTD.

VALENTINE'S
|5§
DANCE

•SOUNDERS
• RACAL DECCA

656-9844

K E N

K

Tickets $5 at
at Ganges Pharmasave
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Directors baffled by provision

Tax rebate in electoral areas keeps balance
D o the Gulf Islands get bargain
rates for health services? Is the
municipal component of the Capital
Regional District paying the lion's
share of health costs while the
electoral areas ride for free?
Answer to these questions was
offered this week by J i m Campbell,
pioneer regional administrator.
A n d his answer was an emphatic
"No!".
The directors of the Capital
Regional Board have recently been
looking at the 3/4-mill allowance to
the electoral areas in respect of
health services. The community
health committee recently decided
that if the 3/4-mill rate had been fair
just a decade ago when it was
brought in, then it should be
increased now in order to keep
apace of costs.
But nobody could recall the
reason for the rebate to electoral
areas.
DEDUCTION M A D E
Each year property owners in the
electoral areas are levied the same
rate for health services as are the
municipalities. O n the tax notice is
then deducted the controversial 3/4
mill. The property owner gets that
deduction from his total liability.
Driftwood called J i m Campbell
to ascertain the purpose of the
deduction. The Saturna Island
farmer who served a record term on
the Gulf Islands School Board and
then went on to serve for several
terms as chairman of the Capital
Regional Board was prompt to
recall the rebate.
He arranged it.
When the proposal was made a
decade ago that the C a p i t a l
Regional District assume the health
services in the region it fell to his lot
to negotiate the changeover,
explained Campbell.

Meeting
February 4

The next meeting of the Salt
Spring Parks and Recreation
Commission will be held in the
school district board room on
February 4.
The commission expects to be in
possession of more information
about the budget for the year. The
meeting begins at 8 pm.

P R E S S E D FOR T A K E - O V E R
The minister, Denis Cocke, and
the four regional municipalities of
Victoria, Oak Bay, Esquimau and
Saanich pressed for the change.
Until that change was made the
Greater V i c t o r i a M e t r o p o l i t a n
Board of Health was responsible for
health services. The negotiation
consisted of making all necessary
preparations to disband the board
of health and transfer its entire
functions to the regional board. The
electoral areas were part of the
board of health when the change
was made.
Under the board of health the
municipalities were paying for their
share of health services through
their own municipal taxes. A n d the
provincial government imposed a
10-mill levy on electoral areas for all
services.
ALL CHARGED LEVY
Under the proposed new regional
function, the municipalities and the
electoral areas would all be charged
the cost of health services on their
tax notices. But the electoral areas
would receive no rebate from the
government for the amount of taxes
already being collected in respect of
the same health services. The
electoral areas, said Campbell,
would thus be paying twice.
T h e m i n i s t e r d e c l i n e d to
recommend a change in the
provincial tax within the Capital
Regional District. He did agree,
h o w e v e r , r e c a l l s the f o r m e r
chairman, to a rebate for the
electoral areas based on the
proportion of the 10-mill provincial
levy which would normally be
allocated to health services. The
calculations of the negotiating
committee reached the figure of
three-quarters of a mill.
A G R E E S IT IS LOW
Campbell this week agreed that
the amount was probably low by
now. But he could not tolerate the
suggestion that the electoral areas
were enjoying a rebate at the
expense of the municipalities.
In every other region of the
province health services are
provided by the province to
electoral areas. In no other regional
district is health a function of the
district. A l l electoral areas of the
province meet the costs of health
services out of the provincial levy. In
the Capital Regional District the

TROUBLE HEARING
& UNDERSTANDING?
Are you experiencing difficulty with your
hearing—or require servicing of your present
hearing aid? Mr. Marke Hambley, a government
licensed hearing aid specialist, will be conducting
Hearing Aid Evaluations and Consultations at:

GULF CLINIC

Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island

THURSDAY, FEB. 7 — 10 am-4 pm

and the first Thursday of every month thereafter.
All those experiencing difficulty are invited for
this service. Our hearing aids are fitted with a 30day, no-obligation trial at competitive to
government prices.

ISLAND ACOUSTICS, INC.
309-645 Fort St., Victoria, B.C.

PLEASE PHONE 537-2132 OR 537-2424
FOR APPOINTMENT.

cost is derived from direct taxation
for the service. A n d the electoral
areas of the Capital Regional
District are still paying the full
provincial levy calculated to include
those costs.
WRITTEN IN
"I convinced Denis Cocke that it
was reasonable," recalls the Saturna
regional pioneer, "and it was written
into the agreement."
Campbell also recalled another
aspect
of health
services
administration which is maintained,
but which few legislators associate
with the old board of health. The
school boards within the region
submit recommendations each year
to the r e g i o n a l b o a r d f o r
consideration in the coming year.
Under the old administration the
school boards were part of the
health board. When the regional
board took over, the procedure was
written into the new regulations
whereby the school boards could
still enjoy input into the operation
of the health services committee.
A N O T H E R DISTINCTION
The Capital Regional health
s e r v i c e e n j o y s yet a n o t h e r
distinction from those in other parts
of the province, recalled Campbell.
When the negotiations were
under way, he told the minister that
the board must have authority over
its own staff, including the regional
health officer. As a result of that
condition, the Capital Regional
health officer is an employee of the
C R D and not of the provincial
government. He is the only such
officer not in the service of the
provincial government. A l l his
provincial colleagues are directly
answerable to the government. In
the Capital Regional District he is
answerable to the board.

chairman. The region was taking
over a provincial function; therefore
it was obliged to take over the
appropriate taxing powers in order
to balance the books.
The concession on the mill rate
was part of that change. It was

The government pays 80% of the
health service costs and the region
meets the other 20%.
NO BEARING ON
QUALITY O F SERVICE
The allowance for the electoral
areas was part of the negotiations
and it was justified by the agreed
principle, explained the retired

intended to keep the Capital
Regional electoral areas in line with
the electoral areas a l l over the
province and had no bearing on the
relative standards of service enjoyed
by municipal district and electoral
area, emphasized Campbell.

Gordon B. Sloan
barrister & solicitor/notary public
registered trade mark agent

GENERAL LEGAL PRACTICE
256 Rainbow Road
Mon.-Fri. 8:30-4:00

537-5505

INCQMRX^X
ON

1

MENT

James T. Fogarty
Tax Accountant
Canadian & U.S.
Personal & Corporate Tax Preparation

FULFORD HARBOUR

653-4692

653-4279
Window cleaning, carpet cleaning,
gutters, walls, vacuuming rugs, beams,
inside or outside, high or low...
you name it—I'll clean it.

Dave Roland Janitorial

The Salt Spring Island
Water Preservation Society
needs your help.
We are doing a study on ground water for Salt Spring Island.
Would those residents who have their own independent sources of domestic water
please fill out this questionnaire?
1. What is your source of water?
•

Spring

Drilled well

Shallow well

Reservoir

Other

2. If a well, how deep is it?
3. H o w is the water quality from your source?
If not good, what is the problem?
4. H o w much flow in
gallons per minute?
5. How did you find
your water source?

Winter

Summer

.

7. D o you feel your water source
is in any way threatened? —
8. If so, do you feel that the Island Trust and/ or the
B . C . government can help protect your water source?
9. M a y we communicate with you? (optional) N A M E :
ADDRESS:

PHONE:

Thank you for your help. Please clip & mail to:

Salt Spring Island Water Preservation Society, R R 2, Ganges, B.C.
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A NAME IN A FLASH
A HANDY GUIDE TO
LOCAL SERVICES.

BUSINESS
G & L
EXCAVATING LTD.

Jim McClean Roofing
PROMPT, QUALITY SERVICE
ON ALL GULF ISLANDS
• Asphalt Shingles • Sheet Metal Roofs • Tar & Gravel
5 3 7 - 5 3 6 9 10am-6pm 5 3 7 - 4 2 8 1

Land clearing, road building, driveways, h o u s e
excavations, water & s e w e r systems, ponds & trucking

before 10 & after 6

PHONE

537-5176

KEEPING HOUSEHOLDS DRY FOR 16 YEARS

Hedgehog Bulldozing & Excavating Ltd.
• Backhoes • Loaders
• Excavators • Gravel Trucks
• Topsoil • Fill • Shale
• Gravel • Crushed Rock

Authorized Factory Warranty for' most makes

General Trucking
and
Contract Hauling

Ken Byron
Excavating

FULLY L I C E N S E D
& INSURED

SEPTIC T A N K S & FIELDS
S u p p l i e d & Installed

Call
Call

653-4678
537-5453

eves.
days

MATTHEWS

537-2882
Be Water Wise

Bobcat Service
•
•
•
•
•

Septic fields
Ditching
Landscaping
Driveways
Backfilling

537-5724
EVES.

H. L. Reynolds
• TRUCKING
• BULLDOZING
• GRAVEL
• SHALE • FILL

\ X r f i e n boating,
follow the rules and
learn about local
hazards such as
tides and currents.

S e r v i n g the G u l f Islands
Spring - G a l i a n o M a y n e - ^
READY MIX
WASHED GHAVEL
REINFORCING STEEL
DRAIN l i l t
B A G G E D CEMENT
CONCRETE PRODUCTS
S C A K - O L D I N G RENTAL

e

n

c

*

e

r

s

^^^

Rainbow Road
72 Ganges B C

ISLAND
DRYWALL
• Residential • C o m m e r c i a l
• Renovations

QUALITY FIRST
R. " S a m " Lobalbo

653-4304

MICHENER
PLUMBING
& PUMPS
RELIABLE WORK
GUARANTEED.
653-4304

+

FREE ESTIMATES
Box 6, Fulford Harbour, B.C. VOS 1C0

Roofing Ltd.
SHAKES

SHINGLES ASPHALT SHINGLES
Free estimates
Terry Horrocks 5 3 7 - 9 6 1 4 / 6 5 3 - 4 2 6 0

HELP FIND THE
CURE FOR
KIDNEY DISEASE

CULVERTS DRIVEWAYS TRENCHING
WATERLINES
PERCOLATION TESTS
SEPTIC TANKS AND F I E L D S
W E L L S & PONDS
LANDSCAPING
BUILDING EXCAVATION & BACKFILLING
LGE .DIM. ROCK WALLSSBREAKWATERS

PAINTING
• Interior
• Exterior

537-2034

r
W I N D S O R

Windsor
Plywood

ISLAND
PLUMBING

Plumbing, Pumps, Hot Water
Heating, Gas Fitting
COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

Derrick Brazier
537-5332

653-4284

RR #1, Fulford Harbour

Roy W. Wheatley

GERRY COERS

AZEN

JACUZZI PUMPS
Art Munneke

Phone 6 5 3 - 9 2 9 2

Box 284. Ganges

Box 101 Fulford Harbour, B.C.
VOS 1C0

• C U S T O M BUILDING
• RENOVATIONS
• FINE CABINETS

Salt Spring
PLUMBING

The Canadian Red Cross Society

537-5691

6 5 3 * 9 2 5 5

Box 1313,
Ganges, B.C.
653-4266
or 537-4078

Open 8-5, 7 days a week for all your building needs
at the Valcourt Centre, Ganges. Phone 537-5579.
"WE PRIDE OURSELVES ON SERVICE."

537-2611
Bon

PLUMBING
Water & Effluent
Pumps
Service Work a Specialty

537-2722

Box 898, Ganges, B.C.

Decorating
TEMMEL &
VOLQUARDSEN
537-9248
537-5188

ViUadben

P.O. Box 3 7 , G a n g e s , B.C. VOS 1 E 0
Telephone 5 3 7 - 5 4 1 2 / 5 3 7 - 5 4 6 3

537-9314

Wilf Taylor 5 3 7 - 2 1 5 5
Ben Greenhough
537-5034
R R.1, Robinson Rd , Ganges

Plumbing
&
Pumps.
DAVID R A I N S F O R D
6 5 3 - 4 4 9 4 residence
5 3 7 - 2 0 1 3 shop

TAYLOR'S
NORTH E N D
PLUMBING
Serving Salt Spring. Commercial
& Residential, 30 yrs. experience.
VACUUM SYSTEMS installed.
Call Ben Taylor 5 3 7 - 9 3 5 2
North Beach Rd., RR 1, Ganges

20 Y E A R S EXPERIENCE
BUILDING H O M E S O N S A L T SPRING

Commercial - C u s t o m Homes

537-5345

Fireplaces
STUCCO
DRYWALL
Serving

all

the

islands

537-9275
R. E. C a s D a r

General
Contracting
FRAMING, CABINETS,
INTERIOR FINISHING
653-4642
Peter Melancon

DRYWALL
S A L T S P R I N G INTERIORS
Serving ONLY the GJIf Islands for 9 years.

CotahuctiOM, (1980) £td.
" Q U A L I T Y H O M E S OF DISTINCTION"

J O H N COTTRELL
Certified Oil Burner Mechanic
Box 226
Ganges

Green-Lor
Construction

Lancer Contracting Ltd.

Box 5 0 7 , Ganges

&

J &A
Oil Burner
Service

QUALITY H O M E S

La Fortune Contracting Ltd.
From foundation to finish — or to any stage.

Painting

OTorks
Airtight stove
installations
Chimney and
firebox repairs
Custom
fireplaces
and stonework

Special rates
for OAP's

GULF COAST MATERIALS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

&tone

CONSTRUCTION LTD.
(604) 5 3 7 - 2 6 8 0
B O X 11
G A N G E S B.C.

653-4335

Box 156
Ganges. B.C. VOS 1EO

W&ilbtvnm

LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Appliance Repairs

ALL PHASES OF LAND DEVELOPMENT

Laurie A. Hedger 537-9311

DIRECTORY

FREE E S T I M A T E S O N :
• Renovations or new • Residential or Commercial
DRYWALLING with machines, INSULATING & vapour barrier,
TEXTURE ceilings & walls, VINYL BOARD &
STEEL STUDDING, PRIMING of wallboard

Phone

r<]l n r n n

Box 476,

Brian Little

OO/-Z0yU

Ganges, B C

W E A R E CERTIFIED P L U M B E R S T O O !
5 3 7 - 5 4 5 3 Office 6 5 3 - 4 4 3 7 Gerry or J a y
6 5 3 - 4 6 7 8 Perry

WALTER HUSER & SONS
CONSTRUCTION
Residential and Commercial
QUALITY H O M E S • ADDITIONS • DESIGNING
• RENOVATIONS • FINISHING W O R K
30 years experience

537-2385 or 537-5247
Box 1398, G a n g e s , B.C.

CUBBON
HOME/TILL

BUILDING CENTRE

Mon. thru Sat. 8-5

537-5564

RAINBOW ROAD

Quality lumber, hardwoods and plywoods
Makita power tools — Minwax stains
Hardwood flooring by Chikasaw
Many other quality tools including
Record/Marples, Rockwell, Tsumura.
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Burns Night celebration is largest ever at Pender Island
BY E L E A N O R H A R R I S O N
A l l the Scottish inhabitants of the
Penders turned out in full force
Saturday for the largest Burns Night
celebration to date.
Altogether there were 165 guests
to enjoy the traditional haggis which
was carried in by John Gowan,
followed by Warren Moore, and led
by piper Gordon Pollock. Their job
done, they were treated to the
traditional drink of brandy by
Gordon Wallace.
Jock Murray made the address to
the haggis in Gaelic in a beautiful
voice. Peter Campbell gave the
Selkirk Grace.
Seated at the head table were
Gordon Dickin, who acted as
chairman, Douglas and Betty
Harker, Anne and D o n Fairweather, Jock and Ruth Murray
and Jean Dickin.
Dr. M i k e Neilson, dressed in full
Scottish regalia, a son of the Neilson
family who lived for centuries in a
little known town in the north of
At the head table at Pender Burns
Douglas Harker, Jean Dickin, Ruth
Scotland, gave the toast to the
Night celebrations were, from left, Murray, chairman Gordon Dickin,
immortal memory of Robert Burns.
Neilson began his address by is held to his memory on the 25th of
was the guest piper and gave a
saying that "some would say that January, his birthdate over 200 magnificent concert after dinner.
Burns had a bad reputation" but years ago.
T o m Madden, accompanied by
research proves this to be untrue.
Elsie Barnes on the piano, sang
Gordon Pollock from Victoria
Burns loved life. He was a sober
man in a drinking society, a bon
vivant living at the time of the 1745
rebellion of Prince Charles, the
American Revolution and the
French Revolution but in a feudal
society.
He was a reasonably well
The 1985 executive of the Salt Guilbault will act as treasurer.
The directors will be Ellen and
Spring Rod and Gun Club will be
educated man, though born a
planning and preparing events for John Bennett, Bernie Reynolds,
farmer which he hated for the
the year following the club's annual Cliff Carey, Ian Fraser, Sharon
endless drudgery, and turned to
Reynolds, C a m Cartwright and
meeting last week.
writing and literature, becoming an
Louie Lorentsen is president for a Allan Gear.
exciseman for a trade.
The various directors will take
third term with Jack Reynolds as
He wrote 400 poems, 70 of which
vice-president. Bunny Lorentsen is charge of committees as chairmen
are considered excellent. Because
his poems spoke to every man he is the secretary of the club and Carol and fill in the required membership
loved and remembered throughout
the world. Even in M o s c o w a dinner

Anne Fairweather, Jock Murray,

Betty Harker and Don Fairweather.
Driftwood photo by Eleanor Harrison

Scottish songs and Bob Allison and
"Jock Tamson's Bairns" orchestra
completed the evening.

The Lions Lassies, under Betty
Gowan, provided the sumptuous
traditional repast.

Lorentsen president for third term
from the general membership of the
club.
The Rod and Gun Club, at the
Long Harbour Road clubhouse and
shooting range, holds matches for
local members
as w e l l as
representatives from clubs offisland. One of the main events of the
year is the luau and barbecue.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Gulf Islands Septic Ltd.

SEPTIC TANK PUMP-OUTS

Box 17. G a n g e s

537-9353
ON PENDER ISLAND CALL:
Ross-Smith Ltd

paRTicipacrion

Pitch-ln and
Keep
Canada
Beautiful

• breaker hammer work

Residential' Commercial/ Marine

• building stone

CERTIFIED C O N T R A C T O R

* a d i v i s i o n of
B l u e S p r u c e R e s o u r c e s Inc.

Riley Tate - Pender Island

S e r v i n g all the Gult Islands.

629-6376

Daily. W e e k l y .
Monthly Rales
OFFICE H O U R S
9 a m to 4 3 0 p m ,
M o n d a y thru Frrday

I

537-5527

Insurance
ALL CLASSES OF
INSURANCE
P O Box 5 4 0 .
G a n g e s , B.C.

S A L T SPRING
INSURANCE AGENCIES 1972LTD.

JANITOR SERVICE
CARPETS STEAM CLEANED

537-9298

537-9841

Mon-Fn

10-4

Bruce Fiander
YOUR
IMPERIAL

£sso]
AGENT

* Stove O i l
* Furnace O i l
' M a r i n e Dock
* Ice

537-5312

Box 347, G a n g e s , B C

TATE
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LTD.

Rent-A-Car

W e also offer C A R P E T G U A R D T R E A T M E N T .

Box 181, Ganges, B . C .

537-2618

A NAME IN A FLASH A HANDY GUIDE TO
LOCAL SERVICES.

DENNIS MARSHALL — Journeyman Glazier

Corner Rainbow Rd &
Booth Canal Rd

537-5675

PHONE

• rock & stump blasting

House, auto & boat glass
Screens & awnings (custom made)
Mirrors cut to fit wall or frame
A l u m i n u m storm windows (inside or out)
Double glazed conversions
Stained glass • Leaded windows

RESIDENTIAL A N D
COMMERCIAL

OVER A T H O U S A N D
SATISFIED C U S T O M E R S !

FOR E S T I M A T E .

•
•
•
•
•
•

paRTiapacTion

GULF ISLAND
WINDOW CLEANERS

Salt Spring Island Glass

GUILBAULT
ELECTRIC LTD.

Dave's
Blasting

629-3573

v__

SALT SPRING

GARBAGE
COLLECTION
SERVICE

537-5821

APPLIANCE
REPAIR
Garner
Electric
537-2233
537-9448 , Qves.

Marcotte's Garage Autowreckers
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR SERVICE
STEAM CLEANING
WELDING .
24-HOUR TOWING SERVICE
537-9423
Gil Marcotte

Like New Again!
DON IRWIN'S

Collision &
Repairs Ltd.
D e s m o n d Crescent
behind W i n d s o r Plywood

537-2513

E M M E L
DRAFTING
drafting r e n d e r i n g design
illustration artwork
independent p r o f e s s i o n a l service
for a r c h i t e c t s . developers
builders h o m e o w n e r s
advertisers dilettantes
107 Dukes Rd at Fulford Ganges
R R 1. Fulford, B C V O S 1 CO
653 4 6 1 3
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Of$5,000

Commission faces deficit
Money troubles continue to
plague the Salt Spring Parks and
Recreation Commission.
With a potential shortfall of at
least $10,000 in the budget for the
year, the commission also faces a
deficit which could run close to
$5,000, reported treasurer Spencer
Marr last week.
He explained that the computer
at the Capital Region had set the
deficit for 1984 at $4,858 but in
checking the books , he came up
with a figure of $3,660. In addition,
he s a i d , t h e r e w e r e
some
outstanding payments to be made.
The 1984 budget for the
commission^, had been set at
$124,380 of which $86,380 came
from government sources and
included $6,970 which was surplus
from 1983.
User fees for the various facilities
a n d p r o g r a m s r u n by the
commission brought in $38,000.
The members of the commission
seem unanimous in the opinion that
user fees may have to be increased
this year to overcome the money
difference.
The sting this year comes from a
r e d u c t i o n i n the m i l l rate
requisition. F o r the Salt Spring
electoral area, a mill this year will
generate $36,690 while last year the
mill brought in $38,230.
The Salt Spring specified area
generates $31,920 compared to a
mill bringing in $39,980 last year.
The money generated by the twomill levy represents a shortage of
$9,600.
The electoral area includes Salt
Spring as well as the smaller islands

associated with it for purposes of the
C R D . The specified area is just Salt
Spring. Under the letters patent
affecting the parks and recreation
commission, the tax rate is fixed at
two mills.
Hugh Borsman, C R D director
for the island, told the meeting that
he had approached the ministry of
municipal affairs to determine if the
shortfall could somehow be made
up.
He said the answer was that the
mill rate structure could only be
changed by referendum.
M a r r warned the commission to
expect the deficit, when all the bills
are in and paid, to be in the vicinity
of $5,000. That figure would have to
be covered this year, he said.
The members of the commission
agreed that somehow they would
have to pare costs and increase
revenues.
The deficit occurred because the
commission last year faced unusual
expenditures for such things as the
resodding of the soccer pitch at
Portlock Park.
The commission bears responsibility for operating and maintaining
such island parks as Centennial
Park in Ganges, Portlock Park at
Central and Drummond Park at
Fulford.
In addition, the commission
sponsors a summer day camp as well
as a swimming program and
encourages other sports programs
such as soccer, Softball, tennis and
the fitness classes.
A ray of hope comes through
from a recent decision by the C R D
board of directors to make altera-

tions in the tax levy for recreation
and parks use.
Before the provincial government
changed the property tax method,
the two-mill rate was the governing
feature. But with the new tax
structure based on each $1,000 of
assessment value for property,
organizations such as the parks and
recreation commission have been
shortchanged.
The C R D agreed to allow a
maximum rate of 10c per $1,000
assessment in the electoral areas for
each of parks as well as recreation
funding. While the treasury officials
at the C R D are not hopeful of the
change being approved by the
province for this year, it could mean
more money available for the
commission in subsequent years.

District
in

top

10

Telephone callers to the Gulf
Islands School Board office last
week were wondering why reading
test results were considered so
impressive. (Driftwood—January
23).
With 75 school districts in the
province, the Gulf Islands district is
one of the 10 smallest. The test
results placed the local pupils
among the top 10 districts based on
the results.
The one low score, 45th in literal
comprehension by the Grade 10
students, serves as a "benchmark"tO
gauge the overall results, said school
superintendent Mike Marshall.

Driftwood photo by Frank Richards

Cheap lots
Dating back to the time when
Port Washington was the ferry
terminal for the Pender Islands, this
notice appears on a building on the
wharf. Pender Holdings, of 1469
West Broadway, in Vancouver,
offers waterfront and view lots,
when p r i c e s were l o w e r .
Information may be obtained from
RF-6-0022 in the city or Gulf 2-Bon

Pender. Until the advent of British
Columbia Ferries, 25 years ago,
C P . and Gulf Islands Ferries called
at Port Washington, where they
side-loaded on to the wharf. Last
caller was the Pender Queen. With
the establishment of the B. C.
Ferries facilities at Otter Bay, Port
Washington was no longer the front
door to the Penders.

Driftwood is recyclable

Canada's No. 1 Toyota dealer, is pleased
to announce the 1984 recipients of

METRO TOYOTA

JENNIFER JAQUES
CLAREMONT

PAUL DOOD
BELMONT

CYNTHIA CORBETT
EDWARD MILNE

S C H O L A R S H I P S

ROB HITCHCOCK
SALT SPRING

EDWIN LIEW
LAMBRICK PARK

TRICIA de MACEDO
OAK BAY

Iff ^ gsfll
1PI

*

Hi

1
ANDREW DICKINSON
COWICHAN HIGH

DAVID ROBINSON
ESQUIMALT SENIOR

TONI FOSTER
LAKE COWICHAN

CHRIS BABBAGE
VICTORIA SENIOR

GARY SCHUBAK
STELLYS

SUE LONEY
REYNOLDS

Each of these students receives a $500 Scholarship to further their studies at a
recognized University or Community College. They were chosen after qualifying by
having: (1) completed Grade 12 with an overall average of at least 70% (C+) and
successfully competed In the Provincial Scholarship Examinations (I.e. pass the
Provincial Exams with a mark of 5 or better on all exams); (2) demonstrated a
contribution to and shown leadership In school and/or community activities such as
sports, fine arts, student government, youth or service groups; (3) enrolled In a full
course of studies at a recognized university or community college.

We at Metro applaud the achievements of these outstanding young people, and wish them every academic success.

TIM ROHWER
PARKLAND

RAY BOWER
MT. DOUGLAS

SUSAN DANARD
SPECTRUM SENIOR

METRO TOYOTA
METRO TOYOTA

VICTORIA -3106 Douglas Street, 386-3516
DUNCAN - 6529 T - C Highway. 746-5111
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600 attend Fulford School opening
There was a "warm, friendly
feeling" about the official opening
of the new F u l f o r d S c h o o l
S a t u r d a y , said p r i n c i p a l B o b
B r o w n s w o r d this week, who
described the affair as "marvellous."
About 600 people attended the
opening ceremonies, many of them
old-timers and former students of
the Burgoyne, Isabella Pt. and
Beaver Pt. schools.

Speakers included M L A Hugh
Curtis, M P Jim Manly, school
board chairman Charles Hingston,
B o b A k e r m a n , superintendent
M i k e Marshall and principal Bob
Brownsword. Speakers representing current students were Kirsti
Walde and George Akerman. .
A sale of books on Saturday saw
60 volumes purchased and donated
to the school library.

Photos by Barb Woodlcy

M L A Hugh Curtis looks on as
Bob Akerman and Fulford School
principal Bob Brownsword unveil

plaques marking 100th anniversary
of Beaver Point School and opening
of Fulford School. In centre are

Kirstie
Walde
Akerman.

Parents and visitors at Fulford
School Saturday were invited to
donate a book to the library.

Purchase included inscription in the
front of the book indicating the

donation. About 60 books were
purchased for the library.

George Akerman and Kirstie
Walde spoke on behalf of present-

day Fulford School students on

Saturday.

and

Michael

IB Hi n
Fulford School teacher Sue
Underwood is caught enjoying cake

Fulford School principal Bob

during
Saturday's
ceremonies.

Brownsword
clothes.

in

his

opening

"everyday"

