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Floor 
coverings 

Floor coverings come in a variety 
of materials, styles and colours to 
give the homeowner choices to 
match the function and use of any 
particular room in the home. 

Certain areas of the home, such as 
the bathroom, require a different 
floor cover than areas such as 
entrance ways which are subject to 
high traffic. 

The task of installing floor 
coverings can be turned over to a 
contractor or it could become a do-
it-yourself project. 

The first concern, once the choice 

of floor covering has been made, is 
to check the condition of the 
subfloor. In new construction, the 
subfloor should not present 
problems but if the home is older, 
there may be things to fix. 

Generally in new construction the 
subfloor is composed of sheets of 
three-quarter-inch plywood secured 
to the joists. Some subfloors could 
be strips of board applied to the 
joists at either 90 degrees or 
alternately at a 45 degree angle. 

For certain floor coverings, such 
as tiles, the strips of wood should be 

covered with quarter-inch plywood 
sheets to create a smooth, sound and 
strong surface. 

Floor coverings should serve the 
functions of the room. The 
homeowner is guided by personal 
preference but such factors as use, 
budget and cost of installation enter 
the choice. 

Coverings such as carpets and 
vinyl fit almost every area of the 
house although carpets should be 
avoided in areas such as bathrooms 
or laundry rooms where water spills 
could occur. 

Similarly, wood floors fit all areas 
of the house but the potential wet 
areas. 

Tiles could be considered for the 
wet areas as well as family rooms, 
halls and entrances. 

The wood and tile flooring, if of a 
good quality, should last for the life 
of the house. Carpets and vinyls, 
however, tend to fade with time. 

Once the decisions on floor 
coverings have been made the work 
begins. The task of installing the 
floor covering requires careful 
planning as well as knowledge of 
techniques. 

Easy-care vinyl flooring 
comes in tiles or sheets 

Easy is the word that best 
describes vinyl floor coverings: easy 
to install and easy to care for. 

Linoleum was once the standard 
floor covering in the vinyl, or 
resilient, floor covering group but it 
has been replaced by flooring made 
of polyvinyl chloride (PVC) which 
comes in a wide variety of styles, 
colours, surfaces and patterns. 

The vinyl flooring comes either in 
tiles or sheets. The tiles are 
commonly about a foot square 
while the sheets come in rolls which 
are usually six to 12 feet wide. 

Vinyl coverings can be used in all 
areas of the house and the durability 
of vinyl combined with the ease of 
maintenance make it an attractive 
floor covering for homeowners. 

Also part of the group of resilient 
floor coverings, although not vinyl, 
is a recent introduction from 
Europe. Cork tiles are making 
headway as an easy-to-care-for 
flooring which offers durability as 
well as being easy on the feet and 
legs. 

The tiles are layered with P V C 
covering a cork veneer. Under the 
patterned veneer is another, thicker 

layer of cork backed by another 
layer of P V C . 

Geoff Swift, of Windsor Plywood 
in Ganges, describes the cork tiles as 
an excellent floor covering. He said 
the tiles have been used in the 
airport at Amsterdam, Holland, for 
eight years and the flooring has 
survived that heavy traffic well. 

In addition, he noted, the cork 
tiles offer sound absorbency. 

Cork tiles are not a recent 
innovation. The tiles have been 
around for many years but 
problems with rapid wearing and 
c r a c k i n g brought them in to 
disfavour. But the new form of cork 
tiles, encased in P V C , offers an 
alternative to the standard vinyl 
flooring. 

Swift noted that the cork tiles are 
extensively used in Europe much the 
same as vinyl is used in North 
America. The cork is harvested 
from trees grown in Portugal. 

The vinyl tiles come in two forms. 
Solid vinyl is composed mostly of 
P V C and carries a higher price tag 
than vinyl composition tiles. In the 
composition tiles, rubber or a 
similar material adds resilience and 

hardness which makes the tiles 
suitable for high traffic areas of the 
home. 

When installing the tiles, the 
homeowner can purchase either a 
self-sticking variety or one which 
needs a separate adhesive. The face 
of the tiles can be either a no-wax 
surface or plain which require 
w a x i n g a n d b u f f i n g as a 
maintenance chore. 

The sheeting, which once was stiff 
and difficult to install, has gone 
through changes. The current 
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Appliance Repairs 
A L L T Y P E S 

New & Used Appliances 
SALES & SERVICE 

Garner Electric & Propane 
537-9933 

Open 8-5:30 Mon. Fri., 9-5 Sat. 

Tyler Sheet Metal Ltd. 
537-5621 

General Sheet Metal 

Electric • Wood • Oil • Furnaces 
Heat pumps 

Tar & Gravel Roof Repairs 

McPhillips Avenue Box 1282, Ganges 

| R S F « 1 
w 

C.O.S.P. 
The Canadian Off Oil Subsidy Plan, worth up to 
$800, ends March 31st, 1985. N O W is the time to 
convert your heating system to E C O N O M I C A L 
R . S . F . E N E R G Y W O O D H E A T I N G with 
or without your oil system as a back-up. 

C A L L T O D A Y to arrange Installation before the 
deadline. 

IAN ROWE - Masonry and Heating 
Phone 539-2013 or 539-5421 Box 22, Saturna Island 

CUSTOM HOMES 
I • CABINETS 

RENOVATIONS 

Z E N B O O M 
1 I CONSTRUCTION LTD. 

BOX 11, GANGES 537-2680 
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Wood flooring popular in new home construction 
Wood has been the basic choice 

for flooring for many centuries. 
The craft of installing wood 

flooring came to North America 
with the European craftsmen who 
built some of the colonial homes. 
With the relative availability of 
wood, it remains the most popular 
flooring for new homes. 

Wood floors can be plank, strips 
or parquet. 

The plank is the elder statesman 
of wood flooring although strips are 
the basic choice for homes. Parquet, 
or squares, is gaining in popularity 
because of its relatively moderate 
price and ease of installation. 

Both hard and softwoods can be 
used for flooring. Hardwoods 
generally cover areas of high use or 
traffic. Oak and maple are the most 

Vinyl 
flooring 
From Page 2 

sheeting is lightweight and easy to 
manipulate when being put down. 
The sheeting can be held in place by 
either an adhesive underlay or by 
staples around the edges. 

Whether the homeowner chooses 
sheets or tiles, the patterns are 
almost endless. The vinyl is 
available in styles which resemble 
brick, stone, wood or whatever, and 
comes in a wide range of prices. 

The sheeting can be best utilized 
in rooms such as the bathroom, 
laundry room or kitchen where the 
chance of water spill is greatest. The 
lack of seams offers assurance that 
the water won't seep through and 
cause problems. 

The vinyl, either sheets or tiles, 
can be installed over most subfloors 
with few problems. If the vinyl is to 
go over ceramic flooring, a wise 
move would be to remove the 
ceramic first. 

If the subfloor is sound, clean, dry 
and level, no further preparation is 
needed. If, however, the flooring 
being replaced bears m i n o r 
i m p e r f e c t i o n s , q u a r t e r - i n c h 
plywood sheets may be needed to 
add stability. 

Once the flooring is in place, 
maintenance is easy. 

But the homeowner should avoid 
either infrequent cleaning or over-
polishing. Dirt and grit can mar the 
surface so daily sweeping or 
vacuuming helps maintain the 
surface. A damp mop will suffice to 
clean the surface as well. 

Vinyls will last for many years 
although they do tend to fade with 
age. 

common hardwoods al though 
birch, beech and hickory are 
available. 

Softwoods, such as fir, cedar, 
pine or hemlock, are less expensive 
than hardwoods but require proper 
sealing and finishing to become 
durable. The best use of softwoods 
is in bedrooms or closets. 

Wood floors should be sealed to 
protect them and when, after time, 
the floors become worn, the wood 
can be refinished to recapture its 
appeal. A drawback to the use of 
wood is that it tends to shrink with 
age. Hot, dry conditions can speed 
the process while humid conditions 
can cause the wood to swell. 

Costs depend upon such factors 
as type of wood, the grade, saw 
patterns as well as finish. But wood 
can last for the life of the house. 

Grade of wood is determined by 
its appearance. Wood that is free 
from defects such as knots is "clear". 
The grade can contain burls, streaks 
and pinworm holes. 

The "select" grade is wood which 
contains natural imperfections such 
as knots and if it has markings and 
variations in colour, it is termed 
"common". 

The wood flooring can be 

installed in almost any area of the 
home. Care should be taken in such 
areas as bath or laundry rooms 
where water might be spilled. 
Waterproof finishes and sealants 
can be obtained to treat wood to be 
used in the potentially wet areas. 

In new construction, wood can be 
applied directly to the subfloor 
using nails, screws and/ or adhesive. 
For renovations the wood can be 
laid over almost any other type of 
flooring although care should be 
taken if the flooring was a cushioned 
vinyl. 

Most wood types come equipped 
with tongue-and-groove to allow a 
snug fit. 

Planning carefully can save time 
a n d f r u s t r a t i o n . T o a v o i d 
i m m e d i a t e p r o b l e m s w i t h 
shrinkage, the wood should be piled 
loosely in the room where it will be 
installed for about four days to 
allow it to adjust to the conditions of 
that room. 

Parquet is the easiest floor to put 
down. The blocks come in squares 
sized from six inches to a foot but 
can also be rectangular in shape-. 

Planks are more difficult than 
parquet to lay but not quite as 
difficult as strips because not as 

many planks are needed to cover an 
area. 

D e t a i l e d i n s t r u c t i o n s for 
installing the wood can be obtained 
through a lumber retail outlet. 

Once the floor is finished, the 
wood should be treated with either a 
penetrating seal or a surface finish. 
Penetrating seals, as the name 
suggests, soak into the wood 
leaving a low-gloss surface which 
wears as the wood itself wears. 

The surface f inishes can , 
depending upon the type used, show 
wear and tear on the floor. There are 
four basic types of surface finishes: 

polyurethane, varnish, shellac and 
lacquer. 

When the finish has been applied 
and has dried, waxing will help 
prevent scuff marks. 

Wood flooring requires only 
minimal care to last for many years. 
Vacuuming or dust mopping helps 
keep the surface neat and tidy. 

But avoid the use of water to wash 
a wood floor. The water can seep 
into the cracks and cause stains or 
warping of the wood. 

Their durability, warmth and 
beauty make wood floors a popular 
item with homeowners. 

R.R. #1, Mansell Road, Ganges, B.C. 

M A T T H E W S 

b o b c a t 
• Septic fields • Ditching • Landscaping 

• Driveways • Backfilling • Etc. 
C a l l B L A I N — 5 3 7 - 5 7 2 4 e v e s . 

Tile floors require 
little maintenance 

The ancient Egyptians used 
ceramic tiles in public buildings and 
today they are being installed in 
many areas of homes. 

Until recently, costs limited the 
use of ceramic tiles to such areas as 
entrances and bathrooms. But 
innovations in the tiles and 
adhesives have allowed wider uses in 
many other areas of the home. 

The tiles can be used inside or 
outside, on floors and walls and 
require only minimal maintenance 
to last for many years. 

With three basic types of tiles, 
quarry, ceramic and mosaic, added 
to the variety of sizes, shapes, 
colours and other variations, they 
can be used in many combinations 
of patterns for visual effects. 

The tiles won't burn, warp, dent 
or tear and easily resist heat, cold, 
d i r t , mois ture and damage. 
Composed of earthen material, tiles 
gain toughness when fired in a kiln 
at temperatures up to 2,000 degrees. 

Quarry tile, made up of extruded 
clay or shale, comes glazed or 
unglazed and the durability makes 
them most useful in areas of high 
traffic, indoors or out. 

Ceramic tiles come glazed with a 

variety of colours and patterns 
available. The various sizes and 
shapes add to the versatility of 
ceramic tiles which can be 
purchased as single tiles or several 
together on sheets. 

The mosaic tiles are small ceramic 
tiles, from one to three inches 
square, and are attached to a 
backing which could be plastic, 
thread, paper or rubber. The tiles, in 
predetermined spacing, can be used 
for non-flat surfaces. 

If the underfloor is not properly 
prepared, the tiles wil l soon 

Turn to Page 4 

FOXGLOVE 
SPRING SALE 

COMING UP NEXT WEEK— 

March 13 - March 20 

B.C.'s Largest 
Selection Of 
Wallpapers 

No Shipping Charges 
Call Us Collect 

7272433 

Loads of great 
garden products 
for the spring 
season—at 
great prices! 

Watch for our ad in next week's Driftwood! 

H M H Wallpaper Plus 
Rj(t^ SAANICH CENTRE 

^BT^HNAb^V Next to Romeo's 
• W^^W Call collect—727-2433 

TAKE THE QUADRA ST. EXIT OFF THE PAT BAY HWY. 
TO THE SAANICH CENTRE 

605-3991 QUADRA ST., VICTORIA 

Corner 
Atkins & 
Lower Ganges Rds. 537-5531 

FOXGLOVE FARM & GARDEN SUPPLY 
NOW O P E N M O N D A Y TO S A T U R D A Y 
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Islanders prefer practical, easy-to-maintain carpets 
The market for carpets in the Gulf 

Islands differs from that in the city. 
Arlene Dashwood of Burritt 

Bros, notes that while city folk tend 
towards plush carpets in pastel 
tones, islanders prefer a more 
practical, easier to maintain carpet. 

Lack of sidewalks and island life 
in general brings a preference for 
textured carpets with colours which 
tend to hide dirt, she said. 

C a r p e t i n g comes in three 
varieties: the large room-sized rug, 
wall-to-wall carpets or carpet tiles. 

In addition to a wide range of 
colours, carpets come in a variety of 
textures as well. Carpets can be 
created from natural fibres such as 
wool or cotton and synthetic fibres 
such as polyester, polypropylene, 
nylon, rayon or acrylic. 

The cost of carpeting varies 
depending upon the choice of fibre 
and texture. Synthetic fibres 
generally occupy the low price range 
while the natural fibres tend toward 
the high end. 

There are four major styles of 
texture which are created by 

Tiles 
From Page 3 

deteriorate. The subfloor must be 
sound, level, dry and clean. 

With care and patience, tiles can 
be installed on wood flooring, over 
other ceramic tiles as well as vinyl 
flooring. If the old flooring is 
cushioned vinyl, three-quarter-inch 
plywood sheets should be nailed 
over it. 

The tools needed for installation 
include such basics as a hammer, 
pliers, electric dri l l , a carpenter's 
square, tape measure, a level and a 
contour gauge. 

To cut the tiles requires a tile 
cutter, rod saw blades, masonry 
drills, tile nippers or a glass cutter. 

Also needed would be a notched 
trowel to apply the adhesive, a float 
to apply the grout, a rubbing stone 
to smooth the edges of cut tiles as 
well as things such as buckets, 
rubber gloves, cleaning pads and 
grout sealer. 

The adhesive can be of mastic, 
epoxy or mortar while the grouts, 
used to fill the spaces between the 
tiles, can be of silicone, epoxy or 
cement depending upon which type 
of tile and adhesive are used. 

Once the tile has been set in place 
and allowed to cure, which usually 
takes up to 24 hours, the grout can 
be applied. It will take from 72 
hours to two weeks for the grout to 
properly set before it can be sealed. 

But then the r e l a x a t i o n 
commences. Ceramic tiles require 
almost no maintenance other than 
sweeping or dust mopping to keep 
dirt away. The tiles can be washed 
with hot water and a mild detergent. 

Ceramic tiles as a floor covering 
will last for many years and can add 
to the resale value of a home. 

flocking, punching, knitting, tufting 
or weaving the fibre for the carpet. 

Shag carpets have fibres which 
are tightly twisted and of varying 
lengths. Sculptured carpets result 
from a combination of several levels 
of varying lengths of pile. 

Plush carpets are closely woven 
while level-loop carpets are tight 
loops of uniform lengths. 

Carpets fit almost every area of 
the house and synthetics can be used 
in moisture-prone areas such as the 
bathroom. 

What used to be called indoor-
outdoor carpet now goes by the 
name "synthetic turf." It can be used 
on patios, decks or around the 
swimming pool. The turf is also 
appropriate in entrance ways as well 
as on stairs. The non-slip surface of 
the turf can be cleaned by spraying it 
with a hose or washing it down with 
soap and water. It is impervious to 
rain and snow. 

Carpets can be installed over any 
subfloor as long as the floor is 
sound, clean and dry. Wood 
subfloors, wood floor coverings, 
ceramics and vinyls can be covered 
by the carpet with little effort. 

While carpets are versatile, the 
drawbacks are there. Carpets don't 
have the permanence of wood or tile 
and can fade over time. The carpet 
also requires more care and 
maintenance than other floor 
coverings. 

When putting the carpet in place, 
an underpad is required. The pad 
adds to the cost of carpeting but 
helps reduce wear as well. The 
underpad prevents grit from 
working through the carpet and 
breaking it down. 

Other aspects of the underpad are 
that it adds comfort and more sound 

absorbtion to the area covered. 
The pads can be of sponge rubber 

or foam. Some carpets are backed 
by rubber but such carpets should 
be checked for quality of the 
backing. 

Dashwood said that carpet 

selection involves many facets but 
the prime mover for the purchase is 
colour. People tend to check the 
fibre, texture and density of a carpet 
but select one because the colour is 
right. 

Maintenance of carpets involves 

vacuuming regularly and giving the 
covering a shampoo at least once a 
year. 

Carpets are easier to install in 
warm, dry weather. The warm air 
allows the carpet to become supple 
where cold weather tends to cause it 
to be hard to manage. 

New construction at 
Salt Spring Island 

REASONABLE RATES 
Carpentry, Drywall, Plastering, Painting, Etc. 

DON McEACHERN 537-9541 

Carpet! Linoleum! 
Hardwood! 

Draperies! Ceramic Tile! Venetian Blinds! 
Room-sized roll-ends all at 50% OFF! 

CALL COLLECT 

746-4851 - 750 Jubilee St., Duncan, B.C. 

United 

Thinking of building? 
THINK OF EXPERIENCE. 

If you 're building a house, you want 
a building contractor who's been 
in the business for a while 

• Quality homes 
• Renovations • Additions 

• Cabinets 

ViUadten Gcm^UnucUan (1980) ltd. 
537-5412 days Ganges 537-5463 eves 

If you're looking for an efficient contractor, you're looking for an experienced contractor. 

Call us - we've been here for 25 years! 
! .1.1.1.1.11. 

British Columbia's 
Gulf Islands 

Canada 
RECREATION, RETIREMENT 
& INVESTMENT PROPERTIES 

on Salt Spring & 
the beautiful Gulf Islands 

Oceanfronts, Lakefronts, View 
Residences. Acreages, Hobby Farms, 

Estates and Private Islands. 

NEW LISTINGS 
SALT SPRING - Delightful 3 bedroom oceanfront summer home on 
private acre with lovely Trincomali view. Garden, workshop—stepstothe 
beach. S89.900. 
SALT SPRING - SUPER SOUTH FACING 2 BR oceanfront home with 
walk-on beach. Lovely 1600 sq. ft. cedar Panabode with incredible views 
from master BR, dining & living rooms. Watch the seals from this private 
& sunny .76 acre. Classic west coast setting, Welbury Road location, 
complete with mooring buoy. $225,000. 
THETIS ISLAND CHARMER - 3 BR cedar bungalow with guest house 
and walk-on sandy beach. Located at Pilkey Pt., this lovely property is all 
low bank and offers warm summer swimming. Both houses fully 
furnished. 1/2 acre oceanfrontage. $125,000. 

For free catalogue of Gulf Island properties, 
call or write 

Waterfront & Island Specialist 

P.O. Box 1280, 
Ganges, B.C. VOS 1E0 

Qntuffc*. 
JTfZI, 

SaltSpring OCOC 
residence 0 O / -ZDZD 

SAANICH PENINSULA REALTY LTD. 
2395 Beacon Ave., Sidney, B.C. V8L 1W9 656-01 31 



PAINT AND 
FINISHING 
PRODUCTS BY: 

• WATCO 
• MINWAX 
• FABULON 
• NORTHUMBERLAND 
• TREMCO 
• TIMBRLOX 
• CABOT 

• Complete builders' hardware 
• Kiln dried mouldings 
• Custom planing & cutting 
• Oak flooring, pre-finished and unfinished 

square edge stock 
• Exotic hardwoods for cabinets or sculpture 
• We also stock P.E.G. 1000 
• Quality dimension lumber 
• Kiln dried tongue & groove panelling 
• Complete gyproc wallboard & all accessories 

SPECIALTY 
HANDTOOLS & 
CARPENTERS' 
SUPPLIES: 
• DELTA 
• MARPLES 
• GALT 
• MATSUNAGA 
• MAKITA 
• SKIL 
• ROBT. SORBY 
• HITACHI 

Don't start—until you've stopped at CUBBON! 

^ v l l J I V l f BUILDING CENTRE 
5 3 7 - 5 5 6 4 Rainbow Road 

Open 8 am to S pm, Monday to Saturday. 
5 3 7 - 5 5 6 5 
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Stack of paper needed to build a home 
Building a home in the Gulf 

Islands involves almost as much 
paper as building materials when all 
the required permits have been 
obtained. 

As an example, the following 
series of articles looks at the 
requirements for a three-bedroom 

home. The main floor will be 1,200 
square feet with 800 square feet 
more on the second floor. 

The home will have a carport and 
a sundeck as well as a bathroom on 
the main floor and another on the 
second floor. 

Cons t ruc t ion of the home 

Several requirements 
for sewage permit 

The building inspector won't 
issue a building permit unless he is 
satisfied that septic waste can be 
disposed of on the property. 

To gain the required building 
permit, the applicant must show 
proof that a sewage disposal 
application has been made. 

The public health inspector of the 
Capital Region issues the sewage 
d i s p o s a l p e r m i t a n d the 
requirements of the provincial 
health act and C R D regulations 
must be met. While the Islands 
T r u s t has m o r e s t r i n g e n t 
requirements for septic fields, the 
inspector is governed by the 
provincial and C R D regulations. 

For the permit to be issued, 
certain conditions of the land must 
be met. The perc rate cannot be 
greater than 30 minutes per inch. 
The perc rate must be proven in four 
test holes at the site of the septic field 
and the permit application contains 
information on how to conduct the 
tests. 

In addition, the ground water 
table must not be closer to the 
surface than four feet and the soil 
must be of the same depth. If an 
impervious layer or bedrock comes 
closer than four feet, a permit for the 
site will be not be issued. 

Also part of the application form 
is a suggested layout for the field 
itself. The layout for level ground 
differs from that for sloping ground. 
On the slope the pipes must run 
across the grade. 

The field should not be closer 
than 10 feet to a building, parcel 

boundary, curtain drain, or a 
domestic water pipe. The distance 
widens to 100 feet to a source of 
domestic water, or the natural 
boundary of a lake or other non-
tidal water. 

For a three-bedroom house, the 
length of pipe in the field varies from 
150 feet for soil with a one-minute-
per-inch perc to 387 feet for the 
maximum 30 minutes per inch. 

The septic tank must have a 
capacity twice as large as that of the 
daily flow of sewage. In the case of a 
three-bedroom house, the tank must 
be capable of holding 600 gallons. 

Along with the recommended 
l a y o u t o f the sep t i c f i e l d 
accompanying the application, a 
recommended design for the septic 
tank is included. 

The health inspector wants to see 
the layout of the pipes before they 
are covered w i t h d i r t . The 
application information suggests 
that the test holes for the perc count 
should be left open until the 
inspector looks. 

When all is completed and the 
septic disposal system is to be 
hooked to the house, the only 
charge is levied. The C R D building 
permit requires $ 10 for that hookup. 

requires up to 10 permits from 
various sources and those slips of 
paper could cost as much as S870. 

Permits are needed for the 
driveway access from the street to 
the building site, for the building 
itself, for the facilities to bring 
electricity to throw light on the 
matter, for the plumbing inside the 
building, for the sewage disposal 
outside, for the fireplace to heat the 
home and the chimney to get rid of 
the smoke. 

And once everything is in place 
and the workers have departed, a 
permit for occupancy is the final 
requirement. 

At each step along the way from a 
vacant lot to a home, inspectors 
come to inspect the work which 
must match criteria set out in laws, 
bylaws, regulations and rules which 
come from the federal government, 
the provincial government, the 
Capital Region as well as the Islands 
Trust. 

If the work deviates from 
acceptable standards, it must be 
redone. As the mistakes are 
corrected, the inspector returns, at 
added cost, to have another look. 

The authority governing the 
building of a home is contained in 
the C R D bylaw 1042 or "Building 
Regulations in Areas of the Capital 
Regional District not Within a City, 
District, Town or Village." 

The bylaw, at one point, notes 
that if work is commenced before a 
permit is obtained, the cost of the 
permit is doubled. 

Costs of the various permits may 
add up quickly but not having the 
required permit could prove to be 
costly. The bylaw sets out penalties 
for conviction when the bylaw is 
contravened. 

The bylaw-breaker faces a fine of 

& e n o b a t i o n £ • 3 & t p a t r £ 
—A COMPLETE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE-

537-9360 
537-9407 3im 3£igf)t Box 1411 

Ganges 

We offer superb plants... 
and service to match! 

The finest quality FRUIT T R E E S 
including over 20 varieties of apples, 
plus pears, plums, cherries—as well 
as soft fruits and berries. 

We also specialize in plants for the 
L A N D S C A P E G A R D E N , including 
traditional favourites and new 
introductions selected on the basis of 
extensive trials. 

• Rhododendrons: over 50 varieties 
and species; 
• Flowering Trees & Shrubs 
• Conifers; including dwarfs 
• Perennials, Bedding Plants & Bulbs 
in season. 

CONSULTATION SERVICE 
We are available to give horticultural 
advice on such subjects as design, 
suitability and selection of plant 
materials for gardens, orchards and 
landscapes, and allied horticultural 
matters. This service can cover on-
site positioning and supervision of 
planting details, preparation of plans 
and written reports. A fee, based 
primarily on time involved, is 
charged for this service. Please 
contact the nursery for more 
information. 
Our horticulturalist is available to 
answer questions by phone or letter at 
no charge. We can also help in 
locating plants that we don't offer. 

This nursery is owned & operated by 
the undersigned. Our standards of 
quality & service reflect our 
considered judgment of experience & 
commitment to better farming & 
gardening. T H O M A S H A L L 

I N T E G R A T E D PEST & DISEASE 
M A N A G E M E N T SERVICE 
B.C. Sertified & Licenced Pest 
Control Service using cultural, 
biological & only those materials 
approved for growing Organic Food. 

K I U R S E R V J LocAnow 
Orchards & Nursery 

S a n g * 8 - 537-9316 
Our N U R S E R Y S T O R E on Old 
Divide Rd. carries F E R T I L I Z E R S , 
O R G A N I C P E S T I C I D E S and select 
T O O L S for orchards & gardens. 

not less than $25 or more than $500 
for the first offence and not less than 
$50 or more than $500 for each 
subsequent conviction. A n offence 
is deemed to take place each day 
that the "contravention occurs or 
continues." 

The various permits must be 
displayed at the building site and if 

the inspector can't find them, no 
inspection takes place. 

If after obtaining the required 
permits the would-be homeowner 
decides it would be easier to pitch a 
tent instead of building, a refund of 
the costs can be had. But all that 
returns is 60% of the value of the 
permits. 

T & T 
ROOFING LTD. 

• Reroofing, repairs & new roofs 
• All types of cedar shakes & shingles, 

Duroid & asphalt shingles 
For a free estimate call 

537-9614 Terry Horrocks 653-4260 

Islander Drapery 
CUSTOM MADE DRAPERIES 

•WOVEN WOODS *FABRICS *R0D& TRACK 
VERTICAL & VENETIAN BLINDS *BEDSPREADS 

•INSTALLATION SERVICE 
Free Home Estimates 

537-5837 

9 0*« 

Look at the 
advantages! 

• Probably the quietest home on 
the market 

• Comfortable 

• Healthy humidity levels 

• Excellent air quality 

• Hedge against inflation 

• Protection of your investment in the 
home at re-sale time 

• Protection against the need for 
future costly retrofit 

• Low energy costs 

• World leading Canadian system 

iR-ajooj 
To find out more, till in the coupon below. 

Please rush me my copy ol Pacif ic Homes 1914 
Catalogue I enclose my cheque (Of money o<6r<-
for S3 00 to cover handling and shipping 

PACIFIC 
HOMES 

Box 70. Cobble Hill. B.C. VOR 1L0 
Telephone 743J5584 



Building permit is needed to 
erect, construct, alter, repair, 

A building permit from the 
building inspection branch of the 
Capital Region is needed in order to 
"erect, construct, alter, repair, 
demolish, add to or move a building 
or structure." 

Along with the application form 
for a building permit, the inspector 
wants to see proof that various other 
permits required have been applied 
for. 

The form requires information 
about the zoning of the lot, the legal 
description of it as well as who owns 
it, who is designing the building and 
who is going to construct it. 

The address of the new home, 
including the street number, must be 
included. The house number can be 
obtained from the fire department. 

In addition to proof of other 
permit applications, the inspector 
requires five copies of the site plan 
drawn to scale. The plan should 
show the dimensions of the 
property, ground elevations and site 
draining. 

It should show the location of the 
septic tank, the septic field as well as 
where the proposed building will be. 
If other buildings are on the 
property, the inspector wants to 
know where they are and the size 
and height of them. 

But that's not all the information 
needed. 

The application should include, 
in duplicate, specifications and scale 
drawings of the building. The 
applicant is warned, "Reverse 
printed plans not acceptable." 

The drawings should show the 
foundat ion plan wi th overal l 
dimensions and the floor plan of 
each level also with dimensions. In 
addition the proposed use of each 
room shown on the floor plan must 
be stated. 

A cross-section (partial cross-
sections are not acceptable) must 
show all structural details and 
finishes. The preferred scales are 
quarter-inch to a foot in imperial 
measure of 1:50 in metric. 

The application must also include 
"any other information required 
pertaining to the application." 

As the application is processed by 
the building inspection branch, the 
costs involved are figured. 

The house at which we are 
looking has 1,200 square feet on the 
main" floor, 800 square feet on the 
second floor with a 200-square-foot 
sundeck and a carport. 

Each of those items adds to the 
cost of the permit. 

The branch calculates the values 
at $45 per square foot for the main 
floor, $30 per square foot for the 
finished second floor, $12 per 
square foot for the carport and $4 
per square foot for the sundeck. 

In total our proposed home has a 
calculated value of $80,600. 

Permit fees begin accruing at 
work valued at more than $100. Up 
to $500, the permit costs $12. If the 
work is valued at more than $500 
and less than $1,000, the permit 
costs $20. After that, $9 is added to 
the permit value for each $1,000 of 
calculated value. 

The permit for our proposed 
home would be $740. 

The building branch also collects 
the permit fees for the septic tank 
hook-up to the house as well as the 
water connection fee. They will take 
on the costs of the plumbing permit 
and the fireplace-chimney permit as 
well. 

Once the permit is issued, work 
can commence. The various permits 
must be kept at the building site 
readily available if the inspector 

I H o e I H o e 
It's off to work I go. 

FOR ALL YOUR 
EXCAVATING NEEDS - CALL 

K e n B y r o n 
E x c a v a t i n g 
537-2882 

SERVING SALT SPRING AND THE 
GULF ISLANDS SINCE 1971. 

• • • 

asks to see them. 
If work is started before the 

permit is issued, the cost of the 
permit doubles. 

The proposed building must meet 
criteria of the national building code 
of Canada, the highways act, the 
heal th act and the z o n i n g 
restrictions as laid down by the 
Islands Trust. 

When the forms for the 
foundation have been put in place, 
the building inspector comes for a 
look. He wants to see the forms 
before the concrete is poured. 

He visits again after the forms 
have been removed from the 
concrete foundation but before the 
backfill is in place. 

Another visit is required when the 
framing and sheathing is completed. 
At that point, the electrical wiring, 
the plumbing and the chimney 
should be ready for inspection as 
well. 

The final inspection takes place 
when all the work has been 
completed. 

But before the home can be 
occupied, one final permit is 
required: an occupancy permit. 

By this time, the new home has 
taken the time of officials from 
seven different agencies of 
government from the Islands Trust 
through the C R D to the provincial 
government. 

The occupancy permit is a 
document which tells you and the 
world that the health inspector, the 
p lumbing inspector, the fire 
inspector and the building inspector 
have looked at and approved the 
building of your new home. 

"This building is now completed 
and ready for occupancy, 7' the 
permit states. 
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Siding can be 
applied directly 
to exterior 
wall. 

How can Revelstoke Homes & 
the Nascor-System save you money? 
When Revelstoke Homes are 
built with Cano self-insu
lating foundations & new 
Nascor-System walls, the re
sult is energy savings of over 
50%! The Nascor-System 
consists of CMHC-approved 
insulation panels surround
ed by laminated columns of 
construction-grade lumber. 
The unique Airlock feature 
eliminates exterior air in
filtration. For more informa
tion on Revelstoke Homes & 
the Nascor-System, clip the 
coupon below! 

Check out The 
Woodbend, one of 
many well-designed 
Revelstoke Homes 
using the Nascor-
System! 

3 Bedrooms 
40 x 34 x 54' 
Floor Area: 1220 sq.ft. 
(113.33 m2) 

Apply drywall 
directly to interior 
wall. 

F R E E ! 
Pick up your copy of our latest Revelstoke Homes Catalogue or 
Leisure Homes Brochure at your nearest Revelstoke store, or 
complete and mall this coupon. 

• Pleese send more information on the 
Nascor-System. 

• Please send your lateat Revelstoke 
Leisure Homes Brochure. 

• Pleaee send your latest Revelstoke 
Homes Catalogue. 

• Please have your local Sales Consul
tant call. 

Name 
Address 
C i ty /Town 
Pos ta l C o d e 
Phone 

_Prov. 

Msll to: 

02/85 

Rtvelttofct Heme• 
M l Geres M.. East 
Victoria. B.C. 
VIT2W1 

R€V€L5T0K€ 
H o m e s 

GIVEBLOOD. GIVE LIFE! 
• i l Cancer patients and Red Cross _ 

"i) are counting on you! y V 

Pre-Season Special! 
3 . 5 H . P . B r i g g s & S t r a t t o n 

1 9 i n . L a w n m o w e r 
4-cycle engine - recoil start - loop 
style handles - magnetron ignition -
starts easily - Canadian made. 

$17995 

• See our floor display 

•C.G.E. Electric Mowers from only 
$11995 

Sorters Insecticidal Soap 
H0USEPLANTS 
The Effective, Natural 
alternative to protect 
your plants from 
harmful Insects. 

NOW AVAILABLE AT MOUAT'S 
Safer's Insecticidal Soap is a unique 
formulation that effectively kills plant pests. It 
can be used safely indoors and outdoors 
around people, pets and the environment 
because it contains no petrochemical 
pesticides. 

J Hfl Hardware} 

Serving the Gulf 
Islands since 1907. 

Phone 537-5551 M O U A T ' S 



8 S P R I N G T I M E IN T H E I S L A N D S Wednesday, March 6, 1985 

House wiring standards set out in electrical code 
Running lines for electric power 

requires three permits, at least two 
inspections and can cost up to $90 
for the permits. 

The first permit covers the 
placement of a temporary power 
pole. The cost is $15. The electrical 
inspector, who works for the 
ministry of labour and not B .C . 

Hydro, consults with officials of the 
department of highways on the 
location of the pole and the lines 
running to the property. 

The electrical permit for the 
house wiring can cost up to $65 
depending upon the estimated cost 
of the materials used in the electrical 
system. The permit can be used by 

the p rope r ty owner i f the 
construction of the home is a do-it-
yourself project. 

Or an electrical contractor can be 
called in. 

When const ruct ion of the 
building reaches the point where the 
building inspector comes to check 
out the framing of the house, the 
electrical system must be in place. 

Highways requires permit 
The property is ideal and the 

location of the building affords a 
great view but the department of 
highways wants to know and must 

approve how you get from the road 
to the house. 

The access permit, while needed 
carries no cost. 

Fireplace permit 
For the privilege of sitting in front 

of a crackling fire, the home builder 
must first obtain a permit to build 
the fireplace. 

The f i rep lace , whether of 
masonry or metal, along with the 
chimney adds $1,600 to the value of 
the building which translates into a 
permit fee of $29. 

If the flue for a furnace runs up 
the same chimney, add $500 to the 
total value and expect to pay $38 for 
the permit. But if you have decided 
to forget the fireplace in favour of 
just a furnace, the value of the 
chimney is $500 and the permit for it 
would be $12. 

The application for the permit 
must go to the building inspector 
and design details of the fireplace 
and the chimney must accompany 
it. The facility is inspected by the fire 
chief. 

The inspection involves looking 
for such things as clearances from 
combustible materials as well as 
ensuring that the chimney clears the 
peak of the roof. 

Information needed on the 
a p p l i c a t i o n inc ludes a legal 
descr ipt ion of the property, 
proposed use of the building as well | 
as who the builder and the masonry 

contractor will be. 
A n inspection is needed for the 

hearth to look at the way the 
fireplace is to be supported. That 
inspection is required before 
concrete is poured. 

Plumbing 
Part of the process of gaining 

approval for the newly constructed 
house is an okay from the plumbing 
inspector. 

For each fixture up to 10, the 
permit costs $10. After that, each 
additional fixture adds $7 to the 
permit value. To have a hot water 
storage tank costs another $5 and if 
you install a drain system to take 
away the run-off from the roof there 
is another $5 added on to the permit 
value. 

The plumbing inspector, who in 
the Gulf Islands is also the building 
inspector, comes to look at the 
p lumbing system when it is 
installed. That would be when the 
framing and siding of the outside of 
the house is complete but the inside 
walls have not yet been put up to 
hide the pipes and whatnot. 

Before the building permit is 
issued, the home builder must show 
that an application for an access 
permit has been made to the 
highways officials. 

The application for an access 
permit must include several pieces 
of information. The highways 
department inspector will visit the 
property to check the information 
as well as to check various other 
things such as sight-lines, culvert 
positions, grades of the road and the 
driveway and the general safety of 
the proposed entrance to the 
property. 

Along with the application, a 
sketch of the property and 
s u r r o u n d i n g area must be 
submitted. 

The sketch should show the full 
legal description of the property, the 
speed limits in the vicinity, which 
direction is north, the distance from 
the driveway to the nearest side road 
or the edge of the property, the 
width of the roads in the vicinity, the 
other driveways of neighbouring 
properties, the dimensions and area 
of the property, as well as the full 
names of the roads in the area and 
the distance to the nearest town or 
road junction. 

The driveway, to gain approval, 
must be 20 feet (nine metres) wide. 

The department of highways 
officials claim that the process from 
application to issuance of the access 
permit can be accomplished 
quickly. The home builder can't 
begin to build the driveway until the 
access permit has been issued. 

'GLIDDEN PAINTS 
NOW ON SALE! 

W e h a v e a l l y o u r p a i n t & d e c o r a t i n g n e e d s : 
• Electrical 
• Oak Towel Bars, Soap Dish, 

• Glidden Paints 
• Flecto Varathanes & Stains 
• Ceramic Tile Paper Towel Holders 

L WALLPAPER - Over 200 books to choose from 
see our In-Stock Specials! 7 

• Carpets & vinyl flooring 
• Venetian Blinds • Vertical Blinds 

L Carpet and vinyl 
installation available 7 Z Painting and wallpaper 

service available 

COLOUR 
Decorating Centre 

Located at Sidney Super Foods 
6 5 6 - 2 2 0 2 

7 

That's when the electrical inspector 
comes to check things out. 

The standards for wiring the 
house are set out in the electrical 
code, . 

If the inspector finds faults in the 
system, he will order correction and 
return later to see if things are right. 
After the second visi t , each 
subsequent visit for correction of 
faults carries a cost of $13. 

The inspector comes back for a 
last check when the house is 

completed. If he okays the system, 
the regular power line can be strung 
to the house. B.C. Hydro levies a 
charge of $10 for that permit. 

In addition to inspecting the 
wiring system for new houses, the 
electrical inspector will look at older 
homes as well. Cost of that 
inspection is set at $25. The 
inspector will check the system to 
find any faults if the homeowner or 
potential purchaser is nervous 
about the wiring. 

NOW IS THE TIME... 
to have the inside or outside 
of your house painted! 

Cal l today for a free estimate. 

G e r r y M . C o e r s P a i n t i n g 
Phone 537-2034 

Specialists in Stained Glass 

Nutcracker Studios 
custom designs for 

residential and commercial installations 
• windows • doors • lamps 

Stained Glass adds Elegance 

537-2186 

Interior 
alkyd 
semi-gloss 
enamel 
White (139-110) 

$16?9 

or less for 4 litres 

Interior 
latex 
semi-gloss 
enamel 
White (179-no) 

$ 1 5 99 
or less for 4 litres 

Interior 
latex 
enamel 
undercoater 
White (189-H2) 
$15." 
or less for 4 litres 

smn 
Free tinting in the 250 pastel shades of the Decorama Selector 

Ending March 30, 1985 

GUM'S'I m: I U SUPPUJ 
McPhillips Ave. 537-5733 
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Cabinets are more than just functional boxes 
Cabinets come in a variety of 

sizes, shapes and styles depending 
upon the use to which they are put. 

When properly made, cabinets 
become more than just functional 
boxes: they become part of the 
decor of the home. 

Factory-built cabinets may be 
relatively inexpensive but they have 
drawbacks. Generally, the factory 
models are constructed from 

particle board with a laminated 
surface. . 

Another limitation comes when 
the space must be made to fit the 
factory-built cabinet. But when a 
cabinet maker is called in, the results 
are cabinets which fit the space. 

Another benefit of hiring a 
cabinet maker is the service offered 
in such areas as repairs when 
needed. 

The wood for a cabinet is chosen 
for the colour, grain and finish. 
Most cabinets are made from 
hardwoods such as oak, black 
walnut and occasionally mahogany. 

David Fewings is a cabinet maker 
doing business in the Gulf Islands. 
He explained that a knowledge of 
what various woods can do as well 
as what those woods can't do is an 
essential part of a cabinet maker's 

job. 
The doors and facing of the 

cabinet are generally of hardwood 
while the case, being hidden, can be 
constructed from plywood. 

The cabinets are attached to the 
wall with screws counter-sunk and 
covered with a plug to hide them. 
When attached by screws to the 
studs of the wall, the hanging 
cabinet needs no bracing. 

Softwoods have some application 
in cabinet making although some, 
such as cedar, are fragile. Fewings 
noted that alder could be used for 
cabinets. 

The door of a cabinet looks 
deceptively simple. It consists of a 
frame with a panel insert. The panel 

is free-floating to a l low for 
expansion and contraction of the 
wood without warping the door. 

Two pieces of wood, with the 
grain running across, form the top 
and bottom of the door. Those 
pieces are known as rails. The two 
pieces of wood at the sides of the 
door, with the grain running 
vertically, are known as stiles. 

The joints are nailed and glued 
but if they are mortice and tenon, 
there is less need for nails. 

Fewings commented, "The nails 
are there to hold the case until the 
glue dries." 

The finished product can be 
stained to bring out the natural 
colour and grain of the wood. 

A. R. HARDIE & ASSOCIATES 
BRITISH COLUMBIA LAND S U R V E Y O R S 

P.O Box 3, Ganges, Salt Spring Island 
A R. Hardie, B.C.L.S. 

537-5502 i 

Cabinet maker David Fewings 

DRYWALL 
SALTSPRING INTERIORS 

FREE ESTIMATES ON 
• RENOVATIONS or NEW WORK 

• RESIDENTIAL or COMMERCIAL 
DRYWALLING with machines; INSULATING & vapour barrier; TEXTURE 

ceilings & walls; VINYL BOARD & STEEL STUDDING: PRIMING of wallboard 
SERVING ONLY THE GULF ISLANDS FOR 9 YEARS 

Brian Little _ _ _ _ 
Box 476, Ganges 537 -25W 

Construction down 
in islands hist year 

Construction slowed in the Gulf 
Islands last year with 128 building 
permits being issued for 143 
dwellings having a value of 
$9,056,323. 

In 1983, there were 190 permits 
for dwellings and the value stood at 
$14,228,245. In addition, last year 
there were 21 permits for 
commercial projects compared to 14 
commercial permits the year before. 

For dwellings, the difference in 
the number of permits and the 
number of dwellings comes about at 
Salt Spring where seven permits had 
been issued for 22 multiple-family 
dwellings. 

The totals for that island for the 
year show 60 building permits 
issued for 75 dwellings and a further 
17 commercial project permits for a 
value of $4,955,126. In 1983, there 
had been 99 dwelling unit permits 
with 10 commercial permits valued 
at $8,511,228. 

The construction scene at the 
Outer Gulf Islands shows a similar 
decline. 

In 1984, 68 dwelling unit permits 
and four commercial permits with a 
value of $4,101,197 had been issued. 
In 1983, there had been 91 permits 
for homes and four commercial 
permits valued at $5,717,017. 

A breakdown by island shows the 
differences. The numbers in 
brackets represent figures from 
1983. 

A t G a l i a n o , a c t i v i t y had 
increased slightly with 20 (19) 
dwelling unit permits and two (one) 
commercial permits having a value 
of $1,167,946 ($1,184,327). 

On the other hand, building 
activity on Mayne Island dropped. 
There were only seven (20) dwelling 
unit permits and one (one) 
commercial project permits issued. 
The value had been set at $583,719 

For Pender permit values for the 
y e a r s t o o d at $ 1 , 8 2 0 , 2 3 9 
($2,408,507) for 28 (37) dwelling 
unit permits and a commercial 
permit (two). 

Construction at Saturna held a 
value of $370,976 ($720,158) with 
nine (15) permits for homes. There 
were no commercial permits issued 
in either year. 

Also included in the 1984 figures 
were four houses, valued at 
$148,317, which were built on the 
smaller islands. 

H e d g e h o g 

B u l l d o z i n g & E x c a v a t i n g L t d . 
• Basements • Driveways • Septic Systems • Ponds • Lot Improvements 

• Materials • Selective Clearing • Subdivision Development 

Laurie A. Hedger 
537-9311 

Pat Byron 
Box 156, Ganges, B.C. VOS 1 EO 

Windsor Plywood 
BUILDING SUPPLIES 

• Kitchen Cabinets 
• Jacuzzi Spas 

• Mini Venetian Blinds 
Pleated Verosol Blinds 

• Wall Coverings 
• Ceramic Tile 

• Ozite Flooring 

N o w In Stock 
A Complete Line Of 

PLUMBING 
SUPPLIES 

• Building Packages 
Doors • Windows 

• Hardware 
• Moulding 

• Hardwoods 
• Concrete Products 

• Plywood 

"We pride ourselves on service' 

Windsor PLYWOOD Valcourt Centre 5 3 7 - 5 5 7 9 
HIGHWAY 

I VMX0URT ^ 

WINDSOR M 
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Every heat source has advantages, disadvantages 
Heat ing the home can be 

accomplished in a variety of ways 
but each heat source has both 
advantages and disadvantages. 

Wood, oil , electricity, propane, 
the sun and even the air can be the 
source of home heat. The heating 
appliance can be anything from a 
baseboard heater, an airtight stove, 
to a furnace. 

A recent trend in home heating is 
to utilize one appliance as the main 
source of heat with a second as a 
back-up. 

Prices range from 40e per pound 
for propane, $70 a cord for wood to 
$1.77 per gallon for fuel oil . 
Electricity bears a cost of about 20c 
per kilowatt-hour. 

B a s e b o a r d heaters , e i the r 
portable or installed along the wall, 
allow for heating control in each 
room. Some portable heaters 
require more power to run and 
consequently add to the Hydro bil l . 

The units can be controlled in 
each room which offers the 
advantage of comfort. A problem 
can arise when the unit does not 
contain a fan to distribute air. 

As heat rises to the ceiling a 
ceiling fan can be installed to 
overcome the problem. 

Electricity can also be used in a 
forced-air furnace. A central 

thermostat controls the output of 
the furnace and a fan circulates the 
heated air through a system of ducts 
to each room. 

The electric furnace can be used in 
tandem with either a wood-burning 
or an oil furnace. One unit is used as 
the main source of heat for the 
house. The second unit is back-up. 

The relative costs of fuel dictate 
wood or electricty as the main unit 
while the oil furnace would be on 
standby. 

The drawback with a wood 
furnace, which would probably be 
the most economical system, is the 
need to keep it stoked. 

A second disadvantage of the 
wood system could arise in the 
ductwork. Wood burns at a high 
temperature and care must be taken 
to ensure that the distribution syste., 
running through walls and under 
floors, has sufficient clearance to 
guard against over-heating. 

The main disadvantage of oil as a 
fuel is the cost. 

The sun can also supply heat to 
the home. The solar system can be 
either passive or active. The active 
system requires a mechanical 
distribution system to move the 
collected heat to a storage container 
for use when needed. 

The passive solar system uses the 

Butler Butler Brothers 

Fence Products 

Spring Specials 
•FARM FENCE SPECIALS* 

726-6. 330 ft. roil 79.95 
1 047-6 (Heavy) 330 ft. roll . . 119.95 
2060-6 166 « . roii 84.95 2 

Barb Wire uva ga. 0 _ A _ 
double strand. 1320 ft. roll 3 7 . 9 5 

PAINTED 
* T-POSTS * 

6 ft 3.05ea. 
8 ft 3.95ea. 

* ELECTRIC FENCING * 
Electric fence posts 1.49 ea. 
Super Hornet Deluxe 110 v fence 69.95 
* Round Pressure Treated Posts* 
2V2" X 6 ft 2.09 ea. 

3-4" X 7 ft 2.85 ea. 

PLUS many in-store specials! 
VANCOUVER ISLAND'S LARGEST 

ONE-STOP FENCE SHOP 

Butler Brothers 
Butler 2 0 4 6 Keating X R d . 

Mon.-Sat. 8-5:30 652-2412 

house itself as part of the storage 
system. 

For solar heating, the house 
should be well insulated and 
windows should be double or triple-
glazed. 

A heat pump draws heat from the 
air and can be used as either a home 
heating or cooling system. It works 
in similar fashion to a refrigerator. 

Heat from the air is absorbed by an 
evaporator coil and transferred to a 
condenser coi l and distributed 
through a forced air system to the 
house. 

In summer, the system can be 
reversed to cool the house. 

The disadvantages are in high 
initial costs. If the system is not used 
in summer to cool the house, it 

becomes inefficient. In addition, the 
system requires defrosting when 
condensation accumulates on the 
evaporator coil. 

Propane, as a source of heating 
fuel, can be used in a furnace or in a 
space heater. The relative low cost 
admits to its use in preference to oil 
although the need to recharge the 
tank is a disadvantage. 

Join us in celebrating 

Special Savings 
of up to 

45% 
OFF 

on items in stock! 

Rubber back carpets 

595 
& up 

BURLINGTON SPECIALS: 
• W I N D S W E P T 

• M Y S T I C M O M E N T S 
• G R A N D E P I C 

• M Y S T I C G R A N D E U R 
• A N D R E A S U P R E M E 

LTD. 
6961 Island Highway, Duncan, B.C. (across from the Municipal Haio 

Call collect 748-2581 



S P R I N G T I M E IN T H E I S L A N D S Wednesday, March 6, 1985 11 

Spring about one month late this year 
Way down in the deep south of 

this island — my favourite place, by 
the way — spring seems to be about 
one month late this year. This is not 
unusual; an hour, a day, a week, it 
does not matter; everything is late at 
this end. I am used to it by now. 

It is a bit of a bother, at times, to 
find that I am an hour late when I 
arrive up north in Ganges, for 
instance. One learns to live with this 
sort of thing after a while, and to 
make allowances. It gets even worse 
the farther north one goes; at our 
place, the winter aconites, our 
infallible harbingers of spring, have 
just now unfolded their shiny yellow 
blossoms, fully three weeks later 
than at Vesuvius. 

It is a constant wonder, though, 
to see how faithfully the brave little 
blossoms follow the daily course of 
the sun; like living sun dials, they 
open up east in the morning and 
close down west in the evening. It is 
as if they could see, and move 
accordingly. Encouraged by the 
winter aconites, snowdrops follow 
almost immediately, to accent the 
aconite yellow with their fragrant 
white blossoms. And with the 
season thus tested and found safe, 
the more cautiously inc l ined 
crocuses pop up all over, in 
suddenly wild abandon to a riot of 
colour. 

In the meantime, the winter 
blooming varieties of the evergreen 
heathers have made light of our 
winter with their hardy spikes of 
white, pink or purple blossoms. 

Only the glorious gobs of colourful 
primroses are still biding their time, 
at least at our place, in entirely 
uncharacteristic anticipation of 
better times to come. I really don't 
know what they are up to this year. 

Usually this irreverent bunch of 
bloomers can be counted upon to 
blossom anytime starting in 
December, with some late bloomers 
dallying well into June. And as what 
passes for winter in these parts 
slowly fades into the mists of 
memory, so do some highlights of 
that season. Valdy's sixth annual 
"Come all ye old turkeys" Boxing 
Day potluck boogie at Beaver Point 
Hall was one of those. 

At one time there were more 
mus ic ians than pa r t i c ipan t s , 
although the love of my life had to 
go home and get more food for 
those who had come unprepared. 
This was undoubtedly the best of all 
boogies, and what turned out to be 
an almost private performance by 
Valdy and an excellent bunch of 
musicians for those few lucky ones 
who found their way to the hall. The 
St. Valentine's boogie at the same 
hall drew more people, a whole 
bunch of kids, and one laid-back 
dog, as usual. St i l l , there was lots of 
room for dancing, and why Huckle 
is not playing with Pink Floyd is a 
mystery. Until this boogie, I had 
never seen an enthusiastic bunch of 
dancers slow down, then stop, to 
listen utterly mesmerized to Huckle 
and his guitar, over Rick Nunez' 
base and Doug Rhodes' driving 

beat. 
These are only some of the 

pleasures of the south end, its 
people, and its seasons. With the 
coming of spring, Betsy has taken 
up her constitutional patrols of the 
road and its ditches again, massive 
udder swinging ponderously a 
hand's width above the ground. It is 
said that another neighbour, whose 
lawn she regularly crops and 
fertilizes, has milked her on 
occasion in partial payment for the 
fodder thus provided. One has to be 
ever so careful, these spring days, 
when driving to and from home, of 
the placid ewes followed by frisky, 
brand new and black-faced lambs, 
as they tread and scamper along the 
road in search of greener pastures 
far from home. 

In our first year here, when our 
daughter was only two, we 
discovered two of these cuddly, curl-
covered baby lambs on our compost 
pile, to our joy and delight. Since 
then we had many an occasion to 
pat, to cuddle, and to laugh at the 
antics of these bouncy and 
frolicking spirits of spring, in the 
garden, on the road, and just about 
anywhere at all. On the lake, one 
flock of mallards sits Jined up on the 
swimming dock, while another flock 
marches, in serious single file, and 
according to strict duck status, from 
one large spring puddle to another 
in the bottom meadow. 

Now totally preoccupied with the 
prerogatives and formalities of the 

•": -—-—1—: — 
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New house taking shape on Salt Spring 

AFFORDABLE QUALITY 
CONSTRUCTION 

CHRIS MARKS 
CONSTRUCTION 

(GENERAL CONTRACTORS) 

Box 1566, Ganges Tel 537-2453 

mating season, each male is 
faithfully followed by his mate, 
while they dabble in the shallow 
waters and squabble over proximity 
to the wrong mate. But our 
favourite and .. most cherished 
harbingers of spring are the frogs in 
the lake, a throng of accomplished 
and enthusiastic vocalists. 

Around about February they 
begin their first tentative rehearsals 
for their massive nighttime concerts 
later on. Unlike an all-night rock 

concert, although fully as loud, 
there are thousands of t iny 
performers and only a handful of 
appreciative listeners. 

There are two choirs actually; one 
on the near side, and the other on 
the far side, spelling each other in 
elegant transitions, or singing in 
massively ponderous unison, to turn 
the air dense in reverberating stereo, 
with their rhythmic proclamation 
that spring is here, and that all is 
well. 

TAYLOR'S 
NORTH END PLUMBING 

Serving Salt Spring Island — Commercial & Residential 

VACUUM SYSTEMS INSTALLED 

Ben Taylor 30 years North Beach Rd. 
537-9352 experience R.R. 1, Ganges 

Alcan Building Products 

ENCLOSURES A A, 
AND SUNROOMS 

ABCO 
THE WEATHER STOPPERS LTD. 

YOUR NO. 1 A L C A N DEALER 

Call collect: 384-2226 
5 6 2 David St. , V ictor ia , B.C. 
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Mobile home most common type of pre-fabricated home 
Some people are in a hurry. Not 

for them the tedious wait making up 
their minds and the possible delay in 
completing a new dwelling. They 
bring the new home, already built, 
right on to the site. 

Prefabricated homes come in a 
variety of styles. 

Most common type of ready-
made home is the mobile home. The 
offspring of the long house trailer, 
the mobile home came into being on 
remote construction sites, where 
instant housing was needed to 
accommodate workers. The mobile 

home grew from a narrow five foot 
structure to the 25 foot wide by 70 
and more feet long of the "double-
wide" unit. 

There are restrictions in most 
parts of the province on the use of 
such homes. In the islands a home is 
a home is a home. As long as it 
conforms to the various codes a 
mobile home may be set up 
anywhere in the islands. 

A number of properties, however, 
are sold with a restrictive covenant 
prohibiting the use of such homes. 

There are also a number of mobile 

Sign of spring 

NEED A HAND? 

DELIBERATE 
FABRICATIONS 

A COMPLETE CONTRACTING SERVICE 
BOX 635, GANGES 

home parks here where a home-site 
is leased. There is provision for 
water, power and sewage disposal 
on each site and the home becomes a 
properly founded permanent home. 
It may yet be removed it the lease 
should be terminated. 

The prospective purchaser of a 
mobile home, new or used, should-
acquaint himself with all regional 
a n d p r o v i n c i a l r e g u l a t i o n s 
governing their location, their use 
and the land tax regulations. 

The wise homemaker who is 
contemplating the purchase of a 
mobile home might do a lot worse 
than discussing their experiences 
with the owners of existing homes. 
By this means he can relate the 
initial purchase price of a mobile 
home to its amenities and structural 
qualities. 

The conventional mobile home, 
designed to be drawn to its site 
behind a tractor, is not the only pre
fabricated home. Others are less 
clearly pre-fabricated and are 
usually indistinguishable from a 
conventional home. 

T h e r e are a n u m b e r of 
manufacturers of package homes, 
whereby the owner buys the pieces, 
all marked for assembly and either 
builds it himself or engages a crew to 

set it up. 
The prefabricated wood homes 

range from solid cedar to a 
conventional siding exterior with 
interior panelling or wallboard. The 
range of designs and styles is 

unlimited. 
Prefabricated homes can be 

erected in a matter of days. 
Ready-made home may be 

erected on a basement or on a 
foundation. 

Have You Seen The New 
W MICRO MINI BLINDS? 

Call 

& Islander Drapery 537-5837 

B u r r i t t B r o s . C a r p e t s 
SPECIALIZING IN A COMPLETE SERVICE 

FOR YOUR FLOORING NEEDS. 
• In home selection • Lifetime workmanship guarantee 

• Total service package • Carpet cleaning support program 
• Contract prices for new construction 

A Family Business Since 1907 
ARLENE DASHWOOD - 537-5050 Mon to Sat 

Family Representative For the Gulf Islands 
Vancouver 3594 Main St. 879-8432 

TRELAWNEY CONTRACTING 
C. 11, RR 3, Crofton Rd., Ganges VOS 1E0 

Builders of quality & affordable homes. 
Remodelling & Renovating 
All types of Cement Work. 

For a fairly priced job done by experienced, qualified tradesmen, please call 

ED ARMSTRONG 
537-5229 

HARRY WILLIAMSON 
(cement work) 537-2322 

INFLATION FIGHTER SALE! 
PLYWOOD SALE 4' x 8' 

SHEETS 

1/4" OQQ 
Sanded 

"D" only V 

Sanded 1 095 
"D" only 1 im 

Good One 0 1 99 
Side only mm 1 

3/8" f\QQ 
Standard 
Sheathing W 

Standard 1 H50 
Sheathing 1 \J 

5/8" T&G * O Q Q 

Standard 739 
Sheathing 1 mm 

corner gr 

5'x7' ea.O 12' x 20' eaj 

ORANGE 
TARPS 

21 5 5 

28" 20 x 30'ea. 51 

BLUE 12' x 24' ea. 
2 4 9 5 

TARPS 30 x30'ea. 

4098 

15' x 20' ea. 

20' x 24' ea. 

24' x 40' ea. 

3g95 s*e* 

69" 
INDAL 

STORM 
DOORS 

White 
or brown. 
32", 34", 
36"x 80" 

97? 
exempt. 

SKYLIGHTS 
13995 

Clear 
thermal 2': 
skylight 4' 

PRESTO-TYPE 

LOGS B o
0f 83 4 9 

BUY 9 BOXES... 
GET 1 BOX FREE! 

m 
S P R U C E 
5/8" 
Standard 
Sheathing 

11" 
GYPROC 

4' x 8' x jm 
1/2" 7*0*1 
Per sheet 

Lumber Specials 
1" BOARDS 

1x2 common S4S 9*/ft. 
1x3 common S4S . . . lOt/ft. 
1x4 common S4S . . . l l i/ft. 
1x6x6' common fir 69< 
1x6x8' common fir 89* 
1x6x10' common fir 1.09 

STUDS 
2x4x92 lA econo only 79* 
2x4x8' utility only 1.19 
2x4x8' No. 1 only 1.55 
2x4x10' utility only 1.49 
2x4x12' utility only 1.79 
2x4x14' utility . only 2.09 

Open daily 
7:30-5:30 
Sundays 

9:30-4:30 SLEGG LUMBER 
Beacon & Fifth, Sidney Call 656-1125 

Try our 
convenient 

entrance from 
Safeway's 

parking lot. 


