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Cycling for every age and 
Brian Rowley of Fulford 

Cycling is for every age. 
Salt Spring cyclist was among six 

veteran pedallers who left Sidney 

Separate 
system to 
be examined 

At the request of the Salt Spring 
Island Sewer Alternatives Com
mittee the Gul f Islands School 
Board is looking for a consulting 
eng ineer to i nves t i ga t e the 
feasibility of a separate sewer 
system for the two Ganges schools. 

Members of the sewer commit
tee Dr . Norman Merkeley and 
Dave Skinner also offered to the 
board their collection of alterna
tive sewer brochures. 

In a letter which was read at the 
last board meeting Merkeley 
stated that the school district is the 
main polluter of the harbour. 

The sewer committee, which 
opposes the Capi ta l Regional 
Distr ic t ' s proposed centralized 
system for Ganges, has been 
advoca t ing separate smal le r 
systems for Lady Minto Hospital 
and the Ganges schools. 

The committee's suggestion met 
with the school trustees' unani
mous approval. 

on Friday last week on the first leg 
of their tour of British Columbia. 

Islander is Brian Rowley, of 
Fulford. 

The six men will ride an average 
of 120 km. daily, or about 2,400 
km. altogether. 

The cyclists range in age from 48 
to 64 years. They are members of 
the Sidney Velo Bicycle Club. 

They'll go as far east as Lake 
Louise and Jasper and then head 
back. Two wives, Stephanie Row
ley and Helen Thornton will travel 
with the cyclists. They will drive a 
van with camping gear and sup
plies. 

Consumers protesting condition 

Ill-favoured water is safe to 
drink say water board officials 

Water from St. M a r y L a k e is i l l -smel l ing and unpleasant to 
taste. It is clean and perfectly safe to dr ink, users have been 
assured. 

Trustees of N o r t h Salt Spr ing Waterworks Distr ict are agreed 
that there is a problem and a very serious problem facing them. 

There is, however, no instant remedy. Driftwood was to ld , 
a l though it is hoped that the new filter system wi l l make a 
difference. 

The condition of the water is due nutrients in the water. The small 
to a new series of algae, or plant life passes through the filter 
miniature weeds, which thrive on and finds its way into the pipes, 

June was 'definitely on wet side' 
reports Mayne Island weatherman 

New ferry 
building 

New ferry terminal building at 
Long Harbour makes a scenic 
picture through the arbutus trees. 

BY WALTER HUNT-SOWREY 

A record low for high temp
eratures was established on June 2 
when the mercury reached 13 de
grees C. 

June was a curious month, 
certainly not summer, but not quite 
winter. 

It was definitely on the wet side, 
not a record for the month, but 

quite close. There were four peri
ods of heavy and prolonged rain, 
the heaviest being the night of the 
16 and 17, when, with an evening 
and an early morning thunder
storm a quarter of our rain poured 
down. 

June has also given us a quarter 
of our rainfall so far this year. The 
reason for this is the same as last 
month, a persistent low-pressure 

Police action to be boosted 
in Active Pass in summer 

Active Pass will be active this-
year as augmented police patrols 
will be introduced as BC Ferry 
Corporation institutes an upgraded 
traffic control system. 

Boat traffic in Active Pass has 
been a matter of public concern for 
many years. 

This concern was accelerated 
when the Alberni rolled over on the 
rocks at Galiano in the western 
entrance to the pass, in August last 
year. 

When a ferry and a pleasure boat 
collided in the pass last October, 
the corporation asked for a ban on 

fishing in the pass. 
No action has been taken on that 

request, while Transport Minister 
Alex Fraser and Transport Minis
ter Jean Luc Pepin discuss the 
proposal. 

In the meantime Inspector BruCe 
Terkelson, of Victoria, has an
nounced that the pass will be 
patrolled by R C M P eight hours a 
day. He didn't specify the hours. 
There will be two police boats on 
patrol, the 36 ft. Advance and the 
R C M P cruiser Harveston. 

The Advance will put in five days 
a week and the Harveston, two. 

area oscillating between the Ore
gon and BC coasts. 

The surges of rain from this 
system produced measurable rain 
on over one-third of the month's 
days. Further, there were also a 
number of ' ' trace'' days; very light 
rain but not sufficient to record. 
NEAR SATURATION 

The low pressure area also gave 
two features of last month; very low 
pressures, and humidities. Only for 
very brief periods did we drop 
below three-quarters of saturation. 

The rain has certainly put mois
ture in the land, and what crops 
survived the earlier drought, may 
catch up somewhat, but the early 
lack of soil moisture has given a 
rather dismal garden picture for 
the month. The same applies to the 
hay crop, which will probably be 
low in protein, and hard to get dry 
enough to bale with the short dry 
periods. 

One thing is very noticeable as I 
glance out of the window...the 
grass is green, and not brown as it 
is so frequently on the first of July. 
MINIMAL 

Forest fire danger should be at a 
minimum for at least the next three 
weeks, unless there is a period of 

Turn to Page Two 

Health 
picture 
healthy 

Mayne Health Centre is look
ing healthy. 

When the nurse at Mayne Island 
protested her being called out on 
days off, the health committee of 
the Capital Regional Board agreed 
to look into the matter. 

It was also agreed last month 
that a relief nurse should be 
engaged to cover weekends. 

Last week the committee heard a 
report from the medical officer of 
health, Dr. A .S . Arneil that a 
doctor will be on the island three 
days a week in future and that the 
nurse who raised the question has 
resigned. 

The region is still hoping to find 
a doctor on a full-time basis for 
Mayne Island, but in the meantime 
will seek to replace the nurse. 

Arrangements will be made for 
the new three-day doctor to use the 
Health Centre at Mayne. In addi
tion, it is hoped to have a new 
nurse by August. 

where it dies and decays to cause 
the unpleasant characteristics now 
familiar to users. 

Protection of the lake water is 
the real answer, but this is beyond 
the reach of trustees, explained , 
trustees. 

Two alternative procedures are 
both expensive and delayed. The 
water users can/install highly 
complex treatment plants at consi
derable cost in the hope of combat
ting the problem, or they can, in 
the case of the North Salt Spring 
district, install new pipelines and 
interconnect the Maxwell and St. 
Mary Lake systems. 

Only immediate answer offered 
is the installation of individual 
filters to drinking water at the 
homeowner's expense. 

Consumers, in numbers, are 
protesting the stench of the water. 
There are four water districts 
drawing supplies from the lake and 
complaints of the water have been 
increasing in recent weeks. 

Measures are being taken to 
combat the offensive water, offi
cials assured Driftwood this week. 
A new filtration system is on order 
and expected in the next several 
weeks. It will still take time to 
install because it is part of an 
updating program and accompa
nies the installation of new pumps. 
SMELL IT! 

Alex Laing, of Harrison Ave. 
sent Driftwood a jar of tap water. 

"Smell i t !" he urged, "How 
would you like to wash your face in 
that?" 

The water was evil-smelling with 
a swampy aroma. 

The trustees are well aware of 
the problems. Both Bud Kreissl 
and Ken Patrick agreed that the 
trouble is evident. Neither could 
come up with a snap answer. 

The odour and offensive taste of 
the water are not indications of 

I Turn to Page Fourteen 

Permit was 
at fault 
he charges 

The problems of sewage disposal 
facing Greenwoods at Ganges were 
brought on by the health authori
ties, charges Dr. Norman Merke
ley, of Ganges. 

Dr. Merkeley showed Driftwood 
a copy of the original application 
for a sewage disposal system. The 
application cited 50 beds with an 
anticipated flow of 2,500 gallons 
per day. 

According to the. Health Act, a 
rest home requires provision for a 
flow of 150 gallons per bed, or a 
total daily flow of 7,500 gallons. 

The permit should never have 
been issued, he told Driftwood. 
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Second year at Pender 
for Farmers' Market 

Saturday July 5, at the Driftwood 
Centre, Pender Islands Farmers' 
Market opened for the 1980 sum
mer. This is the second year of 
operation. 

The Farmers' Market is spon
sored by the Farmers' Institute. 
Mrs. Joyce Jones, vice-president of 
the Institute and her husband, 
Frank Jones are co-conveners. 

Mrs. Helena Turner is president 
of the Institute; Jim Dunn, treasur
er and Jeri Bass, secretary. This 
executive is assisted by many 
members of the institute. They 
anticipate an even bigger and 
better market the second year of 
operation. It looks like this is going 

to happen, as, while the garden 
produce was somewhat scarce the 
first day, no doubt due to the past 
six weeks of rainy weather, the 
handicrafts were excellent, the 
quantity and quality surpassing the 
first year. 

Pender Islands Farmers' Market 
insist that everything offered for 
sale must be grown or made on the 
Islands. 

The Market will operate every 
Saturday, opening at 9.30 am at 
Driftwood Centre until Labour Day. 

The hand-made wooden clocks 
and magnificent coffee table made 
by resident Alex Niemi this past 
winter were an unique feature of 
the first day. 

Mayne weather F r°m p^° 
no cloud and real drought. 

When one looks back over the 
years and remembers the summers 
of large forest fires, particularly the 
one around Campbell River in 
1938, when the sun remained 

ne 

clouded over for at least six weeks, 
we have many causes for thanks. 

I am finishing this article around 
six in the afternoon of Dominion 
Day, and it has been a near perfect 
holiday. 

Mayne Island weather for June, 1980 
1980 1979 1978 

Rainfall 97.3 mm 19.6 mm 8.4 mm 
Rainfall to date 370.0 mm 252.0 mm 343.6 mm 
Days with Rain 12 7 4 
Total to date 87 62 81 
Maximum Temperature 23° C . 27° C. 29° C . 
Minimum Temperature 9° C. 6° C . 8° C . 
Maximum Pressure 29.71" 29.91" 30.00" 
Minimum Pressure 29.44" 29.51" 29.54" 
Maximum Humidity 78% 80% 
Minimum Humidity 74% 70% 

Phillip Swift 
British Columbia Land Surveyor 

r~ , » T , 653-4326 
RR1 Fulford Harbour Access: 537-9422 

J . LANGDON LOGGING LTD. 

• Includes all phases 6f 
logging operation 

• Free estimates of timber 
value on your property 

• Guaranteed completion date 

• References available 

Phone 653-4327 evenings «„ 

JC 

TlCrOTS 

These scenes were taken last 
weekend by Eleanor Harrison at 
the opening of the Farmers' 
Market this year. 

Fined $30 

MARR ACCOUNTING 
(Also Chamber of Commerce Business Information Centre) 

corner of Rainbow Rd. & Lower Ganges Rd. 

5 3 7 - 5 5 5 7 

Possession of liquor cost a Salt 
Spring Island girl $30 in provincial 
court last week. 

Dianne Mary Geary, 17, of 
Fernwood Road pleaded guilty to 
the charge which resulted from an 
incident at the Beaver Point 
Community Hall on the night of 
Apr i l 25. 

Geary claimed ownership of two 
bottles of beer which police found 
on the floor of the car Geary had 
been sitting in. 

TUPPER HOLDINGS LTD. 
General Contractor & Designer 

Drafting Service 
P .O. Box 78 539-2780 Mayne Island, B .C. 

There's 
tots 

more!! 

GOOD NEWS 

ROY LEE 
PETROLEUMS LTD. 

Heating Oils 
Bulk Services 

For convenience, bills may be 
paid at Salt Spring Lands 

office or mailed to: 
Roy Lee Petroleums Ltd., 

Box 489, Ganges, B.C. 

653-4414 

F U L F O R D I N N 
Weekend Suppertime Special 

Pork Chops 
with a pocket of bread stuffing with cheese & mushrooms, 
oven-roasted potatoes, vegetable, salad bar and dessert. 

Entertainment: 
(note change this week) 

Deborah Petryga & Jan Dudley 
NEW BLUE HERON ROOM HOURS: 9 am to 10 pm DAILY 

NOTE: This Saturday only (July 12), from 6 pm on, the Blue Heron 
Room will be CLOSED in appreciation to the Salt Spring Island 

Volunteer Fire Department. OPEN AS USUAL ON SUNDAY. 

Coming next week - July 15-19 
Chris MacDonald 

C o m e stay with us at the Fulford Inn, at the head of Fulford Harbour. 
— FULLY APPOINTED ROOMS — 

653-4432 
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Water is the name of the game, but poetry sneaks into the picture 
from time to time; like. 

Algae met a bear: 
The bear met Algae. 
The bear was bulgae 
The stink was Algae! 

* * * 
If the world ever needs an example of the danger of monopoly, 

surely the sad tale of the British automotive industry is that. 
» * * 

He was 17 and infected with wanderlust. He wandered west on a bus 
and ha'd found work on Vancouver Island. Next year it will be Europe, 
but he had to reach 18 to take part in the opportunities available, he 
explained. At school in Quebec he had been a "Non"man, but he had 
been among the minority. It was not his taking part, at the age of 17, 
that hit home. It was his wide range of concerns. Secession will come, 
he asserted with all the didactic firmness of youth. The PQ went in 
with a 41% vote and the "Oui's" went down to defeat with a41% vote. 
He is a Non man, but not a provincial Liberal. Warmly, even 
passionately, a Trudeau supporter, he does not warm to Ryan. But it 
was not his fluency in Canadian affairs that astounded me. It was the 
combination of age and fluency. 

* » * 
I wept when I read the graduation program for Gulf Islands 

Secondary School. There it was in clear print: "... open to any student 
who is furthering their education." Who are they? Or who is They? But 
my grief was assuaged when I received a copy of the program, 
corrected by Principal Bob McWhirter. 

It isn't often you come across a man like Brian Logan. For a long 
time he has cursed and wept over shortage of water at his home. He 
purchased an aged sports Ford truck to haul water wherever he could 
get it. Then, a few weeks ago, he worked on his old well and found a 
new How of water. But he didn't sit back in his living room to enjoy his 
newfound water as a mixer. He worked out a system for supplying his 
neighbour with water because the man next door was in worse state 
than he was. There aren't many neighbours like that! 1 hope 1 don't run 
out of water in a hurry, but who knows, I might run short of Scotch 
some time and get him to.pipe me some. And I know he would help 
because Logan never ignores a neighbour in trouble. 

It just happens that I know why the two western Cabinets came 
together this week. The highways minister, Alex Fraser, has pressed 
Premier Bennett for the joint meeting to have more heft in his call for a 
report on Active Pass from the federal minister, Jean Luc Pepin. The 
two governments are planning to press for a greater awareness of the 
hazards of water travel on the west coast. 

* * * 
1 figure Dick Toynbee must eat more than I do. He was in the 

bakery shop before 1 got there and he was still buying bread after 1 left. 
» * * 

It wasn't David Toynbee with the strong wrists. It was Mark Owen. 
When Bryan Smith couldn't eat a weed it was the latter who came to 
the rescue and dismantled his weed-eater. 

Island Well Drilling Ltd. 
" R e d Williams" 

Serving the Gulf Islands since 1959 
AIR ROTARY EQUIPMENT 

OWNER-OPERATOR 
Call Collect: 2 4 5 - 2 0 7 8 

Eleanor Harrison's picture of the presentation to Alex Gray. 

WHERE ELSE COULD IT BE FOUND? 
BY ELEANOR HARRISON 

Where else, but on the Gulf Islands 
could a party be held like the one 
that took place at the Legion on 
Saturday evening, June 28? 

It was called "Alex Gray Appre
ciation Night" and tickets were 
sold to almost 100 Penderites, who 
enjoyed the chance to say thank 
you to Alex, who has given 
unstintingly of his time to the 
Legion, and is highly esteemed by 
all who know him. 

The orchestra composed of Bob 
Allison, Dick Tallman, Jeff Kirby, 
Phyllis Hambly and Joe Klein 
played for dancing. 

The Pender Promenaders enter
tained with a square dancing 
routine and the L . A . supplied chili 
con carne. 

Jack Little, president of the 
Legion and the executive presented 
Alex with a watercolour picture of a 
Pender landmark painted by Ora 
Symes. 

Libby Leicht, past president and 
Gerry Sewell, president of the 
Ladies' Auxiliary, presented the 

Alternatives 
Dr. Norman Merkeley offered 

more information from the United 
States Environment Protection A-
gency Service this week. 

The retired Ganges doctor quo
ted the service's publication, A l 
ternative Systems for Small Com
munities and Rural Areas. 

i "You must consider alterna
tives. E P A can't approve a central 
system plan submitted after Sept
ember 30, 1978, unless the com
munity shows it considered alter
native plans," warns the agency. 

Opening early July . . . 
Salt Spring Island's FIRST 

AUTOMOTIVE 
Parts & Accessories store 
& Machine Shop service 
Watch for opening date! 

guest of honour with an engraved 
pen-and-pencil set, on behalf of the 
Auxiliary. 

After the assembled group sang 
"For he's a jolly good fellow", 

Alex replied with a thank-your'all 
speech, which could be entitled, 
"Who is this Alex Gray, anyway?" 
to the amuserr^it of the assembled 
group. 

^^xxvxm^%iiHiiiiifrff##///^/m^ 

| Ganges Harbour | 
^ Groceries Ltd. ^ 

OPEN A L L DAY — EVERY DAY 

| Top Quality | 
| Fresh Food 

Merchandise 
§ 

12 hours a day - 7 days a week 
9 am - 9 pm 

537-2460 I 
t f n n 

CERAMIC TILE 
Sales: Visit our showroom to see 
hundreds of tile samples from all 
over the world. Representing every 
major Vancouver tile distributor. 
Newest mastics, colour grouts and 
epoxies for easy maintenance and 
lasting beauty. 
Professional Installation in 
over 300 Gulf Island homes and 
businesses. Help for the do-it-your
selfer with kits, equipment rentals 
and information for our customers. 

\jr\os5 vezeRian- tile s e t t e r 
537-9222 426 Robinson Rd., Ganges 

file:///jr/os5
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Water, water, everywhere ... 
The problem of St . M a r y Lake water is not one that affects only 

the users of that water for domestic purposes. It affects a l l the 
island. 

The trustees of the N o r t h Salt S p r i n g Island Waterworks 
Dis t r ic t have long since sounded the warn ing bell , but there was 
none to listen. 

The quali ty of the water has been maintained, and any 
challenge regarding the safety of the water should be addressed to 
the ministry of health, rather than the four local water systems. 
The taste is slightly putr id . 

It is an emergency situation inasmuch as it affects everyone 
whose domestic water is taken from the lake and there appears no 
assurance that it w i l l clear itself. 

The use of the lake for recreation and the c rowding of homes on 
its beautiful shores have not benefited the water, but the basic 
problem lies wi th the lake itself. It is eutrophic and one day in the 
distant future it w i l l become a swamp and then a meadow. Nature 
works that way. H u m a n activities have accelerated the process to 
some extent. 

N o r t h Sa l t S p r i n g W a t e r D i s t r i c t has no conf idence i n 
extending the M a x w e l l Lake system for fear that it would not 
accommodate users. The board of trustees is l ook ing at f i l t ra t ion 
and possible f loculat ion and coagulat ion, two vaguely understood 
processes that wi l l result in pleasant-tasting, clean-smelling and, 
yet, clean water. 

It is incumbent on the trustees to take immediately any act ion 
necessary to clean up the situation. It is a large system and able to 
undertake the measures necessary, however sharp a b low might be 
suffered by the paying public . 

It is the smaller districts who suffer most. They can command 
less funds to install what could prove very expensive equipment. 

The condi t ion of St. M a r y Lake water is a matter which might 
bear examinat ion by Hugh Cur t i s , Islands M L A and finance 
minister. A n emergency condi t ion in so intimate an ingredient of 
da i ly l iv ing as domestic water might merit some special help from 
the province. 

A s far as the consumers are concerned it matters less who does it 
as long as something is done. 

Road width is absurd 
Islands Trust has protested the requirement o f the provinc ia l 

highways ministry that the road through Ganges should be 80 feet 
wide. 

It is very evident that the ministry has no specific informat ion 
on various areas. It is equally obvious that the minis try wants no 
specific knowledge of this area. 

T o require such standards when the same ministry is already 
considering an alternative traffic route for Salt Sp r ing Island 
borders on the irresponsible. 

The effect of a transcontinental highway through the shopping 
area of Ganges wi l l merely invite higher speeds and make crossing 
of the road a hazard at a l l points , while simultaneously curtai l ing 
the life o f buildings already facing on the road. 

The m i n i s t r y is, - poss ib ly , d o i n g a service to a l l B r i t i s h 
C o l u m b i a n s in requiring that the Trans -Canada Highway be 80 
feet wide. It is doing islanders a grave disservice by this unth inking 
allegiance to an arbitrary principle. 

Perrier H2O 
Sir, 

As a visitor to Salt Spring Island, 
I would like to say "Your H20 
stinks" - literally. 

Where is the Perrier H20 avail

able when one needs it? 

JOHN AND SHEILA ELLIS 
West Vancouver, B . C . , 
July 4, 1980. 

;jpr©*> _prt(U*/. 

Letters to the Editor 
Enforce 
sewage 
standards 

He fears somebody died 

Sir, 
Proposals for alternative sewage 

disposal systems should, Mr . Fred 
Brookbanks suggested recently, be 
accompanied by engineering data, 
names of firms to do the job, and 
cost estimate. 

The Lady Minto Hospital with its 
50 beds and a percolation rate 
average of 19 minutes in its field 
needs a pipe length of 3,947 m; and 
because of the«hallow topsoil over 
clay, it needs an additional depth of 
some 60 to 90 cm of good soil. 

The present field, rejuvenated -
if you wish to call it that - last year, 
has 1.243 m of pipe, less than 
one-third of the required length;' 
and at most 23 cm of topsoil were; 
added. The field is in at least these j 
two respects in violation of the 
Health Act regulations. 

I propose, for an alternative, that 
the field be brought up to the legal 
standard. Firm: any of the several 
competent on the island. Cost: no 
more than $48,100 spent on pump
ing out the septic tank from April 
79 to February 80. 

The Greenwoods Institution with 
its 50 beds and a percolation rate 
average of 12 minutes in its field 
needs 2,450 m of pipe; and with its 
inadequate depth of topsoil - 53 cm 
- it needs at least 67 cm of good soil 
added. Because the perc test was 
taken in the dry season and thus is 
not representative of the field's 
receptivity over the whole year, 
these figures are actually less than 
the minimum needed. 

The present field has 1,050 m of 
pipe, less than half the length 
required; and topsoil was added to 
a depth of 61 cm, less than 
required. 

I propose, for an alternative, that 
the Greenwoods field, too, be 
brought up to the legal standard. 
Firm: see above. Cost: less than 
that for a succession of bungled , 
jobs looming in the future, based 
upon bungled applications. Of 
course, if you want to be altogether 
on the safe side, put in a tertiary 
treatment plant. 

HERMANN KIRCHMEIR 
R.R. 3, 
Ganges. 
July 7, 1980. 

Sir, 
As a recent immigrant to Salt 

Spring Island, I am astonished to 
find that the local water is undrink-
able. The taste, and the effluent 
stench, leave me with the distinct 
impression that there are one or 
more dead bodies in the reservoir 
from which the water comes. 

I have thought of contacting the 
police re: the possibility of missing 
persons, but can only find an 
emergency number in the tele
phone directory. So far I have 
refrained from calling this number, 
but at the rate at which the water 
situation is worsening, I expect 
that shortly an emergency call will 
be justified. 

In the meanwhile, both soft and 
hard drinks as an alternative to this 
undrinkable water are becoming an 
expense to which one should hardly 
have to be subjected. 

What is being done about this 
situation? If the water authority is 
doing nothing about this-and the 
rapid deterioration would indicate 
that this is the case-then it is high 
time that the water drinking public 
(which under normal circumstan
ces includes the undersigned) is 
informed as to the causes of the 
situation. A formal explanation by 
letter to this paper would be both 
timely and appropriate. 
CHARLES GOULD, 
R.R.3 Ganges. 
July 5, 1980. 

They all drink that water! 
Sir, 

It is sad that L. Robertson, of 
Whonnock, chose to expose his 
ignorance of St. Mary Lake and the 
North Salt Spring Water District in 
such a virulent manner in his letter 
to you, published in the July 2, 
1980 issue of Driftwood, especially 
as accurate information may be 
obtained as easily. 

It really doesn't deserve to be 
dignified with an answer but lest 
some customers of the North Salt 
Spring Waterworks District were 
disturbed by it, the following is 
pertinent. 

1. Water from St. Mary Lake is 
filtered and chlorinated before 
entering the system. 

2. North Salt Spring Water 
District is now actively in the 
process of purchasing a new and 
iarger filter which will reduce the 
intensity of filter loading and thus 
should reduce the objectionable 
tastes and odours. 

3. This may be insufficient to 
eliminate the nuisance. If so fur
ther steps will be taken. The best 
means to overcome the problem 
can be determined only after the 
effect of the new filter is assessed 
and other studies, now underway, 
have been completed. 

4. The studies referred to are 
being conducted by the provincial 
ministry of the environment follow
ing a request by this district. 

5. Department of health regular
ly examines the water being deliv
ered to the customers of North Salt 
Spring Water District and has 

given no indication of it being in 
any way harmful to health. 

Four of the five trustees of North 
Salt Spring Waterworks District 
receive water to their homes from 
St. Mary Lake. None boils it before 
drinking, none has sickened be
cause of it. In fact I know of no one 
using North Salt Spring Water 
District water who boils it before 
drinking-except making tea or cof
fee. Some customers however have 
installed filters and report good 
effect. 

Information regarding the water 
supply system of North Salt Spring 
Waterworks District is easily avail
able to all its customers at the 
District office. 
K.E.PATRICK, 
Chairman, Board of Trustees, 
North Salt Spring Waterworks 
District, 
P.O. Box 749, 
Ganges. 
July 7, 1980. 

$ $ $ u . s 
Premium 

13c 
This Week, 

says the Salt Spring 
Island Chamber 
of Commerce. 
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The Anarchist Typical day in life of an M.P. 
Alice in Wordland 

(With apologies to the mother of 
the editor's children). 

The other morning I heard an 
interview with the minister of the 
environment, someone named 
Rogers, in which that gentleman 
was explaining the current state of 

the art of regulating the undesir
able side effects of a profitable 
business (mining), by imposing 
medical sanctions on the problem. 

Now anyone who is at all familiar 
with the more sophisticated ap
proach of many foreign jurisdic
tions will recognize at once that 
this is nothing less than a brilliant 
adaptation of the laws of most 
European nations on the question 
of prostitution. 

Mind you, while recognizing that 
what is good for one business is 
good for all, we maintain toward 
prostitution our historic scepticism 
of the ultimate benefit of any form 
of recreation which is not overtly 
violent or competitive, but on the 
basis of methodology and concept 
it would perhaps be more infor
mative to rename Mr. Rogers' 
portfolio the ministry of industrial 
prostitution. 

However, on second thought this 
too would not adequately describe 
the office since the medical sanc
tions are not applied for the same 
purpose. In those jurisdictions 
where prostitution is legal, the 
medical conditions are imposed for 
the purpose of creating a disease-
free environment, whereas in the 
case of Mr. Rogers and his Merry 
Men there is a more cavalier 
approach, an open-mindedness to 
the establishment of tolerable, 
albeit speculative, levels of dis
ease. 

Clearly this would radically im
pair the recreational attributes of 
the unfortunate profession which 
maintains much higher standards. 
Therefore, I think we must, in 
deference to them, not use their 
name in connection with the un
healthy practices supervised by 

Mr. Rogers' department. 
Which brings us back, I suppose, 

to the obviously inappropriate 
name of the department as the 
ministry of the environment. Inas
much as they have nothing whatso
ever to do with establishment of 
the known physical world of earth, 
air, fire and water, which together 
make up the basic conditions of an 
environment they can hardly be the 
ministry of it, not to mention the 
fact that under the principle of 
Cabinet Responsibility, no minister 
can be made responsible for some
thing for which he is not respon
sible; ergo, Mr . Rogers is not the 
minister of the environment. 

Fortunately for all of us at this 
point, the principle of Cabinet 
Responsibility offers a clear solu
tion to our dilemma. 

What, in fact, does Mr . Rogers 
do for which he is responsible? 

Mr. Rogers authorizes Permits 
to Pollute. 

There can be then no further 
equivocation or hiding behind self-
conscious euphemisms. The un
pleasant truth is there, plain, for 
all, even the youngest among us to 
see. Whether or not we can deal 
with it with that dignified resigna
tion which is in keeping with the 
spirit of our forefathers, only time 
will tell. 

But tell it must that Stephen 
Rogers is the minister of pollution. 

And 1984 is four years ahead. 
Unless you are a scientist in the 

federal ministry of fisheries, who 
was responding to questions on the 
series of fishing closures on the 
B.C.coast. This gentleman is way 
beyond 1984, my guess is that he 
has alreadv made it to the autumn 
of 1985. 

He described the total ban on 
sport and commercial fishing for 
chinook salmon as being due to 
"extreme low abundance of the 
species." To which I can only add, 
"and it's an extremely bad plea
sure for all of us." 

Sometimes people wonder what 
the life of an M.P . is like. To try 
and given an idea I will outline my 
schedule for one day in Ottawa, 
June 25, 1980. 

It get up at 7.30 am and notice 
the weather is already hot and 
muggy. I am finally beginning to 
understand what B.C.people mean 
when they talk about the humidity 
of Ottawa summers. I keep running 
into Ontario people who love this 
kind of weather but I prefer the 
milder summers of the coast. After 
picking up my laundry I catch the 
bus for work. 

First thing, Ted Miller from 
Nanaimo-Alberni, Ray Skelly from 
Comox-Powell River, and myself 
meet with Bill Ottway and Dan 
Santano of the B.C.Wildlife Fed
eration. We spend most of our time 
discussing problems relating to 
fishing, estuaries and streams on 
the B.C.coast. 
M E E T STAFF 

After this I meet briefly with my 
staff about our response to a book 
just released by the Department of 
Indian Affairs which we decide to 
recommend to caucus executive as 
a good subject for a question in 
Question Period. 

Most Indian people think that 
they have studied long enough and 
would like some action. They want 
to participate in constitutional talks 
and have their rights recognized 
and entrenched in the constitution 
and also have the right self 
government. We decide to issue a 
press release on this. 

At 10.30 I'm off to caucus 
meeting which lasts until 12.30. 
The NDP caucus meets formally 
every Wednesday to decide on our 
approach to different .subjects. 
Caucus meetings are confidential 
but I won't be saying too much if I 
admit that this one is a bit of a 
bore. 

Letters to the editor must 
be brief and the editor 
reserves the right to abbre
viate any letter in the interest 
of publishing a wide range of 
opinions. Writers must also 
furnish their name, address 
and telephone number . 
Letters signed with a pen-
name will not be published. 

I Tony Richards 

A FEW TRIPS to various points on Vancouver 
Island recently have led me to believe that next 
time 1 go I should pack a lunch. Perhaps 1 went to 
all the wrong places but my conclusions on the 
standard of eating places on the island were similar 
to those of a reviewer on C B C Radio last week. He 
was advising on where to eat between Vancouver 
and the Okanagan. He recommended about three 
or four places between Penticton and Vancouver 
and described all the others as "yech". 

One day 1 had breakfast in Ladysmith. A cup of 
lukewarm coffee was followed by a couple of 
Firestone, steel-belted fried eggs and .cold, white 
toast. (I had ordered brown.) 

Lunch in Port Alberni was slightly better, only I 
had to use my soup and a napkin to wash my spoon 
before using it. 

I only wish 1 had come up first with the lines to 
that Tom Waites song, in which he tells of his veal 
cutlets beating the s—t out of his cup of coffee 
because the coffee wasn't strong enough to stand 
up for itself. 

EVER NOTICED T H E highway signs which 
say: "Aircraft Patrolled"? If you thought it was a 

load of bull, you're wrong. 
I was cruising up the Island Highwayjust south 

of Ladysmith a couple of weeks ago, travelling fast 
but not watching the speedometer too closely. I 
went around a bend and there, on the roadside, 
were halfadozen R C M P officers, all pointing their 
fingers at me. 

I'd been clocked by a plane at 127 kilometres per 
hour and lost three points as a result. 

MOST PEOPLE KNOW what it means to blow 
a wad. But Bruce Hildred knows more about it 
than anyone else 1 know. 

After a recent prawn-fishing trip he'd tied up his 
boat and made a sale. For some reason he and his 
crew decided that the best place to stow the money 
was in the barrel of a shotgun. So overa period of a 
few days they dipped into the stash for spending 
money, until it was down to about SI0 or $20. 

They were out fishing again when Bruce spied a 
bunch of seagulls stealing bait off his stern deck. 
He quickly grabbed his shotgun and fired into the 
air to scare them away. 

And that was one quick way of blowing a wad. 

Ottawa 
report 

B Y J I M M A N L Y , M P 

At 1.00 I have lunch in the 
cafeteria and join a group of people 
discussing differences between 
provincial politics in Ontario and 
British Columbia. Hardly a subject 
to gladden the heart! 

After a quick look at some of my 
mail - I'm falling behind again - I 
go to the House of Commons for 
the afternoon sitting. Nothing of 
great importance happens in ques
tion period except that John Mun-
ro's broken jaw makes it difficult 
for him to answer Ed Broadbent's 
questions. 

OPPOSHION D A Y 
Today is an opposition day, one 

of five which will be assigned to the 
NDP in the current year. 

A week ago at caucus we had 
decided to use the day to present a 
motion condemning the govern
ment for its "outright betrayal of 
its election promises to lower 
interest rates, to cut taxes and to 
stimulate growth of the Canadian 
economy, without a mandate from 
the Canadian people for such a 
reversal". 

This was the same amendment 
the NDP had moved to the budget 
speech on December 13, 1970. 

That time the Liberals had voted 
with the NDP and brought down 
the Conservative government. By 
bringing in the same motion we 
wanted to emphasize the similarity 
between the Liberals and Conser
vatives in their economic policies. 
Ed Broadbent spoke first followed 

by Joe Clark for t(je Tories, and 
Finance Minister Aljen MacEachen 
for the Liberals. 

The Liberals like the Conser
vatives before them, tried to deny 
that they had promised to lower 
interest rates and to stimulate the 
economy. 

ROLL CALL 
When debate ended at 5.45 a 

vote was taken and because more 
than five members rose to demand 
it, a roll call was taken. This always 
takes time; thei-division bells ring 
to summon M.P . ' s from their 
offices, meetings or wherever they 
might be. When the party Whips 
are satisfied that all available 
members are present, the vote 
takes place. 

With each member rising in turn 
- first the yeas followed by the 
nays. In this case the Liberal 
majority easily defeated the com
bined Conservative and NDP oppo
sition. 

After the vote, I was invited, 
along with many other M.P . ' s to 
have dinner with a group of high 
school studentsyfrom across Can
ada attendinsr the "Forum for 
Young Canadians". 

On Monday, Tuesday, and Thur
sday the House sits in the evening, 
but not on Wednesdays, Conse
quently, I went back to my office, 
sorted some mail that needed 
answering and walked home in the 
evening heat. At home 1 listened to 
music while I drafted some replies 
to be typed and sent out the next 
day. 

At 11 pm I phoned home 
Vancouver Island. Everyone was 
O.K. and then I went to bed. 

Many of my days are busier than 
this, and some are more exciting, 
or have more tension, but this was 
not untypical of my days in Ottawa. 

It is not a renewable resource 
Sir. 

The Peace River Valley residents 
have been fighting the loss of their 
valley a long time now. First the 
W. A.C.Bennett Dam - "One of the 
largest power projects in the 
world". - then Peace River Canyon 
(Site 1). Now B.C. Hydro is 
planning Site " C " and Site " E " -
and there have been three propo
sals for Dunvegan, Alberta, that 
would eliminate all of the Peace 
River Valley farmland. 

The valley runs east-west and 
presents a southern exposure to 
the many thousands of acres of 
Class 1 and 2 farmland under 
tillage. This creates a micro-cli
mate that allows diverse vegetable 
crops to be grown so far north. 
Such conditions are rare in the 
north and most produce is trucked 
from California and Mexico. (WTien 
gas hits $3 a gallon, how much will 
Mexican tomatoes cost?) 

Only about four per cent of B .C. 
is considered arable and most of 
that remaining is totally uninhabit
able. Our river valleys are the best 
agricultural land we've got. 

B.C. Hydro says we need more 
power. Statistically, the people of 
B.C. are the biggest energy hogs in 
the world. We waste literally 50% 
of the energy we use. With proper 
conservation measures we could 
cut our energy requirements in half 
with no decrease in our standard of 
living. It has been done in other 
parts of the world; we know it 
works. 

This year, B.C. Hydro also plans 
to export about 40% of our hydro 
electricity to the U.S. 

B.C. isn't going to get any 

bigger, nor can we manufacture 
farmland no matter how much 
energy we have. Once it's gone -
that's it. Farmland is not a renew
able resource, and we're going to 
need a lot more of it in the future. 

Let's pull some plugs, in our 
houses and in the legislature. 
Farming is everyone's bread and 
butter. 
MICHAEL CONWAY-BROWN 
R.R.3 Powell River, 
B .C. 
June 1980. 

No more. 
please, 
at 68%! 
Sir, 

I note a "Help Wanted" ad in 
the Driftwood of July 2 for a 
teacher for a parent-initiated inde
pendent school. In the same paper 
I note a "Notice" for registration of 
an ungraded academic class on 
Ganges Hi l l . The parent-initiated 
school to be on Pender Island. 

If these two splinter groups are 
supplying their own financing, I 
can make no comment. 

However, if they are requesting 
financing from public funds, I 
would strongly urge our School 
Board to deny them any financial 
assistance. At present sixty-eight 
(68%) per cent of our tax dollar is 
used for educational purposes. 
A . J . DILLABOUGH, 
R.R.2, Ganges. 
July 4, 1980. 
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Ganges recycling depot at its new location 

Beth Hill tells them 

Director's funds for Ganges 
recycling depot operation 

Regional Director Yvette Val
court has agreed to devote $2,500 
of the director's grant to the 
improvement of recycling on Salt 
Spring Island. 

Regional Directors have a fund 
allocated by the Capital Regional 
Board to be used for meritorious 
purposes in their own constitu
encies. 

At a committee meeting last 
Wednesday Valcourt approved the 
expenditure of close to $2,000 on 
improving recycling on the island. 

Spokesman for the Salt Spring 
Island Recycling Committee, Beth 
Hill had written to the board asking 
for help in operating the collection 
depot in Ganges. 

The solid wastes management 
and sewage disposal committee 
decided that no funds were avail
able and recommended that the 
allocation be made from the direc
tor's funds. 

Mrs. Hil l noted that the director 
had already allocated $450 towards 
reconstruction of the recycling 
shed. 
SHED MOVED 

It was reported that the shed had 
been moved from the parking area 
at Mouat's Mall when the new 
treatment plant was installed. It 
has been located on the Mouat 
property for several years. The 
shed is now located on the yellow 
dirt road behind the Government 
Liquor Store in Ganges. 

Mrs. Hil l was invited to speak to 
committee members. 

The recycling project on Salt 
Spring Island began seven years 
ago reported the island spokes
man. The input has been very 
impressive and a high percentage 
of islanders have taken part in the 
system. 

In the early years, recalled the 

islander, materials were transport
ed to the Victoria depot in private 
cars and trucks belonging to island 
people Now the Capital Regional 
District provides a truck and driver 
to pick up the load. 
TOO SUCCESSFUL 

"We are on the verge of being 
defeated by success," suggested 
the speaker, "unless your commit
tee can furnish further support." 

She explained that the operation 
enjoys the support of over 100 
volunteers, led by "rotat ing 
monthly supervisors". They are 
finding the burden unbearable. 

Volunteers are fazed by the 
sheer volume of materials, ex
plained Mrs. Hi l l . Elderly volun
teers simply cannot move the 
heavy barrels of glass. 

"Old people make up a major 
segment of our population, and 
they are, for the most part, 
enthusiastic recyclers." 

Many of the island's younger 
people are on shift work on the 
ferries or at the hospital and cannot 
co-ordinate the needs of the depot 
with their work schedules. 

When she discussed the problem 
with the region's Frank Rainaldo 
the procedures of other areas were 
discussed, but Mrs. Hil l felt that 
the character of the communities 
was not the same and that the 
island couldn't be based on their 
experience. 
DONATED 

The existing building was erect
ed by volunteer labour using 
donated materials. Volunteer la
bour was used to move the shed to 
its new location. The committee 
has never paid rent and is enjoying 
its new site on the same terms. 

Mrs. Hil l asked for a labourer for 
10 hours a week at the minimum 
wage and a twice-monthly loading 
to Victoria. 

The appointee would be assisted 
by at least one volunteer on 
Saturdays. 

Engineer Norman Howard told 
the committee that there are seven 
sub-depots in the region. They are 
all staffed by volunteers and have 
the help of the regional recycling 
staff and a truck. They are all very 
successful. 

Mr . Howard also noted that the 
volume from Ganges did not bear 
out that the depot was notably 
more active, although Mrs. Hil l 
countered by citing the population 
of Salt Spring in comparison with 
other areas. 

NO PROBLEM 
There was no problem arranging 

additional pick-ups whenever they 
might prove necessary said How
ard. 

The Salt Spring depot works on a 
seven-day week, the committee 
had been told. This might be a 
factor in the problems facing the 
committee, suggested the chief 
engineer. 

Other depots open three or four 
hours every month. 

Committee chairman Bob White 
expressed concern that if an alloca
tion of $2,000 were made to Salt 
Spring, the other sub-depots would 
ask for the same. 

When Director Valcourt agreed 
to the allocation, Mrs. Hil l told the 
committee she was delighted to 
accept. 

MODERNIZE 
with 

PROPANE 
537-2233 fc 

Tri-K Drilling Ltd 
On Salt Spring Island 
call Barbara at 

537-2589 
For free estimates call collect 

Serving the Islands 
since 1966 

MOST MODERN HYDRAULIC ROTARY EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE, 

7 days a week: 

478-5064 

Saturna 
BY FLORA RATZLAFF 

The annual Lamb Barbecue on 
July 1 was held under beautiful 
sunny skies. Attendance was good, 
being mostly boaters. The lamb 
was served at 2.30 and everyone 
had more than enough. Close to 
1,300 tickets were sold, only about 
100 of those being to children. 

Summer holidays are well under 
way for the island's children. Quite 
a few of the children will be going 
on to Mayne Island next year. They 
are Tammy Stewart, Erin Boser, 
Jimmy Money, Leah Smith, and 
Laurie McNeiL 

Congratulations go out to Ooljah 
Bissett who graduated from grade 
12 at Salt Spring on June 21. 
Welcome lo new residents on the 
island, Joe and Penny Boyetchko 
and son Jesse. They will be moving 

into the house next to the Ratzlaffs 
on Money Road. 

Visitors to the kland during the 
holiday weekend •jvere too numer
ous to name here. Suffice to say 
that nearly everyone on the island 
had friends or relatives staying or 
visiting. 

Lastly, here is an item of interest 
from Ian McNeil, the lighthouse 
keeper. The average temperature 
and rainfall and also the maximum 
and minimum temperatures for the 
month of June, recorded at the 
East Point Light Station; max, 2ff; 
min, 8.5°; average temperature, 
13°. The average precipitation 
amounted to 90.1 mm. You've 
heard that new saying "In Vancou
ver we don't tan we rust.'' Well, on 
Saturna we don't rust, we mold! 

^zl'laddia 

For all your travel needs, please call: 

ALADDIN TRAVEL 
OLIVE LAYARD 537-5455 
Ganges Sales Representative 
If no answer, call our Main office at 
Brentwood Bay Zenith 6327 . \H 

7= 

M O N T R E A L 
TRUST 

A representative of Montreal Trust wil l be 
on Salt Spring Island August 1, 1980. We 
would be pleased to meet with any individual 
to discuss bills and estate planning needs. 

For an appointment call 537-5015 
or R.W. Scheuerman (Victoria) 386-2111 

TONIGHT! 
Harbour HOUHE 

Summer Supper'n'Jazz 
4 Wednesdays, starting July 9 

Listen or dance to the music of the 
LOYAL CENTRAL SALT SPRING 
TEMPERANCE and DIXIELAND 

JAZZ ENSEMBLE 

A supper of 
Seafood Orleans or Beef "au jazz hot" 
will be served from 9 pm, with a dinner 
show at 10 pm. Price - ten dollars. 

Reservations advised - Call 537-5571 
Cover charge - two dollars. 
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At home of Mr. Oxenham in Ganges 

Country Fair was launched in 1925 
BY MARY C. WILLIAMSON 

One would assume that the 
business of the church, any Christ
ian church, that is, would be the 
saving of souls. But the church, 
being the body of Christ, has a 
wider concern, and is much involv
ed, as Christ was, in the quality of 
life and the manner of death of its 
people. 

When 1 was asked to delve into 
the history of the Anglican Country 
Fair on Salt Spring Island I 
consented eagerly, having been 
previously "hooked" on the fascin
ation of old Parish Registers. 

Alas, the records of the Parish 
Council and Women's Auxiliary 
arc nowhere near as old, succinct 
or interesting as others that I have 
read. 

In 1924 a Mrs. Collins suggested 
at the April meeting of the W.A. 
that "a fete of some kind be held 
during the summer as a means of 
raising money." It was agreed that 
Mr. Oxenham be asked to lend his 
grounds. The affair was held on 
July 10, and $63.95 was made. 
SECOND ANNUAL 

In 1925 the "Annual" garden 
party and sale of work took in $75. 
Stalls included work, home cook
ing, candy and white elephant. Tea 
and ice cream were sold and sports 
for children were a feature. 

This was just a few years after 
the first women were admitted to 
the Vestry Meetings, which before 
1921 were restricted to males over 
18. In 1922 women out-numbered 
the men by two to one! 

Great strides were made, and by 
1927 they were actually discussing 
the question of whether women 
could be elected as Delegates to 
Synod! This was overshadowed, 
however, by negotiations for land 
to be given bv Messrs. Crofton and 
Bullock. 
PAY OR GO WITHOUT 

Fascinating details crop up 
among the mundane. The Bishop 
refused to appoint a Rector "until 
our arrears are paid". 

In 1902 a cemetery work bee was 
planned, "after haymaking finish
ed". Plots were to be sold at $5 
each: a downpayment of $2 would 
be accepted, the balance becoming 
due when the plot was used. 

"Should the purchaser not re
quire the plot for himself or family, 
said lot should revert to the 
Committee." (No mention of a 
refundable deposit!) But just six 
years later great concern was 
expressed at the number of plots 
which had not been paid for. Their 
general health must have been 
improving! 

In 1910 a special vestry meeting 
was held to discuss the building of 
a vicarage on land donated by Mr. 
Bullock, "at a cost not exceeding 
$2,000". This house, located at 
Central and still standing on the 
farm across from the Golf course, 
remained the vicarage until the 
present house in Ganges was built 
following the war. 

At the same meeting, the advis
ability of building a church for "the 
Ganges neighbourhood" was dis
cussed, on land donated by Dr. 
Beech. A loan would be raised "not, 
to exceed $200". 
MISSIONS 

The following year five church 
"missions" are mentioned - St. 
Paul 's . Ganges Harbour, St. 
Mark's. Cranberry and North End. 

In 1906, 17 people were confirm
ed. St. Mark's attendance (aver
age?) was 33. St. Mary's 20, with 
43 communicants. The Sunday 
School had a registration of 60, and 
111 Sunday Services had been 
held. The Rector made 530 visits 
and travelled 2120 miles. Inciden
tally, he didn't get a ear until 1924! 

But to return to the Garden Fete. 
The first mention I can find in the 
Parish Council records is in 1930. 
To be held Wednesday, July 30 in 
Captain Drummond's field, there 
would be an auction sale at 3 pm 
and tea at 4 pm for 25c a head. 

There would be a "newspaper 
competition", candy stall, apron 
stall, prize for the best apron made 
from a flour sack - votes were 
recorded very practically, by drop
ping a penny in the pocket of your 
choice! Fortunes and skeletons 
would be included, along with clock 
golf and quoits. $5 was sent to 
Eatons for small gifts for the 
"Magic Garden". 

According to Women's Auxiliary 
notes, in 1925 the Annual Garden 
Party and Sale of Work was held at 
Mr. Oxenham's. During the May 
meeting, Mrs. Schofield, the Dom
inion Vice-President of the For
ward Movement of the W.A. 
quoted a Miss Faithful, who had 
recently toured Canada. 

She has said that women "were 
incurably unpunctual, not thorough 
but fussy, too emotional, and very 
frequently failed to be logical! No 
wonder she was the "late head" of 
Cheltenham Ladies College of Eng
land! Two books recommended for 
reading were "The Rising Tide, of 
Colour" and "The Clash of Col
our". One wonders which way was 
"forward" in 1925! 

By 1927 there was talk of 
discontinuing the W . A . due to lack 
of interest and small attendance at 
meetings. However, this was just 
at St. Mark's. The Salt Spring 
Island Women's Auxiliary rose like 
a phoenix from the ashes and 
organized increasingly profitable 

whist drives, proverb teas, sales of 
work, bazaars, harvest suppers and 
garden fetes. In 1933 the three-fig
ure mark was passed with a take of 
$190.95, with one-quarter being 
passed on to St. Mary's Guild, 
which in 1934 was formally invited 
to join in "the Annual Garden 
Fete". 

Last year the Country Faire 
realized almost $1,500, and for the 
first time in recent years it was 
held in and around the Church 
property on Park Drive. This year it 
will be held on Saturday, July 26, 
and a good time is assured. Watch 
for the posters and announcements 
in Driftwood. 

Lend a hand 

Keep Canada 
Beautiful 

OFFICE SPACE 
for rent. 

Lancer Building 
537-9476 *. 

Sitka Tree Service 
• Dangerous Trees Removed 

• Topping • F a l l i n g • L i m b i n g 
• T.V. Antennas • Site Preparations 

629-3522 
Chris Miles 

FULLY INSURED 
"Serving the Gulf Islands" 

Bangert & Van l̂ ieel 
BUILDERS & DESIGNERS 
OF DISTINCTIVE HOMES 

537-5692 or 537-9657 

SMALL BUSINESS? What do you know... 
_ . ,. _ . _ _ • about government help for 
Running one? Starting one? Buying one? small businesses? 
SALTSPRING ISLAND BUSINESS INFORMATION CENTRE - sponsored by Salt Spring Island Chamber of Commerce 

Call 537-5557 — and find out a lot! ,26-3 
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New Masonic building takes shape at Ganges 

Senior ladies' golf at Pender course 
BY ELEANOR HARRISON 

In the Senior Ladies Champion
ship playing for the Bertha Mat
thews Trophy, Mary Roddick and 
Jean McAffrey met in a close game 
which resulted in Jean McAffery 
winning the Trophy. 

An interesting innovation was 
introduced recently at the club's 
Friday night regular "Mix-ups" . 
This was in the form of a "Mon
key" foursome, in which only one 
ball was used between four players 
and each player was allowed only 
one club to play with! This was 
great fun! It was followed by a 
chipping competition from the top 

MODERNIZE 
with 

PROPANE 
537-2233 . 

of the hill behind No. 5 to the 
green. 

June 4 some of the Pender ladies 
golfers visited the Ardmore lady 
golfers in the pouring rain, and the 
visit was returned on June 18, 
when 22 lady golfers from Ardmore 
visited Pender on a beautiful sunny 
d;iy. 

June 7 was the opening round of 
the Men's Inter-Island Tournament 
held at Galiano. After the opening 
round Pender Men's team is 
leading against Salt Spring and 
Galiano. 

Sunday, June 15 was the day of 
the Annual Mixed two-ball for the 
Clarke Trophy, which was won by 
the club captains team of Tim 
Appleby and Anne Fairweather. 

On Saturday, June 21, the 
second round of the Men's Inter-Is
land tournament was held at 
Pender, with the Pender team still 
leading. 

A.R. HARDIE & ASSOCIATES 
BRITISH-COLUMBIA LAND SURVEYORS 

P.O. Box 3, Ganges, Salt Spring Island 
A.R. Hardie, B.C.L.S. 

537-5502 ttn 

GULF ISLAND 
LOGGING 

• Select logging 
• Free estimates 
• Top stumpage paid 
• Owner-operators 
• Large or small jobs 

DAN or PAT 
AKERMAN 

653-4539 653-4352 

On the same day the Crawford 
Bowl. Men's Inter-Island champion 
was played, and John Reece of 
Galiano won with a 73, Stan Carey 
of Pender came second with 74 and 
Ted Bowerman of Pender third 
with 75. 

Sunday, June 22, at Pender Golf 
Course the men teed off at 10 am 
playing for the Corbett (Low Gross) 
and the Les Bowerman (Low Net) 
Trophies. Elmer Bowerman won 
the Corbett Trophy with a 74. Jim 
Platz came second with a 76 and 
Stan Carey was third with a 78. The 
Les Bowerman Trophy was won by 
Jim Platz with a net 60 and Vern 
Roddick and Elmer Bowerman tied 
for second with net 61's. 

Really fit 
for human 
consumption? 
Sir. 

St. Mary's Lake Water - is it 
really fit for human consumption? 
That's the question I qsk myself 
when I " t ry" to drink a glass of 
water. The taste and smell is 
enough to turn anyone off drinking 
water again! 

Do we have to bathe in foul 
smelling water, wash our dishes in 
same and have our clothes coming 
out of the washing machine smell
ing terrible. I really don't think so. 
And until something is done should 
we have to pay for water like this? 

Also, could the recent bout of so 
called stomach flu be attributed to 
this? 

EVELYN JOHN, 
R.R 3. Sharp Road, 
Ganges. 
Julv 7, 1980. 

SUMMER TENNIS LESSONS 
Sponsored by 

Salt Spring Tennis Association 
— Everyone is Welcome! — 

A. LEVELS 

1. Newcomers - those who are new to the 
game and have not had any previous 
lessons. 

2. Advanced Beginners - those who know 
some of the basic strokes and can play and 
score a game. 

3 Intermediates - those who have had 
lessons and are advancing with the game. 

4. Skills & Drills - active players who want 
intensive practice sessions. 

B. TIMES 
Mondays, Wednesdays 8c Fridays 
Weeks of July 14th and 21 st 
9:00 am - 12 noon - 1-hour sessions. 

C. COSTS 
$ 18 for 6 lessons - must pay at first session. 

D. REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE 6:00 pm, Saturday. July 12. 
By phone: Bob Kertland 537-5125 
Please give name, phone number, and age 
. (if under 16). 

He pays 73% for zero 
Sir, 

Following is the letter I have written to the British Columbia 
Hydro and Power Authority, in Vancouver. 

c 

/ am paying the enclosed bills in respect of po werfor the West 
Ganges water supply under protest as it is palpably absurd that 
of the total amount of $61.77, $45.00 or nearly 73% should be 
taken by the Urban Transit Authority. » 
Yours faithfully, 
William Toulmin, 
P.O. Box 369, 
Ganges, 
July 1. 1980. 
cc Hon. William N. Vander Zalm 

Hon. Hugh Curtis 
Chairman J. Campbell 
Director Yvette Valcourt 
Editor, Gulf Islands Driftwood 

NOTARY PUBLIC 
Ronald B. McQuiggan 

Conveyancing Wil ls 
Mortgages Affidavits 

Power of Attorney 

Office: 152 Fulford-Ganges Road 
Telephone: 537-5521 or 537-9220 (pm) 

ISLAND CINEMA 
Salt Spring Island Central Hall 

Wednesday thru Sunday, July 9-13 
Showtime 8 pm 

STEVE 
M A R T I N . 

Warning: Some coarse language - B.C. Director S 

i NEXT WEEK: Wed.-Thurs. Woody Al len ' s MANHATTAN § 
PLUS BIG DOUBLE FEATURE Fri.-Sat.-Sun. 

| Rocky Horror Picture Show AND Phantom of the Paradise = 

^INFORMATION & RESERVATIONS - et cetera - 537-5115- 10-5 except Sun.I 

Clip & Save 

NEW! 
f A C T S P I f l W G for residents 

dine at 

PENDER LODGE 
Catch the 4:30 ferry from Long Harbour - return on the 9:30 

Enjoy a leisurely dinner in the 
OCEAN VIEW Licensed Dining Room and relax afterwards 

in the FIRESIDE ROOM available to dinner guests. 

Over 14 selections offered, from $6.00 to $12.00. 
Available every day except Saturday. 

S A T U R D A Y S P E C I A L S 
Roast Beef or Spare Ribs ONLY - $9.75 

SENIOR 
CITIZENS: 
Less 15% 
Wednesday 
through Friday 
only. 

CHILDREN under 10 
Half Price. 

All prices include 
complete dinner. 

You OTTER dine at Pender Lodge 
Otter Bay, Pender Island 629-3221 
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Galiano 
BY KATHLYN BENGER 

In the fall of 1977 Gertrude 
Townsend came to live in the 
Senior Citizens Housing Unit on 
Page Drive, Galiano Island. 

Born in Blarney, Ireland, 74 
years ago, she learned- from an 
early age from the example of her 
mother to care deeply about the 
physical and spiritual needs of her 
fellows. 

She worked in London hospitals 
during the blitz in World War II. 
More than 30 years ago she 
became concerned about women's 
rights in the church and everyday 
living, did research on the topic 
and wrote up her findings in a 
booklet entitled "Rise up Ye 
Women'. 

She acted as a deaconess in her 
church in the face of much opposi
tion. After emigrating to Canada 
she opened a boarding house to 
care for the elderly. 

During her retirement years she 
came to Galiano and soon became 
an active member of many island 
groups. 

Her distinctive figure, her tan
ned face with its ready smile and 
sparkling eyes endeared her to 
islanders of all ages from babies to 
senior citizens. 

ENJOYED GAMES 
She enjoyed playing whist and 

bowls with the Senior Citizens or 
sitting at home making shawls for 
new babies. On Wednesday morn
ings she displayed agility and 
courage at the Yoga class. She 
carried out civic responsibilities by 
serving on the executive of-the 
Golden Galleons and as resident-
representative director of the 
Housing Society. 

Two months ago Gertrude was 
told by her doctor that she had a 
terminal illness and not much 
longer to live. She bore this news 
with great fortitude and began 
systematically ordering the rest of 
her days. Because she had no close 
relatives she cherished her friends 
and her home. In addition she was 
supported by her strong religious 
belief in the Bahai faith. 

On her voluntary discharge from 
Lady Minto Hospital she was cared 
for by a circle of faithful friends, 
first on Salt Spring and then, for 
the last three days, in her own 
home on Galiano. 

PEACEFUL HOME 
In the tranquility of her own 

home, with its familiar objects, 
with the scent and sight of flowers 
she loved, Gertrude was complete
ly at peace. Each of the three last 
days a small bird perched on her 
window sill and sang. Last Mon
day, June 30, the bird came and 
sang three times in succession, and 
then flew away. 

Gertrude voiced her thanks to all 
who had demonstrated their- loving 
concern by sending cards and 
flowers, and particularly to the 

Gertrude Townsend comes home 
for last three days of life 

friends who tended and kept vigil 
with her. Then she, too, was ready 
to test her wings and fly home. 

On Wednesday a memorial ser
vice was conducted by members of 
her faith in St. Margaret's Church 
with a congregation of her friends 
on Galiano, of all faiths, and 
completed in the peaceful sun-
shafted cemetery clearing beside 
Active Pass. 

Accompanied by the rhythms of 
the waves breaking on the shore, 
the wind sighing in the boughs and 
the incantation of the holy words, 
Gertrude Townsend reached her 
chosen resting place. 

Her friends then returned to the 
Lounge at Page Drive where a 
repast, planned and provided in 
part by Gertrude herself, awaited 
them. 

Her gentle passing was a revela
tion and example to all of us which 
we shall always remember - a 
beacon to give us courage in facing 
our unknown journey. Gertrude 
needed love, and gave love, in 
bountiful measure. 

* * * 

LORRAINE VERNON 
The friends of Lorraine Vernon, 

the Galiano author and poet who 
lives on Sturdies Bay Road, will be 
glad to know that she is making 

steady recovery in Royal Jubilee 
Hospital in Victoria after suffering 
a major heart attack on Saturday, 
June 28. 
NATURE NOTES 

Bird behaviour presents a fascin
ating area of study. At this time of 
the year the first families of 
fledglings have left the nest and 
some parent birds are busy house-
cleaning for the female to lay and 
hatch a second clutch of eggs. 

Starlings are particularly meticu
lous in their housekeeping reports 
Alan Steward, having several nests 
visible from his living room. 

Barn swallows keep their nests 
clean by taking out little sacs of 
sanitary garbage and dumping 
them a safe distance from the nest. 

Flickers are common, year-round 
members of our bird community. 
The red-shafted predominates over 
the yellow-shafted. Spotted recent
ly was a flicker with the red cheek 
patch of a red-shafted and the 
yellow rump patch of a yellow-
shafted. Could this be a gilded 
flicker? 

Hardly likely, as the gilded 
flicker is confined to the desert 
areas of the southern United 
States. Probably a hybrid of our 
two local species as these are 
known to occur where their breed
ing ranges overlap as they do in 
southern British Columbia. 

GOLFING 
with Pat Doherty 

On Tuesday, July 3, our ladies 
of both the nine and 18-hole 
divisions celebrated Canada Day in 
fine style. 

Apparently the idea was for the 
individual player to stick their 
Canadian flag in the ground when
ever their score reached 38, or 76 
as the case may be. 

In both sections awards were 
presented to all players. In the 
nine-hole group, the five closest to 
home were Josie Utley, Helen 
Welliver, Jean Orr, Vera Sargin-
son, and Molly Hardie, not neces
sarily in that order. 

Josie Utley was the closest on 
her 38th stroke, and as she had 
made the flags used by the 13 
players in the nine-hole section, 
this proved to be a popular win. 

The awards were either a pin, 
brooch, or lapel flag, to be sewn on 
to a pocket. 

In the 18-hole section it was 
Irene Hawksworth, leading the ten 
low gross, who won Canada pins. 
Marge Mills took low net. Since it 
was Canada's 113th birthday, there 
was a special prize for that score 
which was picked up by Jean 
Vodden. 

Betty Harrison held a hot putter, 
and she picked up the putts pot 
with 24. 

The winners of the spring eclec
tic were Marie Hopkins with net 
50, and Lou Wolfe Miner, net 51. 
Congratulations to both! 

Seaside Kitchen 
Beside Vesuvius Ferry 

EAT IN OR TAKE OUT 
The Unlicensed 

Mostly Seafood Restaurant 
Open for lunch, snacks 8i dinner 

Open Daily for the Summer 
JVIon.-Sat. 1 2 - 8 Sun. 12 

For reservations phone 537-2249 

In the men's division the Buzz 
Brown - Tom Butt contests were 
rained out on July 3, and have been 
re-scheduled for Thursday, July 
10. 

The Wednesday night two-balls 
are in full swing again and are 
proving to be very popular. Last 
week they had a good turnout, and 
had lots of fun putting over toilet 
seats, and pitching through hoops. 
Everyone who enjoys this type of 
golf is welcome to come and bring 
their friends every Wednesday 
evening. Please check the Pro shop 
for starting time. 

The Shipley Cup takes place on 
Saturday, July 12, a great turnout 
is already assured, and all we need 
is the weatherman to co-operate, 
and it should be a great day. 

If you have not already entered, 
there is still time, and there is a 
sheet on the notice board for those 
who wish to play and do not have a 
partner. Every effort will be made 
to match you up with a compatible 
partner. 

Ada Woodley and Al, together 
with several of the juniors put in 
quite a bit of time this week sitting 
at the back door collecting money 
for junior golf week. 

Evidently they didn't sit there 
long enough. 

While one of them took a break, 
someone made off with the money. 
As this is a family newspaper our 
thoughts on the sneak thief cannot 
be related here. 

Rule 33. Hazards. When a ball 
lies in or touches a hazard or a 
water hazard nothing shall he done 
which may in any way improve the 
lie. Before making a stroke the 
player shall not touch the ground in 
the hazard or water in the water 
hazard, with a club or otherwise, 
nor touch or move a loose impedi
ment lying in or touching the 
hazard, nor test the condition of the 
hazard or of any similar hazard 

Open Mon-Sat 9:00-6:00, Sun & Hols 10:00-6:00 

JULY 9 - 15 
"While Stocks Last" I 

ALLEN'S 

A p p l e J u i c e ™ 9 9 t 

1 2 . 4 9 

48 oz. tins — Refi. 1.45 ea. 

S u g a r 
Big 10 K.G. bags 

EA. 

MISS MEW 

C a t F o o d J / 1 . 0 0 
6 oz. tins - Reg. 2/79$ 
SQUIRREL 

P e a n u t B u t t e r . . w 1 . 1 9 » 
500 gm. btls. — Reg. 1.63 ea. 
WESTON'S 

Stoned Wheat Thins 8 9 t « 
300-gm. pkgs. — Reg. 1.19 ea. 
BEST FOODS 

M a y o n n a i s e . » 1 . 5 9 » 
750 M .L btls. - Reg. 2.15 ea. 
DEL MONTE SEASONED 

G r e e n B e a n s ^ 2 / 8 9 $ 
14 oz. tins — Reg. 59<E ea. 
LIPTON'S 

I c e d T e a M i x . 0 * 1 . 3 9 
22 oz. tins - Reg. 2.39 ea. 

EA 

MARTIN'S 

S u l t a n a s 
2 lb. pkgs. - Reg. 3.39 ea. 

NOW 2 . 6 9 EA 

NABOB 

C o f f e e 
1 lb. pkgs. - Reg. 4.89 ea. 

PRODUCE 

NOW 3 . 6 9 EA 

JULY 10 - 12 

O r a n g e s 4 , / 1 , 0 0 
B.C. BROWN 

M u s h r o o m s 1 . 1 9 LB. 

JULY 10 - 12 MEATS 

C h u c k S t e a k s 1 . 1 9 LB. 

C r o s s R i b R o a s t s 1 . 9 8 * 
R-T-E MAPLE LEAF 

C o t t a g e R o l l s 1 . 4 8 LB 

C h i c k e n L e g s 1 . 3 9 LB 

Approx. 3 lb. poly bags 

C h i c k e n W i n g s 7 9 $ LB 

Approx. 3 lb. poly bags 

Gulf Islands 

Trading Co 
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Six teams compete on Salt Spring 

Babes are tops in weekend tourney 
The local team, Byron's Babes 

went undefeated last weekend to 
win a Salt Spring Ladies' Softball 
tournament at Fulford Ball Park. 

Thê e were three off-island 
teams ;ntered as well as three local 
teams. Entries we-e Nanaimo's 
Patricia Hotel; Victoria's Environ
mentalists; Sidney's Harvey's Big 
Wheels, Dagwood's Dazzling Der
elicts, Kaye's Kuties, and Byron's 
Babes. 

The Babes, coached by Pat 
Byron, triumphed over Pat's Hotel 
9-3 in the final game. It was an 

Barbara Fallot, R.M.T. 
MASSAGE PRACTITIONER 

For appointment 
phone 537-5642 ,„ 

entertaining game which matched 
the fine pitching of Trudy Good
man of Pat's Hotel against the 
good hitting of Byron's Babes. 
Good hitting prevailed. 

Pat's Hotel took an early lead in 
the first inning as they scored one 
run and held the Babes scoreless. 

In the second inning the Babes 
tried a risky defensive play that 
worked. With runners at first and 
third and two out, the Babe's 
catcher. Sue Spencer, threw the 
runner out at second as she tried to 
steal, while the runner from third 
was heading home. 
BIG SECOND 

The second inning was the big 
one for the Babe's. Jill Stacey and 
Kitty Bantel both singled, which 
brought Julie Collins to the plate. 
She snatched a single to bring in 
the first run. Pat Byron ployed a 

Highland Water System Ltd. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
In aii endeavour to improve the quality of water being delivered 
through our system we hereby notify our users of the following 
proposed actions: 

Monday. July 14 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Tuesday. July 15 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Wednesday, July 16 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Thursday. July 17 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

FLUSHING OF MAINS. CLEANING S T O R A G E T A N K S . 
PUMPS AND SCREENING S Y S T E M . 

During the hours designated above, water may not be available or 
if available may be turbid, coffee coloured and in irregular supply. 

During the period commencing 10:00 am July 14 to July 18 
inclusive (Friday) water may be turbid or discoloured. Before 
doing washing, cleaning or any matter involving fabrics, etc., 
water should be examined for suitability. Having given this 
warning, we will not be liable for damage caused by water colour 
or quality. 

NOTE: Although the water being delivered to you may have an 
unpleasant look, odour or taste during these operations it will be 
safe to drink and is not a health hazard. 

HIGHLAND WATER SYSTEM LTD. 
C. A. Ainslie, President. 

m ^ ^ 0 
in ternat iona l 

waterbeds 
D u n c m 

4 

Handling a complete line of 
waterbeds and accessories. 

FREE DELIVERY & INSTALLATIONS 
to the islands 

INTERNATIONAL 
WATERBEDS 

268 Island Highway, Duncan - 748-4688 

Mon. to Sat. 1 0 - 6 
Friday only 1 0 - 9 

double steal which sent runners to 
second and third. 

After Loretta Dodds infield hit, 
which loaded the bases, Pam 
Featherstone ripped a double to 
right field to score two more. The 
Babes scored seven runs in that 
inning and never looked back. 

Excellent baserunning mixed 
with sharp fielding seemed to be 
the key to the Babe's success. 
Sunday Byron's defensive play was 
particularly instrumental in keep
ing the bases clean for the local 
team. 

Jill Stacey robbed Pat's Hotel 
hitters as she made several fine 
plays in the outfield. Barbara 
Graczyk was the standout hitter 
and fielder for Pat's Hotel. 
BABES ON TOP 

In the Sunday morning semi-fin
al game Byron's Babes defeated 
Victoria Environmentalists 12-5. 

The Babes jumped out to a 9-0 
lead after the first inning. 

Betty Jones had a good game at 
the plate as she was the Designat
ed Hitter. There was fine playmak-
ing for the Babes by B.J.Moulton 
at second base. 

The visiting Environmentalists 
made a comeback in the latter part 
of the game with Laurie Russell at 
shortstop hitting well and Karen 
Bird, the right fielder, helping 
their cause, but it was too late. 

In the other semi-final game, 
Pat's Hotel got by the Environmen
talists, 18-8. Marny McMahan of 
the Pat's sparked a rally in the first 
inning with a three-run home run. 
Trudy Goodman held the Environ
mentalists down by striking out the 
opposing batters. The Pat's Debby 
Churchill hit what looked like a 
grand slam home run down the 
right field line, but was called out 
when she failed to touch third base. 
SATURDAY MORNING 

To lead off the tournament 
Dagwood's Dazzling Derelicts de
feated Kaye's Kuties 13-8. 

Byron's Babes had an easy time 
whipping Nanaimo's Patricia Hotel 
23-3. Julie Collins had good control 
on the mound in allowing only 
three runs while the Babes amass
ed 12 runs in the top of the first 
inning. 

Kelly Booth was the big gun for 
the Babes at the plate with solid 
hitting. Pam Featherstone was 
sharp at third base. The Babes 
showed they are a well coached 
team with heads-up baserunning 
and good fundamental defense. 

Environmentalists from Vic
toria, came back in the late innings 
to topple Dagwood's Derelicts, 
11-6. 

Dagwoods jumped out to an 
early lead with power-hitting by 
Janice Hull and Lee Ann Gordon. 

They led 6-2 after the fourth 
inning. Then the Environmental
ists came storming back to take the 
victory. Dagwood's Shauneen 
Spence was exceptional at short
stop and Kim O'Neal played well at 
third base. 
BIGGER LEAD 

Bvron's Babes ousted a good 
hitting Harvey's Big Wheels from 
Sidney. 18-8. The Babes led from 
the outset and increased their 
margin throughout the game with 
key hitting from Betty Jones who 
trippled down third base line with 
runners in scoring positions. The 
Babes got a steady performance 
from second baseman, B.J.Moul-
tpo.. . . . . . . . . . . . . t . 
" "Nanafmo's* ' Pat " Hotel edged 

Kaye's Kuties, 9-5. 
the ace chucker for Nanaimo, 

Trudy Goodman, was too much for 
Kaye's Kuites. Trudy had numer
ous strikeouts to keep the Kuties 
off the bases. The Kuties rallied for 
two runs in the seventh but fell 
short. Carol Kaye pitched well for 
the Kayes and Kathy Anderson 
stood out defensively for the .host 
team. 

Nanaimo's Patricia Hotel nipped 
Dagwoods 7-6 in 10 innings in the 
most exciting game of the day. 
Dagwood's Derelicts had to come 
back to tie the game in the seventh 
to force extra innings. 

Dagwoods were trailing, 6-1 but 
kept chipping away at the lead until 
they caught the Pats. A double by 
Lee Ann Gordon in the sixth made 
it 6-5. 

With two out in the seventh. 
Dagwoods squeezed in the equaliz
er with a double by Shauneen 
Spence. 

Good pitching by Maureen Hor
ner for Dagwoods and Trudy 
Goodman of Nanaimo held the next 
two innings scoreless until Nana
imo with two out in the 10th pushed 
across the winning run 

The Conserver Solution is 
available for.borrowing from 
the S E A S ^ I i b r a r y at the 
Community Centre in Ganges. 

Marshall M c L u h a n says 
about this book: "In making 
the quantum-leap from con
sumer to conserver society the 
writer is telling us to switch our 
stress from the left to the right 
hemisphere of the brain - from 
quantity to quality, from 
concern with products to the 
environment itself as the 
irreplaceable product." , -. 

W. Charles Beale 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Corner of Fulford-Ganges & 
Beddis Roads, 
Ganges, B.C. 

Phone 537-9512 
for appointment tin 

This Week in Recreation 
TENNIS: Saturday 9:00 am - Team Tournament 

Jim Fogarty 
A c c o u n t i n g a n d T a x M a n a g e m e n t 
operating 

david ingram's CENTA 
653-4692 

Box 899, Ganges. „„ 

Villadsen Construction 
BUILDING CONTRACTOR 

Quality Homes 
Renovations — Addit ions — Cabinets 

20 years on Salt Spring 

537-5412 537-5463 

S a l t S p r i n g C o m m u n i t y C e n t r e 

SUMMER FUN PROGRAMS 

Day Camp (ages 6-12 years) -
Spaces still available for Aug. 4-15. 

Drop-In (ages 6-12 years) - July 21 - Aug. 1 
Register each day at Community Centre - 9 am 

For information call 5 3 7 - 9 2 1 2 . , , „ 

Residential planning. 
Design drafting. 
Supervision, construction. 

G a r y B . D u n c a n 

Building Designer 
Phone 537-9201 

Box 647 Ganges, B.C. 
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They're beautiful in any setting 
and don't want much water! 

Mayne Museum opens doors 
for new tourist season 

Well, here we are; it is still 
raining and the only thing we can 
do is dream about sun and heat and 
drought and things like that, and 
talk some more about drought 
resistant shrubs. There are a few 
more shrubs which I had not 
mentioned, but which are probably 
the most important ones. 

The evergreen or deciduous 
cotoneaster comes in every shape 
from groundhugging creeper to 
upright tree, with everything else 
in between. It takes sun or shade, 
water or drought, good soil, poor 
soil, pollution, doggie visits and 
almost anything else one can think 
of. 

It is tough. 
Ground cover types are best over 

stone, rock or concrete, as it does 
not grow dense enough to shade 
out weeds. Plant where it need not 
be sheared as stubby ends look 
awful.Thrives on neglect. 

Another tough subject is the well 
known pampas grass, or cortaderia 
selloana. It can grow to a height of 
20 feet in dry or wet soil, hot or 
cold, acid or alkaline, desert winds 
or coast fogs. Striking as single 
specimen or massed on banks. 
Needs lots of space as the bulk of 
the plant can visually and physi
cally overwhelm small gardens. 

To keep it within bounds it is 
recommended that it be burned 
down once in a while. It is 
characterized by lovely four or 
five-foot pink or white plumes in 
late summer. Keep away from 
children as leaf edges are on the 
sharp side. 

Farming and 
gardening 
With PETER WEIS 

Foxglove Nursery Consultant 

BROOM 
Next on our list are the brooms, 

both cytisus and genista. 
I guess we all know these 

flamboyant shrubs and I need not 
describe these except to say that 
they look much better when shear
ed drastically after blooming. Just 
cut them down by one half. Old 
woody lanky shrubs need to be cut 
down completely and started over 
again with a vigorous shearing 
program; unless you want that 
gangly look. 

And now for one of my many 
favourites, the evergreen escal-
lonia. 

In size the escallonias range 
from three-foot shrubs to 25 foot 
trees. 

Escallonia is an evergreen sum
mer bloomer with small trumpet 
shaped flower clusters from early 
summer to late fall. 

Takes sun or part shade, poor 
soil, little water and is remarkably 
disease and pest-free. Deer don't 
bother with it either. Some have a 
resinous fragrance and bees are 
attracted to it. 

Good, informal hedge; good 
clean looking shrub which can take 
exposure to direct coastal winds as 

well. I can't think of any better, all 
around dependable shrub for our 
island's climate. Those who know it 
share my enthusiasm for this 
lovely, undemanding performer. 
TASSELS AND FRUIT 

Garrya Fremontii the Fremont 
silktassel is an evergreen shrub to 
about six feet tall with yellowish or 
purplish tassels or catkins in 
December to February. Likes full 
sun, drought-resistant once estab
lished and has purple or black fruit 
clusters on female plant if male is 
present. 

Mahonia aquifolium is the pro
per name for our native Oregon 
grape, drought-resistant and dis
ease-free, good in sun or shade and 
always looks good. 

Photinia is an evergreen shrub 
with distinctively red new leaves in 
spring. Much seen around public 
plantings in Victoria the size 
ranges from three to 30 feet, 
depending on kind. P. Glabra, the 
Japanese photinia has white flower 
clusters with a hawthorn fragrance. 
All need to be pruned to prevent 
legginess. They do better in good 
soil and mildew may be a problem. 

Potentilla, or cinquefoil, is a 
lovely deciduous shrub which 
blooms white, yellow, or red 
throughout the summer, from June 
to September. Hardy, disease-re
sistant and drought-proof, it also 
thrives on neglect in poor soil. 
There are two, a white and a yellow 
blooming one, at the main entrance 
to Centennial Park in Ganges. They 
grow to about four-by-four foot 
dense shrub; another dependable 

Mayne Island Museum commen
ced its summer schedule on Satur
day, June 30, and will now be open 
every day, except Monday from 10 
am to 5 pm. 

Last year the museum had over 
1000 visitors during the summer 
months, and "the staff received 
many compliments on both the 
displays and the knowledge they 
had of the various items. 

Many visitors commented on the 
unique items on display, urging 
that a visit to the museum by all 
visitors should be a must. 

performer. 
EVERGREEN 

Pyracantha or firethorn is 
another evergreen shrub which can 
be grown as espalier or hedge. 
Grown for dense clusters of bright 
red or orange berries, pyracantha 
ranges in size from three to 15 feet, 
depending on kind, sprawling or 
upright. All have thorns and make 
an effective hedge. Prune to cont
rol size and shape. Does not like 
regular garden watering. 

Buckthron or rhamnus is another 
evergreen shrub well adapted to 
our islands climate. Sizes range 
from six to 20 feet. Fast and tough: 
deer-proof! 

Finally, my favourite vine, wis
teria. Vigorous, fast, drought-re
sistant and poor soil-tolerant, this 
deciduous vine offers the most 
glorious profusion of large fragrant 
flower clusters in white, pink, 
lavender, blue or purple. The 
Chinese wisteria will bloom in 
semi-shade. Another hardy and 
disease-resistant performer which 
will delight you more and more 
with every passing year. 

The museum is always in need of 
more items and island residents 
are urged to look around their 
attics and basements for items that 
could be displayed tnere such as 
household and farming imple
ments, photographs and Indian 
artifacts. 

Very few communities as small 
as Mayne Island have a museum 
said a museum spokesman, and 
residents should be proud of this 
unique display of valuable trea
sures of the past. 

Village Specialty 
Cafe 

at the foot of Ganges Hill 

Bring your berries 
or your cherries 

and we'll scoop the 
ice-cr/am. 

You eat A we drool. 

HOURS: 
Sunday - Thursday 

11 am - 12 midnight 
Friday & Saturday 

11 am - 2 am 
537-2777 

Salt Spring Island Farmers' Institute 

Sheep DOJJ Trials & Lamb Barbecue 
S a t u r d a y , J u l y 2 6 , 1 9 8 0 

1:00 pm 
Rainbow Road 

Ganges, B.C. on Salt Spring Island 

Judge - Pat Hoole 
Commentator - David Caldow 

GARDEN 

Just follow the Signs! 

flllllllllllMltllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllilllllllllllllllS 

Admission to grounds $1 
Barbecue $5 per plate 

($2.50 children 10 & under) j 
HOT DOGS - POP - FRUIT JUICE 

BEVERAGE GARDEN 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 1MIIIIM 

For further information call: 
Mrs. Louise Harkema 

5 3 7 - 2 9 6 3 , R R. # 1 , Ganges B.C. VOS 1E0 
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A name in a flash 
SHOP AT HOME 

INTER-ISLAND 
EXCAVATING 
Box 101, Fulford Harbour 
Perc Tests, Septic Fields 
Excavating, 
Drivewavs. Etc 
Call Ken at 

653-4435 
HEAVY BULLDOZING 

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
m Land clearing • Excavating 

• Subdivision Developing • Ponds 

BACKHOE SERVICE 
CALL HEDGEHOG FARMS 

Laurie Hedger 

537-9311 

DAISY 
HOLDINGS 

* LAND CLEARING 
* SUBDIVISIONS 
Call Norman Twa 

537-9319 
Box 393, Ganges 

STEVE WAWRYK 

Bulldozing 
• EXCAVATING 
• DRIVEWAYS 
• SHALE - GRAVEL 

537-2301 
Box 131, Ganges 

Bulldozing 
• LAND CLEARING 
• ROAD BUILDING 

Dan Akerman 

653-4539 

SELECTIVE LOGGING SERVICES 
Offers land owners an opportunity to 

obtain revenue without destroying the 
land's development or resale potential. 

References, top market prices. 
Nanaimo 754-6606 Collect 

T i r e d o f t h e m u d ? 

Looking forward to the dust? 

NOT NECESSARY! 
Call Duncan Paving for a free estimate! 

DUNCAN PAVING LTD. 
Asphalt Paving Fully Guaranteed 

Nothing too small or large 
RESIDENTIAL OR C O M M E R C I A L 

"Quick Completions" 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Phone 748-2531 
and ask for Bill Wallis 

Box 815, 
Duncan, B.C. 

SALT SPRING 

GARBAGE 
COLLECTION 

SERVICE 
537-5821 

Gulf Islands 
Septic Ltd. 

537-9353 
PENDER ISLAND: 

Ross-Smith Ltd. 629-3573 
MAYNE ISLAND: 

Mayne Inn 539-2632 

S c o t i a T a x i 

653-4618 

LWC Services 
CARPENTRY 
MASONRY 

GENERAL REPAIRS 
to home and property 
Phone Larry Campbell 

537-5460 

KINMAC WELDING 
Portable & Shop 
REASONABLE RATES 
Dan McKinnon, prop. 

Corner of Robinson & Upper Ganges Roads 
537-5225 

Ken Byron 
Excavating 

•SEPTIC TANKS & FIELDS 
Supplied and Installed 

537-2882 

WALTER HUSER & SONS 
CONSTRUCTION 

Residential and Commercial 
• QUALITY H O M E S • ADDITIONS • DESIGNING 

• RENOVATIONS • FINISHING WORK 
30 yea rs e x p e r i e n c e 

537-2385 after 5:00 pm 
R.R. #1, Tripp Rd. Ganges, B.C. 

Pallot 
-A 
Glove 

Electric 

Certified Class A 
Electrical Contractor 

Quality Heat Specialists 

537-5615 
Box 328, Ganges 

overnment Certified 
Contractors 

w&w 
Electric 

FOR A L L YOUR 
ELECTRICAL NEEDS 

Walter Fallot 
537-5642 

P 0 Box 82. Ganges 

m 
SALT SPRING bobcat SERVICE 

825 MODEL 
• Septic Fields • Ditching • Hauling 

• Landscaping • Back-filling 

Greg Coles: 537-9422 days 

653-451 9 eves. 

Matthews Bobcat Service 
R.R. # 1 , Mansell Road, Ganges, B.C. 

• Septic fields • Ditching 
• Landscaping • Driveways 

• Backfilling • Etc. 

Phone Blain 537-5724 eves. 

Drilling«Blasting 
35 yea rs e x p e r i e n c e 

Land clearing 
Building Sites 
Driveways 
High Bank Beach Access 

> Backhoe 
Excavating 
Septic systems 
Land clearing 
Drainage systems 

DUNBAR LANDS 
LIMITED 

P.O. Box 617, Ganges 
\^537-9612 - 24 h rs . 

QUALITY HOMES 

Green-Lor 
Construction 

Wilf Taylor 537-2155 
Ben Greenhough 537-5034 

R.R. 1. Robinson Rd., Ganges 

This Space Could be 

YOURS! 
Call Driftwood now: 

537-2211 or 537-2613 

*Stucco 
^Fireplaces 
*Drywall 

S e r v i n g al l t h e Is lands 

537-9275 
R. E. Caspar 

M. HOGAN 
Masonry 

Fireplaces — Brick 
Block — Stone — Tile 

537-5340 
Box 387, Ganges B.C. 

SPEED BROTHERS 

Roofing 
Box 1033, Ganges 

S h a k e s - S h i n g l e s - D u r o i d 

Jack - 537-9750 
Gordon - 653-4234 

Salt Spring - Galiano 
Mayne - Pender 

H.L REYNOLDS 
• TRUCKING 

• BULLDOZING 
• GRAVEL»SHALE»FILL 

537-5691 
Box 284, Ganges 

Dave's 
Drilling 

& 
Blasting 

537-2618 

Lancer Contracting Ltd. 
Commercial — Custom Homes 

5 3 7 - 5 4 5 3 or 6 5 3 - 4 4 3 7 
Office: Lancer Bldg., Lower Ganges Road 

Box 352, Ganges 

DRYWALL 
Salt Spring Interiors 

Free Estimates 
*Texture 

*Professional Machine Taping 
537-2590 

GULF COAST MATERIALS 
Serving the Gulf Islands: Salt Spring - Galiano -

Mayne - Penders 
• READY MIX 
• W A S H E D GRAVEL 
• REINFORCING STEEL 
• DRAIN TILE 
• BAGGED CEMEN 
• CONCRETE PRODUCTS 

537-2611 
Rainbow Road 

Box 72,Ganges,B C. 

D. A. SMITH 
General Contracting Ltd. 

NEW HOMES, ADDITIONS 
RENOVATIONS, FRAMING 

Large or Small Jobs — Contract or Hourly 
1 2 years experience 

Phone 653-4695 after 5:30 pm 
P.O. Box 1026, Ganges, B.C. 

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY 

Gulf Island Trucking & Aggs Inc. 
Box 47, Ganges, B.C. 

* Trucking * Pitrun * Peagravel 
* Screened %" Gravel * Vh" Drainrock * Fieldrock 

* %" Drainrock * Sand 

537-9452 
Office 

537-5402 
Ron - eves. 

La Fortune Contracting Ltd. 
Box 507, Ganges 

QUALITY HOMES 
Foundations & Framing 

537-5345 eves. 

A 
handy 

guide to 
local services. 

Custom 
Cabinets 

By contract or hourly 
CUSTOM CABINETS 
INTERIOR FINISHING 

FRAMING 

653-4642 
Peter Melancon 

I <F>ulf Uj&lanb* 
©rifttooofc 

537-2211 
537-2613 

HOUSE PLANS 
Design & Drafting 

Gary B. Duncan 
Building Designer 

537-9201 
Box 647 Ganges, B.C. 
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Handy guide to local services 
The blacks are blacker than the ace of spades. 

The whites are whiter than any sheet. 
And it's sharper than King Arthur's sword, 

Excalibur. 

WHAT IS IT? *Wi 
A Driftwood photocopy, of course! 

Gulf Islands Driftwood 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY 

A handy guide to the services you need. 

Shop at Home 

Salt Spring Island Glass 
Since 1975 / 

* HOUSE, AUTO & BOAT GLASS , i 
* SCREENS & AWNINGS (Custom made) 
* MIRRORS CUT TO FIT WALL OR FRAME 
* ALUMINUM STORM WINDOWS (Inside or outs 
* DOUBLE GLAZED CONVERSIONS 
* STAINED GLASS - LEADED WINDOWS 

Dennis Marshall - Journeyman Glazier 
Mouat's Mall ' 537-9298 Tues-Sat 1 0-5 

the 
Landscapers 

G a r d e n Serv ice 

537-9561 
^ Box 6 1 3 , G a n g e s J 

Painting 
& 

Decorating 
T E M M E L & 

V O L Q U A R D S E N 

653-4239 
537-5188 

GERRY COERS 

PAINTING 
• In te r io r 
• Exter ior 

537-2034 

TAYLOR'S 
NORTH END 
PLUMBING 
Serving Salt Spring 

and all Outer Islands 
Commercial & Residential 

30 years experience 
Ben Taylor North Beach Rd. 
537-9352 R.R.#1, Ganges 

P. & B. 

P L U M B I N G 
'9783 3rd Street. 

Sidney. B.C.' 

DO IT YOURSELF 
PLUMBING MART 

8:30 - 5:30 Mon.-Fri. 
8:30 - 5:00 Saturday 

6 5 6 - 2 5 1 4 

Plumbing 
& 

Pumps 
D A V I D RAINSFORD 

537-2013 

Salt Spring 
Plumbing 
JACUZZI PUMPS 

Art Munneke 
653-4284 

Evenings. 
Box 18, RR#1, Fulford Harbour 

VANDORT 

Wood 
Window 
& Door 

Mouat's Mall 
11:30 — 5 

Tues. — Sat. 

537-9812 

ROY W . W H E A T L E Y 

PLUMBING & 
WATER HEATING 

JACUZZI PUMPS 
Commercial - Residential 

537-2722 
Box 898, Ganges 

SHOP AT HOME 
Rent A Car 

Daily, Weekly, 
Month ly Rates. 

OFFICE HOURS: 
9 am to 4:30 pm 

Monday thru Friday 
T 

537-5527 

Insurance 
ALL CLASSES OF 

INSURANCE 

P. O. Box 540, 
Ganges, B.C. 

Sal t 
S p r i n g 

Professional Dtycleaning 
Weekly Laundfy Service 
Repairs and Alterations 
Steamex Rentals 
Drapery Specialists 

SALTSPRING 
INSURANCE AGENCIES 1972 LTD. 

S e r v i n g A L L t h e is lands 

Gulf Islands 
Water Taxi Ltd. 

d r y c l e a n e r s l t d . 
SUMMER HOURS 

Tues.-Fri. 8:30-4:30 537-2241 Saturday 10-3 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

Jack Hughes 537-2510 Ganges 

POPEYE 
Boat Tops 

Live Bait Tanks - Windows 
Soft Tops - Cushions 
Custom Upholstery 

Free Estimates 
Fast & Reliable Service 

653-4667 
Box 555, Ganges, B.C. 

Ganges 
Auto Marine 

Bruce Fiander 
YOUR 
IMPERIAL © * Stove Oil 

* Furnace Oil 
* Marine Dock 

* Ice 
AGENT 

5 3 7 - 5 3 1 2 
Box 347, Ganges, B.C. 

* B O A T S 
* M O T O R S 
* TRAILERS 
* C H A I N S A W S 

Sales and Service 

537-5509 

PLANT AN AD.. . 
! DRIFTWOOD 
AND 
WATCH 
IT 
GROW! 

A.B.C. Carpet and Upholstery 
Cleaning Ltd. 

* G u a r a n t e e d qua l i t y workpnansh ip 
* M o d e r n s t e a m c l e a n i n g e q u i p m e n t 

*Reasonab ly p r iced 

C O M M E R C I A L A N D RESIDENTIAL 

For Free Es t imate a n d A p p o i n t m e n t ca l l 

Salt Spring Drycleaners Ltd. 537-2241 

Gulf Island Window Cleaners 
JANITOR SERVICE 

CARPETS STEAM CLEANED 
W e also of fer : 

• Carpet Guard Treatment 

537-9841 

ROB'S 
ODD JOBS 

Hang storm windows 
Split and stack wood 

Turn gardens 
Salvage removed 

Yard clean-up 
Paint houses 

Will do inside work 
537-2989 

J & A 
Oil Burner 

Service 
JOHN COTTRELL 

Certified 
Oil Burner Mechanic 

537-9314 
Box 226, Ganges 

Marcotte's Garage Autowreckers 

COMPLETE A U T O REPAIR SERVICE 

S T E A M CLEANING 

W E L D I N G 

2 4 - H O U R T O W I N G SERVICE 

537-9423 Gil Marcotte 

Ganges Auto Marine Ltd. 

• W h e e l A l i g n m e n t & Ba lance 
• C o m p l e t e Brake O v e r h a u l 

• Va lve G r i n d E q u i p m e n t 
• Ign i t i on T u n e - U p 
• Lube , O i l , F i l ters 
• S u p e r i o r M u f f l e r 

Call Jack 
537-5509 

B.C.A.A. Calls 537-5509 - Nights 537-2872 or 537-9883 

24-HOUR WRECKER SERVICE 

A I Service 
for all 

GULF ISLANDS 

Foxglove - 5 3 7 - 5 5 3 1 

Brod ie Cupp les 
5 3 7 - 5 4 9 7 

T o m Gosse t t 
5 3 7 - 9 2 8 1 

-A 
The House 

Tiddlers 
Domestic-& Commercial 

Cleaning Services 
Gardens, Windows, etc. 

537-2753 

ADAMS, MANN 
HINCHEY & CO. 

Certified 
General Accountants 

2412D Beacon Avenue 
Sidney, B.C. 
656-5551 

912-1175 Douglas St. 
Victoria, B.C. 

TV S A L E S & SERVICE 

Hitachi 
Service to 
all makes 

537-2943 - Mouats' Mall 

Don's Radio 
& T.V. 

Division of Perkins Electronics 

Like New Again! 
D O N IRWIN 'S 

Collision & 
Repairs Ltd. 

Desmond Crescent 
behind Windsor Plywood 

537-2513 

^UPHOLSTERING 
^DRAPERIES 
"SLIPCOVERS 
Free estimates - Free pickup 

on any Gulf Island 

DANISH 
TRADESMAN 

537-9245 
If no answer phone col lect 3 8 3 - 7 6 2 1 

Ganges ; 
App l i ance Cent re 

Author i zed Dealer for 
SPEED QUEEN, GIBSON, 

MOFFAT, MCCLARY 
New & Recondi t ioned Appl iance 

Sales 
FREE DELIVERY 

W e provide service on appl iances 
purchased f r o m our store. 

Fu l ford-Ganges Rd. 5 3 7 - 9 5 0 1 
Open Tues.-Fr i . 9 :30-5 , Sat. 9 :30-noon 

COUGAR 
T.V. & STEREO 
Sales & Service 

ALL MAKES 
FREE ESTIMATES 

V a l c o u r t Cen t re 

537-2623 

PETER'S 
APPLIANCE 

REPAIRS 
Enquiries or Service Advice 

Call A c c e s s 537-9231 
or 478-4712 collect 

Bill's Engine Repairs 
SHELL SERVICE 

• Automot ive Repairs 
• Autobody Claims 
• Lawnboy Lawn mowers 
• Homelite Chainsaws 

24-HOUR TOWING 

537-2023 d a y s 

537-2428 n i g h t ca l l s 

Simpson's Appliance 
Repairs 

Usually same-day service to most major 
appliances anywhere in the Gulf Islands 

653-4335 
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S t . M a r y L a k e From Page One 

B e a u t y S a l o n 
Chez Suzanne 
Suite 103, Valcourt Centre 

Open Tuesday to Saturday, 9 am to 5 pm 
We are not satisfied 

until you are satisfied! 
O.A.P.'s 10% OFF 

For an appointment phone Sylvia at 537-9521 

SUMMER SNIFFLES? 

For hay fever relief: 

DIMETAPP & 

|
| DIMETANE 

Dimetapp 
Elixir 

for relief of 

sinus 

S,HUSCON EEST^ 

STOPS runny noses 
DRIES watery eyes 

CLEARS stuffy heads 
27-1 

Ganges 
mj% Western Drug Mart 
\ Y # Hours: 9 :30-6 :00 , Mon.-Sat. 

Box 100, Ganges, B.C. V0S 1E0 

KEITH RAMSEY 5 3 7 - 5 5 3 4 LES RAMSEY 

quality, Driftwood learned. The 
water is pure and perfectly safe to 
drink, despite its unattractive o-
dour. 

Letter to the editor last week 
reported a case of sickness as a 
result of drinking the lake water. 

There just cannot be a connec
tion, said Bud Kreissl. The water is 
tested on a regular basis and the 
tests don't remotely support the 
writer's complaint. 

Kreissl introduced a sad tone to 
his observations. Trustees were 

"aware of future potential problems 
five years ago, he reminded 
Driftwood. Warnings of the dete
riorating quality of the water fell on 
deaf ears at the time. Now the 
trustees have been proved right. 

There are hundreds of forms of 
plant life and until the culprit has 
been established, there are few 
positive corrective methods open. 
SHOULD AFFECT IT 

On a short term basis, Chairman 
Patrick figures that the new filter 
should have an effect. It is not 
likely to prove permanent, he 
warned. 

Why not hook up all the district 
to Maxwell Lake, Chairman Patrick 
was asked. 

Maxwell would not handle the 
entire district, he explained. Right 
now it might be adequate, but once 
the area is fully developed it almost 
certainly would not. Such a project 
would cost in the vicinity of a 
quarter-million dollars, Driftwood 
estimated. 

Ministry of the environment is 
currently carrying out tests on the 
lake. Once the tests are completed 
it is hoped to be able to identify the " 
type of growth. If the specialists in 
the water investigations branch are 
able to identify the cause and the 
source of chemicals in the water, 
filtration will be simplified. 

There is no snap answer. 
The district could put in a filter 

system using floculation and sand 
filtration, but until they know what 
the algae are they cannot, with 
certainty, carry out corrective mea
sures. 

Mike Larmour explained that the 
new offender gives a brownish 
colour to the lake. But when it is 
heated it turns green. Many house
holders have discovered that fact. 

Kreissl feels that more residents 
should have supported trustees in 
their efforts to combat the lake 
conditions warned of in the God-
dard report of five years ago. 

The trustees publicized their 
information and no response was 
heard. 

Where was the regional director 
in the past, he asked. The Capital 
Region might well have taken 
action to protect the lake water, 
said Kreissl, but the trustees are 
powerless. 

Similarly, the residents of the 
water district were amply warned 
of the deteriorating condition of the 

lake, but the only community 
action taken was a protest that 
water-skiing might be prohibited. 

It is gratifying to find so many 
people now eager to see some 
action taken in connection with St. 
Mary Lake, said the retired medi
cal man, but had they come 
forward when the Goddard report 
was released five years ago some of 
the present problems might have 
been met. 

There are four water utilities 
taking water from St. Mary Lake. 

In addition to North Salt Spring, 
largest user, th^re are Fernwood 
Water District, Lakeshore Estates 
and Highlands. 

But the real culprit is the 
provincial government, asserts 
Kreissl. Had successive govern
ments down the years taken the 
proper action, there would be no 
heavy population of the watershed 
around the lake and the shallow, 
eutrophic lake would have been 
protected from man-made, accele
rated deterioration. 

Water quality affected by 
growth fed by nutrients 

BY MIKE LARMOUR 
Recent foul tasting and smelling 

water from St. Mary Lake has 
created a large amount of public 
concern. 

The troubles stem almost exclu
sively from the fact that the lake 
supports a fairly large growth of 
algae - microscopic plants growing 
in the surface waters of the lake. 

As a lake such as St. Mary 
becomes progressively more and 
more enriched with nutrients from 
natural and man-made sources, not 
only does the population of algae 
rise, but nuisance species tend to 
predominate. These nuisance spe
cies are now present in large 
numbers in St. Mary Lake. They 
clog filters and cause taste and 
odour problems for water systems. 
For instance, aphanizomenon, a 
blue green algae, has a moldy, 
grassy or vile odour. 
TWO CHOICES 

If St. Mary Lake is to continue to 
be used as a source of domestic 
water two choices exist; 

1. Clean up the lake to an 
acceptable level. 

2. Install a treatment plant that 
will remove all the algae in the 
pumping system as well as taste 
and odours. 

The North Salt Spring Water
works District has been working 
with the Water Investigations 
Branch in Victoria for the past 
year, seeking solutions toward 
reducing the amount of algae 
present in the lake. These solutions 
may include reducing the phos
phorus input into the lake, and 
destratification. 
MORE LAND 

We are in the process of acquir
ing additional land adjacent to the 
St. Mary Lake pumphouse to allow 
for the installation of a more 
complete treatment of the water. In 
general this process includes flocu
lation and sedimentation, possibly 
followed by activated carbon filtra
tion. 

Finally, the waterworks district 
has worked for the past year with 
the health department in conduct

ing coliform counts on the lake 
itself. The results are good. As 
well, the water in the system 
consistently shows a zero choliform 
count. 

Either of these two solutions will 
take time to implement - in the 
meantime we are attempting to 
reduce the problem by backflush-
ing the filter at St. Mary Lake twice 
a day and J»y flushing off the 
mains. 

Wiiz'Wtch 
BVHOFFCONC 

The professional 
grounds 
maintenance tool 
that trims, cuts, 
clears, edges, 
sweeps and even 
mows...like magic! 

Tri-Llne • Cutter 
Tri-Kut' Weed Blade 

with Glide Ball 
F 

A whizz at 
versatility 

AUTHORIZED DEALER 

FOXGLOVE 
Lower Ganges & 

V537-5531 Atkins Road/ 

K a n a k a 

P l a c e 

Weekend Special: 
Country fried Half Chicken 
Sewed with new potatoes & fresh vegetable 

537-5041 

HOURS: Mon.-Sat., 7-9; Sun. Brunch, 11-3, Dinner 5-9 




