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Intervie ·;.~e r: Thi s is Ma y the 5th, 1977 and we're at Mr s . Caroline Gyve ~ , 

on Fulford-Ganges Road. Today we' r e talking to Mrs. Gyves and 

Ma ry Brenton, Ray Newman i s here and Las sie Dodds. I suppose 

fir st of all , it would be interesting t o ;hea r &DYm Mrs. Br en ton 

and Mr s. Gyves a litt le bit about their backg roun d and life when 

they were young on Sal tspring . Mr s . Brenton could I ask you a 

coup le of questions? 

Mr s. Bren ton: Ye s, certainl y . 

Interviewe r: Where we r e you bo rn ? 

Mr s . Brent on: On Saltspring . 

l n t': !"Viewe:::-: You we r e bo:::-n OB Saltspring . On the same far-m , right >rhere we are 

now? And wha t was your name then? I 
Mr s . Bren ton: Gyves . My fa the r wa s Mike Gyves . 

In t e rvi ewe r: And where did yo u r father c ome from ? 

Mrs . Br enton: From Ireland . 

I nterviewer : What brought him to Sa l tspring ? Did he come direct form Ireland ? 

Mr s . Br ent on: No , he came from I r e l and to New York, he had a br othe r there 

a nd he came o u t . And times were v e r y tough and he couldn't 

get employment so he j oined the Ameri can Army . And he se t tl ed 

there for abou t four years and at that time be f ore the four 

years were up, they had the San Juan Boundary Di spute . s o the 

Army cam~a cross t o t he San Juan I sl and s . 

Int e rviewer: So he travelled across the States, from New York ? 

Mrs. Brenton: Yes . 

Interviewer: To the San J uan Islands . 
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Mr s . Brenton: ~ 
Yes, I'm not quite sure how th~y travelled across, I don ' t thisnk 

that they would come by boat. v 
Interviewe r: Tha t would be abou t the time of the ~ig War? 

Mrs. Brenton: Ye s , and whil e he wa s there his time was up a nd he didn ' t 

r ejo in the Army, he had his discharge. And he carue to Victoria, 

and just at ;that time the Ca r iboo Gold R~h, so he went north 

with a number of peopl e . And , I don't know how far north, 

it wa s through the Fraser Canyon and up tha t wa~y , to th e 

Cariboo. He wasn't lucky enough to strike gold, so he came 

back to Victoria, a nd he me ' t Mr. Maxwel l. He had t he farm 

at Burgoyne Bay and he told him tha t there was very good 

land he re to be taken up . You know from t he gove c~ment. 

So he came ove r and that's h ow he settled in th e Valley . 

Inte r viewe r: So that was the Gvyes' beginning . When he arrived on Salt-

<jc •--:. 
Spring he was~ t o farm, was he ? 

Mr s . Brent on: He was a carpe nter originally in t he begi nn i ng, he wa s only 

n ineteen a t the time he l eft Ire land . Mr. Maxwell had t old 

him about cedar in the valley he r e s o that ' s wh y he chof se 

th is pl ace . 

Interv iewer: He wa s go ing to mak e furnit ure, wa s he ? 

Mr s . Bren ton: No, I think it was cedar shake s . They were good f or e ~porting 

Interviewer: So , he wa s cutti ng s hakes up t he mounta in . 

Mr s . Brenton: Well no, it was just in t he valley here . I guess that al l 

t he t imber is all down now. Th e c e dar wa s on this p lace . 

Inte r viewer: On thi s fa r m. He was mar r ied on Saltspring, was he not ? 

Mr s . Brent on: Yes, my mot her came from Cowichan, Mr. Maxwe l l had told him 

that he would need a housekeeper and a wif e . So, that ' s 

how he came to meet her . 
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Int e r viewer: She came f r om Cowichan, was she partia l l y Indian ? 

Mrs . Brenton: Yes, she wa s . At the hea d o f the Cowichan Bay . 

I nterviewe r: Her father wa s . ... 

Mr s . Brent on: He was the Ind ja~ Chie f of this littl e . I thi~k t hat they 

had a numbe r of chieftans there. The r e wa s Cowichan Bay , 

Quamichan and Coocasosa. 

I n terviewer : Oh yes, and he wa s the chi e f . That would mean that your mo the~ 

must have been a Pr incess. 

Mrs . Brenton: Well I suppos e she was, i f sh e ha d r emaine d on the reserve. 

But that didnft me an that she was one here . 

I n terviewe r: I t mu st have be e n exc iting . Your mothe r and fath e r settl ed 

here on Sa lt spring , and yo u had a s i s t er. 

Mrs. Br enton: Yes, she was 22 years olde r t h a n I wa s . So she was .... and th< n 

I had a brother , Mi chea l Gyves , Mrs . Gyves' hus ba nd . 

In te rviewer: Mrs . Gyves i s yo ur s ister-in-law, and you stil l l i ve right nexT 

doo r . This wa s part of the or iganal property . I t wa s qui t e 

ex1rensive then , wa sn' t it ? 

Mr s . Brenton: Yes . The prope rt y a c r oss the r oa d, we s old to Mr . Edwa r ds . 

the store-keepe r here ... 

In te rvi ewe r: Whe re was the store ? 

Mr s . Brent on : Right acros s th e road , rig h t next to the Ackerma ns . Yo u 

can see the elm tree the re, he plan ted tha t you s ee . The 

' st o r e was jus t on t his Sfde r ight ag a i nst the bo r der . 

I n t ervi ewe r: And it was a gene ral st o r e, was i t ? 

Mr s . Bre n t on : Ye s , it was . . . He was al so the pos tmas ter. 

In t ervi ewe r : It wa s t he po s t offi ce t oo ? 
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Mrs . Brenton : Yes. It was the only one here at this end of the island, a t that 

t i me . 

I nterv i ewer : And I guess it wa s the only store at this end o f the i sland ? 

Would t he produce come into Fulford Harbour and t he mai l woul d 

come int o Fulfo r d Harbour, at that time? 

Mrs. Brenton : Yes, it did . 

Interviewer: And then horse and car t would bring i t up ? 

Mrs. Br enton : Yes, there were no cars in those days . 

Interviewer: Did you have any animals on your farm. 

Mr s . Brenton : Oh ye s , he did farming as we ll , they had cows and .. .. f o r t he 

plowi ng and ch i ckens , ducks, and gee se . 

Interv iewer: Were they f o r your own us e most l y? 

Mr s .Brenton: Well no , they sold the eggs, the store wa s qu ite hand y , t he y 

t ook mos t everything tha t cou ld be s o ld . Egg s and po ul t r y . Yes , 

tha t was abou t all . 

In t erviewer : Wh o would shop in the s to r e ? 

Mr s . Bren to n : I think tha t it was general. Farmers around used the s t o r e . 

Inte r v i ewe r: Eve n the farmer s in Burgoyne Vall ey ? 

Mr s . Br enton : Burgoyn e Valley , ye s . 

In t erviewe r : Were t here any people lpv ing down i n Ful f o r d Ha r bour a t that 

time? 

Mr s . Bre n ton : Yes , there we r e . The place tha t i s down the r e at t he he a d of the 

Harbour wa s~on of the fir s t pionee r s . hi s name wa s Ba rrel . And 

then the r e was one nex t t o him, a s you go ou t to I sabel l a Po i n t . 

He wa s al so one of the early pionee r s too , he wa s a Shepa r d . 

I n te r v i ewer: A s hepard? 

Mr s . Brent on: Hi s name wa s Shopa rd ! 

I n te r v iewe r : He didn't have shee p though? 

/ , 
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Mrs. Bren ton : No . 

Inte r vi ewer : Were there sheep on the island at tha t time? 

Mrs . Brenton: I think s o . L~t' s see they were about the first pionee rs . Then 

of course the Ruckles at Beaver Point . And the n the MacClenans , 

they were about the only two tna t were out .•• a nd the Tregees . 

They had a place where Solamar is now . That ' s where Irene live s . 

Interviewe r : Where would you have gone t o school ? 

Mrs . Brenton: The little school at Burgoyne Valley, it's still t here . The little 

grey building there , just opposite the United Church . 

Interviewe r: Of course, the United Church wa sn't there . 

Mr s . Brenton: No , but it was built quite early. Well i t mu s t of been almost 

one hundre d years ago . 

Inte rvi ew~ ~: In Fulf or d, at that time, woul d most of the peo p le have go ne to the 

Catho li c Church ? Or wa s the Cath oli c Churc h the r e ? 

Mr s . Brenton : No there wasn' t any church there, at tha t time, bu t I th ink that 

the Catho li c Chu r c h wa s one of the f i r st buil t . I t's almost one 

hundre d year s ago . And most of the people that att e nd ed the r e, 

there is a p ict ure in Bea Hamilton's book, they mos tl y were from 

the San Jua n Isl ands . And o riginall y from Hawaii . An d for s ome 

re ason or another they moved from San Juan to Saltspring . Some 

o f the de sendants are stil l here . Like the Ro land' s . It was 

built befo r e the United Church a nd I think before the Anglican 

Church a t Ce ntral . An d it wa s all f r ee labour , the y brought the 

l umber from the ol d stone church in Cowi chan . It was buil t 

there on the Indian Re s e rve , and i t became too sma l l for 

the congregat i on . so they built a bigger church at Qua m-

ichan . So t hey dona ted the windows and the door s, and any -
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Mrs . Brent on: t hing tha t was mova b l e, and t hey brought it by canoe ov e r 

t o Burgoyne and the n oxe n a nd s l e ighs . And it was a l l 

bu i lt by free l abour, they all donated t he i r time . 

Mrs. Gyves : Te ll the m how you be came a schoo l teac her and how y ou 

t a ugh t s c hool he r e . 

Mrs . Bren ton: There wa s no h i g h schoo l he r e i n those days, a nd n o wa y 

of t ak ing up a ft e r eightth grade , a nd I g uess my fath er 

d idn ' t have mone y e nough to se nd me awa y f o r ve r y l ong , 

so I t ook j ust one year, nineth grade, a t St. Anne's in 

Na n imo . Tha t wa s f o r t en do llar s a month, that wa s the 

pens i on he was g e tting from t he Ame r i can Army . An d 

afte r that, it wa s a n I r i sh man wh o t augh t school here , his 

name was Mr . Co ok . He taugh t in the v a l l e y fo r a number 

of yea r s a nd up at the Di v ide Sc hoo l Hous e and then he wa s 

down at I sabe ll a Po i n t. He was a fr i end of my Fathe r ' s so 

my fa t her s i a t ha t he c ou ldn ' t a ffo r d t o sen d me a way for 

s c hoo l , so why do n ' t you go ind ask h i m i f he wi l l teach 

you, along with the res t o f t he pup il s . So I r emember 

g o ing down and asking him, he did n ' t se em t o be ve ry a nx ious 

t o take another . 

I n terv iewe r : How ma ny students d i d he ha ve a t t hat time~ 

Mr s . Brenton : Well, it was anungraded s c hool, I th i nk th a t the r e was may­

be abou t twent y . And o f c ou rs e i t wa s e x t r a wo r k t o do, 

but it was j ust t he supervis i on that I wanted . 

I n te r v i ewe r : He 'd have all g ra des from g r ade one right up t o g ra de 

e i ght . 

Mr s . Bre n ton : Yes , he did. He graduate d from a Unive r sity in Dub l in . Of 

c ours e he cou l d have ha d a mu ch bet t e r j ob somewhe re ~ l se, 
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but he stayed on the iaand all those years unti l he died. So 

I took all my high school from him. 

And then you we n t t o St. Ann e ' s ? 

No , I took it up after gra~e Pine at St. Anr.e ' s in Nanimo. ~o 

then I had to pa ss the examinations. 

And then you came back to the island t o t each? 

The first schoo l I taught was at Ga liano Island . And the n over 

here at Burgoyne the second year. 

And t hat ' s the schoo l you went to whe n you were a l ittle girl? 

Yes, it's the same one . 

That must have been interest ing to come back and teach whe r e you 

had gone t o srhool. 

We ll , quite a few of the pupils I ha d gone t o s c hool with, you , 

see , were sti l l ~He r e. 

Then you were marr ied here on the Island, we r e you ? 

Yes, I wa s marr i ed in Vic toria, t o the grandson of the Mr . Ed­

ward ' s who ouned the store . 

Ha d your husband g r own up on the Is l and ? 

No, he used t o c ome here for vacations. I don't k now whether thi s 

is in te resting of no t , bu t I wa s four years ol der than he was , he 

was abo u t six wh en he was here a nd he used to at the sotre and i n 

those days he had long c urls, abo u t down t o hes shoulder . He 

was walking to school on day and I called ou t o him " Little 

Lord Pontleroy" 

Wa s he i nsulted ? 

Oh very . He used to walk mornings after t hat with rock s . He 

threw roc k s at me . I had t o run pretty fast going by . 

Not too many young boys wore the ir hair l ong? 
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No they didn ' t, I don' t know why . But I guess he hat ed it . It 

was ve r y ins ul t ing . 

Litt l e did he k now that he would e n d up you r h usband . His name 

was Ea rnest , was i t not ? 

Yes, Earnes~ Bren ton . 

So you were ma r ried i n Vi c t o ri a and t he n did yo u l ive i n Vic -

t oria ? 

No, h is people we r e in Anacortes . An d he we n t back to Bell i ngha m 

and he worke d in a mill the r e for a f ew years. And then he 

became i nte r ested in t he Legion , t he Amer i can Legion . He was 

a r e t urn Soldier . So he became Sherriff ' s Deputy, for a number of 

years , for about nine years, I guess i t was and t hen i n those days 

t he y didn' t have civil s ervice, like they do no~ . When the 

Rep ubl i cans we r e in power, he had hi s job, then t he Democrats 

came i n a nd eve ryone we n t out . An d the y put in t hei r own men . 

So that ' s how we came back t o Salts p r i ng . He moved down to Ana -

cortes a nd wor ked a mil l there and t he fa mily came over her wi t h 

me . Oncd a mo n th o r so un t i l he moved over a ltog e t he r . 

Then when he moved t o Saltspring was he farmi ng ? 

No, I don ' t think that he wa s eve r much of a farmer. He got 

work dr iving a logg i ng truck for a logg i ng c ompa ny he r e and then 

a fter t ha t a school bus and . . . . 

By then the school was up in Ga nges, I guess ? 

Ye s, i t wa s . So he neve r did much farming. J us t gardening . 

An d your children g r ew up o n Saltspri ng? 

Ye s the y all d i d . The one that was bor n he r e wa s the youngest 

son . Tha t wa s Brian. 

What ' fam ily do you have, Mrs . Brenton? 
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Mrs . Br e n t on: Fi ve , four s ons and a da ugh t er. 

Int e rvie we r: Wh a t are the i r na mes ? 

Mr s . Brenton : The oldest one i s Cha r l e s , the ne x t is Earnes t, and Pa t, and She ila , 

and Brian i s the yo unge s t. 

I nte r v i ewer : Are an y li ving on Sa l tspring I s . n ow? 

~~ s . Br enton: Ju st my oldes t son Cha r le s . 

In t e r v i ewer : I th ink now we 'l l mov e on a nd as k Mr s . Gyves a few quest ions . 

Mr s . Gyve s : 

In te r vi ewe r: 

Mrs . Gyv e s : 

I n te rviewe r : 

Mr s .::;yves : 

You we r e bo rn on the is l and weren ' t you 7 

Ye s . 

Wh e r e abouts ? 

J ust near Fe rnwood . 

Just pa s t Fe rnwood . 

Yes . 

I n t e r v i ewe r : Wh y d i d yo ur parent s com~ t c the is l and ? 

Mr s l · Br ent on: Be ca use he r mo t h·~r an d fa t her had moved up he r e up he re a n d she move d 

up here with them . Wh ~n she was j ust sixtee n . 

I n te r viewe:- : 

Mr s . Gyves : 

I n te r viewe r: 

Mr s . Gyves : 

I n t e r v i e we r : 

Mr s . Gy ves : 

I n te r v i ewe r: 

Mr s . Gyves : 

I n terviewer · 

Mrs . Gyves : 

I nt e rv i e wer : 

So she mov ed t o th ~ is l a nd and t hen yo·.r fath er . . .. 

f r om Me tchos in , j us t down pas t Vi c t o r i a . 

So yo~ r mo th e r came with her paren t s a n d you r f ather c ame t o the 

i s lan d a nd t he y we r e marri e d . is that ri gh t ? 

Yes. they n ew each o the r befo r e . wh e n s he was i n Vi c t o r i rl . 

Wha t di d your fa t her do before he c a me to t he islan d ? 

He was on the boats . Wo rked on boa t s . 

And was he doi ng that af t er he moved he r e? 

Oh yes . he was on boat s a l l th•- time . 

wa rd s . 

Up a t Fe rnwood ? 

Yes . 

He wou l d g o f i shing on hi s boa t ? 

The n he had hi~ own boa t aft er-
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No , he used them to run frieght , he worked with : fa the r, who was Cap­

tain and he would run friegh : f rom Nanimo and Vi ctori a and around 

l ike that, difff'r e n t places . 

So h 2 wou ld bring produce int o the i sland ~nd bui lding mate r i al t0 

Saltspring ? Or what would he bring ? 

Anything at all that anybody wanted . 

Your ne ighbor s up at Fe rnwood, would by your grandparents, and 

YP~ , ~ igh~ r oea r, just about five ·m inu tes - wa lk : f~om( our ·· p l ac e . 

Interv i ewer : An d di d you have a ny othe r ne i ghbors ? 

Mrs . Gyves : Yes, my a un t Ma r y lived about two mile.; away f ro~,, our p lace . 

In terviewer : You quire a few r e latives on the island , di dn't you ? 

Mr s . Gyves: 

Int<· rviewe r . 

Mrs . Gyves : 

Interviewe r : 

Mr s . Gyve s: 

Int e rviewe r : 

Mrs . Gyves : 

Interviewe r : 

Mr s . Gyvc>s : 

Int e r v i~·we r : 

Mr s . Gy ves : 

Mr s . Bren to n : 

In · trv iewe r : 

Oh yes. another aunt too, lived at St . Mary's Lake . She ahd a b ig 

fami l y . s o cHd moti : ~ r . 

Ar e t tere ma n y of t hem le ft on ~he isl and ? 

I'm the only one . 

How about your children Doris . do you have any chi l dr e n on t he island? 

Yes, Mark . is home , he goes to school in Ga• ge s, High School. 

in his last year , grade twelve . 

Where did you g o to school . Mr ~ . Gyves ? 

At Fernwood . 

The r e was a little school there? 

He ' s 

Yes , that wa s th ~ marne of it then . I guess it was the North End . . . 

N o r t h 'l e s u v i u s . 

There must ha ~ e been a lot of achoo l's on Sa ltspring at that time . 

We ll the y came in a bunch , didn't they Ma r y ..... t he r e wasn't fo r a 

long time . 

Ye s the r e wa s one at Beave r Point . one h e ~ e and one at the Di v ide , and 

one at Cen ~ r al and Fernwood . 

Wh~ n you we r e alitt l e girl and you wnet to school at Fern~ood wa s 

the r e a sto r e up the r e , yo u menti one d your fa ther ~nd g rand f ather ,, 
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working on the boats . Now I gue ss produce would be brough : i n t o 

Fernwood? 

Yes but we us ed to deal with Bittancourt, down at Vesuvius Bay . 

There wa s a store , at Vesuvius ? 

Ye s . 

Th ·; r : .. sa s e tt lement at '/ ... . ~ uviu s at that time, Lh ., ; , was there? 

I don~t know about wh en mother move~ onto the i s land bu- a fte r that 

i s where the y bu ilt . 

So the r e were peopl e liv i ng a Ves uviu s then . 

Yes . 

The Bittancourts and were there any other fa mi li es t here? 

Oh ye ~ , there we r e a b i g family and the y married an d the y lived righ t 

~here . 

An d other tha n th ~ Bit tancourt s wert- there r- eopl e a t Ve suvius ? 

I'm n o t so sure, no~ too many . Mr . Bittancourc t.s ed t o own mo s t o f the 

land around the r e . 

But the childre n fo r m Vesuvius would have to g o nl l the wa y t o Fernwood 

fo r school , th .;t'' s a long way isr. ' t it ? 

No, the r e was the Vesuvius Ba y School at Central . 

At Central , ah yes . Can you th ink of any games that yoo us e d. to p lay 

wh e n you we re a littl e girl . 

Drop a h a nk e rchi ef and baseba ll . 

H o~ man y children uould be in the s c ho0 l ? 

Ge ne r a l l y abou t thi r tee n or fo ·Jrt een o r fift een . 

Jus t e nough fo r baseba ll . 

191 6 . 

Wh e n wene you marr i e d , Mr s . Gyve s ? 

You we r e ma rri ed on Sa l t sp ri ng . were yLu ? 

Yes, ; i n mv own h ome. 

Wh o did you marrv ? 

J) 
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Mrs. Brenton ' s brother, Mike Gyves . 

And then did you move f r om Fe rnwood ? 

Ye s, l ~oved down to Ful ford . 

To your pres~n t hom; e ? 

Yes . 

Thi s i s a beaut iful home, I r eall y like it . 

I like it too . 

An d it was built before you were married . 

Well it was paritally, we lived wi t h the old folks for a couple of 

months , I th ink, during the s ummer and then we moved over here. 

You lived with you husbands pare nts, you wer~ with them first ? 

Yes . 

W~o built your howse? 

Farley Orchard and ... 

Wa s he the local carpen t e r on the island at th e time ? 

Thi s was hi s first job, and he reade a good one beca~s e he wa u te d 

to advertisE his work . 

What othe : buildings di d he build af t .,r this one ? 

He bu i l t th e Hal l 

The Fulford Hall . What family have you ? 

I h a ve fiv e girls . I' d love oo 1•a ve had a boy . 

Dor ~ s is the only daughte r l i v i ng on the island . 

Ye s . 

I'm ve r interest e d t o know how you met you r husband . There you wer E 

up at Fernwood and he wa s l iving down he r e a Fu l ford . There f ore there 

mu st have bee :, ~ances and different functions wh en the whole of th e 

is land got togethe r . Is that righ r ? 

Ye s, there used to be -.: .• nces at Centra 1 . There was a hall there a 

I ~ 
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l ong t i me before there was a hall an ywhe r e else on the i s l a r d. 

Is that the hall t hat is s ti l l there t oday ? 

Yes . 

~~ : t d id you do , Mrs. Gyves and Mr s. Br e n ton, fo r e nte r t a inme n t 

when yo·, were yo ung. 

Danc ing mos~ly a nd transportation t here was jus ~ harse and buggy, so 

we used to travel 1. 0 quite a . few dances that they .held at t he Cr an­

berry Ma r sh, at the small s choolhouse . And at Cen:ral and at Burgoyne 

Va l l ey. 

What kind CJf rous i c did they have ? 

J ust l ocal music, v iolins and I guess the y .~u..:.t played by ear, th·~ Y 

didn't have any music teac he r s in ~h( se da ys . Usually just violin s . 

Wou l d ~here be a p iano too ? 

No . No piano . 

So t here wo·,· l d be a couple of peo; lf• p laying violin s . 

Oh yes, and we did squa ; e da nc ing a lot. 

Tell us a litt l e about t he Wome n 's Inst it ute here at Fulford. 

We'd work for a nyon e th ; t 1-1e think th:t we should work f or 

Is the ins t itut e part of the farmers i nstit ute ? 

Will t hey' re s o rt of connect ed in some wa y 

and i t's called the women's institut e . 

yes . 

Wha t kind of IJo.-k woul d yo u do ? 

W~ll we use d t o pu t on dances t o rai se money fo • any thing or anybo~ ~ 

t hat had sick children or anything . We worked for the hall, we -were 

t h ~ first t o start in the hal l down he r e . I t was c alled the Fulford 

Institute Ha ll. 

And if t here was a fir e , I guess eve r ybod y :n :he community woul d 

I 



-1 4-

In terv i e we r : r a lly toge the r and prov ide bedding an d food for the peop l <~? 

Mrs . G~· · es : Yes, the institute would he l p wi::h ~: h at als o . 

In terv i ewer: Th·::y \VOu l d org;mi ze SOP.e '. h i ng lik e that ? And the institute ts still goli ng 

today 7 

Mrs . Gyv<'s : Yes, it i s . 

In te:-viewer : And you were one of t he origin~l member s ~ 

t::r s . Gyves : Yes, I ' m t he onl y chate r member left . 

l n terv i ev.• :: r : Rea l-1 y. NoW' d i d yo u mak e qu:ll l t s 1at on .;, point t oo? 

Mrs. Gyves : Yes, we r af f i e d them . To ra i se mo~ey for t he f i rst Hall . 

l n t•~ r·: i e wer : Di d you use Saltspr i ng Is l a nd ~ool in the quilts ? 

Mr s . Gyves : Yes, our own sheep . I did it myself, I ' d been making qui lt s f o r yea r s 

s o I t ho ugh: it wo u l d be a dandy way to mak e money . 

I n terviewer : What di d your husbard do Mrs . Gyves . 

Mr s . Gyves : Well, he was a farm,e ~ and he worke d f or the f ores t ry . He us<:d to l eave 

the i sla• d a n d go away and wo~k for the fo r e stry . 

I n terviewer : This wou l d be wi t h t he Provincial Gover nme nt 7 

Mrs . Gy '11 es : 1 Yes • . :) : . t· 

ln :e r viewe r: YOu ha~e quite a f ew f ruit t r ees arou nd your prope r ty , and you t oo , 

Mrs . Bre n to n , di d you si ll fruit of wa s it for . .. 

Mrs . Gyves · No, we never owned an y s heep , it wa s Mr . Ackerma n who re~ t s the farm . 

Int erviPwer : Yo u do have s ome fruit t r ees around your ;·. r·c·per r y don 't you 7 We r e · thos e 

f or your own use? 

Mrs . Gyves : Or ; c s , just f o r ou r own . 

I n te r viewe r: W he a r about Saltsp r ing frui t tha t wa s se n t fo rm th isl an d . WnC' \v e 'E 

~ h e Fruit growers, on the • i sl and at that time ? 

Mr s . Gyves : The largest favm . I guess wa s t he Trad y 's at Beave r Po i nt . They ha d 

a special 
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a specia l dock bu i lt f o r t he bod ts t o come in and th i t 's whe r e a l ot 

of th ~ young me n wo rke d i n : he o r chard . They us ed t o ga t he r app l Ps 

an d they shi pped the fru i t to Victo • ia and Va ncouver . 

And how a bou t up at the No r th End , i n :he Fe r nwood an d Ve s uv iu s area , 

Mrs . Gyve s , wh o had fru i t t r e e s t h -·;·e, I s ee tha t the r e a r e ~~t i:l c l d 

fr ui t t r e<::s . 

Boo : h., h e wa s a member o f Par liament , for year s and he wa s qu i te o l d 

whe n h e di ed . 

An d where d i d he li ve ? 

Fe r nwood Farm. 

Now wh ~ re are th e Sa l t Sp ri ngs , are n ' t t hey up a r ound there 

so11.e r lAce? 

On Booth Farm t he r e wa s q ui t ~ a few of t h em a nd t h ~ La ken farm . 

Have yo u actua l l y ever s e<:: n the Salt Spring s? 

Oh yes , we used t o p l;•y around them . Mo t he r never l iked it bec ause shE 

said that the r e was no bottom to t hem . If we fell in we'd go down anc 

never stop . 

What did th ~ Sa lt Springs do , d i d they bubb l e ? 

Yes they ~id . and they were filthy look i ng an~ da r k brown, bubbl ng 

an d full of all kind -:, of trees , wh e t h : e r people thr e'"'' th •~m in t o se e '"''hat 

wou ld ha ppen to t h ~m or wha t , I don ' t know. The r e we r e sti'l l i mbs 

s t i c k ing out . J ust a wi l d, horribl e p lace . 

Was ~t r athe r mar shy 

Yes . 

Was it t;a r m water . or did you no tice any c hange in temp e rature-:' 

I do-'t knO'"-' · I was afrai<J t o go too near . I might fall in ~ 

Was the r e a smel l ? 

Yes . k in d of . bu: no t bad . 
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Mr s . Gyve s, your husban d worked out at the look-out towe r whe n he wa s 

workin~ for the fo r est, i s tha t right ? 

Yes . 

How o f t e n di d he g o up? 

In Ma y 

And during ! i r e s ea son h e ' d be up t he r e . An d ; t he r fi was a t ower on Mt . 

Bruce, woul d it be ? 

Yes, b u t there wa s no tower when he fir s t went up there , he j u? t h a d 

a ten t , the win d blew s o hard that i t b lew pa rt o f i t awa y . 

Thi s wo ul d be af te Y you we r e mar r i e d? 

Yes , he looked af te r the fi res on the isla nd . 

An d he wo ul d liv ~ up tl •e r e all s umme r l ong ? 

Yes. he lived up th ere f oy a f ew months . I u s e d ~ o look fo r ward t o :h ~ 

time whe n he woul d come bac k . So he co·i l cl do the f a rm wo rk . 

Oh yes, you 'd h ave a l ot to do wh i ! e he wa s gone . 

We had five horse s then . fo r t y p ig s . a nd n ine cows t o mi lk . 

Ni ne cows . How we :r e t he f i v e girl s 1 we r e t he y goo d at rn i lk i ng'? 

No the y we r e too sma l l. I ha d t o ~ak e them ou t t o t he barn, and keep 

them :J T! t op o f the f eed b i n, t he cows wo·, ld c ome in a nd sme ll th i e r f eet 

a n d t hey thoug h t i t wa s j ust great f un . 

Did you r daugh t er ~ go to sch oo l on t he i s l a nd ? 

Wil l the y we n t to h igh s c hool in St . An ne 's in Vi c t or- i a . 

Vut they went ot El ement ary s choo l he r e on the i sland ? 

Yes . 

Woul d the y have g one t o s c hool in Ga nges t h,, n? 

Ye s , a f te r thi s s c hoo l wa s c l o s ed , wh e n th•: Y had the comb ine d s d .ool 

.1t Ga nges , and bus e s t o p ick them up . 

-Could ·you t e l l us abo·, r 'whe n yo u were ; t t·a c h i ng up i n t he Cariboo a nd 

whe n you ro de your ho rs e . 
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Yes thd t wa s a littl e old s choo l ca ll ed Ot te r Lake, it wa ~ be tween 

Ve rnon a n d Arms t rong . I t was a n ungraded schoo l . And I d i dn't eve n 

have t o appl y , th ~ y sent to the norma l school in Va nc ouve r an d adked the 

Principa l t o send up a teache r , one that wou l d be suitab l e . So 1 don ' t 

know why h..: chose me, a n d Mr. O' !{<·ef e was on o f the orig inal pio :-.eers 

a n d he owned ca t t l e a n d he ow~e n alot of propert y in the east ;an d Mrs . 

O' Ke e fe was qu i t•· a bit younge r, I gu~ s s he was in his sixtie s a n d s he 

was eightee n . Thi s was the second fam i l y thdt : boarde d wi th. They 

wa , ted the teache r i n t h ie r home becaus~ ve f ore t ha t they 'd alwa ys ha d 

a g over ne ss a nd the y thoug h: i t would be mor e sui tab le tc , e ~ what i t 

wa s l ike . So I was the r e fo r f o~ r yea r s . 

An d you tood your o·.- .. l·o rse fr om Sal t spr ing ? 

Yes . 

How di d you ; get i t f r om Saltspr i ng up to .. . 

We l l it went by f r ieght t o Va nco uve r and t hen i t wa s shipped by car , 

by cat tl e car , t o Hope . From the r e I r ode f r om Hope .· t o Princeton . 

That ' s t he wa y the r a nc he r s u s ed t o ' dr ive thei r cattle ov e r the moun tain 

t o Vancouver . 

So it ' s a long r ide . 

The Hope-P rince t on Hig hway i s ; ove r ;the ; o r ig i nal trail . 

How long did it t a ke you t o ride? 

We ll we s t a rt ed ea rl y i n the mo rning and we sta yed at thi s Prospec t ors 

cabin ove r ni ght and I lef t ea r l y in the morni ng an d we got to Prince­

ton about t wo i n the morning . An d I st a rted out t o ride f r om there 

t o Pe n tic t on , s o i t' s qu ite a di sta nc e . Someone from the i sland , t hat 

I knew , he wa s on t he Pr ov i nc i a l Police, he happened to come into a 

hotel and he saw my name on the r egister, and the) told h i m that I ' d 

al r eady riden ou t . So h e drove up with hi s ca r and he sai d he'd come 

11; 
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ba ck t o town a nd t here's a rodeo in Pent icton an d we ' ll ha ve my 

ho r se shipped with the horse s there . So, he d r ove me to Pentict on . 

I didn 't hdve t o do tha t l ong r ide . 

Would that be about 1918 , or some thing? 

We l l , I was there wh en t he war e nded, and it was four years wasn ' t i t . 

An d I wa s there during t he four yea r s . I can remember we r ode int o 

Ve rnon and the Armi sist wa s si g ned . The r e was s uch r ejoicing . I 

r emember the Mayor was qu i t e intoxicated a nd he was a ll dressed up, 

with ;a top hat .. .. and the c r owds were s o happy be cause there we r e s o 

ma ny young men fr om that area t hat ha d j o ined up. 

We l l, Mrs . Gyve ~ , you ' d be on Saltsp ring when the war was on . 

Yes, I was he r e . 

You we r e right he r e in t his house . And we r e there qui te a few so l dier s 

f r om he r e that we r e ove r seas? 

Ma ny of them . Thei r names are all on the centitaph . those that didn ' t 

come ba ck . 

Quit e a few were kill ed weren 't they? Wer e there man y cars on Salt ­

spring at that time ? 

No, none. 

None a t a ll 1 

Ther e was one, o l d Mr Bullock go t a car , he came a nd he ha d i t all b r ass 

shin i ng and almost eve r y time he went out. Everyday 1 guess . And the 

go r ses used t o r un away . Al l k i nds of turmoil here . 

Whe r e wou ld he d rive his car ? Wer e there man y roa ds on t he isl an d ? 

Ve r y nar r ow r oads . But thev were roads yes . Just a bout a s many a s 

the r e are now. but they we r e all small, narrow r oads . Tr ai l s . Bang1ng 

and bumpi ng along . 

Wou ld he sometimes d irve hi s ca r down t o Ful fo r d ? 

I~ 
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Oh yes . He ' d drive it all over the i sland . 

It must have been quit e a sight ! 

He was very anxiou s t o show it off. 

Did you know Mr. Bullock ? 

Oh, I k new h im well. He wa s going a r oun d preicing eve r yone's ears, bu t 

I wouldn't have it . So he gave me a pair of black earrings . I used 

to do my hair down quite i ow and I'd hook it on my hair, and i t ;just 

looked like it wa s on my ears . Old Mrs .. . . Mr . Bullock came down t o 

the institute, she belonged t o the institute and she did n 't care what 

she did or what she said, so Mr. Bullock was standing: there and he ah d 

whiske rs and the y were spread all ou t and she wen t up t o h im and she 

yanke d on ; them and said lovely whiskers· just 1 ike my husband s . We 

were horrified because old Mr. Bull ock , he t ho ugh t himself just wonder ­

ful . I ' ll never f or get that . 

We l l, we 've ·hea rd of hi s magnificant partie s , we r e t he Fulford people 

ever invited t o his parties ? 

He neve r thought very mu ch of ;the Fulford pe ople . Mrs . Ma ude wa s saying 

that wh en she first came to th e island he thought i t ve r y wr ong of her 

to buy property down in Ful fo r d, becuase that wa s j us t like li ving 

a cross the tracks. I was in a boat race wi th Mrs . Maude . She wa s auit e 

a young thing the n. I beat her and nev~r kne~ i t . I had da d ' s boat a nd 

it wa s a big heavy one, mu c h heavier, and she had : a r eal ra ce boa t . 

a cli ppe r, while she was jocki ng th is other boa t . we slipped in and 

won the ra ce . 

·Wer e there many things like I n t e r-Island Competi ti on ? 

On the 24th of May the y alwavs ha d s ort of al l the is lands, we us ed t o 

go down t o tha t every year . 

We r e the r e special things down he r e in Ful ford at the other times of 

th e yea r ? 



-20-

Mrs . Gyves : Well it seemed to be more interesting st Ma yne Is land . I don ' t k now wh y? 

Mrs. Brenton : It was better there, they had boat racing and all kinds of things . 

Interviewe r: Wel l, I cam remember when we came t o the island, it would be about 

twelve years ago ~ there was a May Da y here in Fulford. Whe n did tha t 

star t ? 

Mr s . Gyves: The i nstitute used to put them on, May Day , with the Ma y Queen and every­

thing . 

Mrs . Brenton: Sports for the children . 

Mrs. Gyves : Down in the field, right at the head of the ba y there . 

Interviewe r: Were any other spec ial da ys on Saltspring ? 

Mrs . Gyves : We ll Show Da y used to be a big th eing, up i n Ganges. Central used t o 

have it, ;yes Central had it first . A big show and th e r e would be all 

kind s of things . 

Mr s . Brenton: The Farme rs Inst ituc e wa s on ching that eve r ybod y wen t t o, but t he r e 
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weren' t ve r y many people on Saltspring then . 

Wa s that l ike the Fall Fair ? 

Yes, it was the Fall Fair, with cattle a nd hors e rac ing and ladie s riding 

I can remember Carr i e 's mo t he r rid ing hor s e back , they rode side 

saddle, in those da ys 

Did everybody go from Fulford t o th e Fall fair ? 

Oh yes, eve r ybod y . 

All over the i s land ? 

Yes , eve r ybody wen c . 

It wa s th e big da y . 

Mom use d t o wane t o leave us home s o tha t she wouldn ' c have t o bothe r 

wit h us wh en we we r e s o ciny . It us ed t o break our hear ts . 

It would da t e a way ba ck, if wa s going on when you we r e j us t a smal l 

child ? 

Mr s . Gyves : Ye s . 

Jl 
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And it was held at Central, all t he t i me? 

Not always . For yea r s the y held it at Central . 

And it was usually at the end of August - beginning of September ? 

I gue~s so , becau se f r uit was a great show, f r ui t and veget ables . 

Would somebody come over to j udge the .... 

Yes , they ' d have to . 

And what e l se would go on at the Fall Fair? 

Well , they s eemed to show an awful lot of farm animals, cows an d calves 

and pigs and s heep a nd chicken s ; and turkeys and geese, everything that 

anyone ha d . 

And would t hey have hand y c rafts, like quilts and things like t hat ? 

Oh yes, fancy work and cooking , p ick le s . fru it , all kinds of it . 
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