
,., \ ' , 

M.ary: 

/ ~,~ (~ 
~~\- .>' G-ocd t- ~c~ 

) 
Vesuvius 

by Harv Pilliamson 
Apri l 2P., 1q77 

G. oo&r1 GA. 
-\4t(I'\~ V<~ 

Be in g the closest point on Salt Spr ing to Van couve r I sland, Vesuvius 
w~~ one of the earlies t set t lement s and it still has quite a .different 
c.haracter. :. ::: is a cluster of small sumrne; houses '"hich ri~c ubcve the 
warm wate r s of the public beach. )he r e a r e four short streets eaLh 
contaijing, perhaps, half .a dozen houses . One of these , Goodrich Street, 
was my fi r st hom~~ on Salt Sprin~ so it' s fitting and a grea t ple'asure 
t o me to be sitti ng in this spaceous living room of the He i necky ~arm 
with the Goodrich sisters . Ruth Goodrich has been Ruth Heinecky .r. 
fo r many years now , and her sister , Iri s Pat terson has r ecently -··· " 
r eturned he r e afte r thi r ty years absen ce . 

Now, I j ust want t o establish the different voices of these two and 
then I am goin g t o bow out and le t Ruth and I ri s .iust talk about 
t heir r eminiscences of Vesuvius going back as far as they can 
and telling from the ir fathers memory too and then bringi ng us up 
t o date with maybe other chara cters who are still living here . 
Iris, you have been away h ow long~ 

Iri s : Appr oximately thirty years. 

Ruth: He came back two yr-~rs ago land have built next door t o Rut h in 
t he Bay . 

Ma r y : Actually on the same pr operty? 

Ruth : Yes. on the original Goodri ch p ro~erty . t,:hen it was divided we 
saved a l ot from it and dep t it all these yea r s . 

Mary : And Ruth, I have known for the s even year s I have lived here . 
She was a marvelous neighbor to us when we f irst arrived . I have 
a very warm and special place in my hear t fo r he r . So I want 
t o t hank you Rut h for allowing us t o do this i n your livi ng t oom. 
And now just intr oduce yourselves so that we can hear your voice 
t o . 

Ruth: Well as a Heinecky , I have been he r e for thirty- seven years and was 
born he r e . All my l ife I have lived he r e , e xceot fo r one year that 
was war servi ce . lJith Geor ge , we traveled all a r ound the country 
and decided that it was be tte r for me t o stay put and ra ise kids 
he r e wh i l e he was awa y . On r e turning we went far mi ng . But o the r 
than that my whole life has been spent he r e and pr esumably the 
n ext s t op will be Pioneer Village. But thi s is whe r e. I plan to 
stay unt i l then . 

Mary : Now, you've mentioned some thing that I am quite sure you won ' t 
bring up again so I' m going t o now . You talked about rai sing 
kids but i n fact you have r a i sed a good many mor e than your own 
kids . I seem to r emembe r hearing that you have helped t o bring 
up f i fty- three diffe r ent people in vour family and I want t o get 
that on the r ecor d ! 

Ruth : Well, the r e have been fift y- three yo ung people live with us , five 
of which we ca l l our fos ter kids . nu t of the fif t y-three there, 
it has been the mos t fantasti c expe rience and one I would r epea t 
any time if it came t o r epeating . I would have no qua l ms about 
doing it a gain . It has been a fun expe rience that not eve r ybody 
has been privilaged to do . It has had i"ts un-'f un moT'lents to! ' 

MarY: All r itht nov: I am going to turn the tape over to the two of you 
so please car r y on. _____________________________________ / 
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Iris : Thank you, I thought, Ruth, that we could perhaps s t art with the 
Bittencourts t hat came t o Vesuvi us - pr obab l y t he fi r st people 
tha t came t o Ves uvius . As Dad used t o kn ow Mr. Bit t encourt and 
talk t o him he passed on a l ot of h i s early e xperiences t o Dad 
that he has r epeated t o you. Pe r haps you coul d start f r om here . 

Ruth : Wel l it s eems they we r e a Portuguese fami l y t hat a r r ive d on Salt 
Spring , anrl par t icularly Vesuvius , i n the ir sloops. Ther e a r e 
many s t ories of them be ing shi pwrecked and landed he r e . But I 
don ' t t hink tha t was the truth. I t hink they saw an opportunit y 
a nd embarked on it . The original Mr. Bi ttencourt had f i ve sons 
and bui l t the lodge . Rriginally i t was the stor e , sa l oon , pos t 
off i ce , what have you . 

Mar y ; i.J'he r e was t he l odge . 

Ruth : Fight a t the Vesuvius whar f which what was later known as the 
Hot e l Ves uvi us. I t had many and va ried owners . 1t was idle 
for year s . In fac t we cal led it " The Haun t ed House". It was 
a brave kid t hat could run t hr ough t he fron t r oom, and we weren ' t 
ve r y brave ! We we r e l ess brave i f my Dad f ound out we were 
doi ng i t. The famous Bitten courts had coal mi ne s and copper 
mines or excava t ion s f o r t he same coal mine over i n Dock Bay . 
On the map you will find it a Duck Bay , but or i ginally i t was 
Dock Bay be cause it was so s hel t e r ed and t ha t s where the slopes 
use rl t o en t e r . But kids used t o jus t call it "the creek" . 
Well , it was St . Mary ' s outlet i s what it was which was r eson:=!bly 
good fishing at one t ime . At one time Lor i Moat used t o get 
his coal f r om t he beach, year s 3go, just by waiting for the l ow 
tide when the s eams r an r ight out. And this was in t he forties 
i t wasn ' t a good quality but it was usable. There are copper cribs 
a l l along this coast and def i nitely along r i ght opposit e Vancouver 
I s land. :n our great wisdom we thought the r e we r e wells cause 
they we r e all cribed down but we found out later they had been 
excavating f or coppe r and t her e i s an ab undance t here but it i s 
j-ust to expen s i ve t o do enything a bout . I thi nk Beaver Poin t has 
its coppe r deposi t s as we l l bu t i t s j us t not high gr ade enough t o 
be economi cal t o do eny t hing about. Of course , t hose old birds 
could make a n i ckel whe r e nobody could anyways . His idea o f 
keep i ng h i s five sons out of his saloon was to keep t he m busy 
and some of his mayj o r projects we r e fence buildin g, \vOod cut ting, 
b r eakwater making - a l l tnese t hings that had no begining and no end. 
I n the back of our pr ope rty that my Dad bought f r om Bittencourt 
is about five miles of s nake fences t ha t go no where , ~ave n o 
fields , no nothing a nd when a s ked about t his he said "how the 
hell else you go i ng t o keep five boys bus y' ', and this i s literally 
why t he re a r e co r ds of wood out the r e . And some s a id wha t di d 
you cut it for - boats" shi ps? what ? And he said " no it kept 
t hem out o f t he pud" . How he had five sons do this day after 
day wa s some t hing the r est of us would sure like t o have kn own . 
It was an autho r ity none of us had . 

I ris : Well he b r ought quite a few things t o t he Bav i n the way of 
agri cultur e didn ' t he? 

Rut h : He was r esponsable fo r the orchard s that are in the Bay plus 
Junipe r t r ees which every a uth or ity wi ll tell yo u t hat there 
are two kinds in BC . And some in t he i nte r i o r , some on the 
coast and there are only t wo ki nds but t hese are quite different. 
The only plac e on Salt Spr in g that vou fi nd them natur ally is 
in t hi s area and if ~u find them somewhe r e else then the\· 



have been transp lanted f r om he r e . I think t he app l e o r char ds 
tha t t hey have a r e var ie ties t hat are j ust not hear d of eny­
whe r e else in BC. I t s a pity no one proprogated t hem mor e . 
We l l he br ough t t he Juni pe r s f r om portugal . The y came with 
him. So t his wa s a compl e t e l y new t ype of t r ee t ha t was 
intr oduce d by him. But i t i s quite di ffe r ent from t he nor mal 
J unipe r and t he y seem t o get j us t s o bi g and t hen the y deplete 
thems elves and di e off . 

I r i s : I n t he ve r y ear l y da ys , didn 't t hey have a whar f a t Vesuvi us 
t hat regul a r boa t s stopped a t : The CPR boa t s stoppe d i n around 
the i sland, I t hink it was ni ne whar fs , and s ince t he r e we r e no 
r oads they s t opped at t he wa t e r cources and Vesuvius was a r egular 
por t of Call . 

Rut h: I t hi nk one of the early boats t hat I r emember was the Ol d Ot t e r. 
The Otter was due to sail Thurs day but i f i t would arr ive by 
Fri day Night , well, s o ho t but i f it got ba ck t o Van couver 
by Monday t ha t was even a bigge r mi r a cle. But i t did ge t t he r e 
and t hat wa s t he ea r l i e s t t r ansportation i n our li fe I t hink 
pe rhaps t he r e were o t here like ? t o Cr of t on and t o 
wes t home and down by the tri a n i n t o Vi c toria but we cer t ainl y 
neve r traveled tha t wa~ . I t was alwa ys boa t and I don ' t t hi nk 
t he r e were t o much comme r ce t ha t went f r om Ve s uvius because the 
pr od uct par t of t he economy wen t fo rm Fe rnwood . ~u t he r e I th ink 
it was a ma tter o f s ur viva l . 

I r is : Now what about the Quarry? Rut h , of cour s e , t hat s ano t her 
maj or pr oject or ha s been i n t he Bay a r ea . 

Ruth: I t seems t o me that t his was harry Coldwell t ha t t old me t his . 
~hat s tated in t he 1886 ' s which i s about t he beginning of t he 
lodge time and t hat i s how t he Mouat s , and t he Maxwell s and the 
Coldwells came t o t he i s land. According to Ha r r y , the Col dwell s 
br ough t then all, maybe the o t he r peopl e will say it s t he othe r 
wa y a r ound , but the Maxwel l s we r e t he skeppe r s on the ba r ges and 
th e Moaa t s, a nd t he Co l dwe ll s . These we r e t he barges t ha t t ook 
the Qua r r ies and t he mays ons that cu t t he rock and this was 
a particular t ype of sands t one t hat doe s no t de t e r i or ate a 
whe n i t i s exposed t o t he air. And the y can barge it f r om about 
a qua rte r of a mile down t he coa s t f r om whe r e we a r e now . 
And t he y could t ake t o pla ces by bar ge t hat t he r e was no othe r 
transportation and it got a s far s outh a s San Fr ansisco . People 
have seen t he place in the librar y t hat was put t he r e sta t i ns 
j us t this , and t ha t wa s 1886 plus the cossway i n f r ont of t he 
Pa rl i amen t Buildings in Vic t oria and Ornan Point Breakwa ter and 
part of wharf s t r ee t. This wi ll be a r gued becaus e i t s all a 
granit e n ow, b ut that is t he or igi nal and obvious l y t he money 
an d excessories are be tte r t hey changed that f ace but t he o r i gi ­
nal r ock has br ough t t hem down he r e and i ts a par ticially f ac i nating 
po i nt t ype of min ing , now powde r j us t rows o f holes t hat the~ 

fi lle d with ch i sse l s and then banged t hem in and then t he r ock 
b r oke swuare . Thi s wa s t he whole value o f that pa rt icul ar t ype 
and e ven now t he r ema ins of the slag gettie s went out into t he 
wa t e r whe r e the bar ges came in. The r e were drums t hat wi n ched 
it up and down whe r e eve r it had t o be win ched be cause t her e 
wa s no o t her t ype of powe r. The most fascinat i n g th i n g is t he 
r emain s of t he cabin g t ha t the wor kmen l i ved in because t her e s 
like a fireplace a t one end of an obvious cabin and a du t ch oven . 
t he l og par t sin ce r o tted away . The t r easure s t ha t we r e a r ound 



ther, we very foolishly l eft like t en gallon wash tubs , t ypes 
of things that we r e hand manufacture d because they were rivi ted 
and the date s were stamped in not written on. We l ef t them the r e 
simply because we enjoyed looking at them and my Dad figured 
enyone else would do the s ame but no one else valued them and 
they used them f or targets . 

I ri s : Those ligh t s for instance and lanterns .... 

Ruth: Yes, there were these old fci shined Isin glass storm lante t ·ns 
and they were a little collapsed but quite distin guished and 
we hung them in the trees thinking th~y we re s u ch fascinating 
objec ts only to find they were blas ted full of hole s . Old 
shoes with hand cu t brades that kept the l eathe r on them and 
all these fascinatin g thin gs that people would have valued 
beyond enything and we felt leaving them there was the best 
thing you could do but it wasn't and all the bottles go t broken. 
There was literally hundreds of bricks that no one seems t o know 
why they we re the re but think perhaps it was where the forage 
r oom was for sharpening all the bits. I think there are about 
10 of these fireplaces in evidence though of course people find 
the r ocks fascinating and swipe them for patios or what have 
you . 

Ma r y: Hha t t ype of person worked on the quary Ruth? 

Ruth : Hell, if you talk t o someone who has been on the i s land 10 
minutes he 'll tell you they we r e I t alian n:asons but they weren 't 
they were presumably Scotish mason like Mouats, Coldwells , 
Naxwells, t he r e t:bviously no t Italian s ! The earliest one s , we r e 
latte rely told after the 1900 ' s there wa s a r e-growth of youth 
for that quar y and a contractor was in there and he had a cr ew 
of east-indian s . This caused lot s of consternation because 
t he y had to get fresh milk and a s Des Crofton used t o t ell us 
hi s Dad would bring the fresh milk out every Saturday . For 
these se ttlement s it could have only have been very s hortly 
lived , I don't t hink the y were the r e f o r any particular time . 

Mary : Now another indus try that was in the Bay area, Ruth , was the 
T~ ' Tye Mill that was in the Creek bottom from St. Mar y ' s Lake . 

Ruth: I think its call ed Duck Cr eek but thats not what we called i t 
but I think thats what its known as now. These were the 
portable sin ges saw mills that c ut the r ailr oad t yes and it 
seemas t hat at that point, thi s would be the mid-twentie s . 
Everyone worked in the tye mill even my cripp l ed Dad worked 
the r e ... he drove a horse and every Saturday we would t ake hi s 
lun ch t o him . And he shouldn't had worked the r e but he did . 
Bill Evan s was one of the r e oringinal t eamster s and t hey ha d 
a truck that Mr. Looney drove . 

I ri s : Mr . Looney was quite a cha rac t e r he actually later in year s lived 
up in the cranberry and was ac tually and completely stone deaf 
and his wife us ed to get so cr oss that she used t o write him 
otes and when he was r eading it at he r, he would crumple them 
up and t hrow them out he wouldn 't even bother t o read them. 
She could neve r get he anger across t o him because he was frus ­
t r ated at ever y t urn. 

Marv : I imagine afte r the saw mill the Chaplins chicken s r anch that 
the y had was p r obab l y one of the biggest industrie s in the Bay . 
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Ruth: That was just loved dearly because he loved our cat s , he fed 
our cats and then he ate our cats !!! 

Iris: We didn ' t find this out until a f ter several very plumpt ca t s 
disappeard f r om his doorstep . He used to keep them tied with 
a little collar and rope to hi s doorstep and then that cat would 
be gone and he would want anothe k i tten and we thought that 
he was marve lous because he looked after our animals so well ... 
enyway he was kind of a dear old fellow . 

Ruth: They had sever al different partners in that and t hen it was 
de pression t hat sort of pt:t the skids on that most l y one part­
ner went to Victoria and one stayed here and one went back t o 
England. The business de pleated. 

Iris: Well who was the chap tha t I n gliss ' s bought f rom me that were 
the place that came up from our boundry ? 

Ruth : I think Lanley was the name, isn't that Lanle y r oad , yes that' s 
right we l l they we re t here I can neve r remember them they we r e 
long gone in my memory . All those house s I be lieve were all up 
that r oad like wha·t is n ow the corner one and the one they moved 
out of the Bay that was all built by Bit tencourt. And he i s 
prefab he bought the lumbe r i n Victoria and cut t hem all on the 
barge on the wa y up so when he got he r e all ne had t o do was t o 
assemble them. And if they think prefabbing i s knew they didn' t 
know Mr. Bi ttencourt thats all there is t o it. 

Iris: \.Je ll when Mr. and Mrs . Ingliss dicided t o make an Otter Court out 
of the:i. r chicken ranch do you remember when they made what the y 
called the Community Kitchen out of the Bruder House. And we 
r efered it a s the Bruder House and poor Mr. Ingliss used to 
get into an absolute state because here were these gue s t s 
coming and we'd say "Oh we ll the r e going over t o the Bruder 
House instead of the Community Kitchen. 

Ruth: That same family was the mos t fantastic ne ighbor s you could ever 
get, tha t s really much of history, she sat with my mothe r when we 
were born and then she sat with me when my k i ds were born and 
you know the kind of neighbors t hat probably only Poineering 
days will ever kn ow because the need was s o gr eat I mean the :· 
needed each other so much . They were quit a famil y with fo ur 
boys and there were three of us and the ages corresponded . 
Those kids were so bad tha t you could only be proud of them an d 
I mean this wasn't haughty bad it was disobient bad . But they a l l 
had bikes from our famou s Aunt Auna and the booms use d t o be 
t~ed t o Vesuvius and the little devels would get out and r i de 
on the booms on these bike s well there we r e broken arms and broken 
legs , half drown kids being hauled out of the wa t e r al l the 
time. We didn't have bike s but I couldn ' t emagine having the 
nerve t o try some thing like t ha t it seems to me somebody was 
aske d t o dive for t he kids bikes off the wharf the y would fl y 
down and go over but the y all survived it. It's like t elling 
a kid t o go play in traff i c , go play on the wharf . But t he 
thing they had that we didn't have was an Aunt Auna that had 
a good job she always brough t them mounds of goodies at Easter 
and the ir Christmas parcel s were fantasti c . Wo we all adop t ed 
Aunt Auna and about Iris an d I ' s best cl aim t o Aunt Auna was 
t hat she'd send he r e clothes t o Mrs . Ingliss whi ch wa s no more 
t hat what it always was like hand downs and when Mrs . Ingliss 
go t a n ew parcel we could hardly wait t o see what was in it t o 
see what she wa s ging t o give t o us which was usuallY nav\' blue 



blumers that none of us ~anted but mothe r thought they ~ere s o 
pr actical . Aunt Allna ~asn 't a favorite ~hen thi s happened but 
~hen she sent us a blouse that ~e liked , ~ell she ~as a gr eat 
per son. 

I ris: \~ell ~hat about t he gr eat Indians t ha t used t o f i sh fo r blue 
backs us ually i n the ~inter months he r e , they ~e re marve lous 
peop l e t o . 

Ruth: Hell , they came from Cupe r I s land that ~as al~ays a bit of a j us t 
he r e be cause our fi she rman al~ays used t o go up a round Cupe r a nd 
Ten t Island and fi sh but in t he early days the Cuper I s l and 
Indi ans used to come t o Vesuvius t o fi sh. There couldn't have 
been mor e than one r eason f or that , ~e neve r did know the ir name, 
t h i s family , but they had t~elve dids ~e do kno~ that and t he 
f a the r ~ould come in s it on my Dad' s be d and conve r se ~ith him 
but he 'd s end t he old lady and a ll the ki ds out fi shing a nd the y 
had a dreadful boa t and they to~ed all these dugout s down an d 
the y ~ould s till go fi shing . he ~ould come in and ha ve t e a 
~ith my Da d and then he ~ould go down on the r ock and give t he 
most god-o f f l e s cr e a ch and they 'd all come in from f i shing 
and then mama ~ould ma ke then cocoa and t he fa t he r ~ould ahve 
t ea ~ith Dad but the di ds and the mothe r ~ould come in and have 
this cocoa and ~arm buns and ~e ·called he Adden Uf f a c tua lly , 
and tha t ~as the ~hole t hing . 

Iris : Tell them ho~ she go the name of Adden Uf f . 

Ru t h : She ~ould come in and ~eave t h i s coke - and mothe r ~ould say 
~ell you have s ome mor e add-enough . And ~e ~ould s ay right down 
t he line t he t~elve kids you have somemor e add-enough , so you 
see , ~e neve r cal l e d he r enythi ng else . She came one day and 
she had no kids ~ith he r and she a t e a l l she could ea t and 
she 'd had- enough and mom sai d ~heres a ll your ki ds and she said 
t hems all go mump s . I guess if she t old he r t hi s befor e she 
~ouldn 't have go the cocoa . 

I r i s : We us ed t o have appl es , Dad, ~as a gr ea t one f or i n the Bay of 
cour se there ~ere j us t hundr eds of appl e trees and ~e used t o 
have a f ruit celler that bulged . An off l e l o t of t he Indians 
used ot come and trade apples f or f i sh and ~e go t al l of our 
f i sh t ha t ~ay . They ~oul d pr obably bring t h r ee or four blue 
backs , and Dad ~ould give them hal f a sa ck of app l es . 

Rut h : The b igge r t he app l e the be tte r t he old cooking app l e s t ha t 
l ooked l ike ba lloon ~ell , t hey ~ere j us t pr ized bu t their big 
pr ize ~ere pears ~hich t hey cal led bear s . "You have bear, ~e 
have fish'! , and I thi s ~as the marte r y so , be tween had- enough , 
be a r s, and appl e s ~e l ived ve r y ~el l . 

Iri s : Ruth, you should t e ll them about Mrs . I nglis s ' s lit t l e boy t ha t 
~as burn t t hat time . 

Ruth: \~e l l t h i s goes ba ck t o things that peopl e a r e tryi ng t o r ecap t ure 
and a r e missing about 100%. Th i s lit tle chap had a ve r y bad 
burn on his s houl de r and oh so i nfec t e d and f lamed and he ~as 
s uffer i n g badl y ~ith this and had- enough a rri ved one da y . She 
t ook one l ook at it and said " I 'll be back", and she ~ent up 
above t he l odge and along t he beach and she ca rne ba ck ~ith a 
handful of r eal gucky l ooking stuff , mostly sea~eed and she 
pa t t ed in i n her hands a fe~ times t hen s l apped it on h i s back 
and put a patch ove it and s aid fina lly , "No~ you leave i t for 



three days, and don't touch it!" Mrs. Ingliss was a nurse and 
nearly died weeing this gunk going on her sons shoulder but three 
days later the inflimation was gone and it was heeling beauti­
fully, but they never thought to ask her what she put on it and 
now you'll give your right teeth to know. 

Iris: But in those days, before antibiotics and that, Ruth and I can 
remember all the treatments mother always put on bread poltice 
which we found out later was the start to penicillin. If we 
had blood poisining in the finger we would smke it for days i n 
hot water, and I mean hot, it was changed every ten minutes. 
For Inpotigal which we got off the barnicles off the beach it 
was sulfer and lard and that cured it as good as eny antibiotics 
that they have today . And of course living to we had the most 
fantastic storms and our house being very old farmhouse its a 
wonder we made it throughl 

Ruth: It was a badly built old farmhouse ! 

Iris: Do you remember the time, Ruth, we looked out and this was a 
dreadful st.orm and hear was this house sailing past the rocks. 
Irt was one of those Japanese places up in the Cannel and the 
high tide was there and just had literally blown it out and it 
went sailing past and I suppose eventually it disintegrated , 
and the Japanese were taking out nets and things that they 
had stored in it. 

Ruth: They rescued it but an offle lot of Japanese was being said and 
very little action being done. That same storm was one of the 
funniest things that ever came t o the farm when we had a chicken 
cage on this side of the ridge and the wind picked all the 
chickens up and blew them over the hill into the other valley . 
~hese things were sailing over like footballs not flyin g not 
doing enything and their not the brightest looking critters 
in the world and to see them go sailing without flying .•. it 
took about three days to find them all. 

Iris: Dad carne to Salt Spring about 1918 I think, didn't he Ruth, he 
was first world war vete rine and really very badly wounded and he 
brought mother who who was straight from England from London and 
dropped her right in the middle of Vesuvius and it was secluded 
and really isolated. 

Ruth: Well no one lived here then there were thousands but nobody lived 
here and no phone, no light, no nothing and mother was a little 
person like 90 pounds soking wet sort of thing. I don't think 
she 'd ever seen a cow until she'd hit Salt Spring so I think 
the isolation and the quietness could have just about done 
her in really exept that they got to love the place so much 
they wouldn't have parted with it for enything but I think the 
first two or three years must have been absolutely bejond indurance 
bu some standards . 

Iris: I know th e electricity never carne t o Salt Spring until 1937 , I 
think and we had no refrigaration and no lights and we ate by 
the season didn't we Ruth. In the summe r, which wouldn't be 
approved, we ate nothing but venison al l sunnner . . And in the 
fall we ate nothing but venison and in the winter we ate cod 
and salmon be cause they were in seas on and Dad use d to shoo t ... 
we l l 'the only light we had really that was man made was Dads 
pit - larnp ing fla shlight that had five cells and he would 



go out at ni ght and aim the flashlight over his head down his 
gun barrel and hit a pair of e yes and that deer was dead and 
just that quickly . We ate eve r ything, we didn't waist one mor sel 
of that meat we ate it, and ate i s and ate it didn 't we Ruth . 

Ruth: Dad was l eathle with guns and he never waisted amunition and 
that was expensive so enything they shot and died tha t s all t he r e 
is t o it. They used t o pit - lamp the coon on the beach because 
you could ge t about well 75c for skin i f you were lucky . This 
parti cul a r night we had rode him around Vesuvius t o go hunting 
this coon and he puts the light up the tree and the r e we r e the 
eyes but nothing fell ou t of it and this was a bsolute l y un-
heard of , ·enyways he told lus to move the boat and we did and 
two stars pointing , shining through ohe branches and he had done 
hi s best t o shoo t the branches so huDting was over then that was 
so absolutely embarrassing to have this happen we came home . 
End of the hunt! 

It really was a matte r of survival on the that we were r aised 
on Dad' s military pension and we were so lucky because of this 
military pen s ion but n obody knew it was seven dollars a month 
you see. And when t he season came t hat the chi ckens didn 't 
need grain and Dad didn't want to buy enymore so he used t o 
send us kids over t o the beach t o dig up clams t o supplemen t 
the chickens food you would just throw the clams t o the chi ckens 
and t hey would eat them up and you could eat eggs or eat clams 
but I'm dammed if you could t e ll the difference between t hem. 

Iris : The outdoor plumbing was another joy , everybody ha s been tracked 
in the outdoor plumbin g but if you made a quick dash before 
you wen t t o bed with your • .. the bug . ~ou bet t e r tell them what 
the bug i s . 

Ruth : You take a jam tin and you turn it sideways and poke a candle 
up through the bottom and put a ba il over the t op and keep i out 
of the wind or it will go out . . . but it takes a good wind 
t o blow it out. Enyways , fly fo r the ·gahoohy and have your bug 
go out, and the r e you a r e trapped until somebody r escues you . 

Iris: Ruth and I used to make this track everynight about e i ght o'clock 
and it would be pitch dark and windy and stormy and we would 
get ins i de the l ittle outhouse which was a two seater then we 
would start thinki ng t he r e was a cougar outs i de and we used 
to stay in the r e fo r I don ' t know how long but when we got 
back, mothe r used to be so mad a t us because we were la t e 
ge tting t o be d . But there was no way we would get out of that 
door because we wer e sure there was a cougar and t hen when w 
did we would r un and break the 4 minute mile gett ing back t o the 
house . 

Ruth: This pi t - l amping bit, I don 't think enybody i n those early 
days ate eny othe r meat but what the y , I'm quite sure the y didn ' t . 

I ri s : Eve ryone lived on venison . 

Ruth: The r e are some gr ea t tales about var~ous game wardens that we r en' t 
plentiful and made a darn good point of not coming t o the I sland 
and it was safer that way and the police didn't mind. It was 
neve r the mind shooting the dee r it was getting caught doing it 
and bel i eve me you didn't ge t caugh t thats all the r e was t o it. 



Iris: People in those days just hunted to eat, there was no game shooting , 
I mean the r e was no fantastic deer hunting season because there 
made no difference people shot the deer t o eat. 

Ruth: Later when neighbors started t o come and we'd be getting on t o 
it we had a magistrate come to live in the Bay and Dad stil l 
had to shoot deer but he was a little r eluctant t o be obvious 
about is so he used t o send Iris and I over to talk to this 
guy till we heard the shot. ~~d then we would have to come 
home and help bring this beast in. The idea was we were to 
keep everyone so occupied that they wouldn' t hear the shot. 

Iris: And in the surrnner when we used to have summer visitors and they 
would say "oh my, what's this meat?" so then we'd say oh it was 
viel or goat; and they thought it was marvelous and never though t 
it was enything else. 

Ruth: The only other industry or a griculture i n the area was that 
violet farm~ and that was where Dr. Cock's place i s and all that 
and it's five acres of solid violets. But then they didn't 
make enough mone y off that so they had large chicken buildings 
there which one compensated for the other. The violets smelled 
beautiful, I can't say that the chickens didn't but t hat was the 
return shoulder settlement. They farmed that for quite a f ew 
year s then went back to England ever y body saw the dpression and 
wen t back. Those were the days when the whales went through 
here now thi s has to be mentioned Mary, because it would take _t hree 
days for the hurds of whales to go through these narrows and I 
mean nigr1 t and day that channel would be solid black with whales. 
And they will t ell you now that killer whales are not aggr essive 
and all like that its only because the r e a r e s o few of them 
because the fights that went on out there was absolutely e ppi c . 
No fisherman, the Japanese or the Indian fisherman, would ge t t o 
shore fast when the schools went through . The natural enemy 
of the sealion is the whale and they would come up on the beach 
and they would roar there hearts out but they wouldn't stay in the 
water. You could get with in ten or fifteen feet on these enormous 
bold sealions and he would roar a t you and sort of make lunge s 
but he would do enything but go back into the water. They would 
s it on the r ocks as long as the whale went through which some time 
would be three days and w got to know t he old clumps . Some were 
qui t e different from the others and they had bigger fins . The 
s chool s parti cular ily the black fish (ther e were other s ) , in t he 
spring they seem t o go north and in the fall they come back and 
they would have the young with them. That was really something 
when you could see this enormous fin and then the little fins 
beside them. 

Iris: Of course we used t o , as children, walk to school three mile s and 
at leas t we us ed t o always say it was three its since s hr unk t o 
two and a half. Are actual entertainment as children was main l y 
in r ow boats on the beach and Ken the older brothe r, his main 
Saturday occupation was ·to catch occupus off the rocks , and s ome 
we r e literally huge . And we counted nine foot ~egs on them s o 
that would make it up to twenty feet that was the tenticles . 
The beach was mostly a playground . 

Mary : When you started farming, Ruth, that was about the 1946 ' s app r oxi­
mate l y . 



Ruth: That was three cows~a truck and 125 dollars I think, no barn no 
nothing. Before we finished we had 30 cows and a couple of trucks, 
two milking machines and the thing is to farm on Salt Spring you 
need as much equipment to farm 70 acres as you would hundreds o f 
acres, you needed the convenient of it which defeats eny project. 

Mary: I think some of your experiences on· that milk run are absolutely 
marvelous. 

Iris: Ruth and George used to start delevering at 4 o'clock in the morning 
and of course nobody was up then or if they were there would 
quite often be some fantastic arguments and differences because 
the wrong cars were parked in front of the wrong houses. 

Ruth : Well, I think this is the lovelist part of it because the population 
considerably smaller and everybody was known by everybody. And 
you'd see the wrong cars at the wrong gate at 4 in the morning 
you'd say, "I know where you were last night I " . And they would 
either hate you or were really nice to you which ever they would 
figure would do the best good. 

Iris: You should tell them about the trips with the truck in the snow, 
it would just break the heart of the normal person . 

Ruth: Well, I don't know its so funny now but at the time I think you 
could sit in the middle of the road and think I simply will no t 
go another. inch. But I think our eppic trip was out Trip Road 
at 5 o'clock and the snow plows had been out and they 'd plowed 
the road and made right angle turns into the driveways and 
turning the van arotmd was just next door to impossible without 
a lot of two inch jiggling and George was never the most patient 
man at that hour of the morning, It was usually, "Get out and 
show me where I am", so you'd smack the side of the van wichever 
side he was supposed to turn to. It took thirty turns to get 
him turned around at Trellfords, of all places . I guess he 
was so emotioned in this turn that he just drove off and left 
me standing there, and I'm thinking how deaf he is and if I 
yell I'll wake up Trellfords but I'll never get George back 
here. So, I'm thinking he's gayly going off to central wandering 
why the old bag isn' t answe r ·ing him to all these questions 
so he has to come all teh way back and the same damm thing 
happens again. And I say if you go leave in the middle o f the 
road again ••• but he didn't • . It seemed the last thing you 
needed on the milk run was sensitive feelings because it was 
always snow thether and for a few winters we had some dandies. 
He'd start laboring up the hills and say "Get in the back !" 
meaning the extra weight was needed and you'd get up the hill 
and he'd never remember to stop and let you .back in the car 
and you would be sailing through Ganges in the back of the 
truck. It was about this time and we would start taking A 

thurmous with Us which would break the manotany , 6 o'clock 
in the morning when the cars would be going to the ferry here 
was the Heineckys having coffee on the side of the road and they 
would think, "so early in the morning". It seemed to me we were 
on the road before the road crew was and I don't know why we 
didn't wait except if it was cold whether and you waited to long 
the milk froze and rose above the top of the bottles. Not t o 
many people are going to by milk thats exposed two inches to 
the air so we got it out there or we didn't and they say why 
do you bother and we'd say for the simple reason if you don't 
get it out you don't get paid for it, and that was rather an 



important part of our economy was to get that money at the end of 
the month. 

Mary: We want to hear a little more about the Model T your father had . 

Ruth : Oh that thing, we spent one winter in the cramberry following 
these particular time mills and I guess it was when we were all 
coming home that it was I guess that I don't know everything was 
such accation and mother would get in the front and one by one 
we would get into the back and everybody would get settled and 
then father would crank it up and we wnt over that bank that 

Iris: 

is just past the old Gossits farm, Fox Club Farm. I think it was 
a sixty - seven foot bank which went to the bottom then rolled 
right over but nobody was hurt and two big sweed packed the car 
back up to the road and then we drove it home . It always had 
a bad turn to the right and you never know where its going 
because it was angled that way and it scared the geewiz out of 
people who were coming towards you particularilly when you make 
a left hand turn looking like you were going right. 

And of course it happened several times that you would be 
driving down the road and look ahead at you and here would be 
your front wheel taring along the road ahead of you. The car 
stayed up even on only three wheels not like a car would s o 
today flop over. 

Ruth: 1he thing you are forgetting is that mother was in that car! 

tris: Yes, -.other didn't drive but she vas very vocal ••• 

Ruth: I don't think eny car could have survived .others ina tructions ••• 

Mary: Ruth, do you know of eny funny incidents that happened, I'm 
thinking of Mrs. Inglisa and the store. 

Ruth: The•e~local people a new comer is as tight as a tick be just 
didn't spend a nickel if he could get way with it or borrow it 
that is. But he vent to the store and bought a cake of soap 
for 3¢ and then he got home and found he bad a little piece 
of soap so he brought it back and said he had only washed one 
time so would yb.uumiad taking it back. I don't know whether 
whe did or not but she probably did. 

Iris: I think she probably did. 

Mary: Do you have some more deriving stories to other people driving 
you Ruth? 

Ruth: These are nev 110dern ones iD a .adern .W.tin and I needed a 
ride to Ganges very badly and Margaret Garlill.e a very sweet 
old lady dicided to drive .e in you start at 90 mlas standing 
start and you fly into the ditch OYer the white line all the 
vay to Ganges and when you hit -the big hill she says, "I never 
drive very fast y.u know, I have no breaks" • eout this time your 
in total calapae or you beaterical. 

Mary: Ruth, tell us about the team that vas brought back from Crofton 
that night. 

Jluth: This goes back even before IIY Dad's time but, I guess it eouldn' t 
be basketball baca .. e thats a reuonably ftev ga.e it had to be a 
•occer team that had been to Dtmean to play soccer and they used 
to get a launch to come froa Maple Bay over to Vesuvius and pick 
up the team and take them back and they'd play the ga111e and 
by the time they got back here it waa getting the ve aaall b~rs 



in the aoming. Highly exited team arrives and the launch lets 
them 9ff at the rocks and they all clamaer .. bore and find they h~ 
had been left on the farthest ialand of the p6int and they 
walk the island tntill .arning wondering vaere the hell the 
road had jot to. 

MKa_ry: kuth, tell us the serious note vh.ich we vhould record here 
which vas vhr.1 you found the family. 

R.uth : Aaan and his wife and his two youngsters had been llam digging 
at Booth Canal and tried to go ho.e at the face of a storm and 
didn't ll&ke it and washed in on the beach here and it vas actually 
about now it was in May that this happened and vhy it vas so ~ 
cold, but it was a bitterely cold wind, unexpectedly came up. 
Three of thea washed in and the father didn't fum up for a 
.anth or so. 

Mary : You were looldng out of the window? 

l.uth : Zheababit I have is looking out of the window first thing in the 
.aming and there is a bucket on the beacbe so I vent down to 
retreave it and nearly fell over the .,ther and two children 
that were washed ashore . 

Iris: For one thing in this particular cbanel which is Stewart Chane! 
one of the .as ~ tr.cberous areas in as auch as the atoras can 
get up , well years ago we didn ' t have weather forcasting, but 
they could leterally get up in ten .tnutes it would be calm and 
in ten minutes it would be a real raging storm. And if you 
happened to be , aeU.-· I think Ruth r..embera this, when I vas 
7 and Ruth was 8 and we were caught out in a sto r m we s t art ed out 
in September and the weather was beauti fu l and mother was wit h 
us and t his speaks veryhighl y of Ruth' s abilit y with a boat. 
Dad and Ken, my brother, had gone hunting over at the Cranberry 
Outlet and we were to go and pick them up midaf t ernoon we were 
within ten minutes of getting to that beach and four hour s 
later we st i ll hadn ' t made it ashore and finally went wit h the 
wind a ended up on Layered Beach which was the Rainbow beach 
camp but Ruth ro l led that time and I don't know how she did it 
she was sturdy, it certainly was the lif~ and death struggle . 

Ruth: We were to go over there by ourselves and mo ther decided t o 
come with us and I don't know if that was good or ba d . 

Iris : We ll, I think it was in a wa y because she coul d at least ha v e 
and adult's outlook on things. But she had jus t recentl y 
re covered from a ve ry serious operation an d she could ha ve 
been no he l p physica ll y . 

Ruth: When the se herds of wh a l es would go through the population 
of whal e s and sea l ion s was absolute ly i t wa s unbelievabl e 
the hundreds and hundreds of these anima ls that we r e here 
and the big sealion wrookeries tha t were up at Cap e Mu dg e 
they still are bu t the y are v e r y minimal now. Th e mounti es 
in those days, had nothing to do with the civi l policing 
at all they were strictl y federal and fish e rie s i s feder al 
and they would go up with the mounty boat and tu r n th e 
machi ne guns on t he wrookerie s to keep the population down 
just t housands of them and the y had t o be cont ro l le d bu t 
eape Mu dge isn't that far away and the beast s would float 
down and they got about half inch th i c k le athe r hide on 
them and by the time they got down here th ey were we l l and 



trully high but the l eathe r would hold them together but whe n 
they lande d on the beach they rup tured its absolut e ly unbe li ev ­
abl e it wou ld usually be in the summer. Getting rid of these 
two beasts was alwa ys an eppic some time s the y woul d try an d 
sin k they bu t it wa s an impossibilit y but Dad had a fantas tic 
wa y of turning, marshe ling, eve r y thing like " you kids get 
rid of tha t sea li on" , a n d we would tow it 0ut and get it in the 
current that wou ld take it s omewhere else. ~ith these 
neighbor boys and ourselves, we woul d tow these damm things 
out a nd one t ime we ran int o a tug a nd a tow going through a nd 
it had a big bo om on it so we hooked this big sealion on the 
e nd of the boom. The other thing if you couldn't get ri d of 
them you couln't dianomite them, so we would have towed mor e 
than one to Crofton and tied it to the dock, the worst the 
Crofton peop le coul d do would be to le t go of it and it woul d 
drift on their beach. It wasn ' t a matter of e liminating the 

evidence it was just spreading it around a bit . The othe r 
story of this same thing wa s when t he La yerds originally came 
to the island which had to be even the earl y 1900's and the y 
ha d a whale go up Booth Canal and get stuck in the mu d . 
This was when the La ye r ds, Togy, I think was 17 and his 
bro the r wa s about 2 years olde r and there soluti on wa s t o 
dynomite t he thing an d blast it i n to smal l pieces which 
would go out with the tide but bei ng there age s they ove r 
estimated i t and t he y didn 't b l ow thE thing to pi eces t o 
g o out wi th the tide they blew it up int o the tre e s . 

Iris: You should tell the story about Spu tnick your ca t, wh e n you 
left it at the animal she lter and Geo rge though t it mi g ht 
have come up the Canel t o escape . 

Ruth : The onl y c at that escaped f rom Ireane Hox. We we nt on our 
fir s t holiday after we sold our herd, and I thought we we r e 
goi ng t o Europe because I had been given the present o f 
mat ching l uggage but we went to Ba rke rvill e and camped s o ... 
We had to put the dog and the cat int o the denn e l and when 
we got home , we were gone t wo weeks, and t he da y after we 
l e ft this c razy cat of our escaped and we hadn't fo un d i t 
a t l east two week s later but George go t thi s e ppi c idea 
that the cat would fi n d its way home , the y always do bu t 
he 'd g o and he lp look fo r it. So he take s his gun, it was 
hunt i ng season, a n d he walks straight through here which 
is two miles to the Cane l thinking he mi gh t see a bird s o 
he won ' t waist hi s t i me even if he is looking for the cat 
and he ' s roaming throug h the bu s h c a lli ng "he r e kitt y , 
kitty " , and he me e t s Ben Greenoff and he say s " You mu s t be 
awfull y mad at tha t cat to run throug h the bush with tha t 
g un". Geo r ge was so tat a lly emba r r as s ed he didn't wan t 
t o be s een cal ling kitt y in the bush when he wa s s uppose d 
t o be deer hunting. The c a t didn't come home bu t we did 
fin d him in the gra veyard about t wo weeks lat e r s t ill al i ve 
but he ha d been on his own for that aboun t of time , alive 
that i s! 

Ma r y : We ll I don't know how thi s will turn ou t on tape but I have 
r eall y had suc h a n e nchanting and en t er t a i n i ng morninga and 
I just want to thank you both ve r y mu ch i ndeed . 
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