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Here we are at Mrs. Gladys Kings home on a gl o rious morning, sunsh i ne f or a b i t o f a change . 
I t i s approx.ma~ly 10:30 in t he morning. and Mrs. King is going to help us relive the 
history of the King fami l y . She is f ortunate she has a great deal of information for us 
and we will l isten to her story now. 

s~~ k 
Gladys: Grandpa was born i n Smerna which was a Gree~ colony at that time, his fa t he r 

or fami l y was an important exporting family . The uncle was the skipper on t he 
flag ship which father l ooked after, and g randpa went to school with the pries ts. 
He was a very well behaved man he spoke 6 reek, Latin, A~bic, but no t Eng lish . 

Interviewer: His fami l y was in ~~ c shipping busines s . 
Guest: T:.ey were in t he importi.:-!g e ::-- r- o rt i ng shipping business all ·,:;ver tr.e >Jorld. 

He a l ways envied the boys who didn't have to g o the school. The y j us t 
helped unload ships , or othe r bovs j ust fished off the warf, and he 
a l ways thought that that was the ~de~ l t hing to do, he wanted to do this bu t 
his father said you wil l e i ther become a l awyer o r a doctor . 
So he came home from his holiday and studied really hard, and his uncle was jus t 
about ready to l eave . So he t hought t hat he would s~ and have a little 
trip . Well of course being sailing ships they lets-~tt "the tide, and woul dn ' t 
come back for any r eason . So when the ship got we l l out into the harbour he 
poped ou t • and said "hello uncle look who is here" His unc l e said if you 
think for one minute you can have a joy ride youv'e got .,another thing 
coming, you are g o ing to wor~, so he did. He was a cabin boy and he wa s 
a seaman and he was whatever he had t o do and he loved it . Now these trips 
took severl years but they could do them in one year, but I believe it 
was on th~s , trip but i'm not sure it may have been another one that the y went 
t o england andcwhile they were in England he lef t the ship and he s tayed 
in England for some time . What he did when he was there I dont know bu t he 
didn ' t speak english and he learned lt, he tought himself how to read a nd 
write. Then he worked his way over on a nether sailing ship t o t he St a tes. 
Vb i le he was there it was the american ci~il Wa r •b r oke ou t and he f oug ht 
i n the Ci v il War, now I don't know which side he fought on but :.e f ought . 

Interviewer: Was this abou t 1850 ? 
Guest : 
Interviewe r: 
Gue st : 

Intervi ewe r: 
Gue st : 

Ye s 
Ab out how old was he at that t i me? 
Wel l I would sa y he must have been around 20 probabl y or some wh e r e aroun d t he r e 
Anyway t hen this was over they found gold in Cal i fornia, So be · thoug h t thi s 
wou l d be a marvolus thing; he was going to make a fo~tune and g o ba ck and show 
all the people ·in Smerna how smart he was . He didn't have to be a lawye r 
or any thing else to make it . So he got on ano ther sailing ship and worked 
his way on that and he went around the ho rn and up to Californi a . In 
Sa n Fransisco the y did an awful lot of shangha iing at that time and he 
and another fellow were accumulating just people that were walking al ong 
the stree t , the y would ge t bopt on the head and halled off on t o t his s h i p . 
The y were not allowed out on deck whe:. the ship was in at an y port bec a us e 
the y had to come in up the coast you know t o get wood f or the s hip , an d 
also the had to stop for provisions such as wa t er and diffe re rnt thing s on 
the wa y up. So they were going t o g o it was sealing or whaling i' m not 
sure which I t hink it was sealing ship. It happene d tha t it wa s aroun d 
th : time that Victori a got ga s lights s o of course it showed up the town 
quite well the se light s reflec ted, and he wa s on watch and he s aid to the 
officer th ., t wa s there " Wha t are thos e light s ove r the re " An d he said 
that's Victoria. So he sai d " Oh is tha t in 'v:ashing ton terr i t ory, Or gan 
territory, or ... "Oh no" he sai d that i s Vancouver :::s land a Br i t i s h 
Colony . So he said "it is" and he sa i c " ye s " We l l they were at lea st t hree 
mile off shore when the were going by and about midnigh t he wa s o ff h is 
watch and went down and he sa i d to this f e llow " I'm leaving" If yo ·.1 wan t 
to come and i f yo u can swim wh y yo u can go wi th me . So he took his c lot he s 
and stuffed t herr in his duf fl e bag and j ump ed ove r board and swam ashor •­
With his duffle bag ? 
Yes with hi !i duffl e bag . He wa sn' t a bi g tall ma n he wa s a short st ock y 
man like leon ve r y broad shoulde r s and s o he th e othe r ma n c ame wi t h h i m 
and he he lped h i m get a shor e and the y go t to Vi ctor ia . 
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Well they spent sometime in Vi c t oria, and t hen they were opening up Sa l tspring 
Island. So the y thought they could go there to see if he liked it and he 
did . So he took land here and of course being a man from the warm Agea n 
coast line he ~hose a wate r f ron t when everyone else was pick ing i n t he islan d 
in the centra l part of i sland, he chose a southern sl ope on the water. He ha d 
a sloop and he used to pick up things and farm th i ngs and take t hem to the islan d . 

He woul d pi ck up things for the fa r mers in the is land and he went t o Namimi o and 
get bags of coal f or people if anybody cou ld afford to have coal why he would bring 
i t . One time when he wa s de livering some grain now a~ that t i me grain was i n two 
hundred poun d bags pe ople wo ul d re f Er to them a s peas, it Gidn · c ne ssace ri ly mean 
it was peas he had, bu t if t t was sawder type c r op you know it may have been 
peas bu t t.h i s two hundred bag of peas, and he was climb ing up the r~cky beach up to a 
farm and he sliped and fell and broke his ba ck. From that time on he was bent at the 
waist. He managed to get back down to · hi s boat and sailed home . How he d id it I 
don't kn ow It's a won de r he didn 't die . All the res t of hi s life he ha d to have 
white linen c l othe s tha t tha t he used t o ha ve c l eaned every seve ral times a da y 
to pu t in hi s back be cause his perspi ring wou ld make i t quite sore. 
Wasn't there any doctor s on the i sland at t hat time ? 
No I don 't suppose s o no . So he married and he was married a t that time, I don't know i 
he had any children at that t i me . TH en he qui t going and do ing s o much of this . 
Did he marry mrs . Murfey ? 
Yes . She was from the saanich area . He had 
and he had this wa s up here with hi s nur sury 
trees over there the one ones you can see in 
hundred years o l d 
Did he have to clear all of this land ? 

or he wa s a g r eat man for pea s and et c . 
where he did glass staining, and those 

the far orchard those trees are over one 

Yes with oxe; : and what ha ve you . Up here this particul ar piece up he~ ~ wh i ch wa s 
a cedar bottom · is l oaded with rocks . When he was di ong this he would tell the boys 
t o take the rock s and t he boys tooh t hem a s far as he r e and dump them all . 
When you say boys do you me an hi s children ? Ain terviewe r 
Ye$ . ,this was Alexander and Cr a nston and the l eo andma ybe we better say 
approxaima t l e y wha t time these boyswe r e born . 
We1l Leon' s father would be about 104 and the othe r two were o laer than that 
Constenteen was the f irst boy born . 
I believe so . then Alexande r then Le on . 
Qid he die in 1958 ? 
Yes . 

1 terviewer : The r e was a real tragedy with Contenteen. 
Jest : NOw nhey mu s t of died in 1904 or 1905 . 
l t erviewer : Could you tell us a bit about tha t tragety ? 
Je st : Yes well the Victoria sealing compa ny had a number of -sh ips that wen t t o Japan 

a nd up in the Priviloff Islands a nd all up there sealing . A numbe r of the boys 
fr om saltspring l s lanrl we r e on the plan . Constenteen and Alexander we r e or. ~ n d 

also Dick Purserwho wa s an uncle . A storm came up, and t hey us ed to g o t o 
ru ssia they used to go into me r man or some t hing up t here in the ~acific 

anyway they used to g o to ru ss~a. They would stop the r e t o get provis i ons in . 
russ i a~ Of ~ course at that time ala ska belonge d t o rus sia . They al so stopped at iapan 
bec aus e t hey were gone a year or two . Anyway t hey had l oaded up a nd gone out aga i n 
and the r e wa s a hurrica~e and the c raf t we nt down wi th a l l hand s and they we r e 
nc .- ' r heard of again . That wa s one of the traget ie s of the time because t here was 
S O man y young men, particu l arily ~ f ~om L t h e island here who had gone down . this ship 
was one of the better pay ing ones because they d~ d very well . Although their wage s 
were ve ry poo r as you c an see by these papers ten dollars and twe l ve dolla r s and 
what have you sent to the father at the time . 

l nterv i ewe r : We have the pleasure of having the original r ec i e t s ·of 
Its true tha t i t did~ 't~ seem like that _much mone y bu t I 

the mone y paid to the men . 
suppos e they managed . 

uest Oh yes . Now l e t s •. . 
nte r viewer : Now the thi r d son was Leon, and we are s kipping around abi t but he wa s marr ie d 

to Soapy Purser in aprrox . 1900 i s tha t c orrec t ? 
.uest : Yes . Now he r father was a mag istrat e a t one t ime at this end of the i sland and 
nterviewe r : Now wa s thi s Dick Pur se r. 
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Guesc : ~o chac was his broche r, and I be li eve chac his name was Di ck a l so buc I ' m noc 
s ure. Mrs . King laughed and told me that Mr. King he r hus band had co ld her 
t hat when he . was a · litt le boy they referred to Mr. Purse r as that long s tockang 
eng li s hman, bec ause he wore these nipper t ype pants, so chey referred to him as 
a l o ng st ocking eng li shman. Mr . Purser and Mr. King and a nother fellow bu il t 
the Roman Catho l ic Church , both o f thei r wives were Roman Ca thol ic and a lthough 
Mr. King was Greek Orthodox . •. 

Interviewer:Now are we ta lk~ng Joseph King? 
Guest : Yes . 
I nterviewer: 
Guest : 

Inte rviewer : 
Gues t: 

Interv iewer: 

Gues t : 

I nte rvi ewer : 
Guest : 

Intervie•N"er : 
Guest: 
inter vie11er : 

Guest: 

I ntervie11er: 
Guest: 

In tervie11er: 
Gues t: 

lnt ervieller : 
Guest: 

~as he che fat her o f Sophia Pur s e r ? 
Yes . You see Mr. King and Mr ; Purser both wo rked on chis churc h . Mr . Ki ng was 
Gr eek Or chodox but h i s wife was Roman Cath~ lic, and the Pur se rs were Roman 
Catho li c so t hey worked on it . Mrs. Purser was the daughter o f a Cowhican chief 
and she was married to a ma n named Mr. Fisher and they ... 
What was her first name do you remember ? 
I don~t think I r emember. Mrs. King always used to refe r to he r as mother and 
~ever sai d what her name was . 
Now we have done a little skipp ing around and I interup t ed yo u stor y we were 
ta lking about moving stones and I wanted o r you were referring to his boys 
I wanted people to know who his boys were. So can we go back to the mov ing 
o f stones . 
Oh yes, we ll he would tel l the boys the stones and o f course boys didn't take t hem 
to f ar and they iust dumpe d them up here in this cedar bottom here you see . So 
o f coursethey go t all t he stones from down there and all t he stones fr om up 
here . They had a log house down there o r igina l l y and now I have o r I ga ve to 
My husbands cousins daughter a wooden spoon that g randpa had carved and I st ill 
have one here, one o f t he wooden ~ s poons that he c arved and I gave her a metal 
fis h o r r ound sloted cedar with a handle that you t ake fish out o f when yo u a re 
poach ing t hem. Now I don't know when g ranma King died because she wa s not here 
whe n Soph ia and Le on was married. 
NOw was t his the original Mrs. Murphey ·. • '? \: · -. · ' ' 
Ye s . It was !::mi l y , and she had died or d ied shortly af tF!r they •.,rere married becauee 
Leon and Sophia were ma rried here. 
Is she buried here in the church yard. 
Yes . 
~ell no11 l ets see , t hen Leon and Sophia Purser 11ere 1arried about 1900 and 
the n they in turn had a l l those children. Can · you tell us there na1es and the 
approx. dates of birth. 
Yes. There 11as Hazal she 11as born in 1902, then Vera 11ho 11as born in 1904,t hen 
Bernard 11ho 11as born in 1906, no Dennis 11as in 1907 and bernard 11as born in 190 9. 
Next 11as Eviline in 1911, and Leon in 1914. 
And Leon is your husband. 
Ye s. Seven days before Leon 11as born his grandfather died and the fa1ily had just 
had the new house built, a log house that therr grandfather had built. 
~as this the old orginal house that was do11n closer to the water? 
Yes it 11as. They took the log house down but the other one is still there. It 
was built 66 years ago, and they were already to 1ove in andgrandpa died. At 
this ti1e had been bothered very v~~y 1uch at this ti1e with his back. He had 
also hurt his leg and it had turneci 1to Ganggreen. So he fe lt he should teach this l 
•othe n how to cook and how to fish and how to swi1 bec ause she had allost f all en over 
b oard 11hl!n she was expecting one of ner babies. SO he s ai d you 1ust 
learn how to swi1 so he tought her how to swia. He tought her all t he things that 
she didn't learn being brought up. 
Now are you t alking about Sophia? 
Ye s, and all of this is grandpa at the end of his life . ti1e, and she would go out 
a nd fish because she soved to and grandpa would look after the chil dren. She was a 
great one for anyone who was sick she would go and look after then and help the• 
and this sort of thing, so1eti1es he would go with the doctor and help hi1. 
Gr andpa looked after the children and spoiled the• terribly. He 11ould give anything 
they wanted and it didn't 1ake any difference what it was but they 11 ould get it, 
and those c hildren l oved hi~ . He used to gi ve the 1 rid es even wi t h his bad ~ ack ~ 



Guest : bui lt t his school up here because his chi ldren had to go to school. 
Int erviewer :I s this the Beaver Point School? 
Guest: Yes. Then he felt that ~hen he ~as not well "he should not be i n the house with t he 

children. So he had a little shed that they fixed up fo r hi• and he had his bed, 
a nd other furn i tu r e in there. leon 1 s •other loo ked a fter hi1. 

INterviewer:Couldn 1 t he have his leg re1oved ? 
Gue st: We ll i don 1 t · know we ther he couldn 1 t have or din 1 t wish to or wha t I don 1 t kn o~. 

Everyooe ~as quite disturbed because here was t hi er •o th e r looking afte r hi• an d 
she was expecting a baby. Anywa y he died just btf~ r ~ she had leon. 

l ntervie~er : Wha t year approx. did he die ? 
Guest: In 1914 Dece•ber of 1914. 
I nterviewer: Was he a ~s o a 1e1ber of the Catholic churc h? 
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