
I n terview of 

Mrs . Doreen Morr i s 

Typed by: Linda Kyle 



Interviewer: Good afternoon, let's see, today is November the 20th and it is now 

aproximately ten minutes past four o'clock in the afternoon. I'm 

sitting he7e in Doreen Morris ' s home on a very rainly , gloomy after­

noon . We're enjoying looking at her old family history . O.K., we ' re 

going to start first with your Grandfath~r. No it would have been 

your great, great Grandfather. 

Guest : No it was my Grandfather, Rev . D. F . Wilson, thAt arrived on Salt-

springis. in 1894 having been an Anglican missionary at the Chind­

walk home in Sault St. Marie. Well they had a large family, ter: of 

them, the thre e e ldest were born there and then they came out on ac­

coun t of ill health. He spent a very interesti ng time in the east, 

trave lling amoungst the indi~ns, trying to he lp them in the school 

and teaching them to ma k e their own boots and carpentry and many 

useful things besides a s light education . On accoun t of ill heal th , 

after fifteen years of it, each year he'd go back to England to raise 

money t o help keep the Chindwalk home go ing . 

I n terviewer : Was this from the church? 

Guest : Well, a nd when he would ge t some rich English friend s or menbers of 

hi s own fami l y who had some money to bring back to hin1 to Canada to 

help with the indian, yot' know, the progress and the he lp they could 

do for the indians . As my mother once sa id, she said, 'I wish he ' d 

spent a litt l e mor e on our e ducat i0n . ' But the three e ldest Wi lsons 

had a very good educa ticn a nd the younger ones . 

Interviewer: You said they had been educated in the east . 

Guest: They were educated in the east , yes, they went to Port Hope to schoo l 
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a nd one boy , Bert ran , wen t to Royal Mi ll i t ary College. The e l d-

er gir l s had trips back to Eng l a n d , but my mot he r be i ng one of 

t he yo unge r ones , was unfortunate not to ge t i n one of t hese. I 

th i nk t he three or f o ur younge r ones d i dn ' t have t hose bea~fi t $ , t hey 

were s t i l l i n t h e nursery, as t hey were ca lle d i n tho s e days . Any­

way , when he a r rived in Vi ctor i a . . . 

I n t erviewer : Ap r oximate l y what date wo uld that ha v e been , whe n he ar r ived in 

Victoria? 

Guest: I i mag ine it was about 1893 . They stayed there fo r one winter , it 

was ve r y, very cold. 

I n terviewer : Yes, we ' re going to regress for a mi nu t e and p ick up a few t hings 

Gues t: 

t h a t we fee l are i mp ort ant. 

Wher' I me ntioned about t he three , the younger member s of the fam ily 

not hav i ng a ny educa t ion, I did forget to say that t hey d id have 

a governess . They d i d have a fare education, but nothing l ike high 

school or a nything to great ex t ent. 

I n te: v i ewer: Whic h she acted l i ke a private t u tor . 

Guest : Oh yes they were well educated Eng l ish governesses . 

I n terviewer: And t hen t he three e l dest c h i l dre n were born ... 

Guest : They were born in Eng l a nd, two boys and the daughter Evi l an , who 

bacame Mrs . To l eson a n d t he n Mrs . Sco tt Rich i e . When the Gra n d­

father ' s health was fai l i ng and they fe l t they could not stan d the 

co ld winters of t he east, they tho ught o f movi ng to Brit i sh Co l umbia . 

They stayed in Vict oria fo :: a year a n d t he Bishop Pearen, who was 

the Bishop , sugges t ed to my Grandfather or offered h i m t he parish 

of Saltspr i ng Island . So Gra nd fat her landed on Sa l tspri1•g I s . i n 



I nt erviewer: 

Guest: 

-3-

1984, he came by boat . Somehow he went to Coo per Island first a n d 

then on Ried Bittancourt, a very old tioe r , on his boat a n d l a nded 

a t Vesuvius . There was on l y a t ra il, no road then, so he walked 

f rom Vesuvius to Stephe n ' s Boarding House . We l l, he was going t o 

stay for several nights . 

What stree t was that on now, was that ca lle d Ce ntral? 

It ' s the road r ea ll y l eading to St . Mary ' s lake . It goes past St. 

Mark ' s . I don ' t know i f it ' s the main highway. Ste phe n ' s Boardi ng 

House i s right next door . Wer ·~ the Cunninghams liv e now, and right 

next door to St. Mark ' s church . When he a rrive d the r e , he had a 

ve ry good lunch and wo rd got aroum that he ' d hold a s ervice that 

afteEnoon. There was no te l ephones on the Is land at the time, it 

j us t wen t from peop l e just l e t each othe r know . About 20 or 30 

peopl e a rrive d for afternoon service, which made him quite happy . 

then he r e turne d to Victoria after l ooking a round t he Island to 

ta lk it over with a ll his family a n d t hey decided to mak e the move 

to Sa l tspring I s l a nd. He wo uld accept the pos i t i on of the Rector 

or Ricker as he was cal l ed in the old days . Then t he g r eat t hing 

was to fi11d l a nd, a nd he did look around , he l ooked at Fulford 

then he dec ided that wh e r e the present golf coarse is now ( it was 

100 acres ) and coul d be ma de in to a n i ce farm, and the r e was just 

a n old log h ouse on it at the time which the younger members of 

t he fami l y moved from Vi ctoria . 

I n tervi ewer : There is a photograph of t he l og house . 

Guest : Yes , yes t here i s . The y bega n to c l ea r the land and pat c h up the 

log h ous e just to make it livable. 

I nterviewe r: How ma ny pe opl e we r e a p r oximate ly going to l ive in this log house? 
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Well, it was only just a sort of tempora r y . I don 't think, of 

course t he older ones didn't come to the Isl a nd just then, but 

even so I don't t h i nk t hey could get e i ght or nine peopl e in it. 

They immediate ly started to build, I mean I t hink they just camp­

ed in t he log cabin the boys a nd one or two of the m helped and 

starte ~ to build. They mov~d, they cal led their home in Victoria 

Barnsby , and they moved practi ca lly a whole, what th ~ y cal l a draw­

ing room by scow ove r to t he Island. 

Wer e did they l and, at Fulford? 

No, Vesuvius was the name. Yes, Ganges wasn ' t it wa s ei ther Ful­

f ord or Vesuvius we r e the main ports then . Ga nges wasn ' t much 

though of, which is surpr i sing. 

It was c l ea r on t he o th eY s ide of the Is l and. 

Yes , because it' s cen tra l as we are . I t was a cen tra l thing , the r e 

was a c hu rch the r e and a schoo l house . 

Let ' s see , there was a store t here at Ves uvius Bay there too wasn' t 

there? 

Yes , Bittancourt ' s had it . And soon after they a rrived they erect­

P de~ what t hey ca ll centra l ha l l . So t hat ' s quite an~ old b u i ld­

ing. 

Interviewer : Which i s stil l standing . 

Gues t: It ' s sti ll standing and been do ne over . 

Int ervi ewer : Now the movie is t here. 

Guest: 

I n te rviewer : 

Guest : 

Yes the movie . So event ual l y they had 100 acres of fa rm, a nd they 

f a rmed it to make a living . 

With the older boys he lping? 

Yes wi th the boys he lping , a lthough the gir l s were very good with 

I( 
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rakes and hoes as well as cooking and ma k i ng the i r own clotl•es . 

Working as ha rd as rhe men , I imagine . 

Well, th~y were t he me n, I must 3ay were very good workers though , 

ha r d workers and good workers . 

You might me:.tion your Grand father ' s income. 

Yes he ha d the large some of 500 do llars stipin? at 500 dollars f rom 

I suppose , what you'd ca ll Victoria the a nd 400 dol l ars , gen-

era lly from the co llection taken by the parishners . So it made a 

to t al of 900 do l lars a year for a l arge family to live on, but some­

how t hey managed with great vegetabl e ga rdens a n d th0ir own chicken ~ 

and cows a n d tina horses . 

Interviewer : So they p r oba bl y never we n t hungry . 

Guest : 

I n terviewer : 

Guest: 

Interviewer: 

Guest : 

Interviewe r: 

No . And then , of course, gradua ll y they got married and moved to 

their own home, saw a ll the c h ildren . 

I wonder how large the parish was aproxima t ely, at that time . 

It ' s very hard, I don ' t t hink there is a ny records of it, but I 

s hou l d imagine two of three hu ndred I don' t r ea l l y know. The three 

churches that Grandfathe r Wilson preached at were: St . Mark ' s at 

Centra l , St. Mary's at Fulford (which was b uilt before St . Mark ' s) 

a nd the n services wou l d sometimes be t a ken in school rooms , at Fern­

woo d or Beaver Point. So he had at leas t three services on a Sunday, 

driving just by horse and buggy or riding , wh ich was a long trail 

in those days for h i m. 

Did he go by boat at a l l? 

No, not unl ess he was ca l led out for a ny tradgedy 0r anything , but 

mo~tly it was a l l just Saltspring Island. He didn' t take i n the 

other Gu l f Islands at all. 

You mentioned that he studied some medica l t rading . 
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Yes he did at St . Guy ' s hos pi tal in London . 

This was on one of h is trips back? 

No, th i s was as a boy be fore he ma r ried, at l eas t as a young ma n. 

For what the y ca ll t hey wa l k e d t he corridor, or someth ing , I mean 

he had e nough training that he cou l d be o f he lp to anyone who was 

il l and th~ re was no doctor avai l ab l e at the time. But fina lly a 

r es ident do c tor did come to the i sland . But he did bring one of 

h i s Grand-Daughters into the world , Bar r el Scott . She has written 

some good diaries t oo of Sa l tspring I s l and, she now l ives in Lady­

smi t h. My Grand father was the Rector of Sa l tspring I s l and for 15 

years be f or e he r et i red , aga in on accoun t of ill hea l t h . 

And was he Rec to r of the three diffe rent parishes , or just one? 

We ll what yo u ca ll the Ang li can pa ri sh of Sa lt s pr i ng Isl a nd wa s t he 

two churches because St . George 's wasn ' t bu i l t then . 

I wonder if he did that much trave l ling du ring t h i s 15 years on the 

i slan d? 

Oh yes , he paye d visits to a ll h is parishne r s riding a n d the n if he 

was at Fulford he woul d ge t as ked to have di11ner or if it was bad 

weat her , s t ay over night i n one of the houses before r e turning home. 

We ' re r ea ding out of t he o l d da i ry at the momen t and the prin ting 

is very fin e . 

1893 - 1911 he act e d as RectoJ· on Sa l tspring Isl a nd whe r e f or a 

time he worked with the ild time energy a n d f a i th fu lness and gaine d 

the l ove a nd r espec t of hi s parishne r s . Hi s hea l t h , again necess­

itated his retirement from ac t ive work and for a short time he was 

reside d at San ta Monica i n Ca l iforn i a . 

Good Heaven s ! 

6 
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Yes , wel l that was because of the weather . For a t i me he l ived wi th 

his wife in Victoria . I think it was about a year he went down to 

Santa Monica . The n he and h is wife were i n Victoria . 

How o l d would yo u say he i s at about this t i me? 

I j ust wonder if it says here . 

I n the seventies, pe rhaps? We have i t pre tty well established that 

he past away at the age o f sevent y- one in Victoria . 

He is buried i n St . Mark's cemetary on Saltsp r i ng Is l and a nd l ater 

hi s wife die d about 10 or 15 years l a t e r and is also bu r i ed besi de 

him . She lived with some of the family and then she went to a nur s­

ing home . She died at the age of eigh ty-six. 

I see , and did she s pe nd the r es t of her li fe on Saltspr ing? 

No , s he s taye d at teh old family home, Barnsby, whe n my onc l e Norman 

a nd his wife ( Wilson) had take n ove r t he farm and had lived at Barn­

s by a n~ Granny lived there for a time wi th them, then she moved to 

Victoria . She was get ting quite blind a nd so eventually she had to 

go into a nur sing h ome . 

And who was ma naging the farm at t h is point? 

This was Uncle No rman Wil son, t he second youngst son . He had a good 

fa rm especially sheep a nd h e ran it as that and fi nally he turne d 

it int o a golf cours e . Whi c h he found pa id much more t h a n th~ 

f arm i ng which was beginning , as most people kn ow , he fe l t like money 

out of fa r ms real l y . Not on as island where sh ipping all th~ ir veg­

etab les a n ~ e ve ry thi ng . 

You could maybe feed youse l f . 

Feed yourself , perhaps , bu t no l. real l y . Well , t he cost of making an 

apple box was one dol l a p, a nd the n you se l l the app l es fo r about one 
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do llar a bo x in t hose days so it was a l ot of hard work . 

O.K. we ~ ve col l ecte~ her thoughts we' r e going to talk abo:. t th~ young­

er member~ of the family now . 

As we ' ve ~ent io ned Norman took over the runnin~ of Barnsby at first 

as a fa rm and then the go l f c lub . The next one is Flosey, the nar­

rater iif r~e orge Boredal e , th r~ y f i rst live d at L..omg Harbour, whi ch is 

where the Vancouver Yach t Club is ~ow, no i t ' s a priva t e c lub I think 

doctors, • it's opposite t he Van couver Yacht Club. Then they moved to 

whdt is now known as Sea Breese is what th~y started . One of the 

first wate r-quar ters is what th~ y used to ca ll it in those days. 

Mrs . Boreda l e kept t h~m be atiful a nd it was a great int e r est a nd 

she work ed ha r d a nd qui te l ate in l i fe . 

The beginn i ng of th~ mot e l days . 

Ye s, it is whd t th~ y cal l now Sea Bree ze Cott ages . And then my mothe r 

a nd fat her, who bough . l a nd from Jack Scava l, a t l e a s t my f a the r did , 

100 acres a nd aga in farm i n~ was not ve ry profi t abl e . So when he was 

ove r seas, my mother turne d it i n to a t thd t time a sma ll g ue st house , 

ca lling it Ha rb our Ho use afcer the family home on Ki ngston Island . 

What wa s yo ·i r mothe r ' s name? 

Mona, s he was the e ighth ·child of the revelly of Wi l son. As we often 

s a id, and th·~ hot e l grew, the fanlily grew as t he ch il dren whe re nam­

ed" 'D'' s " so the r e ' s s even "D 's". We al l to ,k t urns ru nn i ng th·= hote l 

as we got old e nough to take a ny pa rt i n i t a t all. My e lde r bro th e r ~ 

d i d the farming part bec a use did wsa not so we ll whe n he came bac k 

from the wa r , although \ e worke d hard h imse l f . 

Was he wounde d i n the •wa r? 

Ye s he wa s s lightly, he had a sma ll pa t ch. But t ha t didn ' t stop him 

f rom wor king he use d t o was h all t he dis hes f or· a bou t , some time s, 
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thirty or forty guests. 

InterviewP.r: So there were alut of trave llers to the island. 

Guest : Oh yes e specially in the summer . In the early days it was more a 

summer resort and in the winte:· the re wou ld perhaps be schoo l t each-

ers or a few resi dents or guests. It really was July a nd August as 

we used to call it the summe :.·~. holidays . We had families coming who ' 

would stay r ea ll y for the two months, J uly and August. The ra te s were 

so cheap they couldn ' t r esis t it. 

Interviewer: Were there ha rbour facilities at that : ime for sail ing vessels like 

privat e yachts a nd boa ts? 

Guest : Oh they would come in and anchour , but the re wasn't any marinas l ike 

we have now . Again th!~ wa t e r wa s clear a ncl we , as c h i ldren, we a l l 

used to swim on the beac h ii t Harbour House . If we real l y wanted 

warmer ba thing we wa l k ed to Ves uvius . We 'd think nothing of it to 

have our swim down there . Or else up to Cus heon La ke to have a swim . 

But I suppose we were hardy we didn ' t mi nd the cold water at Ha rbou r 

House at that time . I t ' s all c ha nged now with po l ution a nd e very-

thing . So we ' ve seen many c hanges on the island I think . Then I 

don! t think I ' ve mentioned Keith Wilson, who was the youngst of t he 

family . Af t er he l eft t he is l a nd he a nd h is ol Ge r brother Lue lle n 

wen t up to t he Yukon l ike so many other young me n from the i sland 

ha ve searche d for gold or ma ke the ir fo rtune . They came back 1110s t 

of them broke, but Unc l e Lu, he stayed on in Whitehourse for several 

years , worked in the post office t here a nd in the hospita l. So he 

r a the r l iked the rugged c l imate of the north . 

Gues t: He ' r e going to r eve iw the sev e n "D's". Thi s was your owr. brothe r s 

and s ister::; . 
.be(~ 

Inte rviewer: I thi nk they sta rte d with the name " Ge " Bertu± c because they; liked it 
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and Desmond and Diana and I'm Doreen and so it went on so it never 

stopped and there's Denise adn Delsy and Donovin, who is really he 

ca l led Tap now, but he is Donovin, That ' s the seven, Dermit, Des-

mood, Diana, Doreen, Denise, Donovin and Delsy . 

And in that order, Delsy being the youngst? 

Yes, Delsy was the youngst . 

We're going to discuss the children's education . 

The older brothers, Dermit and Desmond, went to school at Mr. Leon-

ard Toleson ' s in Ganges , just opposite what was called the old cream-

ery. For a time my mother had a governess for us and then we all 

went to what you call t he public schoo l , which is where the Catho l ic 

church is in Ganges now. But that was the school in those days , we 

didn't have the big high school . 

Let's see that would be St. Georges church? 

No, no it ' s the Catholic on Drake road . It's called Lady of Grace . 

The little church? 

Yes it ' s on Drake road. That was the school. 

You can't see it from the main roa d . 

No. My eldest sister Di, would take our lunch in a great, big l ard 

pail with sandwiches and then we would al l gather around her and she 

wou l d hand them out. Each time at lunch hour. Then my younger bro-

ther, he went to Benson school. And then Hrs. Halley, who~a_s a Cam-

bridge graduate . She taught, Peter Turner was one, Pie re Beon, my 

brother Pat and several of them went and had a very good education 

right to grade twe l ve. 

This was in her own home ? 

Yes in her own home. She lived out at what they cal l the No r t h End . .______. 
How did you transport yo urselves back and forth? 

/ tl 
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Guest: The boys were j ust old enough to drive, I think . 

Interviewer: Did you have and automobi l e? 

Guest : Yes we had and automobi l e then, but we didn ' t drive, the boys, my 

brother ~at and Peter Tur ner , they would drive out each day . 

Interv i ewer: How was that in the winter time? 

Guest: Very cold . It was what we ca ll a n old Ford . Sometimes they'd be 

freezi ng they ' d huddle down to keep warm and just their hands steer-

i ng arld one person a l ong St. Mary's Lake he said he ' d just seen a 

car go by but nobody driving it , it was j ust the boys trying to keep 

warm. 

Interviewer: Wel l how abo ut the younge r gir l s now? 

Guest: We ll my yo ungst sister, De l sy, went to Mr s . Morehouse s 's schoo l which 

is I didn't hear about t hat o r know abo ut that. 

Interviewer: This is the l itt l e bui l ding l ocated on Dorothy O' Brown's 

Guest: On Dorothy O' Brown ' s property yes . And I d i d go to high school which 

was fina lly moved j us t near Mahon Ha ll, bu t it had been a chicken -
~~~ ho use so we a ll used to say we went to schoo l in the chicken house 

:;~ 
but t hey did re-mode l it somewhat . But that ' s where the first high 

schoo l was . I be l ieve there is going to be a reunion of the grade 

n i ne people who were the first students to go to schoo l i n the ch ick-

en house . 

In te rviewe r : Do you reca ll any of your teachers? Did you have severa l ? 

Guest: Oh yes . There was Mr . George Brand , and Iva Parket, Archie Robertson . 

Most l y men of course we d id have i n t he younger grades l ady teachers . 

Interviewer : How do you fee l your education was? 

Guest : Wel l it was fair but when 'we went to what we call grade schoo l there 

wo ul d sometimes be forty chi l dren in one class . At least forty chi l d-

ren in the school and the poor teacher was trying to teach fr om grade 

\\ 
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eight to grade one, so that was very difficult for her and very diffi-

cult for all of us at times. But I think we l e arned more when we had 

a governess for a shor t time, then I suppose we seemed to do better 

when we got to high school and we probably worked harder or began t o 

r ea lize we had to learn something. The surviving members of my family 
j)Ut~ 

are my eldest brother DQr~it, who lives at Windfrith in Gange s . Then 

I come nex t I'm the next oldest of the surviving, I live on Norton 

road . My sister Denise lives in an attractive little mobile home just 

opposite the Pioneer Vi llage, or just beh i nd Pione er Vi l lage I should 

say . My youngst brother Pat has a love l y sea fromt home on Madrona 

Drive , Deep Cove . My e l dest sister Diana married Graham Shaw, but 

she died. My younst sister Delsy just befor e Di and then my brother 

Desmond, who is in the Ca nadain Sixteenth Scottish Lieutenant-Colone l, 

died just nearly four years ago. 

Were any of the boys killed in the war? 

Oh no . my brothe r Desmond was very badly wounded and my brother Pat 

was with the Princess Patrisha 's. He was wounded, he f ought all 

through Sicily, but he was on l y slightly wounded, Desmond near ly 

lost his arm and he had very serious opera tions on it . But t hey c ame 

back to run the hotel you know and the war was over you might say . 

Then we sold in 1965 to Jack Guird, the hote l, which wa s sad in one 

way but we found that we just couldn 't go on running i t, we were all 

getting a l ittle older . 

There were no t any of t he younger generation t hat were interested in 

No they had al l started going to nowadays they call them going to c ol-

l ege and e verything . They didn't work at just nothing but hotel li f e 

like most of us did. So a ny way we so ld to Jack Guird and then a s 

you know the ma in buildipg wa s burnt down . The y put up the knew Harbour 
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House which none of u s care for as much, I don't know whether I 

shou l d say or not, but we loved that old building it had a cer­

tain charm and atmosphere. Famous tennis courts which you know 

have gone now . 

There are some tennis courts there but they're not the same . 

Oh no well I meant that they've just not been cared for . I don't 

think they even play on them at all. 

Were there any famous cuisine or special meals that you were .• • 

Well here we are on ~ide two now and our afternoon is now worn into 

the evening it's twenty minutes after five . We're taking just a 

moment for a littl e refreshment whi l e we get out thoughts together. 

Now we ' ll carry on with our discussion on the cuisine, or the din­

ning room dishes in the hotel. 

Well I couldn't really talk about Harbour House without mentioning 

our faithful cook, Billy Ing, who was with us, Chinese cook of 

course, for over 40 years . Re was so good natured a n d yet kept a 

firm regnon the kitchen it se l f . Of course we had plenty of veg­

etab l es, but his chicken dinners every Sunday were famous as we ll 

as coconut cream pies and chocolate ec lairs. Well in fact he did 

cook anything but they were a ll delicious . 

Where do you suppose h e got his training? 

I think he just wasn' t r e staurant cooking I'm sure he cooked fo r 

some well to do family in Vancouver beca use there was a l ways hot 

biscuits and he could make home-made bread and shortbread and 

moca cakes. He wasn't just, you know, just stews and that sort 

of thing and soups . It was all sorts of delicious deserts. 

Or gourmet . 

Oh yes , I mean cury is most de l ic ious c uried v ea l and lamb and 

J 
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dumplings with lamb stew. We didn ' t have a big choice, like you go 

to a restaurant these days and see about 40 things on the list but 

about 2 or 3 really good dishes. 

Interviewer: How about the supp lies for the kitchen like the sheep. Were those 

from your own farm? 

Guest: Yes my brother, Desmond at the time had sheep and so he would have 

them. 

Interviewer: The famous Saltspring lamb . 

Guest: Sa ltspring lamb . People didn't realize that we used to get it on the 

menu all the time . Of course , we had our own ch i ckens , spring chick­

ens. Billy did beautifully the bride half spring chicken. 

Interviewer: And the vegetables? 

GoestT~~~-~: And the g r eat vegetable garden . Pl enty of fruit raspberries or our 

own , apples and fresh p lums . 

I nte rviewer: Oh there was an orchard on the farm too? 

Guest: Yes , oh yes, there was a good orchard . 

I nt e rviewer: What would that be, like app l es and pears? 

Gue st : App l es and pears and plums and Italian prunes . 

Intervi ewer: And peaches? 

Gu est: I can just vaguely remember them, but I think gooseberries I cam re­

member, rubarb or course and all t he vegetables in season . 

Interviewer: In the early days, what did you use for refii(geration? 

Guest : We had a great big ice-box . The ice was delivered by Island Freight. 

I suppose very ear l y before we even had a ferry or a freight service, 

at least we weren't running a hotel then, I don't know , I suppose 

the y had root celle rs to keep things in. 

Interviewer: Were they cold rooms? 

Guest : Ye s, cold rooms. But I just saw pantries and l arders and coo l ers . 
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But I can j ust remember the ice-box before we had refridgerators. 

Was there a cow a l so so you coul d have your own milk and butter? 

Oh yes. Another funny thing the boys who are butters who milk the 

cows and the different girls that stayed at Harbour House, they used 

to l ove to go up and help them . So they wo uld cal l the cows after 

different girlsw~~'stayed, there was a Clara. As I said, it was 

a family hotel in the early days until we got the parlour license 

and it became a l ittle more, we ll not civilized, but • • • 

Sophisticated? 

Wel l yes, I mean we go t running water in the rooms . 

Oh certain l y there was no running water was there in the ear ly days? 

We l l we had tents and you had to have a camper or an oi l lamp , the 

people who slept in the tents get first. 

So there was just a little out-house facility then? 

Yes , for the tent people . Then gradually we got bathrooms added. 

When did eldctricity come in approximate l y? 

It was around about 1936 I think. But we did have ou r own engine. 

Generator . 

Generator and it used to be cal l ed the engine house . That wou rd be 

put on . Bu t my e l dest brothe r , when he wanted to go to bed, 

maybe twe l ve or one, then the lights wou l d go off for the nigh t 

because he had to turn the engine off, he couldn't ke ep the engine 

going all night. So people got used to it, they had their cand les 

but they cou l dn ' t read all night . 

No l ike now. What about the hat water then, was that heated on like 

the cook stove? 

That was heated on the stove and that was pretty well kept going a l l 
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the time , but if too many people had a bath they might use up all the 

hot water . And a lot of them had too swim in the sea, but for the 

amount they paid i n those days they got a wonderfu l, I mean the beach 

part ies we r e made up and picnics for the guests and tennis tournaments 

and c l am bake s. 

Interviewer: Approximately, just for fun, what did they pay for a room in t hose 

days, l ets say a couple ? 

Guest : 
-fe.,.,-1-s 

vle ll I think in ~ it was fourteen do llars a week. And in the 

house 18 dollars . 

I nt ervi ewer: And did that include meals? 

Guest : Oh yes. 

Interviewer: My word! 

Guest : And a ll thes e as I sa id it was very different , but if it hadn ' t been 

for ail of us working we d idn't r ea ll y ge t wages unti l l ater on other-

wise it couldn't have been r un because the cook got his pay but we 

d id the wait i ng my s isters . The boys ran the farm . 

Interviewer: Did Bi lly t he cook l ive there at the l odge? 

Guest : Yes he had a littl e cottage beh i nd the kitchen. 

I n te rviewer : And t he re was a, we ll they didn't ca ll it lice nsed liquor then, but 

t he r e was a bar there? 

Guest: No we didn 't get a pub license un t il aga in 1930 I i mag ine or something 

like that and it wa s just for bee r only . 

I nterviewer: I imagine the r estriction s were just as strict then. 

Guest: Yes I t h i nk whi l e the family were there we didn't ever have wha t we 

ca ll a cocta il license or anything like that. If a nybody was having 

a special party you could a lways get a license for the day . Like 

for a wedding or special dinne rs or l ike Christmas night . 

I n terv i ewer : Were t here ever any famous people that .. . 
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I think there were a great n umber of famous, at l east well-kn own 

peopl e , whether they were writters or just to think o f them righ t 

now I can ' t remember them . But there were many a musing characte rs 

too . Many of them would write stories abou t Ha rbour House and the 

Irish way of r unn i ng a hote l as they used to ca ll it . 

Irish way? 

Yes , Irish way . 

Was that a compliment? 

I t hink it was mea n t as fr i e n d l y . They used to ca l l it a frie n dly, 

chummy hote l. 

Wel l a fami l y hote l. 

Yes it was and it was very, I mean they could have cups of tea when­

ever they wanted and blazing f i res going in the what we c a ll the 

little drawing room and the big lounge . Bridg e was a great thing 

e v e ry e vening f or those who want e d it . Sing- son g s , v e ry musica l 

e vening s . 

Some one t h at coul d p l ay the p i ano in the fami l y or was it al l . .. 

No , my sister-in- law, Dorris Crofton she was a we ll known . She 

t a ug ht music here on the island for years. Sh e just di e d l ast year. 

But she was a great music i a n and a wonderful t e ach e r . 

Let's see we haven't ta l ked about your father y e t . Let's progress 

a b i t the r e . 

We l l, h e came a s a boy of 1 9 , no I think he was only 16 when he c ame 

to Sa l tspring Isla nd and he came out to stay with Jack Scavel l. 

Now this is whe re the Crofton come s in . 

This is whe r e the Fre d Crofton yes Fred Crofton, my father c ame ou t 

from Ire l and at the age of 16 to stay with Mr . Scave l l and t hen 

eve ntually he bought the property the hundred acre s which is now 
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t he Harbour House Hotel. Then at the age of 19 he married my mo the r , 

they we re very young . 

Interviewer: Your mother was that age a lso ? 

Gues t : No she was just two years o lder. And as I said she was Nona Wilson. 

So they lived at Harbour House and I think we've pretty well covere d 

the early days of a farm l ife 'til the war . Dad had a great I r ish 

sense of humour a n d h e played trick s on t he guests if he could in 

fun. Anyway he was very amusing to them all and if he really liked 

someone, he'd give them ear l y morning tea at seve n, a t least six or 

seven in the morning . I don 't know i f everyone a pp rec iated it. I 

know one morn ing he came up t o me very early , but it was only to get 

me out of be d to wai t on tabl es . I didn't wan t his strong , black tea . 

Anyway, I did get up. 

Interv i ewer : That would wake you up wouldn ' t it ? The s trong, b l ack t ea . 

Gue st : Yes, oh yes. 

Interv iewer: We ' re are going to discuss I t hink for the moment presen t day famil­

ies . Doreen 's own fami l y her husband an d h e r, it ' s three chi l dre n ? 

Guest : Yes . I was married in 1938 to Fred Morris who I t h i nk many Sa l t­

s pring Islande rs will remember . He also served in the Navy du ring 

the wa r and we ahd three c hildre n, Wendy , Rober t (kn own as Bob of 

course) , and Jim . They had their e ducation on Sa l tspr ing Isl and 

except Bob we n t to the unive rsi ty school in Victoria for three years . 

It was a happy home during the war I spent most of my time at Harbour 

Hous e and my hu sband was away , as I was able to h e l p and drive the 

car for them . I lnly had the two c hildre n then , because J i m was 

born after the war . My husband Fre d, drove what we ca ll the bus 

before the wa r, into Victoria, not a grea t big bus of cours e b u t a 

sev e n passe nger car . It went r i ght across on t he ferry so i t was 

I~ 
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very convenient. He also was asked to do a lot of shopping for people . 

Sometimes somebody would ask him to get a pair of stockings for them 

size or colour and he'd have to go hunting around because he did have 

to spend the day i n Victoria before he came back. 

Interviewer: Which ferry was this now? 

Guest: This was the S~fa::~~ it was from Fulford to Swartz Bay . That was the 

ferry at the time. Some of the things were quite extraordinary, the 

shopping that he did for people . Even a corset I think or something 

like that . I think we had ordered it but he to anyway go and pick it 

up. Then at that time there was no liquor store on the island so he 

would have to go to Sidney he had orders from different people on the 

is l and. 

Interviewer: I bet that was a busy day . 

Guest: That was and he had to have plenty of cash, sometimes over a hundred 

dollars he had been phoned for and he had to pay it out and then col-

lect it when he came back. So it was busy at the time for him. 

Interviewer: He was really almost the island taxi cab driver then. 

Guest: Yes only a little further to travel. Bu t our first home was the King 

house which really where Greenwoods is now when we were married. And 

then as I said war broke out and we moved to Harbour House, at least 

I did, and he was gone for t he duration. 

I nterviewer: Did you maintain your home, the King house? 

Guest: No we were only renting it, so when we came back this did belong actu-

ally, the present house I ' m living in now, belonged to the J apenese 

the D. D. A. took them over and so we bought this through the Department 

of Veterans. And lived here ever since and he died just before fo ur 

years ago when he cou l dn't do anything he was sort of a mechanic arid 

also drove a school bus and he was dearly l oved by all the children 
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because he is very fond of chi ldren and he always was known as Uncle 

Fred. He was one of the favourite bus dr ivers. 

We ll le t 's ta lk a bout your children, t he eldest . 

The e ldest was Wendy, she was educated on Sa l tspring Island right up 

to grade 12 then went to Victoria and went to business school and she 'd 

only been there 3 mon t hs when she was able to teach and pay fo r the rest 

of her learning at business schoo l by helping others , which wsa a great 

help. Then she, of course, met and ma r ried Peter Bowsfield, her husband 

t hey have two lit t le gir l s and very sad to say, they l ost the youngst 

one, Tracy the eldest one Tara is a beautiful g ir l now 14, but l itt le 

Tracy died when she was f our years old . That was a terrible shick to 

us, but We ndy waited a year or two and overcame this gast l y s hock and 

they adopted two lit t l e gi rl s , two sisters, t hey adore the litt l e things . 

And she's been a marvelous mother to them and ca ll me Granny and f eel 

as if they are really just part of the fami ly . 

How old are t he gi rl s now? 

They' r e seven and five . 

Oh they weren't twins? 

We ll no t hey were sisters tho ugh. The lit tle one was just a year old so 

she was j ust like a baby rea lly when Wendy and Pe ter go t them. They 

live in Victoria, out in Oak Bay in a very lovely home and very happy . 

And then Bob is the next one who ' s j ust two years younger than Wendy 

and he lives in Whitehour se and he married and his wife was a nurse 

t hey had a very nice home i n Wh itehourse and they don ' t seem to mind 

teh cold weather, t hey've just come back f r om a ho liday in Hawaii 

which I th ink they might need. Anyway they say it's a great life 

rea lly up there , people are friendly and they have a ll the spor t s and 
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he loves the moose hunting on snowmobiles and that sort of life. 

They do get to see us about twice a year which is nice, and I've 

been up there • And then Jim my youngst son was just married four 

years ago to an island gir l, Lynn Carlson . 

Lynn Cal l son it is? 

No Car lson , yes. They live in North Vancouver and he's with the 

Park's board. But he was the only one in the family to get his 

B.A. he went to the University of Victoria and he loved writing 

and he ahd artistic talents too. I th ink he's doing better off 

to make his money in the Park's board then to try the writing 

which could always be a hobby. 

It takes a long time to be famous. 

I think so yes. It's an extraordinary thing out of our entire 

family, I mean I'm thinking of all the cousins, there's always been 

one particulatly artistic one out of each family. I'll mention my 

cousin Barrel Wetherall and another cousin Gladys McDermit who write s 

and also has done very clever work in potery and paints beautifu lly 

too. We've got a number of her paintings . So it's rather fun that 

there has been artistic members in the family. Those fortunate 

enough to be given the talent, or have i t I shoud say. 

Yes and in looking at this o ld family diary many of the drawings of 

the old homes are not just photographs they're so carefully put to­

gether. We 're looking at this charming , well it was the annual 

wasn't it that your son 

Yes well he, I mean all the children wrote in it, but he wrote a 

great deal, he wrote on Saltspring Island and then he wrote the 

story of Harbour House and then he did a rather small comedy, at 
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least a comic one, that was considered the best article in the book. 

I think it was so original . 

And what's the date on the year book? 

1966 . 

Well that's a l ot of Saltspring history right in it . 

Yes and on the annual he did his own drawings of the schools . 

The cover? 

Yes the cover . Of course everybody has contributed to it Daphne 

Mouat and many of them. 
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