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The Bur;;oync Valley w~lii occuplcd before the whtte man came. 

H alf of it waa occupied by the Cowich:ln l ndiant, and t.he other half by the Saanich 

tndiana. The Saanich owned the bouom half, the: Jtulford half, t;he Cowichant 

uwncd the upper h Alf, tOWa.l:'dS Burgoyne Uay. 

The chief of the (.;o\vi ch~n" ha d a cump right a t the hea d of t he buy, 

whe r e h~ ul8f!ld to ~Ot't\c in i'tvd <.lry ch.mw &nd dry Clsl\ in tl.\c fall of the year, nnd 

it w:u jullfL below whe r e the dair y !arn1 l:1 nuw. 'l'h~ r,. 1 a :t. little C tct!k that crollilfC:I 

the v~lley, that wa:s the line oetween the Cowichun• ao.d the Saanich. T ht.!f had to 

ac-t permit• ion if they wanted to bunt - if tht.:; Cuwicbans wanted tO Jaunt on tbe 

Fulford llde, they'd have tO a$k the: dlicf, and vtce versa. 

My gra.ndmother w:ts a dau.htc:r of the chi~( of the Cowich ans, and 

•he told mf" A Jot of stories of the early dayil. She tOld me quite an mter~stin~ 

&t.Ory: when she was a little girl, that i:J l.>durc th~ whit~ m an ca.mc, she a.nd 

her !i:l.ther and moth e r :\nd he c brother w':rc a:otnf:' dowll LO vi s it the Saanich lndi<l1l8, 

dCJwn where the Drummond property j ~, that .betty [ Urummond] owned . 

They were coming down the ~ l"f"«'k - the re was a trail down tht.t 

creek. the whole \'all~y was for est in those day1, thrrc was a t rail down the creek 

and her dad told her ''1 know where ti\crc11 a wolf den, it' s up a. Hu.le b ranch 

creek. running into the main creek, and w-e' ll ,o IIJ'' ,'\.1\d tocc if. .. " They heard 

th e wolv.,;s up on the hill, runnin~. and they thou6ht they'd be away, $0 thet'd !'O 

up and takc a look and ::oce if there w~ro any liuh~ ones . So they '\Vent up a.nd 

"""'l kh. ~ 
there were tJnee 1ittle pups, ~ultl liO U1w .lti1,..•au UHl m 1 <( rat~dmotherl\- they 

W\.\tC onl y about 6 or 7 years old th~y s uid they wanted to take them and show 
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fk,\-
them to their fr i ends dO''-'n a.t FuJ ford. M,=t;J; ;, Eifal;.her said 11 You can't do that. 11 

But th.ey ju:;t kept after him, Like children will do, :md th ~y ~ttid 11We 'll just take 

them and show them and bring them ba ck up again. " So anyv;·ay, the'tf""'M'lifather, 

he gave in to the m, and they took them down t() show th e •.:.hildren at Fulford . 

Thi$ wa$ in the evening, and they had a fire goi.nA on t.he ~each, 

a.c Betty'::s place, I guess, and they were pl;:l.yin~ w it,_h t.hc littl e wul£ pup:; . The y 

heard tht! wulvts ...:orning down t.he creek, they hea.r d them h()wling, COtt\inh d OWil, 

So they wert.! follow ing t.h em. Wh en they got bac k to their den, the pups wert'! 

gone, s o they followed my g r andmoth er's dad o..nd the children down to F ulforci. 

Th!;,! £..1.mily .said " We'll see what the>•' re going to do. " The wolves <"a.mc. down, 

t·ight i1l a ro1.md the: bt.!u._:h, uot tuu far f r orn the lir e . Thef just Wf!nt ;n()unci a 

few tirn es and I guc :;:; they could hear the little pups J.'n\l.kjng their littl e n oi se. 

'!he grandfather said "Wdl. now. you children , the y want those pups b.:tck, you'll 

have to take them out and gee tht'!m off the t.~~u.:h. " Anyway, before they could 

~et the m out. of (.here, the wolves went up into the back, above the brid~~. ,'\nd 

they hear d them running . Pretty S()Ol\ dm\'1) cam!;,! a deer, r ight into the water, 

r i ght clo~e to wher e the fire was . So, 1 guess they were pretty clo!>e t o 

nature, those people. in those day a the graSJ.d!ather said " They've ~iven 

us a s._:ar e, you'll have to give them their pups right back." So they took the 

pups a.nd put. t.h.em out next to the low tide, close to where they had the dee.r. 

as)d the deer wal> ~tanding out thu·e. They put t.he littl e PUJ>S down and the wolve::. 

pjcked thcnl up ill their m ouths and took them back up to their den. 

I thuught that wa::; quite- a stor y . M y g rand:mot.he .. sajd t.hat it was 

a true s t ot·y, she was thel"e, lt'$ hard t o believe, but being So close to nature, 

1 g\less, they un<l..:rscu.od ea...-h othcr. So that's ju:>t a little :>toq•. I could teH 



you a lot lnorc.: uta r iP.s. bu1. there isn't t ir-ue tuday. 

Uurcoyne B ay: the first people tb~re .l.fter the indians was a chap 

by the name or Juhn .MaXW'elJ. He came out ol BurkcrviJJe iu the vtory e arl y 

uixties and 1,.ouk up land in Bu.rgoynf'! R\l.y, took up ~bOUI. a thoua.1nd a.c;rc:o. H~ 

r:1iscd a family there , he marri"d un Indian .;irl - in tho~c daylii there were 

not tOO many white women around. so he -mar.rted an Indian "ir) !.rom the 

C owichans. They raised a !ounily, 1 thi nk. of live hoya and thnH'I J4irls, and 

c le o.rcd all that nrca from the hc•uom of L ee' • Hill and followc<.l the valley through 

to Bur goyne. 'fhf>y wor ked Ul by hand in tho•~ d~y~. they bad lO dig the stump• 

out. t.hcy d1dn't have any stumpin,{ powder. Thf.:ly justtb..'ld oxt.:n. 

Th<'!t"' rurth<:r down thare were the .F'UI'Ilc.Ssc:o . The Furnct>~ es 

we re where Furnc»s H.ond ll:f now. They ow11cd both side:; of thl' ro..'\d there . 

That would be In the :sixues. And down on the uthcr side thc:rc were the Lees, 

thare ;).Tc still rel~t:ions of the Leel'l clown in }o~uJf()l'41. Then down on the right 

again. where) the dairy fa ern i v, was J Ot! Ni.t.htin&~le, he was tJ. r.ousj n of Florent.u 

Nightingale. Tl\(!y lived juat ha-.:k ol wher e t.he United Church ie nO\V, the dairy 

Re.;..t •. 
furm' s there. Alte r th3t there were the Rn.,~t.a . Across from there, the 

M~s, M.lR.,K< 
M" •" IJ ., and ju8t. below the~ there we:z·e 1,.hc lhghnaJJR , Across from. th u 

M a(JW: 
Hi~i'lnalls there was Mr . MtHta:t vcn io r, who c::amC!: down from Alberni. H e wa~ 

one of tbe fi rAt white serdera in the Alberni vOI\Ucy tn the early days. and muvcd 

down t:O the v0\.J14'y here. Then &cross from him, below whera MrA . Laundry 

lived, there wu,t; l•red .Rayne~. Uc w as .~ hddgc builder and a wh:lrf huilclcr. 

He built a lot of Lhe wharve& .a.round the Gulf illands in the early d.&y:L My dad 

worked with him. Jn the 1880• my dad worked with him on the wh:vves . 
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Oelow Mr.Ih,yn<:$ wus my gru.odfat.hur 's pl;a.~c. He <:allccl it (he 

Traveller~ ' Tle:st in t.he ~a rl y dJ~~ylll. Hf': h!'td A little hotel there. and .store. 

That would be in the :axucs. lie rait~cd a fam.tly there, bve boy$: and th ree 

;;i rh. Hi~ P.lde!'lt d:'Uightttr w:u th~ gr;l._ndmoth~r or M:u~ MOU!lt - there W:lS 

01-., M~.;u..J: ' :;: ~~. 
Mole and Lauric- .\.nd Rill M(')u.t.t. My !irlt couain was Mu,llh~ti.aga.h, She 

have a picrurf! hf'rf" of it, they bad the post offlce there <md a little &encral 

store. They h.1d juat about everythina 1.n it you could want to buy, £rom a 

mou::oetrap to feed for the cowtJ . 

Across from chure W0\1 Mtcha-.tl Cyvea, who was my grandfather. 

He came in the aixti4":s, h4": wa.v from Ireland. He wa:.; a friend of M r. Maxwell, 

and Mr. Maxwell todkct1 hhn inco C'f'.lmlnu to S.'\lt Spring. Htl cut shakes, split 

:ohakes . There walt a lot o£ cedar on hiw place; und he cut :shake::~ for Owen 

Hanuncr aud he took thom l>y • .. a ... uou dowll tiJ Victoriu and 5old tht.:ft• tO th~ 

community th.1.t was julit building up there. 1 gue~; :; he would :;;ell thcuc .shakes 

My gt";'\ndf.'lthf'!r Ak~rman L~rt Bngland 

in lH5f> ,,,.hen he W.!LS 1? ycaru old, travelled around the States for a while and 

thcs' foUftc.l V ict.orj<.l, anti (rum Vktorin h.., ··nnvf'!d out to S.'l)t Spring. 

Gr:t.ndb.ther Gyvcli, he left Ireland in the pot•to f•minc in 1855. 

He lived in New York. he an<f hi.!' tw(') tnoth~rs. H~ joined th~ American army, 

and he Ul'led tn ~On'\e aernaa th~ plains, i_n the early day& w1th the covered 

waggonl'l. Ha spe-nt, 1 think, five year9 with lhc a .nny at that time and got into 

Oregon~ and his company had to march up the coalft ;,a.nd go ucrOSl'l tO the S..'l..n 
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Ju"-n•. T hey were having t r uublc: with the line there, h wati 1860. He sc.ayc.:d 

there for a year with the American army. In his time off he used to take a. 

canoe and eome around the idand ... jw;t looking around, 1 eucJOs he had the idea 

t.hat whc.:~t'l h e got out of the army -- ht had one more year to go - h.e would 

makt: :t move up here . Ilc !ound J:'uLrord a nd the vc.lley, ilnd li3.W that, and whQn 

hu JUCl Mr . Maxwell, Mr. Maxwoll Lnlkcd h im into movin~ UJ'). 

T hen we go down the v~'lll~y Crou:a there. Our net&hbours were the 

Shaw•. John Shaw was. bdurc.: the turn o{ the century. a naval architect. 1s that 

ri,ht, Betty? Your dad wae & naval architect? [No. hC'! wa1 ,'\.n ~n.,tineer aJ'Id 

axchitect in Gl.).s~ow .J He.: wu.tJ a very, very fine neighbour. He was good to 

~h1.1 c.:urnmunity. he worked ha.t·d fur the <.;ommuni ty. Hn wn.• ve ry good t.o us 

ua bh rif' lcJ dnd kept h i& !iclda up Cor us, S o we rc.:.dlt thou~t a lot or Mr. John 

Shaw. 

Below that w~• the Sewell property . So that t3.ke8 ns r ight down to 

Fulford. Ri~ht at tl\e hcot<l o! the bay tha first hotd was 1..h~ Roger:>' Hotel. 

Jim nogc r:o . They were an o Jd fa nlily the r e, tbC)' had :\ AtO I' e, T hat h olcl bur nt 

down. T hen there was lhc white house, M r . Bl3ncJy b~ailt t.hc white hou:o e there. 

Th<Jtl u. c:hap by ~c name of Mr. Tehb~. he took it o"·cr and ran it fo r a while, a.nd 

then Mr. F..ar:on eaw..c.: jn the: twenties. A.J. Eaton, he r~:m the hotel. Then a 

~t--
Mx•. Col1ia.~tAA froru Wett Vu.n..:ouvcr came in and did a Jot. ul work on it, fu.ed 

it a ll up. She r an the l:ito re for a whi)P., then she rc.nl ccl il out to a chap by the 

nan'l" M Kingsh:y, .fro n 1 Shuwuig,an Lake, an old fa.m ily ol Sho.wnigan L a ke. They 

tuo~.d it. {or a while, they h.'\d o. pub t.hcrc.:. a neighbourhood pub, :\ncJ it llc.rnt. 

Thor~ wa.~ l'othing done tu the property for a while. Then a Mr. Kenrtedy, he 
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built a hotel, :::uld lt out. ll chang~d hand:; tH~veral dmt.:ll, :l.nd that burnt, down. 

Noth in~ wa~ done to chat picc o of property until ju::;t a fflw yeu r:s a go whun they 

buih the new hotel; it's still there and 1 hvpc tt doesn't burn down. .t"uHord 

lit&U burnt down lhr~e titnc~. ~he first wa=- built in l 9Z!) . 

( Quol'tion. How long would i~ have taken !or your gr-andfather tO 

cl~ar the.: £ir::;t (~w acre$ ""-ben h~ came to the valley - it would be jut& all t rees , 

wouldn't i t?] It must h ave t:a.k~n hhu quite ;1. while bcc.'\UIIc.: my dad 3..l"'d uncles 

were.: clearing l~nd in the v{Lllcy. They dc:a.rf!d a. lot of it too, h i:. bo;·•. five.: 

boy a, they a ll worked clea.rinJt. [ Questi(Jn . They would be enormuu• trees, 

1 i.magme?] Oh yP.s, .a lol of them tltaybe up to seven teet ... we otill have 

.,. cednr t ree on our p roperty 1h..:;rc, the old prope rty, and it ' s seven !~ct m 

chameter, it'~ lftlll •tanding th~re. They h.ad to dig them up. dig all the coots 

c:Jet\1" and then haul them out. The ox~n pulling togeth(!.r. 

( Quf'lt ioo . What would be the tl r~t thmg thnt they woul d <lo -

they'd live off the: la.nd, pn~tty Wt'!'ll, wouldn't they?] My a:rand!athcr h•d quite 

a bl;:, garden and orcha rd. Hvw the}' u l'Sed tU fell til~ cruet~ -- they dldn't have 

lUJ. f a:t.ws, r.hc y didn 't have cv~n tht' cro&li·C:Ut s aw -- t<> !dl a bi6 tree, Saf six 

feet through, the.:)· would ~t!t .an auger a nd they would bvrc tnto i£ and then they 

wvuld bore another hole dow.n on ~n anc;lc to mP.et that hoL~ r"I'Htfbe a foot o r two 1n. 

T h'Jn they w ould t ake charcoal. coals rrou.1 the ir fire s that the~ wcr~ cle3. ring 

land wtth~ a.nd ti'\c:y would pu.•h the&e. <:oab into that nolc. and ki!:ep pu•han6 tnem 

in until they got the wood lilartf'ld , a nd they "Ot into ::;omf'l t')ltc:h or :.;omerhiJ\g, 

a.nd then it would GOt'l"'lc: i.n thf'lrft 1\ncl come up th I"Ou~h thia <>th~r hole ~nd c:tuse 

a drau~ht. Then a.ll tb.at t!dhc would burn Ol.lt. jOU -"~e. It woulo ta.kc them 
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a day. 1..hr~c of t.h~m. 1.0 rake otw t ree down. When the y got i t on the g r ou.nd , 

1.hcy woul d do the ::oame thing. They would bor e in and hor e down, and put c.oah; 

in it, every so f.'l.r along the tree . 

My grandmother . Martha Clay, l eft England in 18f>9, 1 think. $he 

a-nd two sisters cJ.me Ot.lt on th<: Robert Low . It was a bride ship that came into 

Vic:t.oria , ilnd ::ohe came up with Mrs . Oavid Spen<":~l' -- th .. ~y wet·~ J'nen::haxlt:> io 

Victoria in the early days . S he worked !or he r fo r a while until she met my 

gr andda d and they we re m a rried in Victor-i~. Th eo the>· m ove d up in the early 

T hat family - g r andfather Akerman and g rannie 

A kerm an and the children they were the fi~·st white family j n the Burgoyne 

a rea . 

[Comment by Mary Ingli.n. I' m glad to h ear that, because Joe 

(iarner asked me the other d~y who wer-e the first wl\it.e fa utily on S ale Spr ing, 

and 1 thought i t was the Aker-m-.ns.J Well , J didn't like tO $ay Salt Spring. 

but I know they we r e (be fir::~ t white family in that area. [ Con1n1ent by lvan 

Mouat . \Yell, 1 always knew that your uncle J o e was t.h e first. whit.e child born 

ot'l Sa~t Spring.] That'S what 1 heard you r emember .1 ohnny Wh ims? 

Johnny Whims, he' s sitting o n the plough down in Mouat's Mall -- djri yOtl ~ee 

that. pictux~? He was quite a ch aracter , you know, always joking. ln the early 

days th e boats used to come into Gan~es aJld aU tile old-t ime r s l iked (o go down 

{o ::occ. the m come in, for s omething to d o. .1 ohnny was standing th~ r-~ ~md this 

tOts ri !:It 1,..ra vcllcr cam<: . .i.t' and h <.· a-sked Johnny about car ly days, and if the r c we rc-

any o ld - time rs ;,. round, o..nd Johnny -- hoe wo.s "'black, eh? 

that. man over there, t;itt.ing on a guard rail. Lhat's J oe Akerman. he \vas the. fn:>t 
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white chUd born on Salt Sprinx - and l wa.s the s econd." He didn't crack a 

smUe. you know. He got a bii ku:k OUt of that. 

[Ouc:scion. You !laid your !ather was working in tho ui~hties'!] 

Thils picturu here, of the churc.h.•> That.ls h irr'l sittin~ on lh'-1 Ccocc post back 

there, he wns about 12 year s old :\.nd hf'l t.r.lnspo rt cd a lot of that lumh~r. windows. 

door!! , {rum Uurgoyne Baf down t(') IJuiltl that church. You eee, Q. lot of the 

wmdowa a.nd doors am.! floor in& came from the Buu.er C!au..rc:h &t Cowichan B.'l.y . 

. 
I dot\ t Mow 1.f you' ve ever ht:ard u£ the: old :stone church at Co-.wicttdn Bat. the 

Buttor Church? T hey built it there in t.he fJ:.trly da1s il.nd Lhc1 !ound the)' were 

on lhc wron~ prop~ rcy. So th ~:y had tu give it up . ·the windvwt und door s, 

rJool"inx urHl u lot of the l umber wa.8 dnnl\ted tO lhi~ church =tt ~ ... ulrn rcl , Thl~ 

window• that a.re in che l"'e J'loW arc a..ctually (rom t.hf! Rllttt;!l" Church at Cowichan Bay. 

[ Oucsuoo. Bnt.-1-t fOUr q randmothcr s lived to an old a~c. 1 remembel"' 

them bnth , x;ranf\ie Akct'mao and ,.ra,nnl,. GJVe~. How old wa1 .=-~nie Akerman 

when :.he du.:d '! ] 96 . Both ){ro.nd!uthcrs lived till cloae to 92. So 01aybc 

I've got Q. littl e. t imt' yet . 

wou. lf unybody was badly hurt or 8itk, they didn't have a doctor or Anyor~~ to look 

$be waa pretty good on anythin,( like that. stckness. She woa t()Jtl from he: people 

1 think that •he hi"'Oil~ht intv the world all the babi~s in t.hol!le dClyl'l {I rout~rl that area. 

T "':!!')"-
[ Qu~~Jtiot• . Wu~ your g l·andmothf!r Ctves sist<::r o! t.hc wife of Mr. T>ia$n?] 

They wer('l t()USiJ'ls. 

r sr.P.....L's 



[Que s t ion . You gave us a kind of verbal description of tho:;c 

propcrth~$. ls tha t down o n pap er a.nywhel'e, in the forn-. of a m;:t.p O!' a survey ? 

! t woulU b(.· verv \I Sl! ful to h ave that d own in an ordcr!.r fashion on a kin<! o f <l iu••c<"un 
. ' n 

Oh ~·cs . I c ould get a m<.\ p o f the v ;,llll:.y a nd pnt d<tw n who own~d 

lt at th al t tmc . I will g~;t ~l JY'I<l.f> (,( that area and th~n I can pl.lt on i( the origioal 

0 \\' !H '! l' !'; • 

[Que JOt ion . Who was it thM hu i1t th at nice o ld s quarc - t im bert:d 

Th :tt' s the old Traveller:.; ' Rest . Gr.:uvlfo.th e r 

in th e f i 1·st f~iH he ~ame in rmilt a small log cabir.:. juSl up the valh'!f, but mor e 

unde r Mount Bruce . Ilc pl an ted ill\ orchard ;;here, riA-ht 3\"\'ay, and I g uess it. 

must hav e b <.:cl'l j tl d l<.: $Htnmel' time, because it was a ll nice and :s;u.t1s hif1e. 

t:hc valley, ov...:.;· t<.' w h f': l' <· t.J, e travelle r s ' Reo~ i s now . 


