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LOTUS RUCKLE 

Typed By Debbie Hogg 



Ruck l e 

Today is Ju ne 17, 1977 a nd we ' re on t he Ruck le ' s property on the e nd of Beaver Point 

and I 'm ta lk ing to Lotus Ruckle . 

Inte r viewer: Lot us , were you born on the island? 

Lotus : No , I was born in the Se l ki r k mountains, in a l ittle mining town cal l ed 

Beaton , or Trout Lake Ci t y . I mean . 

Inte r v i ewe r : And when di d you come to Sa l tspring? 

Lot us : I came t o Sa lt s pring in t he second of February 192 1 . 

I n terv i ewer : Yo u reme mbe r the date just like that? 

Lo tu s : We ll it was on my b i r thday . 

In t erviewer: Oh, we l l yo u have good r eason to remember, how old were yo u? 

Lo tu s : I was ten years o l d. 

Inte r viewer : An d wha t b rought your fami l y to Sal tspr ing? 

Lot us : We ll a h, my s t e p fa the r a nd my mo t he r decided that t hey wanted to ge t out 

of the cold winte r s a nd mosquitos in the s umme r time and come down to t he 

bea utiful coas t, so they came t o fi nd a p l ace t o l ive . 

In t erviewer : Did they come r igh t to l ive on Sa l tspr ing ? 

Lot us : No , we l ived f or t wo mo n ths in Vic toria wh i l e t hey we r e l ooking for proper t y 

here . 

Interviewer : And whe r e d id yo u se ttl e whe n yo u came t o Sa l tspr ing? 

Lot us : The place tha t is now known as Solima r or the Bridgeman pro perty, i t ' s now 

a subdivision, i t was a ll one b ig fa r m at tha t time , So l ima r was the only 

p iece t aken ou t of it , it had be l onged to the Bridgeman fam i ly . 

Inte r viewer : And t hat wou ld be t he n at the e nd of Br idgeman r oad which runn s off of 

Beave r Point Road . 

Lot us : And Regg ina l d MOuntain belonged to t he proper t y . 

I n terviewer : Is that righ t? 

Lotus : I n fact the r e were 640 acres of it when we boug h t it. 
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I n terviewe r: Oh , that was a b i g piece of proper ty . What was your step fa t he r ' s 

Lot us : 

name? 

Mr. Coriman He nni ck , Me nHe nnick Dr ive is now named fo r him , and the r e i s 

o ne other road in t he s ubdivis i on , it is Fra se r Road, a fte r my brot her . 

I n te r v i ewer : Was yo ur bro t her' s na me Fr ase r the n? 

Lot us : Ye s . 

Inte r viewer : You name was Lot us Fraser then . 

Lot us : Yes . 

I n terv iewer : The n if yo u were ten year s old , you must ha ve gone to schoo l on the is l a n d? 

Lot us : Oh yes , I ha d a bout two a nd a ha l f yea r s i n t he litt l e Beaver Point 

school ho use . 

I n te r viewer: It ' s t he same schoo l house t hat ' s there today? 

Lotus : Exac t ly t he s ame schoo l house . 

In terviewer : Real l y , what yea r was i t built ? Do yo u kn ow? Ju st approximate l y . 

Lotus : 1880 somet h i ng , aro un d 1885 . 

I n terviewer : Rea l ly , and i t was in ope r a t ion un ti l ? 

Lotus : 1953 . 

In t erviewer : An d so even you r c hil dre n went t o t he school? 

Lotus : Oh yes , Gwen wen t unti l t he e nd of he r grade eigh t yea r a n d Henry we n t 

until the end o f his g r ade eight year , and t hen the bus started running 

to Beaver Point so Henry was ab l e to go to h igh schoo l by b us . 

Inte rv i ewe r: An d t hat wo ul d be in Ganges wo ul d it? 

Lotus : Yes . 

Intervi ewer : We ll when you wen t t o sch oo l, d id they have a highschool on the i sland? 

Lotus: No , eve r yo ne had to go to Vancouve r o r Victoria or Nanimo to go to high­

schoo l , a nd t hat i s why I was out of school for three years, a nd then I 

went back a n d the highschoo l a t Ga nges was opened and I had worked two 

s umme r s at t he s ummer r esort at t he Po l icks were ru nni ng at So l imar 

and I felt I had eno ugh money t o start h ighschool . Even then we we r e 
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Lo tus: heading towards the depression of 1930 and mo ney was getting very hard to 

procure. 

Interviewer : About what yea r would the h igh school have started in Ganges? 

Lotus : We ll I started in 1925 , I t hink it started in 1924, I think i t was i n 

operat i o n one year before I s tart ed. 

I n terviewer : Do yo u reme mber any of your teache r s? 

Lotus: Well, I had the s ame one for three years , A.P. Robertson , he taught three 

years of highschool, the first yea r I wen t he t a ugh t g r ades 8 , 9 , a nd 10. 

Then the next yea r he started with 9, 10, and 11 . I was ta l king to a g irl 

the other day who had just seen him and she sa id he sti ll remembe r s hi s 

years at Ga nges . He l ives in Qua l icum . I l ook back now a nd wonder how 

he handl e d that many subjects in one day . 

Inte r v i ewer : Well how many st udents would he have ? 

Lot us : I s uppos e there wou l d be aro und 30 or 40 not such awfu lly big c l asses but, 

even s o he had all those s ubjects in each year . 

Int ervi ewer: Th a t was quite a ha ndful wasn' t it? 

Lot us : Yes, it certainly was . 

I n terviewer: Would many students go on from highschool to university? 

Lot us : Wel l some of them did, again it was a question of money , whether the ir 

parents had money eno ugh to send t he m or not, qui te a few wen t onto no rma l 

schoo l and became t eache r s . 

I n t erviewer : And that would be i n Vic t oria would it? 

Lo tu s : Yes, but some we n t to Columbia Co l l ege i n New Westmi ni ster , a nd some went 

to UB C. 

Interviewer: An d I guess some girls woul d leave the is l a nd and go i nto n ursing? 

Lotus: Oh yes . 

Interviewer : What did you do after h ighschoo l ? 

Lo tus: I got married , I was home for a yea r after I ma ti culated a nd because I 

wasn ' t very we ll I thoug h I was go ing t o go onto my norma l scho o l but, 
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Lotu s : we still didn ' t have money e nough for finance it so I was offered a job 

as a companion hou sekeepe r to Mrs . Bridgeman who was a very very lone l y 

lady , and I was on the point of taking , whe n Gordon sai d that I could do 

that f o r him. And I have been doing it ever since . 

In te rviewer: Well now that brings us into the Ruckl e side of the f amil y then, you 

were married in what year? 

Lotus: I was married on t he 30 of J uly 1930, In Victoria . 

Inte rviewer: And your husband' s name was Henry Go r don, he was born on the island? 

Lo tu s : Oh yes, he was born on the farm. 

I nterviewer : And the farm means where you are living today? 

Lotus : Not this house , but yes , the farm where we are living today but, he was 

born in his fathe r' s house on the hill. 

I nt e rv iewer: And that was the o r igina l Ruckl e home was it? 

Lotu s : No, the original Ruckle home is wh er e his fathe r was born. 

Interviewer : I s tha t right , the Ruckle family real l y dates back don't they? 

Lot us : Oh yes , i t ' s practical l y 100 years now since t hey came to Saltspring , 

nobody is su r e of the date but is around 100 years . 

I n te rvi ewe r: And they se tt l ed in Beave r Point ? 

Lotus: Yes , they bought from the crown at a dol l ar an acre . 

In te rviewe r: How man y acres woul d t hey have ? 

Lot us : It eventually became 1200 , but they d idn ' t buy it all at o nce , Grandpa 

Ru ckl e would buy a bit, and then he worked in Sann i ch off and on while 

Grandma Ruckle managed the f a rm so that he could buy more land . He 

left Ontario to go t o Ca li f ornia becaus e the r e was a gold rush i n 

Cal i fornia around 1858 and the goldrus h petered out by the time he go t 

th ere , he wo rked his way up the coast , through Oregon a nd t hen some o f 

them bought a sail i ng boat and they sai l ed up the coast to Victoria a nd 

dec ided that t hey were going to look f or l and i n this part of t he worl d . 

So he evidently sai l ed to Beaver Point, probably l anded j us t a little 
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Lotus: way below us here and he liked what he saw and he evidently started 

negotiations to buy some. 

Interviewe r : He wasn ' t married at t hat time? 

Lotus : No, he wasn 't married at that time, there are a few discrepancies there 

it ' s now s ure if he met Grandma Ruckle here or in Tacoma where she was 

hou sekeeper for a doctor and his family or whether she had left Tacoma 

and come to the Sannich Penninsula, some say on thing some say another , 

but anyway he met her and persuaded her to marry him and come to Beaver 

Po int a nd live. So that's the way the family ar r ived on the i sland. 

Interviewer : Oh that's really an exc iting lif e , it must have been so different back 

then too, they woul d have to do all their shopping in Victoria . 

Lotus : I would imag ine so, I imagine they rode to Sidney and they were very 

fr iend l y with the Bretter family in Sidney becau se they were pa lit ines 

too see , the Ruckle family origina l ly started out from what i s known 

as the Palitine area in Germany and evidently the Bretter family had 

done the same and so they became friendly on the Sannich Penninsula 

too and he would stay over n ight and come home aga i n with the groceries 

after staying the night at the Bretter ' s . Grandma used to te ll how 

frightened s he used to get because t he Indians used to come and look 

in the window . She was very fr i ghtene d of Ind ians and she never really 

accepted them, she a l ways felt that t hey meant to do her harm. 

Interviewer : Well now the Indians at t hat time wou ldn't be in the area all the time 

would they? 

Lot us : No, it was mostly if t he Haida' s came vis iti ng evidently , I don ' t 

th ink s he was so frightened of the Cowichan Indians and so on but 

evident l y s he was very frigh tened of t hem . 

Intervi ewer : It would be a s trange life for a woman al l by herself wouldn't it? 

What fam i l y di d the Ruck l e ' s ha ve? 

Lotus : There were fo ur, there was Al fred , El l a , Agn~s, and Henry, Alfred was 
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Lotus: the man that built this house , he was the oldes t, and then Ella , 

Agn~~ and Henry. Agn~s is the one that did all these lovely paintings 

in this room. 

Interviewer: Did t hey all stay on the island ? 

Lotus : No, Agnus was a teacher, she was drownt at Christina Lake when she was only 

twenty-two , she didn't live very long. 

Interviewer: She was quite young when s he did these paintings? 

Lotus : All the instructions she had was a correspondence course. 

Interviewer: Really, your daug h t e r Gwen comes by he r talen t naturally then doesn ' t 

Lotus : 

she? 

On both s ides as far as that goes, my Grandfathe r was J.A. Fraser and 

he was one of the kest known artists in Canada at his time. 

Interviewer : Well now, he was in t hea trics too wasn't he? 

Lotus : No that was my father, he was the actor . Grandfather Frase r just stuck 

to his painting all his life, he le f t Ca na da because he didn't think 

he was making e noug h money and in New York a rti s ts were recognized a 

litt le bi t more than i n Canada so he spent the rest of hi s life in New 

York . It was n ' t a very longlife b~cause he died at s ixty. Unfortunately 

we don ' t have any of his work, they do have originals in t he National 

Ga ll e ry in Ottawa . It's r ather interesting a t the present time they are 

doing r esearch to write a book about his work. 

Int erv i ewer : Re a lly . 

Lo tu s : My brot he r was i n Ottawa l ast s ummer and just happened to get i n to uch 

with the man that was doi ng it th ro ugh a fluke . 

I nt ervieNer: Well, isn ' t tha t exc iting . 

Lotus : So he was quit e interested to discover a relative and he got i n touch 

with us and we sen t what notes mother had kept, it wi l l be interesting 

i f the book i s finished. 

Intervi ewer: Yes i ndeed . Now that is one Ruck l e sister, did the other siste r r emain 
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Interviewer: on the island ? 

Lotus : Ye s , Ella married a man on Morsby Island, Stanley Harris, they lived 

there and made a very l ove l y fa rm of it , had two children , Tom and 

Agnss, but then Ella had cancer and didn 't live very l ong a nd afte r 

she died he moved to Florida. Tom died when he was 21 but, Agnas 

still lives in Seattle . 

Intervi ewer : Those are their children are they? 

Lotus: Yes. 

Interviewer: The two Ruckle brothers remained o n the farm? 

Lotus: Yes they remaine d on the farm and owned the farm betwe e n them , from the 

time Grandpa die d i n 191 3 , until around 1950 or so, and then Unc l e 

Alfre d r et ired and Gordon 's fat her He n ry , and Gordon and his brother 

Norman took the farm ove r, and farme d it until Norman died , which 

was rathe r tragic. 

Interviewer: Now the ho use that is across the road, is that Norman ' s? 

Lotus : That was Norman ' s house yes. 

Interviewer: And Norman died as a young man did he? 

Lotus: Yes , he had Hodgeki ns disease and in those days there was very little 

the y cou ld do for that ki nd of thing and he died in hi s ea rl y forties. 

I n terviewer : And t he house has never been lived in? 

Lotus: Wel l, they are us ing it for Park headquarters now and t here have been 

some of the Pa rk familiers have been up and stayed over night , t ha t's 

a l l so far bu t, it ' s a ll finished now except t hey have n ' t put the 

water i n yet . 

Interviewer : And t h is hous e is j ust beautifu l, so Henry Ruckle built this house t he n? 

Lotus: Al fred Ru ckl e . 

I nterviewer: Alfred Ruckle built t hi s house . Now when Grandfather Ruckl e first came 

to the i s land what type of farming was he doi ng? 

Lot us: Oh t hey had catt l e righ t from the begi nni ng , Grandma Ru ckl e liked cattle, 
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Lotus : she liked making butter and of course the r e was a very good sale for 

butter in Vi ctor ia at t hat time, and they had c h ickens and they took 

the ir eggs to Victor ia too. 

In t e rviewer: Rowi ng their boat over? 

Lot us : Yes, rowing the ir boat ove r and they always had some s heep , they didn't 

have a great numb e r because Grandma Ruckle had been born in Norway, 

he r fat her was a farmer and they had s heep a nd she always sa id t hat they 

ate everything that the r e was a nd that there was no thing for anything 

else to e at . So then they plante d f ruit trees, they had a lo t of fruit 

trees a nd there was a splendid sale fo r fruit in those days, the 

Okanagan fruit had not come onto the ma rket and as time we nt on they 

got mo r e sheep because they found that l amb was a very ma r ketable 

product, a nd they even us e d to row the lamb s t o the New Westmi ni ste r 

ma rke t. 

I nt erviewe r: Rea ll y . 

Lotus : So t hey tell me , I fee l sorry for t he lamb s , this is what they te l l 

me , then g r ad ua lly , as He nry a nd Al fred go t o l der t hey s t a rt ed b utchering 

l ambs and taking ca r casses t o Vi c t or ia a nd Va ncouver, a nd t he y really 

have carried on jus~he same , a lways pigs to provi de bacon and ham a nd 

so o n, a nd eventua ll y they put i n a bar1te~ pear orchard and it had 

very very good pears for a l ong time and the Si dney canne r y used to take 

a ll t he c rop, the n e v e ntuall y t he Oka nagan fruit put the local fruit 

out of the pic tu re , but we have a l ways carr i ed on mu c h t he same . 

I n tervi ewer : Wel l now, I know tha t on the is land t he Ruckl es pota t os are quit e 

Lot us : 

-------

famous . 

They grew the potato s absolutely f r om the beginning too , I kn ow t hat 

whe n we came to the i s l and fif t y yea r s ago everybody sa id i f yo u wa n t 

potato s buy them from the Ruck l es . Af t e r the l ast war we we n t into 

seed growing of potato s i n quite a big way, I t h i nk t he biggest c r op 

~~-----------------------------------------------
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Lotus: we ever took out was seventy - five tons. That was a l ot of work. 

Aiot of hand work , handsorting and resorting a nd so event ual l y we 

dropped that a nd now we have just gone back to commercia l potoatos . 

Interviewe r: You have quite a few sheep now don't you? 

Lotus: Yes, we usual l y keep the same amount, a round 140- 150 and I think 

this year we have 155, but we haven't man y catt le now, we have just two 

milk cows , we got r id of the Angus herd because we though t they didn't 

go with the park very we ll. People seem to be a bit nervous about 

big black cows . I don 't know why . 

I n terviewer : Now, the pattern of the farm has changed now that it is a Provincial 

Park? 

Lotus: Not very much real l y, because t he 200 acres that is in t he Agricultu ral 

reserve wi l l never be developed into the Park, it will always be used 

in an Agricu ltura l way, and we farm it complerely at our pl easure, there 

is no interference what so ever , so that actually we don't notice very 

much difference other than the fact that we got rid of the beef herd 

because we thought they were rather hard to contain on 200 acres, we 

fe lt they needed a little more pastu~~~nd t hatf ~s far as the sheep 

go, it seems to be going very well , I used to be very petrified of dogs 

but peop le seem to ~e ve r y good in the Park as far as t he dogs are 

concerned and we have only had two instances, wh i ch is rather amazing 

to me . 

Interviewer: Well n ow with your sheep I know you do alot of spinning yourself and 

did yo u use yo ur sheep just for the woo l or do you butcher the sheep 

as wel l ? 

Lotus: 

~--------

We ll we do some butchering, and the bulk actual l y go alive to the 

Richmond packing ~Ynt at the present time but we do butcher for the 

butcher shops in Ganges and actua lly the largest income comes from the 

lambs but, the woo l does provide a very good income because what we don ' t 
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Lotus: use ourselves the Cowichan Indians take and some o f t he l oca l spinners 

and weavers and so on . I have been very f ortuna t e I have be en a bl e to 

se ll it al l t he last f our or f i ve years . 

Inte r viewer : An d you have both dark fleece and white? 

Lotus : Yes, after we started making o ur sweaters , I found it ve ry dif f i cult to 

buy any very good black wool, so I start e d raising black woo l j ust f or 

myself and of cour se I kept a ll the yew lambs and the flock g r ew and 

it g r ew and i t grew and now I have about fifty black sheep . 

I n terviewer: When did you start sp inning Lotus? 

Lotus : Oh I g uess it wa s about 20 years ago I g ue s s , be tween 20 and 25 years 

ago Gwe n decided to learn how t o spin a nd I decided t o try it too. 

My mo the r had a n attachment tht fitted on a singer sewing mach i ne and 

yo u us ed the belt of a singer t o turn the s pindal, that ' s what we both 

l earned on, then I p icke d up a li tt l e sp inning whee l f or ten dollars 

that I liked quite wel l, now I have prog r essed to an Indi an spi nn e r, 

so when Gwen ' s idea was that if s he could sell some children ' s sweaters 

it could he lp her buy oi l paint, s he was getting ve r y anxiou s to pai nt, 

and we were finding that oil paint was rather expens i ve, so the first 

winter s he made nine littl e sweate r s and so l d them al l. 

In te rviewer : You were spinning the wool and she was doing the k nitting? 

Lotus: No , she was doing more spinning than I wa s at that time , actually I 

thi nk the first nine s he spun the woo l a nd knitted them herse l f , and 

I was interested in trying t o make socks and a s l e eve l ess pullover 

fo r my hu s band so I decided t hat I must l earn to spin too and gradual l y 

I took over the spinning comple~ely and Gwe n does al l the knit t i ng and 

we se ll sweaters eve r y year a nd at t he present time I think there is 62 

or 63 on order. 

Interv i ewe r : Really? 

Lot us: We only do about t wenty - five sweaters at the mos t in a year and that 
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Lotus: mea ns we are almost three years behind. 

I n terviewer : Twen ty-five is quite a numb er to do i n a year? 

Lot us : We l l it takes Gwen about ten days to two weeks to knit one and that is 

just about the rate at which I sp i n I can just about keep up to her 

now. So that means two sweaters a mont h. 

I nt erviewer: That is quite a bit of knitting? 

Lotus: Yes, it is alot of knit ting, I don't know how she does the knitting 

and watches television at the same time. 

Interviewer: And sti l l have time to paint? 

Lot us : Well she only knits at night , s he made that a r ul e, the knitting is 

only done at n igh t because s he must have her days for painting and 

photography a nd so on. 

Interviewer : Now you have a son as we l l as Gwen don't you? 

Lotus : Yes , Henry has been teaching now for about twenty years in Victoria , he 

was not a farmer I'm afraid, righ t f r om t he time he was a young boy 

~ 

he had no opinion of this b usi ness , ra ising animals and killing anima l s , 

and he decided he was going to be a school teacher when he first star t ed 

high school and we didn't try to disuade him at al l because the main 

t h ing i n life is to be doing what they want to do, I think he has been 

quite a successfu l teacher, he i s t he travel l er for the family, eve ryon e 

stays horne and he trave l s wh e neve r he can get the time off or get the 

money to do it, he is very interes t ed in other countries and what , the 

way ot he r peopl e ma k e their living a nd so on a nd he isn ' t married and 

so he rea lly has no reaso n to stay horne. 

Interviewer: Now what other Ruck l es are t here? There i s Gwe n a nd Gordon, and Henry 

a nd you ... 

Lotus : And Nan. 

I n terviewer : An d Nan . 

Lot us : She lives here. 



. . 

I nte rvi ewer : Nan i s you r husband's siste r? 

Lotus: And He len. 

Interv i ewer : And Helen. 

Lotus : He l en i s Gordon's sister, s he also t eaches i n Victo ria, s he teaches 

h ighschoo l. 

Inte rvi ewer: Nan li ves down across the road from you, on the Beaver Point p roperty . 

Lo tus : 

Now, when I came in the other day you were making butter , and you 

ment ioned that you have ma de butter for years . 

Well o ff and on I mad e bu tte r at home before I was ma rrie d, and for 

along time we bought our butt e r from the Saltspring creamer y , whe n our 

c ream we n t to the c r eamery , we got our but ter back every week wh i c h 

was a marve l ous ar r a ngeme n t , as far as I'm concerne d, but then we off 

and on ha d milk cows and ma de but ter , at the presen t time we have two 

a nd I 'm churning everyday but I progre ssed t o a n e l ectric c hu r n which 

i s an improveme n t but it sti ll has to be work, someone to ld me t he 

othe r day that my butter was just as good as Mr . Dra kes butt e r a nd 

I think t hat is quite a compl ime nt because whe n he was manage r of 

the Sal tspring c r eamery, Sal t s pr ing bu t te r had a marvelous name . 

I n terviewer : This wou l d be a bou t whe n ? 

Lo t us : I don' t k now when they started it a nd I 'm n o t s u re when they fin i s he d it. 

I imag ine it was c l osed a round, aft e r the war, it was sort of cooperative, 

t he different dairy ment had shares i n it . It wa s between the two wars , 

it was in operation i n al l of World War 2 and it was jus t after that 

that it was purchased priva t e l y and after that it was c l osed . 

I n terviewe r: There is one more question I would like to ask you about be for e I leave 

you th i s af t ernoon and t hat is about the Bean s upper at Beaver 

Lot us : 

Poi n t . I can r emember hearing that t he Ruck l e ' s recipe was used for 

beans . 

We ll, we attemp ted to have i t us e d but I don' t know i f one cou ld say 
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Lotus: 

I nterviewer: 

Lo tu s : 

that i t was used , whenwe fi r st started t he Bean sup pe r s Go r don ' s 

fat her He nry Ruckl e used to grow t he beans , eve r y year he donated 

a pa rticu l ar type of l arge white bean, the seed came from Fl or i da , 

I think a n d it is a very mi ld bean, I guess t hat we have l ost Gra nd­

fa ther's touc h because we can' t seem to grow them anymore , every 

year so co l d and wet t h a t we can' t ge t them s tarted ea rly eno ugh 

a nd t hey don' t rippe n proper l y so, t he commun i ty association has to 

b uy t hei r bean s , but after al l thi s yea r t hey cooked a hundred po unds 

of beans . I t hink the first year we star t ed , we cooked twen t y pounds. 

When wou l d t hat be ? 

We ll Gwen says t ha t t he next one wi l l be the t wen t y- fift h a n ive r sa r y, 

she said she noticed in t he Dr i ftwood not too long ago that i t was t he 

fifteen and the next wi ll the the twenty- fi f th . So it has g r own f r om 

twenty to a hundred, a lthoug h t he n , we used more beans than we needed, 

but we did attempt to work ou t a recipe t ha t was rather bland I g uess, 

but we t hought t hat way we wo ul d su i t a l l tastes, but it didn ' t meet 

with success . 

Interviewer: Some people did a litt l e adlibing e h? Has t he menu at the bean s upper 

a l ways bee n the same? 

Lotus: Yes, i t has always been beans, and buns, co l es l aw and pie . We sti ll 

keep ou r pies up a nd I t hink we are one of t he f ew organizations 

that st i l l serve pie. 

Interviewer : Oh what a wonder f ul assortmen t . 

Lotus: We l l this year I don' t t h i nk I have seen a more attrac t ive p i e tab l e , 

I must say , it did look very n ice when we started, Nan a nd I always 

make from a dozen to fourteen eac h. 

I n terviewer: Pie? 

Lot us : Pie . 

In t erv i ewer : Real l y . 
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Lotus : So we have just been doing it right from the beginning a nd so that 

is our contribution, neither of us cooked beans this year, I have 

been cooking one lot until this year , but we just made pies this 

year . 

I nterviewer : Now one lot would be about a pound ? 

Lotus: No five pounds, five pounds will just fill a good size roaster. 

Interviewer: We ll thanks ever so muc h Lotus this has been rea ll y interesting . 
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