Salt Spring Island can boast of many hobbies, touching on the weird, odd or beautiful, depending on
the ability or whim of the hobbyist. Hobbies consist of stamps, ceramics, gun collections or driftwood, and
various other fancies that bring pleasure to participants in these islands, as well as weaving, knitting and
spinning wool. But of all these, none can compare to the hobby belonging to Fred Hollings of Fulford Harbor.

FIFTEEN-TON rhodonite rock gleams with color.

Fred's hobby comes by the ton, is rose
pink in color, goes out to all parts of the
world in comstant pink stream and is
beloved by all rockhounds,

It is & rhodonite mine and is definitely
in the pink as a hobby!

Picked up by people from (ar and near, the
rhodonite travels (o far places in pockets, hand-
bags or by car; anything from ounce slivers to 300
pounds In weight, this lovely pink rock varies in
degrees of rose color.

Within 12 months, Fred sees nbout 1,000
people, and still they come. Mr. Hollings s eur-
! L working ona-Li-lon. rock which blocks the

ande 10 e mine.

A branch roadway, roughly bulldieed out by
the owner, takes the visitor around bends ond
over ateep Hills, to the rhodonite mine; tall wees
and a tangle 'of bush line the roadsides, and the
mine lies, al a goess, 1,000 feet above sen level,

This i& a surface mine, ensily accessible, nx
far as getting out the rhodonite is concerned.  All
Fred has to do s 1o drive his powerful truck up &
steep hill, on top of which lies his mine. A flat
area just gives enough room (o bock the truck
o the edge of a deep drop, a quick tum and Fred
ean then back his truck close to the entrance of
the mine. Here he loads the great slabs of rose
pink rock, streaked with blue, grey, black, green,
yellow, ento the trock and he's ready 1o go.

The mine i at the road’s end. Al around are
steep drops, and one jooks down om the tops of

| timber—Douglas fire, Cedar and other trees.  Far
¢ beyond that, the sea

Back of the mine, are the high peaks of ML
Tuam, and further west, M. Bruce.

L The rhodenite mine is a small one, about 25
Aeet long and mayhe 10 or 12 feet In depth. But
pink rock seems never ending, and could, says
%ﬂwmm the muﬂrr;l; side, AL
preson’, i m m ot p;-“‘m
Mipink rock to look any furiher.
L With his rock hammer In hand and his big
T smile of pure enjoyment, Fred Jooks like a happy
ell, slightly overweight perhaps. It appears as
. | M Fred has, not only rocks in his most profitable
wihobby, bot in his head as well, for he can talk
nelor hours on e subject.
Te He knows & lot about rocks and s most In-
vigeresting, and hiz great delighis are the [reedom
amof the woods where he works and meeling so
afmony people who come 10 see his rhodonite in is
' nntural state.
lJr
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“No man,” says Fred, beaming,. "eould have
a nleer hobby "'

When one figures he gots anything Irem 25¢ a
pound and up, one iz inclined 1o agree!

Prices depend on the quality and size, The
huge rock which Fred was working on when ac-
eompanying pletures were taken, was n beautiful
blue-grey eolor, with streaks of pure pink and
decper rose showing. Shades of green and mauve,
with blacks and browns, made the rock a thing of
beauty.

Fred warng that the rhodonite haz to be
hondled with care. *'We nover use dymumite, but
look for the natural weins, which fun diagonally
down the rocks, " he says. |

He showed bow he bores u-ﬁn'zl.m
“In fact, I use evervihing,'™ F “and .

ROCKHOUNDS’
DELIGHT
BY THE TON

after the holes are bored along the vein T ha
gently in some Iron pegs. Tapping these, the
gplits clean, and sometimes inside the rocks,
some beautiful pioctures of feina and

He never knows whether the rock will show
all deep pink or sireaked. Some slabs have come
away, pure rose color, and these are prized highly
for lapidary Jewelry.

Vancouver and Victoria stores have exquisite
selzs of earrings and bracclet, ete,, made from
rhodonite, and a little Sidney rock store shows
some beautiful work in this line,

i
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In palaces. R

Thizs went out of fashion after the Russian
revolution.

Fred Hollings s a timber ran. He worked on
Vaneouver Island for years pelore he came to Salt
Spring Tsland In 1951, J

He almost failed to buy the property on which
the rhodonite mine stands, and becagse he liloes 1o
think of future generations of forest trees, he de-
eided It would be a good jdea to buy and re-plant
fir trees. Much had been Jogged over and he
eouldn’t see any valuable timber for eurrent use,
like most timber men, loaked into the future
saw promise of markels In yvesrs to come,
He was pleasantly surprized to find the rhodo-
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in the
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by BEA HAMILTON

schoal work, Lawrence gives his futher a hand.
They hiwve a small hut nearby where office work
is done, or else the boye uvee it fuor & week-end
camp.

It is an ouldoor life and the family all take
an Interest in the woods. Ewven Mrs. Hollings
takes time out to go picking Salal for MNorists.

‘ “ﬂ;‘b;ﬁnl;i‘uhﬁ:nymumaw two hobhies in one
i o and.

oip o B ings, they both work in
.. While the men work on the mine, Mrs. Holl-
Ings picks Her greens, then the same truck cam
pick up the rhodonite and the salal

“T like the change away from housework, and
besides, a little pocket money ix a help,' she says,

They lind peace In the woods and en s
~ freedom seemrmte v and Rurry of-everyday

Mving, :

The sweet spicy scenis of The frees
wild twin-flower, or tralfing mnr;i:mm -mﬁhn:
flowering of the pure white wake-robin, or Tril-
Hum, the singing of the wild birds and the drume-
ming of the grouse at maling time , | . ull gpo with
these two hobbies, and what Is quite acceplable
after the end of n day, the prospect of a little
ready cash coming ini

Fr:jc:‘ I::Idl:lngs l:';:wr misses o I’d.ay n the
ot wouldn't exchange h
dream hobby for nny other in the wurI:?G, s
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Perhapa I should mention that when certaby
rocks are split open, and not pecessarily rhodo-
nite, they now and then, will show & pleture for-
mntion, resembling ferns and trees; depending on
the way the natural veins run. Nature has some

wonderful surprises for ihose who seek for the
unusual,

THERMOPYLAE CLUB
FOR FELLOWSHIP
SPINNING YARNS

work Continned from E 19
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to fill the many large eraclis that storm, time and
neglect had put in the cance’s bull, e Finnish-
born exscaler worked there beside the Crysinl
Garden, By October, she Jooked once more a
eraft that could eonccivably have crossed great
coenns,

Sinee this tramsformation, with the years,
public awareness and appreciation of Voss' eunce
bas grown, Provinetal museom authorities too
have aided much In her preservatlon and care,
with the Thermopylae Chib contlnuing o ndd
other refinements to the restoration—trilniles both
to Capl. Vogs and thelr first Skipper, the vigoroos
Capt. McDonald,

Without these two men there would be today
no benutiful slim eanoe to rest In the care of
those olher lovers of the sea and the ships
thereon, the Maritime Mimeum of B.C,
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